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This is the all-new GMC Sierra. A truck whose blueprint read: Engineer with 


engines ever and the first automatic 4~wheel drivé system on a pickup* To the 1% 
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a vengeance. Thoroughly redesigned, the Sierra offers nothing less than the most powerful Vortec V8 


who ask more from a truck, look no further. Call 1-800-GMC-8782 or go to www.sierra99. gmc.com. Do one thing. Doit well™ 
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“Ive won a lot of 


im Championships.” 


Super Bowl Champion -- Chicago Bears 1988 
Green Bay Packers 1997 


“I've played for many 
teams.” 


NFL Teams -- Chicago, 1982-88; San Diego, 1989; 
Philadelphia, 1990-92; Minnesota, 1993; Arizona, 1994; 
Green Bay, 1995 & 96. 


“| only recommend one 
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Free Scores ~- 1-888-4-SCORES 


For the latest lines, scores, parlay, teaser 
and fantasy cards and more, visit ESB’s 
website on the Internet at www.telebet.com. 


Must be 21 years of age. = International Calls 1-876-953-6233 -- U.S. Alternate I- 800-55-WAGER 


English Sports Betting ~-1-800-TELE 
Play F-o-0-1-0-a-I-/ 
Jim McMahon style with 


English Sports Betting 
“ESB is your best bet S 
this football season!” — 


Former NFL quarterback Jim McMahon is a » 


proud ESB supporter and representative 


“lve been playing football since I’ve been in diapers. Football is a passion for _ 
illions of Americans. There are some of you who have made wagering on football = 
our passion. You play football Las Vegas Style. Now from the convenience of your “ 
home, work or travel worldwide, players like you can call English Sports for scores, 
Seeclines and most importantly “Action.” English Sports offers straight bets, totals, 

meeparlays, teasers, futures, propositions, exotics, and fantasy football cards. Small 
« & players can earn thousands while testing their skills on which quarterback will pass sia 


tyards and much more. English Sports Betting also offers Baseball, Hockey, College ¥ 
"® and Pro Basketball, Horse Racing, Soccer, Boxing, Auto Racing, Tennis and much ° 
= more. English Sports Betting is like Las Vegas over the telephone. Better yet, it’s 
| simpler and strictly confidential. You can play the same day with any major credit * 


meyears with impeccable credentials, has references from major banks and accounting <a 
firms and is rated by Dun & Bradstreet. ESB is the most legitimate and legal sports 
igaming company in the world. English Sports Betting’s greatest asset is that when % 
you win, you receive your funds in less than 48 hours guaranteed or you receive an 
Padditional 10% on top of your request....That’s Guaranteed! Call now and join the ™ 
= tens of thousands that have made English Sports the top-rated sportsbook in the 
= world. Simply call 1-800-TELEBET or 1-800-835-3238, and one of ESB’s 500 4 

‘professional and friendly operators will take your call, answer your questions and 4 
F send you a free promotional package. Best of all, ESB has paid over $57,000,000 to © 
mits clients. | endorse only winners, and ESB is your BEST BET!” 4 


Former NFL quarterback Jim McMahon 


Must be 21 years of age -- International Calls 1-876-953-6233 -- U.S. Alternate 1-800-55-WAGER 
For the latest lines, scores,and more visit ESB’s website on the Internet at www.telebet.com. 
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PUBLISHER 
J. Lindy Davis Jr. 


LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER SENIOR EDITOR 


ASSOCIATE EDITORS _ 
Mike Ashley 
That phrase is taking on an entirely different meaning in all walks of life, BeniCock “see? ee 
including college football. No longer does it mean the flying wedge, without hel- PRODUCTION MANAGER 
mets and without passing that crazy-bouncing stuffed pigskin. Kay Kuhn 
College football at the turn of this century is huge exposure, big stadiums, _ 
thorough TV coverage, and the most well-drilled, well-conditioned and well-pre- CREATIVE DIRECTOR _ 
pared football in history. 
The game is all about speed now. And in the last season of the 1900s, the | CREATIVE ASSISTANTS 
Florida State Seminoles — with their race horse offense, lightning-quick defense | Merk Moore 
and quote-a-minute coach — are the team to beat. Lori Leath Smith 
Of course, Florida State must negotiate its way through the BCS to Bourbon PHOTO EDITOR 
Street to realize its dream. And once they get to the Sugar Bowl, they still have to R.D. Moore 
beat a team like Tennessee (which they couldn't do in the Fiesta Bowl last season), EDITORIAL ASSIST ANTS : 
OF Allzone or Penn State, a. ' A , ; ; Deborah Naramore, Shawn O'Neal, Lyn Scarbrough, 
It's a long, tough season, culminating with a big ol’ New Year's Party in Richard Scott 
New Orleans. a =o 
Consider Lindy's and CBS SportsLine your roadmap through College Football '99. CONFERENCE EDITORS 
Lindy’s Football Annuals give you a thorough rundown on regional and | Rusty Burson, Dennis Dodd, Anthony Cimino, Bruce 
national college coverage in the preseason, and then SportsLine will carry the ball _| Hooley, Jimmy Hyams, Eric Olson, Alan Schmacitke 


At the turn of the century ... 


Pamela Paugh Romano 


through the rest of the season with the best coverage on the Internet. ADVERTISING/MARKETING - 
Will Ron Dayne power his way to the Heisman? Ken Cascone, Birmingham _ 205-871-1182 
Will Lou Holtz be able to turn around South Carolina? Lyn Scarbrough, Atlanta 770-967-2737 
Who'll pick up in the college game where Tim Couch and Ricky Williams left off? Karaban/Labiner, New York 214-840-0660 
Team rankings, player ratings, conference picks ... for the 18th year, we're Bart Manganiello 

bringing it all to you. Karaban/Labiner, Chicago 312-236-6345 
Once again, last season, an independent evaluation of Top 25 rankings placed _| Jim Peacock, Los Angeles 949-443-0550 

Lindy’s as No. 1 in college football — for 1998, and for the past three years. NEWSSTAND DIRECTORS = 
We know our stuff here at Lindy’s — we're proud to be America's Leading Loren Marin - 

Football Authority — and we're planning to make the 2000 edition even better Ralph Perricelli 

than our best-ever 1999 magazine. John Willett 
We expect to give you everything you need to know to fully enjoy the 1999 ACCOUNTING 

season. To that end, as always, | welcome your comments and suggestions. And, Barry Jacobs 

as always, good luck to your favorite team this season. Susan Schaper 


Hope to see you in New Orleans. CONTRIBUTING WRITERS | 


John Akers, Mark Alesia, Shelly Anderson, Robert Anderson, Paul Amett, 
John Blanchette, Paola Boivin, Rusty Burson, Scott Cain, David Caraviello, 
Guerry Clegg, Jim Cnockaert, Bill Coates, Dan Collins, Bob Condotta, Den- 


. nis Dodd, Jack Ebling, Robert Falkoff, Jeff Faraudo, Anthony Gimino, Ray 
$ Glier, Herb Gould, Dave Hackenberg, Rusty Hampton, Greg Hansen, Craig 
te Aavu . Harper, Derek Harper, Andrew Hartsock, Kevin Haskin, Brooks Hatch, 
David Haugh, Matt Hayes, Bob Hertzel, Bruce Hooley, Donald Hunt, 
Jimmy Hyams, Mike Koolbeck, Tom Kubat, Eddy Landreth, Tom Lemming. 


Mike Lewis, Mike Lucas, Tom Luccl, Mike Lurie, Ron Maly, John McGrath, 


Sincerely, 


Lindy Davis Jim Meehan, Natalie Meisler, Ray Melick, Rob Miech, Cody Monk, Dave 
5 Moormann, Rhett Morgan, Eric Olson, Shawn O'Neal, Mike Organ, Cobb 
Publisher Oxford, Randy Peterson, Robbi Pickeral, Jerry Ratcliffe, John Kohde, Rich 


Scarcella, Alan Schmaditke, Richard Scott, Jeff Shelman, Sekou Smith, Tim 
Stephens, Allen Wallace, Mark Wangrin, Larry Watts, Robert Wilson, Bart 


P.S. Beginning in August, check out our website at Lindyssports.com. ed 
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“PM Picking the Seminoles No. 1 is a bit like picking the Yankees. 
(44 Everybody knows they‘te the best team, now they just have to 
go out and prove it. Last season, they just about did, but injuries 
to two quarterbacks undid them. 
For an incredible 12 years in o row — in one of the great streaks in sports 
— the ‘Noles have finished the season ranked in the Top 5. But only once, in 
1993, did they finish in the Top 1. 
This season looks like it'll be No. 2 as No. 1 for Bobby Bowden’s program. 
Consider that in each of the 12 games Florida State plays this season, the 
Seminoles will have a better offense, a better defense, and better special teams 
than their opponent. 
The roster is thoroughly stocked with 20-25 future 
NFL draft picks. And most important, one of them will be playing quarterback. The 
return of Chris Weinke will put the zip back into the offense that had disappeared 


when he left the field with a season-ending neck injury. He starts 1999 with a 
streak of 228 throws without an interception. And his absence last season has 
made backups Marcus Outzen and Jared Jones more viable alternatives. 

Well, it’s an odd-numbered year, so that means there’s 
a late-November trip to Gainesville to take on the Florida Gators. That contest fig- 
ures to have national championship ramifications, perhaps for both teams. 

The depth at quarterback isn’t great, and budding superstar defensive tackle 
Corey Simon has fought injuries, too. Let's see ... the group of linebackers isn’t 
very experienced, and a couple of defensive backs were demoted during the spring 
in sort of an attitude adjustment. That's about it. 

Georgia Tech visits Tallahassee. So does N.C. State (payback 
time). And Miami. Basically, this looks like 10 solid victories piled upon one another 
until the Seminoles head over to Gainesville, where they have won only once this 
decade: Yes, that was 1993, when they won the national championship. 


Maybe the coolest thing about the Vols’ national championship last year was 
that it was so unexpected at the start of the season. That team was supposed to be 
reloading a little bit to make a run at 1999. And so? Here they are again, now that 
Phillip Fulmer has been legitimized as a championship coach, and top-drawer talent 
is bursting out all over the field (check out Lindy’s AltAmerica checklist). 

MEWS: J veteran line, QB Tee Martin's maturation, and the 
return of RB jo Lewis from his knee i injury flushes out an offense that found a way 
to win in 1998. This group con be almost as dominant as that awesome defense. 

! It's hard to stay so hungry after a big, satisfying meal. 
This a to New Orleans leads through Gainesville (UT hasn't won at Florida since 
71) ... ond an even more-oaded Florida State will be waiting at the Superdome. 
L With the way FSU looks, it’s up to the Vols to hold serve by win- 
ning at Gainesville on Sept. 18 .... only then can we picture a Sugar Bowl rematch. 
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SRIZGNES 


Dick Tomey thinks so much of his team that he willingly did what few coaches 
do — schedule a game at Penn State. With 15 starters back from a schoo-best 
12-1 team, the Wildcats might never again be as prepared for such a matchup, to 
be played Aug. 28 in the Pigskin Classic. Whatever happens there, Arizona will be 
battle: Tested 0s it fights mean the Pac-10 in search of its first Rose Bow! berth. 

5: The offense has caught up to the defense. Led by 
rotating sain Keith Smith ond Ortege Jenkins, and game-breaking RB Trung 
Canidae, UA has et at least 27 points i in 19 straight regular-season games. 

+ Last year’s defense was built around the ability of cor- 
retin Chis Mcbliser fo take away half of the field. Take him out of the equation, 
and opposing ea might find ways through a still-good defense. 

.: The best of the early season games will become one of the 
best of the Fecceron games. Look for Arizona and Penn State in the Rose Bowl. 


The Nittany Lions’ defensive potential is staggering, with four All-America can- 
didates figuring to keep scores down. In search of that elusive second league title in 
Penn State’s seventh season in the Big Ten, JoePa’s boys will need to step it up 
against the league’s better teams. Last year, they were dusted 79-12 by Wisconsin, 
Michigan ond Ohio sus and are now 7-9 against them. 

E G00 S: The defense could be the nation’s best, with LBs 
LaVar Arington and Brandon Short teamed with DE Courtney Brown and CB David 
Macklin. : the lions can overage 21 points on offense, they should be fine. 

5; Fair or not, QB Kevin Thompson has been the object of 
ridicule in tae Valey fo his inability to move the offense more consistently. But, 
sophomore RB Eric McCoo looks like a cornerstone offensive player. 

LL: The Buckeyes and Wolverines visit, and Wisconsin isn’t on the 
slate at all. So if Sugar isn’t in the offing, then Roses might be. 


[MICHIGAN |] 
Vy 


The Aggies moved into the elite last season by beating Nebraska and then top- 
pling Kansas State in the Big 12 title game, their only losses coming, understand: 
ably, to Florida State and Ohio State at the beginning and end of the season. The 
season ended in the Sugar Bowl, and the Aggies have their sights set on getting 
back - _ this time, with somthing tangible on the line. 

THE ¢ 3: QB Randy McCown isn't physically imposing, but he 
is ful offre and doesn’ give games away. Bullish Ja’Mar Toombs and slippery 
Donte Hall. are beg in the backfield, and the receivers can go. 

S: All-everything LB Dat Nguyen won't be easily replaced. 
His Hah efforts wil be missed ino nasty November that will define the season 
= at paed at Missouri, vs. Texas. 

L; \t seems like a natural progression: Getting to the Big 12 title 
game i in ‘97, winning itin 98 ... and winning a major bow! game is next. 
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A disastrous 0-2 start to the 1998 attempt to duplicate the 1997 national champi- 
onship season left the Wolverines looking inward. But a 10-1 finish reminded us 
that they were no one-year wonder. Now Michigan is looking for at least a share of 
its sixth Big Ten title of the “90s, although the Wolverines are going to have to find 
some big play slehse fo moke the difference. 

THE GOOD »: The hot-and-cold OL has the experience and talent to 
be one of the nation’ S es which should make everything work better. And Lloyd 
Carr has built o talented ete that doesn’t figure to drop off much, if at all. 

THE BAD NEWS: After Anthony Thomas (who finished the season 
hugely), there’s no ie proven running back, and QB Tom Brady is solid but not 
spectacular Notre Dame, Syracuse and Wisconsin make for a tough first month. 

OUF L: The Wolverines need a fast start and build toward a season-end- 
ing Penn siietl State parlay. They are New Year's Day-bound, but to where? 


Ina way, it's back to the good ol’ days in Gainesville, where Stevie Football is 
gonna have to score some points and win with offense. A new defensive coordinator 
(Jon Hoke) and nine new defensive starters will put pressure on offensive coordina- 
tor Steve Spurrier and a relatively veteran offense to get a fast start, beat Tennessee on 
Sept. iB a avoid being Ll to the back seat again. 

10D NEWS: What's important to this offense is that the line 
apps p he solid, 08s Doug Johnson and Jesse Palmer (either or both, depending on 
their health and eich s mood) can put up the big numbers when they have time. 

THE BAD NEWS: Really, the Gators might have to try to merely outscore 
teams Tike Tame Georgi and Florida State — and the RBs and WRs (even 
Orange Bow! Li Travis Taylor) have been backups until now. 

ol L Tennessee and FSU both visit The Swamp, so the Gators should 
bite at ih one if them. Still, with a young defense, other games are tough, too. 


THINK YOU’VE SEEN FOUR REAL DOORS 


THE NEW | CREW CAB 
INTRODUCING AMERICA’S FIRST COMPACT PICKUP WITH FOUR REAL DOORS. 


ON A COMPACT PICKUP BEFORE? 


For more information on the Crew 
Cab, or any of the other workhorse 
trucks in the full Frontier lineup, call 
1-800-352-4079 or visit our web site. 


crewcab.com 
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There’s no reason to ai te oi a John Canin to ci the holes left by 
the departures of QB Joe Germaine, WR David Boston, CB Antoine Winfield and LB 
Andy Katzenmoyer. The toughest part for the Buckeyes may be getting through a 
schedule that has them facing Miami in the preseason and sends them to Penn 
State, Michigan and Michigan State for Big Ten action. 

THE GOOD NEWS: As usual, the Buckeyes are loaded. They're strong 
along both lines, and have a superstar on each side of the ball in RB Michael Wiley 
and LB No’il Diggs ... and QB Steve Bellisari looks like he could become one. 

THE BAD NEWS: Breaking in a new quarterback is always a concern. A 
schedule that starts against Miami (Fla.) and UCLA, and that difficult league sched- 
le offers too many opportunities for toe-stubbing. 

OUR CALL: These Buckeyes aren't flush the way the 1998 edition was, 
but despite the schedule, New Year's Day (or beyond?) remains in their sights. 


Bu 9- KANSAS STATE 


ional Scene To St 

phe sti an not wks arun fo the coher it as ha did last year, 
but they can continue their nine-win habit of the past six years. And even though 
Bill Snyder's team returns only 10 starters, they should be favored to win every 
game except for one road trip on Nov. 13. A typically fluffy non-eague schedule 
provides needed break-in time for a rebuilding offense. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Even if the defense can't maintain last year's stan- 
dard of 13.3-points allowed per game, there are still plenty of playmokers — DE 
Darren Howard, LB Mark Simoneau and safeties Jarrod Cooper and Lamar Chapman. 

THE BAD NEWS: | new starting quarterback (Jonathan Beasley) and on 
inexperienced offensive line isn’t the best of combinations. And Kansas State’s two 
toughest games — Texas, Nebraska — are both on the road. 

OUR CALL: Beating Nebraska for the first time in 30 years elevated the 
program to a new level; winning again, this time in Lincoln, would do even more. 
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luskers Se ek Return T 0 Fy rm in’ Qa 


It says a lot about Nebraska's program that a 9- 4 season was considered a 
disaster ... or at least a mulligan for new coach Frank Solich. But he can’t afford 
another one. Nebraska was never more than a step behind in its four losses — the 
kind of season that could have been very different with just a couple more healthy 
players. If Solich has them this year, watch out for the revenge-minded Huskers. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The fast, well-coached defense will keep the Corn- 
huskers in every game, and the sky's the limit if the two budding superstars on 
offense can stay healthy (QB Bobby Newcombe and |-back DeAngelo Evans). 

THE BAD NEWS: With so many lingering injury questions, the depth 
doesn’t appear to be as bulletproof as in the past. And now that Kansas State and 
the Texans have shown the Huskers can be had, the intimidation factor has slipped. 

OUR CALL: The Huskers get Kansas State in Lincoln, and have time to 
build momentum until the Nov. 13 showdown. That's a key day in Solich’s career. 


tsi 1. ee 


The bite of NCAA sanctions re in ma Butch Davis rearview mirror and this 
could be the season the Hurricanes really blow back into the national picture. 
They're looking for their first Top 10 finish since 1992, and they might be able to 
pull it off. The bear of a schedule actually works to their advantage, since games 
against Ohio State, Penn State and Florida State offer great national exposure. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Kenny Kelly and RB James Jackson are talented 
new starters in the backfield, and the ‘Cones shouldn't miss a beat on offense, fol 
lowing All-America guard Richard Mercier. The defensive front is nails. 

THE BAD NEWS: The secondary was abysmal a year ago, dragging the 
Hurricanes’ defensive numbers down. More than routine improvement is required fo 
get into the national picture against this schedule. 

OUR CALL: Back to being a force in the Big East (circle that Nov. 13 date 
in Blacksburg, Va.) isn’t quite the same as being all the way back. 


V7" 12. VIRGINIA TECH 


Fronk Beomer has a ‘on sted tees ond anew contract ct that gives him job- 
security to bum. Now, he’d like a seventh straight postseason bow! and an outright 
Big East title for his Hokies. He could get both. The heart of the defense that carried 
them to the Music City Bow! last year returns, and if the offense can get untracked, 
this team could vault back into the Top 10 (as in 1995). 

THE GOOD NEWS: The entire front seven returns, led by Corey Moore, 
who is chasing Bruce Smith's school sacks record. Big things are expected from 
freshman QB Michael Vick, a lefty who has good targets retuming. 

THE BAD NEWS: The secondary will be loaded with newcomers and the 
left side of the offensive line needs an overhaul. That OL is being counted upon to 
gel quickly to allow Vick a chance to mature. 

OUR CALL: With the annually great special teams and solid defense, this 
team has the BCS bowls quaking again. Miami’s visit on Nov. 13 looms as huge. 


| 13. WISCONSIN 


With two pas Bow vi votes in six years (no othe team has icin tai, the 
Badgers are looking even further, striving for a little balance in their “Great Dayne” 
offense. A veteran defense will continue to work well in conjunction with the ball- 
control offense, and although they lost veteran QB Mike Samuel to graduation, 
there's reason to think they'll throw the ball better than in recent years. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Dayne opted to put off the NFL again, and has four 
returning OL starters to pave his path to the NCAA career rushing record (he needs 
1,717 yards). Of the final six foes, only Purdue had a winning record in ‘98. 

THE BAD NEWS: Replacing OL Aaron Gibson and DE Tom Burke is next 
to impossible. Every opponent will have its own plan to restrain Dayne, and for the 
first time in three years, those opponents will include Ohio State. 

OUR CALL: Another 9-0 start isn’t likely, since they open Big Ten play against 
Michigan and Ohio State, but that doesn’t preclude another 11-1 or 10-2 success. 


NATIONAL PICKS 


ci 14. GEORGIA TECH 


It’s hard to belive tot eats 0’ lias sik over a 1-10 team mnie the 
1994 season. Now he’s got a big, long-term contract, and a team that has a 
chance to win 10 games for the second year in a row. That ACC co-championship 
with Florida State was no fluke in 1998. The only question is, who's more exciting 
to watch in the veteran offense: QB Joe Hamilton or favorite receiver Dez White? 

THE GOOD NEWS: The 15 returning starters are the guts of the team 
that won 10 of its last 11 games, including victories over five bow! teams. With 
nine starters back on offense, the Yellow Jackets will be o-buzzin’. 

THE BAD NEWS: Tech's postseason fate might be sealed by the second 
game of the season. That, of course, is when it visits Florida State, which slapped a 
34-7 count on the Jackets lost year, and is not just the ACC favorite, but ranked No. 1. 

OUR CALL: The problem with FSU is that the Seminoles don’t lose when they 
are being challenged ... and there's no likelihood that Tech will sneak up on them. 


15. NOTRE DAME 


Now that the Irish have decided once and for now that they are remaining 
league-ess for football (other than the cozy arrangement with the Big East that 
ensured them at least a Gator Bow! appearance when their quest for a national title 
fell short), they have an even smaller margin of error than ever. Essentially, they 
con't lose more than one game and still get to a major bowl. 

THE GOOD NEWS: This scrambling defense, though, could put them in 
position to win every regular-season game. QB Jarious Jackson has become quite 
the leader. If he stays healthy and the line eventually grows up, the Irish will rise. 

THE BAD NEWS: What, are you kidding? Unlike last year, the schedule 
includes six teams ND might very well lose to, especially on trips to 1997 national 
champion Michigan, and 1998 national champion Tennessee. 

OUR GALL: After last year's quietest 8-1 ND start in a decade, a similar 
start against this schedule would be cause for celebration. But it’s too much to ask. 


GS 16. GEORGIA 


Jim Donnan has the Bulldogs in position to run at big dogs Tennessee and 
Florida. They were supposed to be rebuilding last season, yet QB Quincy Carter used 
that stage to become the program's biggest star since Herschel Walker dashed 
between the hedges in the early ‘80s. Now, Georgia’s first SEC title in 17 years 
isn’t out of the question. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Carter pretty much did it all as a freshman last seo- 
son, and says he was 10 pounds overweight. Now he’s even quicker, has had more 
than three weeks to learn the offense, and the Dawgs will follow him anywhere. 

THE BAD NEWS: Again, they have to replace some great talent, starting 
with two first-round dudes. And the Florida-Tennessee barrier isn’t evaporating. The 
Gators answered the 1997 upset last season, and UGA hasn‘t won in Knoxville 
since '80. 

OUR CALL: There won't be any sneaking up on the Vols or Gators, who 
outscored UGA last year, 60-10. The only way through is to break down the door. 


lous 


[UW 47. UCLA 


ULAR 


The Bruins can stack their skill wasn ees aGaiet anyone in the country, 
and although the gutty Cade McNown is no longer there to rescue UCLA in late- 
game situations, Bob Toledo has plenty of good choices at quarterback. So, expect 
points a-plenty again... and UCLA will need them. The defense has nine returning 
starters, but little reason for confidence after late-season poundings. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The receiving corps is the nation’s finest, and the run- 
ning backs aren't bad, either, especially superb sophomore DeShaun Foster. With so 
much young talent, The Bruins figure to be good in 1999 ... monsters in 2000. 


THE BAD NEWS: Con a defense that gave up 87 points and 1,186 yards 
in its last two games be worse? Possibly, after losing its two best players. On 
offense, will there be enough quality blockers for all that sensational skill? 

OUR CALL: Considering UCLA gets leaque-favorite Arizona at home on Oct. 
30, the Bruins can’t be counted out of making a return trip to the Rose Bowl. 


1 18. pone 


Let's see, take a ss that rebut with a so-so : 4 season, has every starting 
offensive lineman and defensive lineman returning along with on All-America-quality 
tailback, and you've got yourself a dark horse for 1999. The Crimson Tide didn’t 
break through by beating any quality teams last season, but could be poised to do 
just that this time around with RB Shaun Alexander leading the way. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Residing in the SEC West makes the division title 
attainable right away in just three years of rebuilding for Mike DuBose. They can 
probably afford losses to Florida and Tennessee and still win the division. 

THE BAD NEWS: The depth is improving, but the Tide can't absorb key 
losses the way some elite teams can. LB Travis Carroll needs to be healthy, for 
instance, and he might not be for a while following off-season shoulder surgery. 

OUR CALL: Arkansas, LSU and Mississippi State all must visit Tuscaloosa, 
0 the Tide can do much of the most important work on its own turf — and it will. 


fp 19. COLORADO 


There wasn’t much sorrow er hk Neuheisel let fa Herd (don’t 
miss the Sept. 25 grudge match), especially not when Gary Bamett was hired as 
his replacement. Neuheisel left behind more talent than coaches usually do, includ- 
ing sensational CB/retumer Ben Kelly. Discipline was considered a missing ingredi- 
ent, so Bamett has been working on that with the team’s returning 15 starters. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Colorado got the coach it wanted in Barnett, an ex- 
Buffs assistant who was on staff during CU's 1990 national championship season. 
Neuheisel’s excellent recruits and Barnett’s coaching ... sounds like a winner. 

THE BAD NEWS: The running game has deteriorated lately, and limped 
to just 123.2 yards per game last season (11th in the Big 12, 88th nationally), 
which will make Barett’s theme of “RTD” — Return to Dominance — 
difficult to attain. 

OUR CALL: The schedule is manageable, and if QB Mike Moschetti fits into 
the offense as well as Barnett thinks, the Buffs can be the surprise team of 1999. 


NATIONAL PICKS 
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(1 20. MARSHALL 


MARSHALL 
UNIVERSITY 


The Thundering Herd made the jump to Division IA two years ago, and already 
has two league titles. With QB Chad Pennington back along with 19 other returning 
starters, this team — this program — is for real. It's hard to see any team in the 
Mid-American Conference keeping the Herd from their appointment in a bowl game 
and o third league fitle. 

THE GOOD NEWS: He doesn't have the national name yet, but Penning- 
ton has the size and national numbers. And with 1,000-yard rusher Doug Chapman 
and a big OL returning, the Herd will score in bunches. 

THE BAD NEWS: Few outside the MAC will take them seriously until 
they have a double-digit winning streak. Opening against Clemson helps, but loss 
there could leave the Herd summarily dismissed until December. 

OUR CALL; Beat Clemson, and these guys might not lose. Another key fo 
the Top 25 is avoiding a blight of a loss, like to Bowling Green last year. 


A classic underachiever — USC is a perennial pick for the Top 25 but has fin- 
ished there only three times this decade — but it’s tough to ignore the Trojans. 
Their problems seem to have been more chemistry-oriented than tolent-based, and 
those fine recruiting classes have to pay off sooner or later. With veteran groups on 
both sides of the line, that pay-off might be now. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Poul Hackett threw Corson Palmer into the fire last 
season, starting the true freshman in the last five games. Now that should serve 
him well; Palmer has as much upside as any QB in the country. 

THE BAD NEWS: The early departure of Butkus Award winner Chris Clai- 
bore leaves a big hole in the middle of the defense, ond the secondary is being re- 
worked. The receiving corps is thin behind star R. Jay Soward. 

OUR CALL: USC hasn't finished in the Top 10 since 1989, but at least a 
run at its third Pac-10 title of the ‘90s should be in order. 


yr 22: TEXAS 


The dream season that was Mack Brown’s honeymoon will be hard to match, 
but the program appears capable of continuing beyond the Ricky Williams Era with- 
out a step back. QB Major Applewhite was excellent as a freshman without pressure 
and with Ricky to give the ball to. Now he’s a sophomore, and with only three 
other returning starters on offense, he needs to become The Man. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Tolent, depth and experience in the front seven 
should shore up some of the defensive deficiencies that showed up against quality 
teams last year. WR Kwame Cavil gives Applewhite a proven big-play target. 

THE BAD NEWS: The ‘Hors won't be able to replace Williams’ numbers 
or his intangibles with a backfield by committee. Just as significantly, the offensive 
line has four new starters. 

OUR CALL: Brown brought in the nation’s best recruiting class — and he 
figures to be near the top every year. The moral: Beat Texas while you still can. 


) 


-<G@P» 23. ARKANSAS 


The Razorbacks are hoping the first-year magic of Houston Nutt (9-3) becomes 
routine. Last year was nearly perfect for the Hogs — other than a couple of gaffes that 
cost them a perfect regular-season record, of course — and this year, they're supposed 
to be better. Does that mean another 8-0 start? It might, with a schedule that starts 
with only one of the first seven foes posting a winning record in 1998. 

THE GOOD NEWS: (lint Stoerner is one of the most underrated passers 
in the country, and he’s got one of the very best receivers in Anthony Lucas, who 
averaged 23.3 yards a catch last year. Florida ond Georgia aren’t on the schedule. 

THE BAD NEWS: The tough O-line and D-Line that set the tone for last 
year’s team is largely gone, and the replacements are unproven at best. There are also 
the lingering suspicions that Arkansas overachieved in 98, yet missed its big chance. 

OUR GALL: The balanced offense and relatively veteran defense make the 
Hogs tough to crack. But they'd better be on a roll when the late-season sneaks up. 


LSU 24. LSU 


Learn from it and move on. What else can the Tigers do with the disaster that 
was 1998? OK, so they were overwhelming favorites to win the SEC West before 
bad news befell them in several different forms en route to a 4-7 fiasco. But con- 
sider that this program won 19 games the previous two seasons, and has 17 
returning starters from a team that lost five games by less than a touchdown. 

THE GOOD NEWS: These quys whipped SEC West champ Mississippi State, 
4]-7. Rondell Mealey is a go-to tailback (1,601 yards and 21 TDs in his career, 5.7- 
yard avg.). DB Mark Roman is a star, and DE Jarvis Green is becoming one. 

THE BAD NEWS: All-purpose star Kevin Faulk and NG Anthony McFarland 
made what seemed like all of the Tigers’ big plays last year, and they’re gone. 
Field goals are almost non-existent, and that great backfield depth is a memory. 

OUR CALL: \SU self-destructed in 1998, but there’s still talent here to win 
big. Question: Is there the heart? Every game is payback ... and Tigers just might do it. 


25. SYRACUSE 


5s 7 - ' 

Donovan McNabb is still wearing an Orange helmet, but now it’s got those 
Cincinnati Bengals markings on it. The Orangemen have not had to go into a game 
without McNabb at quarterback since 1994, and this is a scary time for them. It’s a 
good time, though, for the defense to look stronger than usual (which it does), and 
the schedule to look softer than usual (which it does). 

THE GOOD NEWS: Opening the season against Toledo (on the road? !) 
and Central Michigan should give the offense a chance to get going at least a little. 
And once it gets going, guys like WR Quinton Spotwood can score in a hurry. 

THE BAD NEWS: Sophomore QB Madei Williams was supposed to pick 
up where McNabb left off, but his spring performance indicated that won't happen 
anytime soon. And the top of the league is getting tougher. 

OUR CALL: With league games at Virginia Tech and Miami, the Orange- 
men will be hard-pressed to gain a share of their fourth straight Big East title. 
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hensive, detailed report on the good, the 
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The FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE is 
the one essential tool for all gridiron 
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This ninth big annual edition will lay out for you all the 
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Rating the Teams 1-114 


. Florida State 
. Tennessee 
. Arizona 
. Penn State 
. Texas A&M 
. Arizona State 
. N.C. State 
. BYU 
. Virginia 
. Mississippi St. 
. Texas Tech 
. Louisville 
. Missouri 
. Southern Miss 
. California 
. Purdue 
. North Carolina 
. Air Force 
. West Virginia 
. Oregon 
. Miami of Ohio 
. Washington 
. Mississippi 
. Michigan St. 
. Stanford 
. Minnesota 
. San Diego St. 
. Fresno State 
. Auburn 
. Duke 
. Oklahoma 
. Indiana 
. Oklahoma St. 
. Wyoming 
. South Carolina 


Colorado St. 


. Washington St. 
. Clemson 

. TCU 

. Tulane 

. Utah 

. Boston College 
. lowa 

. W. Michigan 

. Maryland 

. Kentucky 

. East Carolina 
. Nevada 


SMU 
Toledo 


. Michigan 

. Florida 

. Ohio State 

. Kansas State 
. Nebraska 
Lower expectations than 1998, but this team might be better. 
Wolfpack will try a familiar formula — try to outscore people. 
Deja WAC ... offense, key home games offer an edge. 


As usual, Cavaliers will win 7 games, but won't win ACC title. 


Favorable schedule, but don’t have enough offensive weapons. 


The “other” Ricky Williams runs for 2,000 yards and Heisman. 


QB Chris Redman leads high-powered offense to top of C-USA. 


Developing into a consistent bowling program. 

Eagles were disappointment last year, but will rise again. 
Suddenly, Bears have a fine defense, but offense is a problem. 
Boilermakers headed for third straight first-division finish. 
Ronald Curry’s arm and feet can carry Tar Heels only so far. 
Falcons have won 22 games in past two seasons. 
Mountaineers look to Bulger for air game and leadership. 
Injury-plagued Ducks won't drop too far, even in a down year. 
Nation‘s top returning rusher, Travis Prentice leads RedHawks. 
New coach Rick Neuheisel gets a one-year grace period. 
David Cutcliffe takes over surprisingly viable program. 

Too much talent to finish here, but lack something intangible. 
With 19 starters back, Stanford could make push higher. 
Gophers are on their way up in Glen Mason's third season. 
Built momentum with last year's bowl appearance. 

Third year could be charm for Pat Hill and Bulldogs. 
Rebuilding won't be easy for Tuberville; he did it at Ole Miss. 
Coach Carl Franks hopes new offense bedevils opponents. 
Will rise quickly under former Florida def. coor. Bob Stoops. 
Need to find a running game beyond QB Antwaan Randle El. 
Want to prove last year’s dive was aberration, not 1997's rise. 
Good passing and solid defense has Pokes in MWC race. 

Lou Holtz adds some pizazz, but he needs more players. 
Heading into MWC, with some rebuilding ahead. 

Cougs went first to worst in Pac-10, rebuilding toward 2000. 
Tigers inspired by new coach, but Tommy Bowden can't block. 
Can Frogs keep it up after turning biggest corner last year? 
New coach and new QBs surrounded by talent, experience. 
Can QB Damell Arceneaux stay healthy long enough? 

A telling third season for coach Tom O’Brien. 

Kirk Ferentz finds his mentor, Hayden Fry, didn’t leave much. 
Veteran Broncos are poised to contend in MAC West. 

Ron Vanderlinden’s system taking hold in third year. 

Now Hal Mumme learns about life after Tim Couch. 

Improved play at QB and a defense fo fit the personnel. 
Everybody returns — including top gun, QB David Neill. 
Mustangs could ride off into sunset with new league tifle. 
Rockets shoot for third MAC West division title in a row. 
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. Miami 
. Virginia Tech 
. Wisconsin 

. Georgia Tech 
. Notre Dame 
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. Rutgers 

. Rice 

. Wake Forest 
. Kansas 

. Oregon State 


lowa State 


. Illinois 


Houston 


. Northwestern 
. Bowling Green 


San Jose St. 
Temple 
Idaho 
Baylor 

Ohio U. 
UNLV 

LA Tech 
Vanderbilt 


Navy 


. Cincinnati 
. New Mexico 


Pittsburgh 
C. Florida 
UTEP 
Tulsa 

UAB 

Army 
Boise State 


. Memphis 
100. New Mexico St. 
101. 


Utah State 


102. C. Michigan 
103. E. Michigan 
104. Arkansas St. 
105. N. Illinois 
106. Mid-Tenn. St. 
107. Hawaii 

108, NE Louisiana 
109. Ball State 
110. North Texas 


111 


. Akron 


112. Kent 
113. SW Louisiana 
114. Buffalo 


. USC 

. Texas 

. Arkansas 
. LSU 

. Syracuse 


. Georgia 

. UCLA 

. Alabama 
. Colorado 
. Marshall 
How far can QB Mike McMahon take the Knights? 

Owls can fly if they get through 5 road games in first 6 weeks. 
Did Deacs turn corner with addition of QB C.J. Leak? 

David Winbush could gain 1,000 yards, but schedule too tough. 
Unlike at his old job, Dennis Erickson has no pressure to win. 
RB Darren Davis (like his brother Troy) can’t do it all. 
Unsettled situation at QB suggests another tough year. — 
Eighteen starters return for a team that has taken its lumps. 
Randy Walker's first schedule is nice (no OSU or PSU). 

Falcons shocked Marshall last year and have 15 starters back. 
The Spartans are making needed changes to game plans. 
Same story: Owls can be competitive if they stay healthy. 

Win over Southern Miss in bowl game was big for Big West. 


Third coach in 4 years, Kevin Steele has a loooong road ahead. 


Bobcats can make a run, but Miami and Marshall back to back. 
John Robinson heads to The Strip, will he bring the big-time? 
QB Tim Rattay has new coach and no WR Troy Edwards. 
Commodores’ tough defense undermined by own offense. 

QB Brian Broadwater is capable of broadsiding Navy foes. 
Defense will be better; can’t get much worse than last year. 
All-purpose safety Brian Urlacher can't do it all by himself. 
This team was in a bowl in 1997, but has fallen back. 

Life after Daunte Culpepper isn’t quite so sunny in Orlando. 

It has been a decade since Miners found a winning season. 
Dave Rader awarded new 4-year deal, despite 7-year slump. _ 
Blazers have been preparing three years for C-USA debut. 
Toughness, discipline won't be enough in improving leaque. 
Broncos have a shot at going bowling in home stadium. 

Rip Scherer counted on to get things turned around. 

Aggies slowly creeping up the Big West standings. 

Aggies slowly creeping down the Big West standings. 
Chippewas showed four-game improvement last year. _ 
QB Walt Church and key receivers are back for Eagles. 
Return to Big West gives Indians a bowl to play for. 
Huskies arrived as a legit MAC team last season. 

Mediocre I-AA team won't make an impact on Div. I-A soon. 
June Jones tries to end 18-game losing streak. 

Bobby Keasler got it done at McNeese State. 

Two Big Ten road trips are too tough affera 1-10 season. _ 
Punchless offense keeps taming the Mean Green. 

Any QB named Butchie (Washington) had better be good. 
Flashes have to show improvement from winless 1998. 
Starting from ground up ... but at least better than Buffalo. 
After going 4-7 in Division I-AA, Bulls take step up in class. 
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Warrick's Decision 
to Return Surprised 
Even Himself 


eter Warrick does not know exactly 

why he will play a fourth season of 

college football. He offers no con- 
crete explanations, no convincing evi- 
dence from NFL scouts that somehow 
he'd be ignored. 

It’s just a feeling. 

“I went to the Walter Camp (awards 
banquet) and people were asking me, 
‘Why are you staying?’ ” Warrick says. 
“Guys like Ron Dayne, Dre’ Bly, they all 
were asking me about that. 

“Ron Dayne told me, ‘I'm staying 
because you're staying.’ Now, | don't 
know if | believe that. | think he was just 
saying that. 

“I know a lot of people thought I was 
coming out — even me,” Warrick says. “I 
made the decision at the last minute. My 
feet were telling me to go and my heart 
was telling me to stay. | think my family 
was behind me either way, but even with 
that, when | finally said | was staying, | 
was shocked. But I have no regrets. This 
is the way I’m going.” 

Florida State goes the same way. 

The Seminoles, who played for their 
second national championship in three 
seasons at the 1999 Fiesta Bowl, auto- 
matically geared up this season's run to 
the Sugar Bow! — the Bow! Champi- 
onship Series’ title game — with War- 
rick’s decision to return for a redshirt 
senior season. 

As a junior, Warrick led FSU with 61 
receptions for 1,232 yards and 12 touch- 
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downs. He averaged 6.5 yards on 13 
runs, including a spectacular touchdown 
run on a reverse against Georgia Tech. He 
even threw a game-clinching 46-yard TD 
pass to Ron Dugans against Florida. 

How many touches (including on 
returns) the 6-0, 195-pound senior will 
receive is up to offensive coordinator 
Mark Richt — and whether quarterback 
Chris Weinke returns, as expected, from 
last season’s neck surgery. 

Weinke and Warrick developed a bond 


_ last summer, and it carried Florida State for 


10 weeks last season until Weinke got hurt 
in November against Virginia. Opponents 


__ saw their relationship like this: When 
_ Weinke got into trouble in the pocket, he 


threw deep to his favorite receiver. 
Warrick’s personal goal for 1999 is 


| _ to erase the one doubt in his game: That 


he always has been able to make the big 
play, but sometimes has not made the 
routine ones. 

“That's where he can improve,” FSU 
coach Bobby Bowden says. “That's the 


only area I see.” 


Warrick knows. 
“I'm so ready to get the ball, make 


- the big play, | sometimes take my eye off 
_ the ball,” he says. "I want to eliminate 


that from my game.” 
And from his memory, Warrick would 


like to eliminate the night of Jan. 4, 1999. 


Tennessee all but wrapped him up in 


f 
_ the Vols’ 23-16 national championship tri- 
 umph over FSU in the Fiesta Bowl — lim- 


iting him to one catch for seven yards and 
a 53-yard punt return that wound up 


_ causing no damage. 


Florida State’s evening of poor offen- 
sive execution in the desert left the Semi- 
noles frustrated and embarrassed. He was 


_ caught by television cameras yelling at 
__ teammates and asking for the football. It 


was an incident Warrick and Bowden 
both downplayed, calling it competitive- 


ness in the heat of battle. 


Regardless, the Fiesta Bowl’s outcome 
has a direct bearing on Warrick’s determi- 
nation for 1999. 

“| felt like Florida State was the best 


team but Tennessee came together and 
__ played as a team on that night,” Warrick 
_ says. “Personally, | think if we played 


them again it would not be close. But it’s 
too late for that. We can’t do anything 


_ about that. We have to use that to our 


advantage this year.” 
— Alan Schmadtke 
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LaVar's Leap Just a 
Start for Newest 
Penn State Star 


t Penn State, Joe Paterno and his 

assistant coaches have spent two 

seasons trying to keep LaVar 
Arrington’s feet on the ground. But even 
they couldn’t have anticipated LaVar's Leap. 

It was a career-defining play: With the 
Illini facing fourth-and-one, Arrington lined 
up at his outside linebacker spot, and at 
the snap absolutely launched his 6-3, 
230-pound frame. 

He leaped over two of the Lions’ defen- 
sive linemen ... and the Illinois center ... 
and landed smack on running back Elmer 
Hickman just as the ball arrived on the 
handoff. No gain. 

LaVar's Leap. 

“| think he’s unbelievable,” Illinois coach 
Ron Turner said. “His athletic ability, you 
don’t see very often. It’s phenomenal what 
he can do on a football field.” 

With 4.4 speed and a vertical leap of 40 
inches, Arrington is the prototype for the 
linebacker of the 21st Century, a superfreak 
who can butt heads with offensive linemen, 
chase down tailbacks and cover wide 
receivers. So, despite Paterno and his staff 
trying to bring Arrington along slowly, he 
has managed to take flight with a combina- 
tion of speed and power never seen before 
at Happy Valley. 

And Arrington is soaring. Although he 
started the season as a backup, by the end 
of last season Big Ten coaches voted Arring- 
ton the conference's Defensive Player of the 
Year. It was the first time a true sophomore 
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has been so honored. 

“| coach the jump-over-the-center tech- 
nique,” Paterno said in a weak moment after 
LaVar’s Leap. “I don't know about the 
coaching, but that was pretty good playing. 
That was an outstanding play by an out- 
standing athlete.” 

Arrington also became Penn State's first 
All-American linebacker in nine years and 
gained reluctant admiration from Paterno. 
That his sophomore became a Butkus semifi- 
nalist before he became a starter bothered 
the coach a little. 

“] think LaVar is a fine linebacker,” 
Paterno said. “Unfortunately, he made a 
couple of spectacular plays, which I think 
have created an image of him being a little 
further along than he is ... He's a fine player. 
The other kids are awfully good, too, and do 
some better things than LaVar.” 

But not a lot of things ... and not much 
better ... and nobody has more potential 
than the former prep All-American, who the 
coaches shuffled among positions during his 
freshman season. 

Brandon Short, the Lions’ middle line- 
backer, and Mac Morrison, the other outside 
linebacker, have combined with Arrington 
to restore the tradition of Linebacker U. Two 
years ago, before Arrington and Morrison 
became starters, when Short was in his first 
season at linebacker, the Penn State defense 
was abused. 

But Arrington — Lindy’s 1999 presea- 
son Defensive Player of the Year — helped 
rejuvenate the defense with his abundant 
talent and his contagious enthusiasm. 

“He has made the difference in our 
defense,” Short said. “He's an awesome 
pass rusher. He's just a competitor. He 
brings so much emotion to the field.” 

Arrington ranked in the Top 10 in the 
Big Ten in tackles for loss, sacks, pass 
breakups and fumbles forced. Against 
Northwestern, he hurdled over a running 
back to rush the quarterback. Against Ohio 
State, he ran down tailback Michael Wiley 
from the back side of a sweep. 

He also intercepted two passes, return- 
ing one for a touchdown and making the 
other on a great catch. He almost made a 
third in front of the Minnesota bench right in 
front of Gophers coach Glen Mason. 

“T'll talk about him because Joe won't,” 
Mason said. “He doesn’t want the pros to 
take him. Have you seen a better No. 11 in 
your life?” 

Uh ... no. 

— Rich Scarcella 
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Stoerner High-steps Beyond the Play He Can't Forget 


CLINT STOERNER 


f Clint Stoerner were a car, he would be one of those all-terrain 

vehicles. No frills. Built like a steel box. Capable of taking a 

pounding and carrying big loads on his frame. 

Of course, he would come with a passing gear, too. He is, after 
all, on the verge of becoming the Arkansas career passing leader. 


“He kind of leads by what he accomplishes,” said Arkansas 
assistant Joe Ferguson, who as an 18-year NFL veteran knows 
something about quarterbacks. “He’s not a real outspoken guy 
who hip-hip-hoorays. He takes control of the huddle and lets 
people know he’s in charge, which is what | like.” 

Stoermer, a senior, will take charge of the Razorbacks again this 
season, his third as starter. One SEC defensive coordinator said pri- 
vately that Stoerner is the league’s best returning quarterback, bet- 
ter than Georgia’s Quincy Carter, and Tennessee's Tee Martin. 

This is the guy who steered the Hogs, who widely had 
been picked to finish last in the SEC West, to their best season 
in 10 years — a 9-3 record and the Citrus Bowl. 

He threw for 2,629 yards, breaking the school record 
he had set in 1997, along with 26 touchdowns and only eight inter- 
ceptions. In becoming Associated Press All-SEC second team 
quarterback behind Kentucky's Tim Couch, Stoerner was in total 
control almost every play of the entire season. 

But, we note ... almost every play. There was that jolting, 
heart-breaking play on Nov. 14. Not just a play — the play. 
The fumble. 

Leading No. 1-ranked Tennessee 24-22 at Knoxville, the 
Razorbacks needed only to run out the clock to improve to 9-0 
and fuel their national championship hopes. Then Stoerner’s 
foot caught the foot of guard Brandon Burlsworth as he pulled 
away from center. 

Stumbling, Stoerner instinctively put his right hand down to 
brace himself, the hand that held the ball — until it made con- 
tact with the ground. 

Tennessee recovered with 1:47 to play and marched 
through a stunned Razorback defense for the winning points. 

Stoerner handled the postgame scrutiny with class, then 
spent the next couple of days simply wondering, “Why?” 

“The worst thing to me wasn’t what people said or the 
media said. The worst thing to me was the 70 guys out there 
that fought their hearts out and then I go out there and drop 
the ball,” Stoerner said. “And that’s what it all boils down to. 
If 1 don’t fumble it, we win the game.” 

It's an experience that can benefit Stoerner. 

“It makes him aware that you can be rockin’ and rollin’ 
along and having a great season and one or two bad plays can 
cost you,” Ferguson said. “That's what we've been telling all 
the players.” 

In the aftermath, Stoerner received hundreds of messages, 
mostly by e-mail and mostly encouraging. When he and 80 
other athletes were recognized at a basketball game for acade- 
mic achievements three days after the Tennessee loss, the 
crowd gave him an extended standing ovation. 

Yet, despite the fan support and his best efforts to brush 
away the hurt, Stoerner was still reeling the next week when 
Arkansas played, and lost, at Mississippi State. 

“It's a play he'll never forget,” coach Houston Nutt said. 
“It's brought up all the time in the coffee shops. But he can put 
things behind him and he has.” 

What's ahead is perhaps Stoerner’s best football. 

At 6-2, 210 pounds, he’s as sturdy as a linebacker and 
plays with that mentality. He’s never missed playing time 
because of an injury and that includes taking 42 sacks in 1997. 

“The rest of those guys go out and there get hit every 
play,” Stoerner said. “I figure if get hit 10 times a game | ought 
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TOP seedalsl 


TENNESSEE | = 

Tee Martin headed into the 1998 season as the Volunteers’ big question 
mark. He emerged from the Flesta Bowl as an exclamation point. And with the 
feturn of Jamal Lewis from knee surgery, Tennessee has the best and deepest 
group of running backs in the country. 

Junior Travis Henry posted 970 yards in the nine games after Lewis got hurt. 
Lewis is projected as full go for the season, when he hopes to improve upon 
the 1,302 yards he gained in 10 starts as a true freshman in 1997. 

Want more depth? Quick Travis Stephens gained 60 yards against the 
vaunted Florida State defense in the Fiesta Bowl. These guys can throw any 
sort of game at you from the backfield, and Martin is the kind of leader who 
gets the most out of everybody — as well as hifting the big passes when his 
team needs if most. 


2. ARIZONA 


The Wildcats don’t much care who Is playing quarterback; Keith Smith and 
Ortege Jenkins seamlessly split the duties last season and figure to do so again 
in 1999. Smith set a Pac-10 record with a rating of 174.17, while Jenkins just has 
a knack for big plays. Trung Canidate has lots of zip, averaging 7.3 yards a 
rush last season and scoring eight TDs on runs of 48 yards or more. Backups 
Leon Callen and Leo Mills also have some flash. 


3. NORTH CAROLINA STATE 


Quarterback Jamie Barnette doesn’t run much, but he keeps plays alive 
with his movement, and then he certainly knows what to do with the ball, He’s 
thrown for 7,141 yards (on pace to break ACC career passing records) with 46 
touchdowns, and has been the single most important player in N.C. State's 
fesurgence, But he’s only half the story in this backfield, with tailbacks 
Rahshon Spikes and Ray Robinson. 

4. FLORIDA STATE _ 

RB Travis Minor and QB Chris Weinke are supremely ‘talented, and the depth 
behind them has improved. Minor skipped track in the spring, while Weinke 
overcame the neck injury that wrecked the end of the 1998 season for him. 
Jeff Chaney, Raymont Skaggs and fullback William McCray are in the back- 
field, as well as super recruit Nick Maddox. And at QB, Marcus Outzen and 
Jared Jones are far better prepared to help than in 1998. 


5. ARIZONA STATE 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


Rank Name Yr Ht Wt College 


1. Drew Brees Jr 6-1 212 Purdue 

2. Chris Redman Sr 6-3 225 _ Louisville 

3. Chad Pennington Sr 6-3 220 Marshall 

4. Tim Rattay — sr__6-1 200 LouisianaTech 
5. Joe Hamilton Sr 5-10 189 Georgia Tech 
6. Quincy Carter So 6-2 219 Georgia 

7. Marc Bulger Sr 6-3 210 West Virginia 
8. JamieBarnette Sr 6-0 203 N.C. State 
9. Tee Martin Sr 6-3 215 Tennessee 
10. Clint Stoerner Sr 6-2 210 Arkansas 
11. Carson Palmer So 6-4 220 Southern Cal 


12. David Neill Fr «6-3 190 Nevada 

_ 13. Keith Smith Sr 5-10 208 Arizona 

14. Antwaan Randle El So 5-10 181 __ Indiana 

15. Ryan Kealy Jr 6-2 200 Arizona State 

16. Tim Lester Sr 6-3 215 Western Michigan 


__17. Romaro Miller dre 621 190 Ole Miss 

18. WaltChurch = Jr ~— 6-4 — 220 Eastern Michigan _ 
19. Ortege Jenkins = Jr_—« 6-2 224 Arizona 

20. Major Applewhite So 6-1 195 Texas 


ASU can run all day with a stable of quality tunning backs, although ‘the 
temptation Is there to just stick with J.R. Redmond and let him go. Junior QB 
Ryan Kealy threw for 2,161 yards during what was considered a sophomore 
slump, but he finished strong — including a 511-yard passing day against Ari- 
zona — and Is determined to play with a more carefree attitude in 1999. 


6. MARSHALL 


IN 


\Q9 


A couple of years ago, Chad Pennington had been dismissed as merely the 
guy who threw the balls up there that Randy Moss caught. But now the 6-3, 
217-pound senior rates with the best quarterbacks in the country. He threw for 
3,170 yards last year without Moss, And he’s got dynamite running back Doug 
Chapman to give It to, Chapman has rushed for more than 1,000 yards in 
each of the past three seasons. 

MISSISSIPPI | 

Spectacular quarterback Romaro Miller and 1 ,000-yard tailback Deuce 
McAllister give the Rebels a double-dip offensive threat that they haven't had 
in eons. And new coach David Cutcliffe, formerly the Tennessee offensive 
coordinator, knows how to get the most out of them. 

.- ALABAMA __ 

Tallback Shaun Alexander might be the most complete running back in col- 
lege football, and QB Andrew Zow came in as a freshman last season and led 
the Tide better than they had a right to think he could, And the addition of 
fedshirted superfrosh Tyler Watts makes that position even stronger. 

9. ARKANSAS 


The SEC has backfields to burn, and quarterback Clint Stoemer and Chrys — 
Chukwuma (5.8 yards a carry while sharing the RB job last year) can burn any 
defense. In his first year in coach Houston Nutt's offense, Stoerner passed for 
239 yards a game with 26 touchdowns and only eight interceptions. 


10. GEORGIA 


Quincy Carter injected excitement into the Bulk Bulldogs offense as a freshman, 
passing for 2,500 yards and rushing for nearly 300 more. Although Patrick Pass 
has been injury-prone and Jasper Sanks has grown into a fullback, they have 
the talent. Robert Amaud has shown some flashes of brilliance, too, averaging 
6,7 yards a carry last season. 


__21, Mike Moschetti Sr 6-0 195 Colorado 

22. JessePalmer Jr 6-2 217 Florida 

23. Kevin Feterik Sr 6-0 190 BYU 

24. Jarious Jackson Sr 6-1 228 Notre Dame 
_25. Mike McMahon _Jr__6-3_215 Rutgers 


Not rated due to injury: Doug Johnson (Florida), Bobby Newcombe 
(Nebraska), Chris Weinke (Florida State) 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN to bounce up and shake it off.” 

That tough mentality comes with a 
soft passing touch and the ability to go 
downfield consistently. He is also an 
effective scrambler. 

Stoerner needs 654 yards to break 
Arkansas’ career passing record of 
5,782 yards (Barry Lunney, 1995). 

There are a few areas coaches would 
like Stoerner to fine tune. He lost two 
fumbles that were his fault, and he 
threw some interceptions when he 
either tried to force a play or was trying 
to throw away the ball but didn’t heave 


DREW BREES, PURDUE 


it hard enough. 
“He doesn’t have to be Superman and try to throw five 
touchdowns a game,” Nutt said. 
All Stoemer has to do is keep his grip on the wheel. 
— Scott Cain 
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Arizona’s Long-ball Threat is a Heisman ‘Canidate’ 


TRUNG CANIDATE 


able position. Goal-line back. Pos- 
session receiver. Rush end. 
Coverage cornerback. 

Now comes long-yardage back, a 
label and position created by Arizona tail- 
back Trung Canidate. 

In two seasons as Arizona's leading 


F ootball has a label for every conceiv- 


rusher, Canidate has scored 15 touch- 
downs. Astonishingly, 11 have been runs 
in excess of 35 yards. In one game, a vic- 
tory over Arizona State last November, 
Canidate scored on runs of 80, 68 and 
45 yards. 

“I’ve never heard of that,” said Wild- 
cat coach Dick Tomey. Canidate’s 7.3 


yards per carry was the highest in the Pac- 
10 in more than 30 years. 

“I've had the privilege to coach a lot 
of good backs, including Napoleon Kauf- 
man, who is as explosive as they come,” 
said Jeff Woodruff, Arizona’s running 
backs coach. “What Trung does, score 
from anywhere on the field, is what our 
staff calls ‘hitting a home run.’ In that 
regard, he had a year like Mark McGwire.” 

A 5-11, 199-pound senior from 
Phoenix, Canidate admits it took weeks 
for his 1998 performance to register. 
“When spring practice started, | took out 
the old game tapes and watched them 
again for the first time in a few months,” 
he said. “It kind of caught me by surprise. 
It was like, ‘Oh, man, that’s me.’ ” 

In the final four games of Arizona's 
regular season, Canidate had eight long 
runs that totaled 494 yards — a 61.8- 
yard average. 

He ran 75 and 45 yards for scores 
against Washington State. He bolted 71 
yards to break open a tight game and 
help the Wildcats rout Oregon. In a tense 
game at Cal, he had a burst of 51 yards 
for a score. Then came his epic, 288-yard 
performance against Arizona State in 
which he averaged 16 yards a carry. 

“He’s the best back I’ve ever played 
with and the best back I've ever seen,” 
said Arizona quarterback Keith Smith. “I 
can’t believe his speed and quickness. | 
hand him the ball and | watch and | think, 
‘There’s no way he’s going to get through 
there.’ But like he says, give him 14 
inches and he'll do the rest.” 

At the conclusion of Arizona's 12-1 
season, best in school history, Canidate 
attracted so much attention that copy edi- 
tors stopped inserting an additional “d” 
into his name. They were finally learning: 
One “d.” 

Canidate. Rhymes with Heisman candi- 
date. That's where Canidate finds himself 
entering his senior season in Tucson — a 
worthy challenger to Wisconsin's Ron Dayne 
and Purdue’s Drew Brees, among others. 

“| know I'm going to be hearing those 
questions, but I'm not going to let it distract 
me,” Canidate said. “This program is built on 
team-first goals. If | ever put myself first, I'll 
be letting my teammates down. You hear 
Heisman talk about guys every year who get 
caught up in it and have a bad year. I’m 
learning from those guys.” 

Canidate’s modesty seems genuine. 
He was suitably humbled after a lost 
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senior season at Phoenix Central High 
School, and it has carried over. His 
team won one game in 1994, and 
Canidate was not only injured, but at 
odds with the coaching staff. He 
| insists the fallout is that he was 
unfairly tagged as an attitude case. 
Recruiters didn’t disappear 
| entirely. He took visits to Colorado 
and Arizona, but entered college as a 
man without a position. Wildcat 
coaches tried him on defense, at 
receiver, and as a chaser on special 
teams. In the spring of '97 he per- 
suaded UA coaches to give him one 
more look at tailback. 

“| did everything but get on my 
knees and beg,” Canidate said with a 
laugh. “I let them know how serious 
I was about being a tailback.” 

Canidate entered the '97 spring 
season challenging former Parade All- 
American tailback Leon Callen to be 
Arizona’s starter. When Callen tore up 
a knee, the job was Canidate’s by 
default even though he hadn’t carried 
the ball in competition for two years, 
and never in college ball. 

What is it they say about humble beginnings? 

His sophomore season was, at times, remarkable. He ran 
67 yards for a touchdown at UCLA, the first of his home runs. 
A week later he sprinted 96 yards, a school record, for a score 
that keyed a comeback victory against San Diego State. He 
gained 621 yards through five games and was on the brink of a 
breakout season. But just as he was being discovered, Canidate 
suffered a stress fracture in his left foot that essentially kept him 
out 10 months. 

He missed training camp in '98 and wasn’t certain until late 
August if he would play much, if at all. He looked fit, but was 
probably five to seven pounds overweight. He had no durability, 
missed the team’s opener at Hawaii, and was unspectacular, if 
productive, in Arizona's next seven games. The Wildcats were 
7-1 and Canidate had 491 yards. 

Once he regained his zip, he was superb. 

He rushed for 180 yards against Oregon, 174 against Wash- 
ington State, 84 at Cal, and 288 against ASU. In a rousing Holi- 
day Bowl victory over Nebraska, Canidate found a way to gain 
101 yards against the Cornhuskers in a defensive struggle. Total 
yards: 1,321. 

“When he feels good,” said Tomey, “he has the ability to hit 
home runs like no other player I’ve coached.” 

Canidate has become the type of franchise back the Wild- 
cats haven’t had since Art Luppino led the NCAA in rushing 
45 years ago. 

“When I came here | thought I would be a starter, but I didn’t 
know what it would take to get to that point,” Canidate said. 

“When you spend a year redshirting and another year on the 
(punt) team, you get hungrier. You appreciate the chance to be 
on the field. | think I’m a better player now because | know what 
it’s like for the coaches not to know my name. This is my senior 
year. I’ve paid my dues and now it’s time for me to collect.” 

— Greg Hansen 
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RICKY WILLIAMS, TEXAS TECH 


Top RUNNING BACKS 


Rank Name Yr Hit 
1. Ron Dayne ox _-5-10__—-2683 
2. Ricky Williams Jr 5-9 _—*(190 
3.__ Travis Prentice Ste __6-1),__228 
4. Shaun Alexander SGT 205 
5. _Trung Canidate Sie fost) Paid 
6, _J,R. Redmond oe 0:01 210 
7, Travis Minor _ Jr 6-1. — 190 
8. Thomas Jones St 5-10 205 
9, EricMcCoo So. 510 (198 
10, James Jackson Jt 1] 215 
1]. LaMont Jordan Jr Oslileee 2G 
12. Deuce McAllister Jr 6-2 215 
13, Michael Wiley Star 60s 21195 
14, Darren Davis Sr 5-8 190_ 
15. _DeShaun Foster so 6-1 205 

__16. AnthonyThomas Jr = 62 221 
17, Doug Chapman sx -5-10 210 
18._Dante Hall Sr 5-8 190 


19. ChrysChukwuma Sr 1207 


___ 20. Rondell Mealy SI 60 205 
21. Kevin Brown Jr 6-2 218 
22, Derrick Nix So. *6-]_—_—223: 
23. Nathan Simmons Ve AO eS 
24. Demario Brown _ Saal 213 
25. DeMarco McCleskey So _5-1]_—214 
26, Ray Robinson So. 51]__—*198 
27,__Chad Morton ox 58  _‘185 
28, Ken Simonton SO: __°5-7 18] 
29. Travis Zachery So. 16-0._191 
30.__ Mike Anderson _ x 62 220 


__College 


Wisconsin _ 


__TexasTech _ 


Miami, Ohio 
Alabama 
Arizona 


__Arizona State 


Florida State _ 
Virginia 

Penn State _ 
Miami 
Maryland _ 
Mississippi 


9__ Ohio State_ 
_lowa State 


oe 
Michigan _ 


_ Marshall _ 
) _ Texas A&M _ 


Arkansas 


5 LSU 


Washington State 


__ Southern Miss 


Oklahoma State 
Utah State _ 
Cincinnati 

N.C. State 
Southern Cal 
Oregon State 


Clemson 


Utah 


Not rated due to injury: Reuben Droughns (Oregon), DeAngelo Evans 
(Nebraska), Justin Fargas (Michigan), Aaron Harris (Penn State), Jamal 
Lewis (Tennessee) 


Rank Name Ve sat Wt 
|._Ja’Mar Toombs: So__6-1 260 
___2. _MattKeller _ o2Sie 86-01 8238 
___3._ Tommy Banks _ sf 26-0250 
4. D’Andre Hardeman __Sr 9-10 282 

5. Kevin McDougal Sr 6-0 205 

_ 6, Durell Price S60 226 
7. DanAlevander_So__ 6.0245 

8, Aaron Shea_ St 65 __25) 
9._Ed Wilder _ Jt__6-2__255 

10. Phillip Crosby Sr 6-1 243 


__College 
__Texas A&M 
Ohio State 
LSU 


Texas A&M 
Colorado State 


_ UCLA 


Nebraska 


i Michigan 


Georgia Tech 
Tennessee 
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Cc 
Z 
Z 
Z 
C) 


SMOVAG 


UCLA’s Legacy of Farmers is One for the Books 
Top TEAMS: RECEIVERS | ® 


1. UCLA —_ 


These guys are going to make it awfully easy for whoever emerges as 
Cade McNown’s replacement at quarterback — unless he gets confused 
by having foo many open targets. 

The best of the bunch is Danny Farmer, a 6-4, 210-pound senior with the 
leaping ability of a volleyball player. On the other side is junior Brian Poli- 
Dixon, a J.J. Stokes clone who scored 10 times last season on 44 catches. 

Then theres sophomore Freddie Mitchell, who played in only three 
games because of a broken leg. A full season of health will make him one 
of the most feared players in the nation. 


2. MICHIGAN STATE __ —_————- 


Junior Plaxico Burress (6-6, 229 pounds) is the big, rangy guy, and senior 
Gari Scott is the fast, elusive guy, and together they are the best pass- 
catching duo in the country this season, They caught 123 passes for 1,856 
yards and 12 touchdowns last season, and if quarterbacks Bill Burke and 
Ryan Van Dyke show natural improvement, even those numbers could rise 
in 1999. 

3. FLORIDA STATE a 
Any group with Peter Warrick in it has to be high up on a list like this. He's 
Lindy’s preseason offensive player of the year, and seems to be ready to 
take it upon himself (staying at FSU after a disappointing performance in 
the Fiesta Bowl) fo make absolutely certain that the Seminoles win the 
national championship. Ron Dugans and Laveranues Coles are also big, 
fast, and good. 
4. ARKANSAS 
Anthony Lucas is everything a top receiver should be (fast, great hands, 
with a knack for the big play, as evidenced by his 21-yard average on 100 
catches, and 18 TDs in his career), and Joe Dean Davenport is everything a 
top tight end should be, with a 6-7, 257-pound frame and 28 career recep- 
tions. All six of Clint Stoerner's top receivers of 1998 are back for the Hogs. 
5. LOUISVILLE 
Rarely does a tight end rate as a team’s top receiver. But Ibn Green is a 
rare tight end, having amassed an incredible 157 receptions for 2,150 yards 
and 25 touchdowns in his career. Certainly the Cardinals put the ball up a 
lot in coach John L. Smith’s system, with strong-armed Chris Redman pulling 
the trigger. But having four experienced players — Green, Arnold Jackson, 
Lavell Boyd and Charles Sheffield — who combined to snag 256 passes for 
3,500 yards last season alone makes stopping Louisville almost impossible. 
6. STANFORD 


The Cardinal's running game was woeful last season, so whatever offense ; ‘ | ‘ 
it had was generated through the receiving trio of Troy Walters, DeRonnie CLA wide receiver Danny Farmer sits down after practice 


Pitts and Dave Davis. Slippery as a waterbug, Walters was a proven com- and glances up at the north eave of Pauley Pavilion. 
modity as a receiver and a retumer. The other two were revelations. Add Then he turns and glances up to his left. 


them all together and you get this staggering total: 174 catches, 2,599 ur ” yu 
yards and 18 touchdowns. It’s a pretty cool legacy,” Farmer said. “My dad had a hand 


7. WESTERN MICHIGAN in this one, and | helped with that one.” 


Fine Broncos passer Tim Lester has a complete receiving cast that any National championships. 
quarterback would envy. Steve Neal is the best receiver you've never Right up there hangs the 1964 NCAA basketball-title banner 


heard of, amassing a MAC-best 1,121 yards on 63 receptions last season. that hi hn Wood i 
Corey Alston has averaged 23 yards on his 54 career catches, and tight ihe Hel vee eae Ms oe we h Al Scates’s 18 
end Jake Moreland scored 6 TDs on his 44 receptions. nd over there, another banner depicts coac cates s 


asthe” national volleyball championships, two of which Danny Farmer 
Larry Foster and Abram Booty each caught more than 50 passes last sea- helped win. 

son, and will make things much easier for who ever winds up as the Tigers’ It'd be nice to have one of those banners representing the 1998 
new quarterback (perhaps Abram’s brother, Josh Booty). Eight of the meg 
team’s top nine receivers return from 1998, including energized sophomore UCLA football SEASON; he acknowledges, but the Bruins’ chance for 
Reggie Robinson. that one slipped away in the last game of the regular season. 

9. COLORADO __ Part of the deal. 

From the school that chumed out Mike Pritchard, Charles Johnson, Rae “Losing that game was difficult, but we came close,” Farmer said 


Carruth and Michael Westbrook, now comes Javon Green and blazing fast i i iami i = 
5-7 senior Marcus Stiggers. There’s enough depth here, including the retum of the memorably frustrating Eeeolos an Wiernhin tie NUnicane 


of Cedric Cormier from a knee injury, that the loss of Darrin Chiaverini won't rescheduled game of Dec. 5. “We still won 20 games in a row, and 

be a big deal at all. that’s pretty good. | think we'll still be good this season, even though 
MOuNEVADA. : : (quarterback) Cade McNown is gone. We're fortunate to have Drew 

; ee Vey poner of pd system ... but ites oie te Laabeat 3 Bennett, who has been in the program for two years.” 

nsiey is within range of Neva: receiving records (he nha i" ‘aras on, . ; A * 

aes last yan ord TE Darin Higgins ee twice been an dieadie selec- Actually, Farmer had a big day in South Florida, with a 

tion (34 for 517, five TDs). national TV audience and local relatives in attendance at the 


Orange Bowl, when he caught six passes for 135 yards and 
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LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN two touchdowns. 


PETER WARRICK, FLORIDA STATE 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


DANNY FARMER, UCLA 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


JABAR| HOLLOWAY, NOTRE DAME 


He had an even bigger day at the 
Rose Bowl a month later, when he 
nabbed seven passes for 142 yards 


| anda 41-yard touchdown against Wis- 


consin. In all, it was 58 catches for 
1,274 yards and nine touchdowns, 
putting him on pace for school records 
for just about everything this season. 

At 6-4, 210, he’s big, has good 
speed, and great hands ... an unlikely 
guy to be listed as a former walk-on. 
But in his case, he was a volleyball 
athlete who later decided to play foot- 

ball. Now he’s just the latest in a suc- 
cession of UCLA standout wideouts — 
big guys like Shawn LaChapelle, J.J. 
Stokes and Kevin Jordan. 

His hands, size, and that volleyball 
leaping ability make him an outstand- 
ing pro prospect, which he says has 
been a dream since he started collect- 
ing his father’s football cards. George 
Farmer played seven years, with the 
Chicago Bears and Detroit Lions. Danny 
has his dad’s card from each season. 

“It's been a dream, but I’m not 
putting all my eggs into one basket,” 
Danny Farmer said. “If you do that, 
you might get caught (without a 
backup plan). That’s why I’m going to 
school and playing volleyball.” 

He’s soaking up the life of a col- 
lege athlete in Los Angeles, an honor 
student, all-league player in two 
sports, living what he acknowledged 
has been something of a charmed 
life. The family has considerable ties 
to USC, as well as to UCLA. 

Farmer's mother attended UCLA, 
his sister is in law school there and a 
cousin will be a freshman walk-on 
football Bruin this season. A grandfa- 


ther lettered in basketball at USC, where an uncle played foot- 
ball and another cousin played baseball. Somehow, Danny's 
fraternal twin Tim wound up at Loyola Marymount, where he 


plays volleyball. 


“| think that’s it,” Danny Farmer said. “Uncle Dave is a die- 
hard USC fan, but he wears UCLA stuff when I'm playing. So 
does (cousin) Ryan. They're all supportive. That’s important ... | 
think I've just been blessed. I’ve always had a great family and 
great friends. I've just been lucky.” 

Support. Perspective. Such things might be why he has 
another unusual trait to go with his athletic gifts. He received a 
jolt a couple of years ago when a close friend was diagnosed 


with leukemia. 


“That was a very eye-opening experience,” Farmer said of 
the friend, who is now doing well and attending Georgetown. 
“That was hard. It put things in perspective, put life in perspec- 
tive for me. There are things in life you have to overcome. | 
knew then that | was lucky to have what I have. I knew college 
was going to be hard, and that topped it off.” 


Top WIDE RECEIVERS 


170 


Rank Name Yr Ht Wt 
1. Peter Warrick Sr 60 (‘190 
2, DannyFarmer Sr 64 210 
3.__ Anthony Lucas x 63198 
4, Dez White Jt 61 214 
5.__ Plaxico Burress Jr 66 229 
6._Aaron Lockett So Due 155 
7._ Troy Walters x58 
8. RJaySowod st ~~ 1]_—«d175 
9. Travis Taylor J 61188 
10,__Chafie Fields S61 1% 
11, Sherrod Gideon pasion 6-00 176) 
12, Nian Taylor _ Sian G-2 2197) 
13, Trevor Insley Jr 60 +175 
14, Gari Scott St 6-1 197 
_15.__Chris Coleman x60 — 205 
16. Amold Jackson S538" 160 
__17.__ Dennis Northcutt Sr S-11__172 
18. Kahlil Hill SOP a 6G 1858 
19, Tony Hartley Sr 60 ‘190 
20._KwomeCavil ir 62200 
21, JaJuanDawson Sr ~— 1 — 201 
__ 22. Latef Grim st 60 «185 
23, Margin Hooks _ = ais. 5-11 190 
24. Jerian James = A = 60 185 
25. Damien Groce ‘S59 182 
___26. WendeliMontgomery St 6-2 209 
_27. RonDugans_ S63 190 
___ 28. Cedrick Wilson Jf 5-10'_:175 
ae Luke sleverson St __ 60 _—*'18i 
0, = Santana Moss Je 5-11 175 


Not rated due fo injury: Abram Booty, ‘(LSU), Freddie Mitchell (UCLA), Quinton 


Spotwood (Syracuse), Reggie Wayne (Miami) 


Rank Name _ Yr __Ht 
1, Jabari Holloway JS 6-4 
<2, lon Green Sr 6-2 
___3._Joe Dean | Davenport Sr 6-7 
4, DanielFranks sss Jr ~S 66 
5. Casey Crawford ro 

6. Joke Moreland __Sr__ 4 

___7,_Anthony Becht role 10-0 
8. BrianNotkin Jr 6-4 
9. Andy Kassotis poli 0-0 
10. Darin Higgins st 64 


Not tated due fo injury: Alge Crumpler (North Carolina) 


Farmer says it reminds him to cherish his opportunities. Just 
having the opportunity to play — do something he loves, like 
catch footballs or spike volleyballs — is part of why he’ll some- 
times congratulate an opposing cornerback on a nice play, or 


help him from the ground. 


“If you have respect for your opponents, you let them know. 
| think that lets them feel good as a person,” Farmer said. “That 
says something about you, too. I’m pretty simple, with nothing 


to hide ... I just try to be nice.” 


200 


Stanford 


Hlorida 


_ College — 
Florida State 
UCLA 
Arkansas 
Georgia Tech 
Michigan State 
Kansas State 


Southern Cal 


Penn State 
Souther Miss 
Washington State 
Nevada 
Michigan State 
N.C. State 
Louisville 
Arizona 

lowa 

Oregon 
Texas 

Tulane 
Pittsburgh 
BYU 

Houston 
lowa State 
Wyoming 
Florida State 
Tennessee 
Minnesota 
Miami 


College 
Notre Dame 
Louisville 
Arkansas 
Miami 
Virginia 
Western Michigan 
West Virginia 
UTEP 

Utah 
Nevada 


— Rob Miech 
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OFFENSIVE 


MICHIGAN OFFENSIVE LINE 


e was raised in Georgia, but Jeff Backus was raised know- 


ing Michigan football. Because his mother, uncle and 

grandfather all attended the University of Michigan, he 
got his measure of maize and blue. And there was one thing 
Backus particularly liked: the Wolverines’ reputation for produc- 
ing dominating offensive lines. It was a big reason he chose to 
go to Ann Arbor. 

“When | was a little kid, | knew about Michigan offensive line- 

men,” Backus said. “I knew about them overpowering other guys. | 


remember the 1992 season, where all five offensive linemen eventu- 


ally played in the NFL. That impressed me a lot about Michigan.” 
But halfway through the 1998 season, because he knew all 
about the tradition, he was painfully aware of something else: 
The offensive line had not lived up to it. 
Michigan started the season with four of five starters back 
from a line that had played a key role in the Wolverines’ 1997 
run to the national championship. Much was expected. But a 


couple of early season injuries — most notably the broken leg of 


junior right guard Chris Ziemann — hurt the continuity. 

General inconsistency prevented the Wolverines from a fast 
start ... and in September and October, the line appeared to be 
vastly overrated. 

Sophomore Steve Hutchinson started at center, but never 
felt comfortable there and moved back to left guard. Classmate 
David Brandt played all three inside line positions before finally 
settling in at center. Sophomore Maurice Williams, converted 
from the defensive line, started twice at right guard before giv- 
ing way to junior Steve Frazier. The only constant was at the 


tackles, where Backus and senior Jon Jansen started every game. 


But, the offense barely produced enough points to get by. 
The Wolverines concluded the month of October with a dismal 
effort in a close win at Minnesota, one in which they were held 
to minus-23 yards rushing. 

That proved to be a wake-up call. 

“| think the offensive line had a little chip on its shoulder after 
that,” former Michigan running back Clarence Williams said. “Those 
guys read and heard all the negative things being said about them. 


1. 


Big, Bad Wolverines Look for Season-long Consistency 
| ) Top OFFENSIVE LINES 


WISCONSIN = 

The Badgers lose their biggest offensive tackle ever. with Aaron Gibson 
going in the first round of the NFL draft, yet they'll still line up and dare any- 
body to try to stop Ron Dayne. Come and get him. 

It might be noted that Chris Mcintosh was the left tackle even with Gibson in 
the lineup, and Casey Rabach rates with the best centers in the country. Vet- 
eran guards Dave Costa and Bill Ferrario are more than solid, and check out 
the size on the right tackle candidates to replace Gibson — sophomore Brian 
Lamont is 6-8, 316 and redshirt freshman Ben Johnson Is 6-7, 319. 

Backup inside guy Rob Roell has starting experience at guard and center, 
and how about those monstrous tight ends, Dague Retzlaff (6-8, 280) and John 
Sigmund (6-6, 281)? They’te fast tackles with good hands — these guys will 
mash with anybody. 

Another thing ... maybe the 5-10, 253-pound Dayne should count as an 
additional lineman blocking for himself, too. 


2. FLORIDA STATE 


3. 


Every single gu single guy / who lined up and smashed mouths with Tennessee In the 
Fiesta Bowl is back, and they have every expectation of doing it again with 
the Vols in the Sugar Bowl. Guard Jason Whitaker is the leader, but in addition 
to the five returning starters, the Seminoles are pushed by internal competition 
— center Eric Thomas was on the verge of losing his starting job to Jarad Moon 
in the spring. 

.TEXASTECH 

“The Red Raiders might have had the most balanced offense in college foot- 
ball last season, averaging 201.7 yards rushing and 202.7 passing. Much of 
that, of course, |s a result of play-calling, but much of that play-calling is a 
result of the things an offense can do behind a special O-Line. Guys like 327- 
pound tackle Jonathan “the House” Gray, and 327-pound guard Curtis Low- 
ery are back to lead a veteran group. 


4. TENNESSEE 


7 


. SYRACUSE _ 


Guard Cosey Coleman, tackle Chad Clifton and center Spencer Riley are, — 
flat out, the best trio of offensive linemen in the country, And there's little 
doubt that whoever Phillip Fulmer puts on the field next fo them will do fine. 


. MICHIGAN 


This group ts interesting | in that it had some sensational games last year, and 
then some less-than-Impressive performances, With four returning starters and 
several experienced backups, coach Lloyd Carr is counting on increased con- 
sistency, and he'll get it. Guard Steve Hutchinson is a preseason All-American, 
and tackle Jeff Backus is a leader of the veteran group, which has good size, 
as well as depth, If Jeff Ziemann returns strong from a broken leg that wrecked 
his 1998, the unit gains some serious flexibliity, too. 


. ALABAMA 


The whole line that helped the Tide tum the comer returns fo take another — 
step in Mike DuBose’s reconstruction campaign. Senior tackle Chris Samuels (6- 
5, 294) is the headliner. 


The Orangemen have four Orange Bow starters returning, led by tackle - 
Mark Baniewicz. With an entirely new backfield, it is important for the line to 
step above and beyond to protect new quarterback Madei Williams. 


. MIAMI 


The Hurricanes pride themselves on being complete linemen, andthey — 
threw the ball and ran the ball equally well (ask Edgerrin James) last year, 
averaging 203 rushing and 248 passing. Now four starters return up front, led by 
Lindy’s fitst-team All-American guard Richard Mercier. 


. PENN STATE 


The Nittany Lions fought through a number of key injuries up front in 1998, 
and figure they‘re due to get some good breaks in that regard in 1999. Eric 
Cole is as reliable as any center in the country, and with three other starters up 
front — including the burly John Blick and talented Kareem McKenzie — this 
deep group should be solid. 


10. GEORGIA TECH 


~ Tackles Jon Carman and Chris Brown have become fixtures as the tackle 
spots for the Yellow Jackets, who have four returning OL starters. The Yellow 
Jackets have developed an excellent balance to their offense, at least partly 
due to the time these guys give QB Joe Hamilton. Senior guard Noah King Is 
moving over fo center to the spot vacated by All-ACC center Craig Page. 


They wanted to get back the respect they deserved.” 


The line did just that in leading the Wolverines to four wins 


in their final five games, including impressive efforts against No. 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


STEVE HUTCHINSON, MICHIGAN 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


CHRIS McINTOSH, WISCONSIN 


Rank Name _ Yr, Ht Wt “College: 
Ses Steve Hutchinson Ss Jr_—O- 5-5 296 Michigan __ 
2. Richard Mercier Ss Sr_—6-2 290 — Miami 
_3._Cosey Coleman Jt 65 315 Tennessee 

4. SemisiHeimuli St 6-2 303 Texas A&M 

6. RobMurphy ————sSr_—=«65 +3800 OhioState —_ 
=z Jason Whitaker S65 300 Florida Sta State 

7. AdamDavis st. ~—6-4_— 275 ~OklahomaState 
8. Chukky Okobi _ Jt 62.318. Purdue. 

___9. RyanJohnanningmaier Sr 67 310 Colorado _ 

__10, Curtis Lowery _ St 65 327 TexasTech 

11. NoellaMontagne ss Sr_—«65 ~—302_‘Virginia_ 

_ 12 BrodBedell Sr 65310 Colorado 

__ 13. Travis Claridge _ __ Ss 66 310 Southern Cal __ 
14, Kareem McKenzie Jt 6-7 320 PennState 
15._ Chad Ward Jr 6-5 315 Washington _ - 


Not rated due to injury: Terrence Metcalf (Mississippi) 


9 Penn State, previously unbeaten and No. 6 Wisconsin, and 
Arkansas in the Citrus Bowl. 

They took the challenge of matching up statistically with All- 
American Ron Dayne and the highly touted Wisconsin O-Line. In 
that one, UM ran for 257 yards against a Badgers defense that 
allowed an average of 79 yards a game the rest of the season. 

“People said we should pass the ball because we couldn't 
run it,” Michigan offensive coordinator Mike DeBord said. “We 
never believed that. Our philosophy is good, and we stuck with 
it. Our kids rose to the occasion.” 

Well, mostly. A week later, they stopped running. Against 
Ohio State, quarterback Tom Brady set a Michigan single-game 
passing record with 375 yards, but the Wolverines ran for just 4 
yards in the game and lost convincingly, 31-16. 

“Ultimately, the line is the key to any offense,” Backus said. 
“If there's no protection, the quarterback can’t throw the ball. If 
you can’t open holes, you can't run the ball. And in the Big Ten, 
you can’t do much without running the ball.” 

And that was the approach the line took into the Citrus Bowl 
against Arkansas — determined to reverse the Ohio State expe- 
rience. Facing one of the Southeastern Conference’s quickest 
defenses, the Wolverines ran for 204 yards and passed for 230 
more. The line helped sophomore tailback Anthony Thomas earn 
Most Valuable Player honors. 

Consistently playing at that level is what drives Backus and 
the boys heading into the 1999 season. 

Four bowl starters — Backus, Hutchinson, Brandt and Frazier — 
are back, as are backups Williams and Adam Adkins. Jansen’s consis- 


Rank Name Yr_Ht Wt College 
1. ChrisMclintosh ——Sr_6-7 307 Wisconsin ‘es E 
_2. Johnathan Gray ___Jr_ 6-5 _ 367 _ Texas Tech 
3. ChrisSamuels Ss Sr_- 6-5 = 294 ~=Alabama 
4, JeffBackus _ Jr 6-6 288 Michigan : 
5. Bernard Robertson _ Jf 16-25'285> Tulane 
_6. Manuia Savea Sr 6-2 296 Arizona _ = 

__7. Chad Clifton Sr_ 6-6 320. Tennessee _ — 

8. Todd Wade Sr_ 6-7 320 Mississippi 

9. Brian Polak Jr 64 325 UCLA 

_ 10, John Blick St 6-6 323 PennState 

_11._ Tarlos Thomas Jr 65 310 Florida State 

_ 12, Jon Carman Sr 6-8 335 Georgia Tech 5 

__13, MarvelSmith _——Jr._-6-6 305 ArizonaState 

14, Jeno James St 6-4 303 Aubun 

__ 15, Floyd Womack. Jr 6-6 336 _ Mississippi SI State 


Rank Name Yr Ht Wt College 
1. Rob Riti Sr_ 6-3 289 Missouri _ 
_ 2. Casey Rabach _ ___Jr 6-5 287 Wisconsin i 
_3. Zac Zedalis 716-3) 298) Flondaiy 
__4, Mike Mclaughlin Sr_6-4 305 _ Stanford = 
5. John Romero Sr_ 6-3 310 California 
_6. BenHamilton Jr 6-5 271 Minnesota 
__7,_ John Merandi St 6-3 299 NotreDame _ 
8, Eric Cole Sr_ 6-5 300 Penn State _ = 
SS TOKim Niedrach. ~~ _St2'653' 282°" Purdue _ , oe 
10. SpencerRiley __Sr_6-3 305 Tennessee 
11. Bruce Wiggins Jt 63 275 Arizona 
12, John st. Clair ss Sr_ 6-5 295 Virginia 
_13. TyWise St 62 290_Miomi_— 
_14, Mike Malano___Sr_6-2_300_San Diego State__ 
15. Matt O'Neal Sr 6-3 262 Oklahoma 


tency — he started a school-record 50 consecutive games — will be 
missed, but either Williams or Ziemann can play that spot. 

“We want to be known as a tough line that sustains blocks 
and goes to the whistle. | want the defensive linemen to feel like 
they've been harassed the whole game. Our job is to be ina 
fight for 60 minutes. That's all offensive line play is, fighting until 
the whistle.” 

— Jim Cnockaert 
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Virginia Tech’s Moore Is Lightning From the Edge 


A yy , f 


COREY MOORE 


e Big East Conference's reigning Defensive Player of the 
Year wants to see one major change in Virginia Tech's 1999 
headlines: 

Less of Moore. 

Not that Tech end Corey Moore isn’t likely to put his name in 
bold ink after a junior season that saw him lead the Big East with 13 
1/2 sacks, make four All-America teams and earn MVP honors dur- 
ing the Hokies’ 38-7 rout of Alabama in the Music City Bowl. 

The 6-0, 218-pound Brownsville, Tenn. native simply doesn’t 
like tackling questions about himself. 

“I’m very uncomfortable with it.” Moore said. “I don’t like 
the attention. 

“I don’t want the attention. Look at those guys I play with. 
We have a lot of athletic people. It’s kind of unfortunate that the 
media is throwing all the spotlight on me. It’s unfair to my team- 
mates. That's why I shy away from it.” 

Virginia Tech returns three other All-Big East picks — end 
John Engelberger, tackle Nat Williams and linebacker Jamel Smith 
— to a defensive unit that finished near the top of the Division I- 
A rankings in four major categories. 

“If a team solely focuses on me, then we have other great 
people who are probably more capable than | am at dominating 
a ballgame,” Moore said. “I think our defense can be the best in 
the country. 

“A team would be absolutely stupid to focus on trying to stop me.” 

That's the price of fame for a guy who went from a non- 
starter as a sophomore to a major national star 12 months later. 
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Top DEFENSIVE LINES 


. FLORIDA STATE 


It's not a matter of when Florida State will have another All-American on the 
defensive line (hint: this season), it's more of a question of who and how many. 

The obvious answer is senior Corey Simon, a defensive tackle with linebacker’s 
speed who was so devastating last year that he was selected All-America despite 
being a part-time starter. With Jerry Johnson at his side, teams won't be getting 
much of a push on the interior of the line. 

Bobby Bowden called Simon “our most dominating player last year,” yet injuries 
kept him from enjoying the huge season that would have chased him to the NFL 
early the way it has so many other Seminole D-linemen. 

Two juniors man the end positions. Returning starter Roland Seymour had a fine 
sophomore season and is primed for a breakout year ... buf he might not have 
more of a breakthrough than Jamal Reynolds, He was the talk of spring ball, prov- 
ing to be as unblockable as recent FSU All-American ends Andre Wadsworth, Peter 
Boulware and Reinard Wilson. 


- VIRGINIA TECH 


|r 


. OHIO STATE 


. KANSAS STATE 


The Hokies tend fo play in more anonymity than most winning programs — 
senior end John Engelberger is known as “Silent but Violent” for his aversion fo inter- 
views — but here’s one name to remember amid all the Florida State studs: Corey 
Moore. The defensive end had 13 1/2 sacks last season and 20 more quarterback 
hurries. With everybody else on the line retuming, this group looks great. 


. TENNESSEE 


Like FSU's Corey Simon, Darwin Walker leads the way from the inside out. He’s 
been downright unblockable at times, and now he’s seeking the kind of consis- 
tency that will ensure him the kind of post-season All-America recognition that he’s 
getting in the preseason. Shaun Ellis is a Gynamic end among the four quality ends 
and deep tackles that make the Vols so formidable. 


OK, so there isn’t a certain Al-American in the bunch, but this much is sure: The 
Buckeyes will be fresh to the final minute. All four first-string linemen return, and, as if 
that's not enough, all four second-string linemen are back, End Brent Johnson 
(seven sacks last season) could be the one emerging as the star, but with all that 
Incredible depth, the Buckeyes will get if done by committee. 


Senior end Darren Howard is o major force as a pass rusher (10 1/2 sacks last 
season, 24 for his career), and tackle Damion Mcintosh Is a big reason why the 
Wildcats are so staunch against the run (98.3 yards per game). There’s experience 
back at the other spots and more help coming from the junior college ranks. 


- CALIFORNIA 


Not content with having the Pac-10's hardest-hitting line retum virtually intact, 
the Bears went out and signed JC end Johnny Jackson, who totaled an astonish- 
ing 30 sacks last season. He'll fitin nicely with a defense that made 125 tackles for 
loss last year. Jerry DeLoach is 310 pounds of granite in the middle; Andre Carter 
has superstar qualities. 


- NOTRE DAME 


8. TEXAS 


10. PENN STATE. 


The top eight Irish defensive linemen are back from last season, and five or six of 
them have had absolutely dominating moments in their careers. Now it’s time for 
Lamont Bryant, Antwon Jones, Lance Legree and Brad Williams to play that way all 
the time. They have a chance to jump high up on this list by season's end. 


What the Longhorns have is an experienced front that got 18 sacks and 42 tack- 
les for loss from their big three — end Aaron Humphrey, tackle Casey Hampton 
and Cedric Woodard, who can play both spots. They would like to add another 
pass rush threat to complement Humphrey, and no one is ruling out super recruit 
Cory Redding. 


. SOUTHERN MISS 


Here’s the front of a defense that has all four starters from a season in which 
they amassed 56 sacks. End Adalius Thomas is the marquee player, owing to his 
12.5 sacks last season (he’s got 25.5 sacks and 40 tackles behind the line in his 
three seasons in Hattiesburg). 


Defensive end Courtney Brown was one of the most unblockable players in col- 
lege football last season, accounting for 23 tackles behind the line. The Nittany 
Lions have been relatively undersized, but Brown's emergence proved to be an 
equaiizer ... and now three starters return up front. 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


COREY MOORE, VIRGINIA TECH 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


DARWIN WALKER, TENNESSEE 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


Moore might as well have a bulls- 
eye plastered in the middle of jersey 
No. 56. 

“Last year there was no pressure 
on me to perform,” Moore said. “I 
won't allow any pressure to be put 
on me this year. I'll just be myself, 
subdued and calm, keeping it real.” 
What's unreal is the 40-yard dash 
time Moore clocked in Tech’s winter 
conditioning program, a ridiculous 
4.38 seconds. 

Whew! 

“That's what the scouts said, 
‘Whew.'” Moore acknowledged, 

Had Moore been that fast four years 
ago, he might have been more highly 
recruited out of Haywood County High 
School, where he served as class presi- 
dent for three years. 

A finalist for Tennessee's “Mr. 
Football” award as a senior, Moore 
signed with Mississippi but never 
played for the Rebels, leaving then- 


| coach Tommy Tuberville’s program 


for Holmes (Miss.) Junior College. 

What happened? 

“| sort of got bad vibes with Coach 
Tuberville,” Moore said. “I just felt at 
the time, that wasn’t the right place 
for me.” 

Moore wound up in Blacksburg 
after Virginia Tech hired Charley Wiles 
as its defensive line coach in 1996. 


} Moore was out of Wiles’ league when 


) | he was recruiting for Division I-AA 


COREY SIMON, FLORIDA STATE 


nessee,” Moore said. 


Murray State, but a good coach never 
throws away telephone numbers. 
Where would Moore be now had 
Tech head coach Frank Beamer not 
hired Wiles? 

“Probably Arizona State or Ten- 


“| know I wouldn't be here. | had never 


really heard of Virginia Tech until after the (1995) Sugar Bowl.” 

Moore is too young to recall the glory days of former Tech 
defensive end Bruce Smith, but he is fast becoming as popular 
as the 1984 Outland Trophy winner and current Buffalo Bills star 
with the crowds in Lane Stadium. 

However, the feeling isn’t quite mutual. 

“| like playing on the road better,” Moore said. “Nothing 
against our fans, but I feel more comfortable on the road. | like 
going to somebody's house and kicking their butt.” 

In that case, the Hokies’ 37-0 victory at Clemson last Sep- 
tember must have been the happiest day of Moore's career. 

“| loved it,” Moore said. “For us to come out and see the 
stadium packed, and by halftime to see half the people just fad- 
ing away, then by the end of the third quarter it was almost 


empty ... 


that was definitely satisfying.” 


Will Moore be satisfied if he continues to remain in the fore- 
front in '99, dominating offensive linemen who outweigh him by 
more than 100 pounds? Partly because Engelberger — a 6-4, 
265-pound NFL prospect — doesn’t grant any media requests at 
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Rank Name Ht Wt College 
__1._ Corey Moore 60 218 Virginia Tech 
2. Chris Combs 66 275 Duke 
3. Courtney Brown 6-5 270 Penn State 
4. Adewale Ogunleye 64 267 Indiana 
__5,_Roland Seymour 6-4 264 Florida State 
_6. John Engelberger 6-4 269 Virginia Tech 
_7._ Darren Howard sr 64 265 Kansas State 
8. Kabeer Gbaja-Biamila Sr 64 240 San Diego State 
9. Adalius Thomas Sr__ 6-4 252 Southern Mississippi 
10. Leonardo Carson Sr 63 282 Auburn 
11. Robaire Smith Sr 65 269 Michigan State 
12, Lamont Bryant S63 260 Notre Dame 
_13,_ Brian Young sr 6-4 274 UTEP 
14, Jabari Issa sr 6-6 295 Washington 
15. Aaron Humphrey _ sr 6-3 —255_Texas — — 
_16._ Andre Carter Jt 6-4 250 California O 
_17,_ Jamal Reynolds Jr 64 240 Florida State S 
18. Shaun Ellis Sr 64 275 Tennessee —* Pr 
19. Clark Haggans sr__6-4 235 Colorado State . 
20, Kenny Smith Jr 65 286 Alabama foray! 
21. John Favret Jt 64 237 Wisconsin ‘ ey" 
22. Sultan Abdul-Malik Jr 6-3 225 Southern Cal wal 
_23. Jarvis Green So 6-3 261 LSU 
24. Justin Smith So 65 256 Missouri 4 
_28. Brent F Johnson Jr 64 265 Ohio State — =. = 
Not rated due to injury: Paul Toviessi (Marshall) Dh 
ie 
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Rank Name Yr Ht Wt College” Ha 
1. Corey Simon St 64 275 Florida State Z 
2. Darwin Walker S63 290 Tennessee I ‘ 
3. Damionelews sr, ~=S 6-2 285 ~Miomi ——“‘«‘ 
_ 4 DamionMcintosh —Sr_—«6-4_—-300_~—«Kansas State . 
5. Jerry Johnson St 6-2 280 FloridaState —_ 
6,_ Ennis Davis Jt 64 295 Southern Cal_ = 
7. Wendell Bryant So 64 298 Wisconsin fz 
_ 8. Jemy Deloach St _6-4 310 California ™ 
9. Taurus Rucker St 6-0 252 Texas Tech tmnt 
10, Casey Hampton Jr 61 300 Texas ree 
_l1. Delbert Cowsette ‘Sr 61 274 Manlond ss ss er 
12, Chris Hovan_ Sr__63 285 Boston College a 
_13._Rob Renes sr 6-1_288 ~Michigan = 
14. Kendrick Clancy _ St 6-2 265 Mississippi TT 
15. Willie Howard Sr 6-4 290 Stanford = 
_16._ Fred Robbins S65 302 Wake Forest re 
_17._ Richard Seymour Jr 66 288 Georgia 
_18._ Derrick Chambers Jr 64 280 Florida 
~19._ James Reed. Je 60 277 _lowaState 
“20, Nat Williams S62 275 VirginiaTech 
21. GiradieMercer Ss Sr ~=62 =2285 Marshall 
_ 22. Kris Kocurek Jr 65 290 Texas Tech 
23. Cedric Woodard Sime Oak 00 lal OXCS a 
_ 24, Carl Bradley Sr 62 288 Virginia Tech 
25._ Byron Frisch _ Sr 65 270 BYU 


all, Moore’s weekly routine this fall is bound to include a barrage 


of interviews. 


“People wanting to know how | could go from a no-name to 


a Virginia Tech star player ... 


I don't like that,” Moore said. 


no superstar. I’m as normal as anybody else.” 


So he says. 


“I'm 


— Robert Anderson 
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ROB MORRIS 


‘or a guy who has made himself sort of 
a local legend by performing such 
outlandish acts as painting his toe- 

nails, eating out of a dog dish, chasing alli- 

gators and making snow angels in the 
conspicuous absence of snow, BYU middle 
linebacker Rob Morris has been pretty 
sedate lately. 

“Actually, most of my time goes into 
homework and school,” he says. 

Oh, wait. That’s a bit weird. 

Yet aside from all of his eccentricities, 
the 6-2, 250-pound senior is among the 
nation’s best linebackers and a candidate 
for the Butkus Award. 

He was the WAC Pacific Division 
Defensive Player of the Year last season, 


leading the Cougars to the league 
championship and the Liberty Bowl. He 
said he decided to return by BYU instead 
of turning pro in part so he could help 
lead the Cougs into the new Mountain 
West Conference. 

“We have the potential to be better 
than we were last year,” he says, aware 
that the Cougars were ranked as high as 
fifth in the nation in total defense. 

BYU is so excited to have Morris 
back that it is planning a promotional 
blitz aimed at helping him win the 
Butkus Award. 

Taking their cue from an interview 
Morris did with ABC-TV’s Brent Musburger 
last season — in which Morris likened his 
sacking the quarterback to “a freight train 
hitting a Yugo” — the Cougs plan to send 
little wooden train whistles to media 
members and season ticket holders. 

The idea is to blow them each time 
“Freight Train” Morris makes a tackle. 

“Whatever,” says Morris. 

Funny, that’s what BYU fans usually 
say about him. 

A Mormon who served a church 
mission in Canada, Morris nonetheless 


Morris is a Little Goofy, a Bit Crazy 
... and One Heck of a Linebacker 


is not afraid to test the bounds of social 
convention. Among his antics, he led per- 
haps a dozen teammates in bleaching their 
brown hair blond during his junior year. 

In between, he has jumped into a 
swimming pool from the third story of his 
apartment building, tried to whack gators 
with a stick while cycling in the Ever- 
glades, surfed on the roof of former room- 
mate John Tait’s moving pickup truck (kids, 
don’t try these things at home!) and made 
those snow angels on the grass of the 
Cougar Stadium end zone after returning 
an interception for a touchdown against 
New Mexico last year. 

“Rob likes to do things that make peo- 
ple think he’s crazy,” said Tait, an offensive 
tackle who left BYU after last season to 
enter the NFL draft. “I always tell him, 
‘You're going to kill yourself.’ But that 
makes him want to do whatever it is even 
more. He does things to the extreme. He 
loves to go crazy, to do strange things. 
You mention his name to the guys and 
they all just start laughing.” 

“He’s goofy,” confirms wide receiver 
Margin Hooks. 

And outspoken. Morris was among the 


Top INSIDE LINEBACKERS OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


Rank _Name Yr Ht _Wt __ College Rank _Name Yr Ht Wt College 
1, Rob Mortis Sr 6-2 280__—BYU 1, LaVar Arrington Jt 6-3 230 __- Penn State 
; ear : = al eas Nan Pies “4 ae ce State 
MSIL ST Se B . ONS —a ._ James Ha f ichigan 
Sa oe ee eg RR a 
tI mille S hae es .__Orantes Gran’ f 6- eorgia 
$ eens ‘ os on Vesnnaton 6, _Sekou Sanyika S 64 235 California 
= Rovin a aley r i Toe RSM 7. John Abraham St 6-4 247 South Carolina 
“9. Jamie Winbom So 60-282 Vonderbilt 3._Ban Morgan ___t 64 eo 
10, Dhani Jones Sr 6-2 225 __ Michigan 0. eines a : 61 205 ee 
11. Barrin Simpson S 5-11 206 Missksippi State See eon eB ee 
12, Jamel Smith Sr 6-2 233 Virginia Tech 11, Brandon Spoon Sr 6-2 240 North Carolina 
13. lan Gold S 6-1 913 Michigan 12, Dashon Polk Sr 6-2 230 Arizona State 
14, Keith Bullock Sr 63 230 Syracuse 13. Tommie Polley Jr 65 233 Florida State 
15. Tw.Slaughter = St_~=S—s6-2~—=«238-~—<SouthemMiss __ 14, Barrett Green Sr 6-1 215 West Virginia 
16, Armegis Spearman _Sr 6-1 245 Mississippi 15, Tarrell Knauls Jr 6-1___230_~— Oklahoma State 
17. Barry Odom Sf 6-0 229 ‘Missouri 16, Jashon Sykes So. 63 225 Colorado 
18. Brian Allen Jt 6-2 225 FloridaState 17. Ryan Nece So 62 203 UCLA 
19, Matt Beck Jr 6-4 235 ~— California 18. Jeremiah Pharms Jr 6-1 235 _ Washington 
20. Willie Fells of 6-] 225 Purdue 19. Kevin Lewis St 6-] 225 Duke 
21. Eric Westmoreland —_Jr 6-0 215 Tennessee 20._ Ty Trahan St 6-1 225 Southern Miss 
22. Jason Simonton Sr S11 225 SMU 7 21, Dustin Cohen Jr 6-4 239 Miami (Ohio) 
te - oI 2 yous z Iai Young x eB 225 Illinois 
aa 2 a : ._ Eddie Strong if 6- 230 Mississippi 
25, _Pernell Griffin So. 63 ~— 240 ~—_ East Carolina 24, James Durrough Ir 60 244 Idaho 
Not rated due to injury; Travis Carroll (Alabama), Peter Simon (Oregon), 25, Donnie Green Jr 6-2 225 Virginia 


Eric Guenther (Illinois) 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN Cougars who wondered publicly 
whether BYU was doing the 
right thing last winter by 
expelling its best running back 


and suspending one of its best ae Peay : : a = 
A + ‘e Nittany Lions’ old moniker of “Linebacker U.” had become something of a 

comerbacks for violating the dated, unrealistic tag that hadn't really been true for quite some time. It’s true again. 
school’s strict honor code. Coach Joe Paterno and his staff simply couldn‘t bring along LaVar Arrington as 

He expressed concern that gradually as they might have liked. He was just too good, So even though Arring- 

? ton wasn’t starting at the beginning of the season, they got him onto the field 

black Play ers like the two whio alongside the sensational Brandon Short. The two of them accounted for an 
were punished are too easily astounding 32 tackles behind the line, including 13 sacks in 1998 ... and now 


targeted in the almost all-white they'te ready to do something really special. 
With drop outside linebacker Mac Morrison, this group is the guts of Penn State's 


Top LINEBACKER CORPS 


1.PENN STATE __ 


"} Surroundings of Provo, and that drive toward the Sugar Bowl (or Rose Bowl as a consolation prize). Morrison is the 
fr they are hurt more than helped classic, tough Penn State linebacker; middle linebacker Short was a Butkus Award 
-———] when thrown out of school. In semifinalist who runs the defense; and Arrington was the Big Ten defensive player 
ree of the year. 
LaVAR, SRRINGTON, FENN SUATE part because of such criticism, Y 
university officials have been _2. MICHIGAN | a —J 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN working on a new athlete-sup- Here's one of those deals in which we choose to count “rush end” James Hall as 


an outside linebacker, because it’s essentially the position he plays. And when 


port program that they hope putting the dominating Hall in the same unit as rugged middle ‘backer Dhani 


will address the problem. Jones and fieet lan Gold — along with some young talent — this group is awe- 
On the field, Morris is not some. Hall is the big-time pass rusher; Jones is a top-shelf run-stopper; and Gold 
incedhehadialllaiat might be the best coverage linebacker in college football, covering slot receivers 

conv! see e na at great better than most safeties. 

a season last year. Never mind 

that he led the team with 147 Sadi a gee aa eee Es ; 

. @ Cowboys have an overflow of skilled linebackers, comparable to some o} 

tackles (114 unassisted), 16 the best Big 12 groups of recent years, Kenyatta Wright is rugged in the middie 

tackles for loss and six sacks — and is looking to move up after twice being a second-team all-conference pick, 

some while playing the last Tarrell Knauls (11 tackles for loss, five sacks) has NFL skills and Jack Golden retums 


three games with a cast on his ROMO ECS See 


right hand to protect a broken 4. CALIFORNIA = 


thumb. Cal's defensive line — rated as Lindy’s sixth best unit — doesn’t leave many left- 
Morris contends he overs, but when they do, the Bears’ linebackers are waiting to bring the pain. Ath- 


NA‘IL DIGGS, OHIO STATE apes z : ps letic and relentless, Sekou Sanylka makes the highlight plays from his outside 
was “a little inconsistent.” He position (23 tackles for loss), and not much gets past Matt Beck on the inside. 
says he tended to play a few 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN soo Reni 5. ARIZONA 

good games, then have a 

ay a] b rf “ b Marcus Bell was one of the last players the Wildcats took in its 1995 recrulting 

, | sub-par performance, maybe class — a too skinny player from the small town of St. John’s, Ariz. Now, he’s a 
against teams that aren't physically mature inside ‘backer who makes all the plays — with speed, with 
quite as good.” strength, with smarts. DaShon Polk and Scooter Sprotte are plenty good, too. 

If that’s the case, Morris 6. MIAMI : a. - — 

should not have a problem this Middle linebacker Nate Webster has led the Big East Conference in tackles as a 
year, with the Cougars facing freshman and as a sophomore, and with Dan Morgan flying around on the weak- 


side and Michael Smith on the strongside, the Hurricanes might get the kind of 
play that made them famous in the ‘80s. 


7. VIRGINIA TECH 


All three starters return, joining a veteran defensive line and giving the Hokies 
one of most feared fronts in the country. All-Big East pick Jamel Smith leads the 


foes Washington, Colorado 
State, Virginia and Cal before 
settling into the Mountain West 
Conference schedule. 
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And no matter what hap- linebackers; he had 99 tackles, three sacks and two interceptions last season ... 
A pens this season — barring and he sure can motor. He returned one of those picks 98 yards for a touchdown. 
MARK SIMONEAU, KANSAS STATE injury, of course, or Morris 8. MISSISSIPPI 
much greater fear — turning Armegis Spearman was the Rebels’ all-conference linebacker in 1998, but every 
i out to be a horrible linebacker” day in practice he has fo establish himself as the best on his own team — and ath- 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN — he can expect a good shot letic Eddie Strong, who wears the distinctive jersey #1, plays second fiddle fo none. 
P 8 Z Even more distinctive is jersey #38, which Ronnie Heard earned the right to wear in 
at the NFL. Analysts estimated memory of former Ole Miss standout Chucky Mullins, whose career was ended by 
he would be a second- or third- aneck injury that left him paralyzed 10 years ago. 


round pick had he entered the 9. NORTH CAROLINA STATE « 
draft after his junior season, yet All three productive linebackers from last season are back for the Wolfpack. 


the uncertainty was one reason Edrick Smith and Levar Fisher are true sophomores who stepped in immediately to 
he stayed in school. make a big difference in the N.C. State defense, and junior Clayton White covers 
Besides, he says, “I have a Q lot of ground on the weakside. 
lot left to accomplish at BYU.” 10. FLORIDA STATE 
Among other things, prov- ie) ite . ie Hest spoicncsd el ihe Semmes Boston Brot on ites 
; , not an identifiable star in the bunch ... but these guys are playing linebacker a 
ing to others that he’s clazys Florida State and that counts for something. Junior Tommy Polley, the only return- 


and proving to himself that he ing starter, is poised for a breakout year and — guess what? — all of the new guys 
really can play this game. are really, really quick. 
ROB MORRIS, BYU — Michael C. Lewis 


Cooper’s Play and Style Make Him Hard to Ignore 
, “as Top SECONDARIES 


1. COLORADO 


It starts with the cornerbacks, the kind of guys you don't have to worry about 
when you send them out in man-to-man coverage. Colorado has two of the 
finest — junior Ben Kelly and senior Damen Wheeler. 

Although not particularly big, they lead a secondary that has the requisite 
stinginess for the top unit in the country — only four touchdown passes allowed 
last season. Colorado intercepted 11, not an overwhelming number, but if Kelly and 
Wheeler couldn't get both hands on the football, they were swatting it away. 

Kelly broke up a Big 12-best 22 passes to go with his four interceptions. Wheeler 
grabbed one interception, knocking down 17 others. 

The safety spots are in good hands. Senior Rashidi Barnes should be fine after 
being hampered by a knee injury last season and strong safety Michael Lewis 
played well as a freshman last year. 

If new coach Gary Barnett wants fo bring pressure and stack the line of scrim- 
mage to stop the Big 12’s running attacks, he won't have to worry about leaving 
his secondary alone. 


2. PENN STATE 


Because of the Nittany Lions’ fantastic front seven, everything on this defense 
just moves too fast. Or is that because Penn State’s secondary is so tough, oppos- 
ing QBs hold the ball too long? That's what will make the Nittany Lions so tough ... 
either way, they’ve got it covered. Speaking of coverage, perhaps no one does 
it as well as Lindy’s All-American cornerback David Macklin. 


3. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Remember Robert Bean intercepting Tee Martin and taking it back for a big 
touchdown in the SEC championship game? Well, it’s the kind of thing the vet- 
eran Bulldogs do. The nice thing about this combination (all four starters return) Is 
that they are very physical against the run, and cover well, too. 


4. NEBRASKA 


The Brown twins, comerback Ralph and safety Mike — no, they're not really 
even related, it's just that they have been together in the Cornhusker secondary 
for what seems like forever — bring a speed element that prevents big plays. 


5. MICHIGAN 


If the Wolverines can stay healthy, their starting four in the secondary can play 
with anyone in the country. Tommy Hendricks and DeWayne Patmon are sea- 
soned veterans, and James Whitley and Todd Howard are young but have 
played a lot at a high level. The depth is so shaky, however (William Peterson was 
JARROD COOPER thrown off the team in January following off-the-field problems), that Julius Curry 
has been converted from running back to shore things up a bit. 


ot even Jarrod Cooper's hairdresser knows for sure what 6. FLORIDA STATE 
kind of ’do he will wear around Kansas State this season Florida State, the nation’s foremost defensive back football factory, has a 
4 ‘ wealth of talent to choose from ... as usual. Three starters return, but comerbacks 

He promises something different than the blond tuft he Mario Edwards and Tay Cody aren’t a sure-fire lock to keep their jobs after being 
tied in a ponytail atop his head as a sophomore. That was one demoted in the spring because of some off-season apathy. No doubt: The Semi- 
step more outrageous than his freshman year, when he simply noles will have It all figured out by the season-ender at Florida. 
dyed all his hair blond. Teammates dubbed him “Bam-Bam,” but 7- TENNESSEE : 
rather than terrorize the town of Bedrock, Cooper took on the Much has been made of Dwayne Goodrich’s big interceptions, including the 
Big 12 instead §4-yard touchdown run against Florida State in the Fiesta Bow!, but safety Deon 

s inte eho: + : ars Grant is just as good in the Vols’ secondary. 
Considering his helmet covers his hair, Cooper probably didn’t 

: 3 8. KANSAS STATE 

need a single drop of Clairol to become one of the most feared 
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Forget about some late-season slips and a scorching by Purdue’s Drew Brees in 


safeties in the conference. Yet the unique look gives the 6-1, 205- the final minute of the Alamo Bow/ loss, this is a talented group that finished ninth 
pound junior his own identity — one K-State fans adore. in the nation in passing efficiency defense and retums intact. All-Big 12 safeties 
“I kind of like it; it kinda brings a little attention to myself, YOR SASL RR LATOR CEMA AO Is COMA: 
and that's kinda cool, people looking at me,” Cooper said. 9. OHIO STATE 
“Sometimes it’s not, because sometimes | do stupid stuff out on The Buckeyes can’t help but feel the effects of losing Thorpe Award winner 
the field. But somebo dy’ Ss alw, ays W atching me, and that’s kinda Antoine Winfield and All-American safety Damon Moore. But don’t feel too sorry 
y Savy? for Ohio State because most teams would still trade for its talent, which includes a 
cool. It almost makes me step up a little bit. pair of three-year starters — comerback Ahmed Plummer (nine career intercep- 
A rebellious sort? Definitely. Cooper is quick to admit that. tions) and free safety Gary Berry. Plummer S credited as a better pure coverage 
, ‘ . . . { L \ fl " Li . 
He's so intent on being different, he refuses to get a tattoo in an UY OD Nee hiss COTY eee en eg) NA 
age when it seems that almost every player has some kind of 10. WISCONSIN __ : 
design branded on his body, however big or small. With Cooper, The Badgers faced a lot of bad passing attacks, and turned them inside out last 
Pe) : ‘ 4 . ‘ : season, rating sixth in the nation in passing-efficiency defense while intercepting 
It s the hair. The impulse behind the makeover: a strict upbring- 18 passes against only five touchdowns. Jamar Fletcher and Mike Echols are fine 
ing at home in Pearland, Texas. comerbacks, and free safety Jason Doering hits like a linebacker. 


“My mom wouldn't let me do it,” he said. “She smacked me 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


Rank Name Yr Ht Wt College 
When | first got up here (to Manhat- 1. Tyrone Carter Sr 5-9 184 __ Minnesota 
tan), | used to sit outside the dorm 'til 2. Lamont Thompson Jr 62 214 Washington State 
1 or 2, just because | could do it.” 3 satrog Cooper ‘ es + Konscs State 
He calls.his strict mom, “a hero to 5 lanl Sei Seen ee 
me,” since she raised him as a single 6. Deon Grant Jr 6-3 205 —_ Tennessee 
parent. He said he felt little emotion 7. Mike Brown Jr 5-10 205 Nebraska 
when he learned that the father he 8. David Gibson Sr 6-2 215 Southern Cal 
never knew died last winter. 9. Travares Tillman Sr 6-2 190 Georgia Tech 
Perret 10. R kett hall 
It didn't really have an effect on i Saree 2 x es ” Mor s 
DWAYNE GOODRICH, TENNESSEE me,” he said. 12. Deke Cooper Sr 6-2 219 Notre Dame 
Not when the single, commandin 13. Adrian Beasley Sr 6-0 194 Purdue 
: 14, Robert C i J 60 208 Cl 
influence in his life has been his mom. »_ Robert Carswe u emson 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN ; 15. Tim Smith S 64 230 Stanford 
Carol Cooper talsed Jarrod Older 16. Rico Curtis Sr 6-0 210 San Diego State 
brother Kenneth and younger sister 17. Gary Boxter tr a 198 Baylor 
April by herself. 18. Tommy Hendricks Sr 62 215 _ Michigan 
To better provide for them she 19. Tinker Keck Sr 6- 195 Cincinnati we) 
went to college and became a nurse. 20. Gary Thompkins Sr 5-11 206 ~—_—West Virginia 
A 21. Kenoy Kennedy Sr é- 203 Arkansas Pri 
And, though Jarrod may look a little 22. Hakim Akbar So. 61 195 Washington 
odd, she raised a son who now 23. Ontei Jones Jr 59 191 Oklahoma sg 
remembers every value she instilled, 24. Pete DeStefano Sr 62 215 California 
even though he’s far, far away from 25. Pedro Cirino Sr 5-11 19] Boston College Pm 
suburban Houston. Not rated due fo injury: Arturo Freeman (South Carolina) 
It may not be accurate to call him Z 
wacky, but go ahead. WD 
“That’s an endearing term in his 
LAMONT THOMPSON, WASHINGTON STATE Case, when you get to know Jarrod,” — 
K-State coach Bill Snyder said. “He Rank Name Yr Ht Wt College 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN appears to dance to a little different 1. Dwayne Goodrich Sr 6-0 185 Tennessee < 
: drummer, but that doesn’t mean it’s 2. David Macklin Sr 5-9 199 Penn State 
not a good drummer. He wants to 3._Almed Plummer = a 3 ane Stale mm 
, ae . Ralph Brown r ebraska 
make aue that football [s fun for him. 5. Jamar Fletcher So 5-10 167 ~—_ Wisconsin 
This is one blond, indeed, who has 6. Ben Kelly tr 510 185 Colorado = 
more fun ... at the expense of K- 7,_Antuan Simmons Jr 5-11 185 __ Southem Cal 
State’s opponents. 8. Loyd Harrison Sr 5-11 1909 NC. State > 
Cooper has ranked third in 9. Jimmy Williams Jr 5-10 193 Vanderbilt 
tackl a the Wildeats eachiort 10. Robert Bean Sr 6-0 175 Mississippi State 
Se eS ace discs ie 11. Courtney Jackson Se iG] 190 __ Arizona State ‘@) 
past two seasons after cracking the 12. Mark Roman & 60 187 LSU 
lineup in the fifth game asa freshman. 13, _Deveron Harper Sr 5-11 187 Notre Dame = 
Even in defeat, like the overtime loss < Antonie Rounaes z 2 a rausile 
8g M : . Jason Bell r - 
K- State suffered ue Texas A inithe 16. DoMarco Fox Sr 6-1 182 Clemson N 
Big 12 Championship Game, Cooper 17. Mario Edwards S& 63 195 Florida State 
TYRONE CARTER, MINNESOTA = can be rock solid. He recorded 11 18. Hank Poteat S60 190 Pittsburgh 
tackles against the Aggies, including 19. Deltha O’Neal Sr 5-11 195 California 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN _ nine solos. go he Woods = 30 rome 
Few expected Cooper to ever sete OY a x 
: 22. Larry Casher Jr 5-1] 174 Auburn 
become the dogged defender he is, 23, Antwan Harris Sr 5-10 185 _ Virginia 
making a first impression on run sup- 24. Carlos Posey Sr 6-0 197 Missouri 
port as a freshman. 25. Damen Wheeler Sr 5-10 175 Colorado 


when | went home and she first saw it. 
My curfew was like 10 o’clock every 
single night. That might have a lot to 
do with this phase I’m going through. 


It was at K-State camp that a 4.4 
clocking in the 40-yard dash earned 
Cooper a scholarship. His next break 


Top SAFETIES 


gan State), Nate Terry (Syracuse) 


came as a redshirt freshman, when the K-State 
coaches were disappointed in their veteran strong 
safety and wanted a fresh look alongside free 


they knew I could do it. They just knew I had to be 
pushed, so they put me in a do-or-die situation — 
[had to do it or not play. 


safety Lamar Chapman. “A lot of guys, if they were put in that situa- 
“They just accidentally put me out there,” tion, they'd step up and play. | got a break and 
Cooper said. was fortunate to step up and do it.” 


DAVID MACKLIN, PENN STATE 


He then paused and corrected himself: “No, — Kevin Haskin 
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Beaming in on Outstanding Special Teams 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


popular “coach’s coach” in 

college football. 

While everyone talks about 
emphasizing special teams, the 20- 
hour limit on players’ practice and 
meeting time has put the crunch on 
one or two of the extra 10-minute 
practice periods a week in many pro- 
grams. Nobody concentrates on spe- 
cial teams more than Beamer, and 
nobody is consistently more effective 
than Beamer’s Hokies. It’s a big rea- 
son why his name comes up rou- 
tinely with bigger jobs, but he 
signed an extension in the off-sea- 
son, and gives the impression that 
he'll stay at his alma mater for the 
foreseeable future. 

That level of emphasis shows: 
No team had more game-altering 
plays on special teams that Virginia 
Tech last season, and it had very lit- 
tle to do with glitzy returns. For the 
Hokies, it was — and still is — all 
about blocks. 

They blocked an astonishing 

12 kicks last season, and that num- 
ber could actually climb in '99. 
Six of seven players who blocked 
kicks last season are back, notably 
defensive end Corey Moore, who 
swatted three. 

The Hokies’ well-known empha- 
sis on blocking kicks is one thing, 
and senior kicker Shayne Graham 
and senior punter Jimmy Kibble 
make sure Tech is well taken care of 
when the Hokies are kicking. 

Graham has made 41 FGs the 
past two seasons, and Kibble has 
given up some on his average to 
help make the Hokies better. Holder 
Caleb Hurd and snappers Shane 
Beamer and Cliff Anders are back. O 


Fen Beamer has become a 


Top PUNTERS 


Rank Name Yr 

1, Shane Lechler Sr 
Kevin Stemke Jr 
Jimmy Kibble — Sr 
Stephen Baker So 


Graham White Sr 
Jeff Walker Sr 


Brian Schmitz Sr 
John Baker Ni 
Deone Horinek Sr 
Kyle Atteberry Sr 


College 
Texas A&M 
Wisconsin 
Virginia Tech 
Arizona State 
Army 
Mississippi St. 
North Carolina 
North Texas 
Colorado St. 
Baylor 


O f2O [ON OO) & co | 


J.R. REDMOND, ARIZONA STATE 
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SHANE LECHLER, TEXAS A&M 
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Name 


1,_J.R, Redmond 


S 


3O | 90 | NO | & | co jf 


David Allen 
Kahill Hill 

Gari Scott 

Nick Davis 

Peter Warrick 
Dez White 
Deltha O'Neal 
Damon Gourdine 
Ryan Roques 


a 


Top SPECIAL TEAMS 


. VIRGINIA TECH 


Nobody does it better. 


. FLORIDA STATE 


Ultra-productive kicker Sebastian Janikowski won the Lou Groza Award 
last season after nailing 27 of 32 field goals — not many wide rights in that 
group. And the returners have the ability to go the distance, no matter if 
it’s Peter Warrick or Laveranues Coles or Reggie Durden with the ball. 


J.R. Redmond is a rare package as returner. He’s got the jets and he’s 
as nifty as he needs to be, able to slip out of trouble. But catching him is 
just part of the problem; at a strong 6-0 and 210 pounds, bringing him 
down Is a whole other chore. P Stephen Baker averaged 45.7 in ‘98. 


. COLORADO 


. PENN STATE | 


. SYRACUSE 


. WISCONSIN 


. SOUTH CAROLINA 


Ben Kelly is a slice of excitement, returning two punts for TDs during the 
regular season last year and then taking the Aloha Bowl's opening kickoff 
93 yards for a score. Jeremy Aldrich rarely made a mistake from inside 40 
yards, finishing 16 of 22 overall, And P Nick Peitsch averaged 41.5 In ‘98. 


Joe Paterno has two good senior legs to rely upon. Kicker Travis Forney’s 
20 field goals (in 29 attempts) was the third-most in school history and Pat 
Pidgeon’s punting prowess (42.6 yards per attempt) ranked as the fifth- 
best effort ever at Penn State. Bruce Branch Is a fine punt returner. 


. MICHIGAN STATE 


The Spartans have the distinction of having top 10-type performers In 
each phase with PK Paul Edinger (22-for-26 FGs last year), P Craig Jarrett 
(43.8-yard average), and Gari Scott (14-yard average on punt returns). 


Nate Trout enters his fourth season as the team's kicker, and explosive 
Quinton Spotwood and shifty lan Mcintosh give Syracuse one of the bet- 
ter dual return threats in college football. Spotwood returned four punts 
for touchdowns in 1997, but missed most of last season with an injury. 


Even though excellent kicker Matt Davenport Is gone, the Badgers are 
still a team that ranked in the top 10 in net punting (Kevin Stemke led the 
Big Ten), and punt returns (Nick Davis led the Big Ten). And Vitaly Pisetsky 
is ready to add the place-kicking duties to his booming kickoffs. 


With fine kicker Steve Florio back in action after missing most of 1998 
with a back injury, the Gamecocks have something for coach Lou Holtz 
to build on. P Courtney Leavitt and returner Boo Williams are solid. 


10. NORTH CAROLINA 


P Brian Schmitz and kicker Josh McGee are solid, and the Tar Heels 
always seem to have quality returners. 


TOP KICKERS 


Ht Wt College Rank Name Yr College 
6-0 210 Arizona State 1, S$. Janikowski Jr Florida State 
5-9 185 Kansas State 2. N. Villegas So Oregon 
63 185 lowa 3, Brad Bohn Jt Utah State 
6-1 197 Michigan State 4. Ryan White So Memphis 
5-10 174 _ Wisconsin 5, PaulEdinger Sr_Michigan St. 
60 190 Florida State 6. Kris Stockton So _Texas 

6-1 214 GeorgiaTech 7, O.Pochman Jr BYU 

5-11. 195 California 8. SimsLenhart Sr Duke 

5-7 165 _SanDiego State 9. NickCecava_Sr_N. Mexico St. 
60 180 UCLA 10. TravisForney Sr Penn State 


SRORTS & CASINO 


Casablanca, where every new sports player is - -GUARANTEED SAME DAY PAYOUTS. 
granted three wishes. A legal, safe, & confidential Casablanca combines the absolute best of a Sports 
place where you can play with total confidence. & Race Book AND a full service On-line Casino... 
An atmosphere of experienced professionalism offering Poker, Blackjack, Roulette, Craps, 
where you will always be treated . . Slots, and new Games added 


with respect and courtesy. | CO ia i com cally, Casablanca 

And, finally and most } Ao Ne ‘2 co is a player’s wish come 
importantly, a place ¢ : X S rs oo ei PS Y ® totally true... where 

Where YOU “Gis SA ace 1 ee NE > “YOUR 
GETPAID Ness Se fn ae ga’ 1S OUR 
what youwinwith  ={( NY ly J COMMAND.” 


@ THE HIGHEST LIMITS PAID 
¢@ 24-HOUR SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK 
@ THE BEST PAYOUT PRICES IN THE WORLD 
@ COMPLETELY LEGAL, & CONFIDENTIAL ACCOUNTS 
TOLL FREE CALLING FROM ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 

@ EXPERIENCED PERSONAL SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES 


1-800-689-26 


PLAY THE NET: www.wagerweb.com 


Scoping the Nation 


At the Turn of the Century... 


Meet You on 
Bourbon 
Street as the 
Clock Strikes 
Midnight 


By Don Borst 


~ Classic (Aug. 28). 


n Bourbon Street at the end of the 
millennium? Like it or not, that'll 
be the reward for the college 


football national champion this season. 

That, more than anything else, is what 
you need to know about 1999: One hun- 
dred, fourteen teams will play football 
games for three months trying to win an 
expense-paid trip to the biggest party 
since ... since ... well, since ... yikes! 

Let's just say it'll be the sort of cele- 
bratory Sugar Bowl week that nobody will 
ever forget. 

The game is set for the Superdome on 
Jan. 4, 2000 — a Tuesday night — just in 
time for spectators to clear their heads 
from New Century’s Eve (New Year's Eve 
doesn’t seem to do it justice). 

Just hold your breath that the Bowl 
Championship Series works as well as it 
worked in its initial episode of 1998. 

Remember, last season, we were a 
couple of last-minute reversals on the last 
day of the season to keep one major 
undefeated team from screaming its 
lungs out. If UCLA and Kansas State had 
not found ways to lose on Dec. 5, our 
opinion of the BCS would be very differ- 
ent right now. 

But lose they did, leaving undefeated 
Tennessee to take care of once-defeated 
Florida State, which the Vols did, to 
win their first national championship 
since 1951. 

And now we'll see somebody 
win the last national champi- 
onship of the 1900s. 

Who will it be? Sorry, but 
we see no reason why it won't » 
be Tennessee and Florida State 
playing a rematch of last year’s 
Fiesta Bowl. 

Unless, of course, it’s Penn 
State and Arizona playing a 
rematch of this year's Pigskin 


That's one of the better season-kickoff 


ae 
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CUPERDOME 


clear shot at the Sugar Bowl, while the 
loser will retain hopes of a national cham- 
pionship, but probably have to reset their 
goals a bit lower — to the Rose Bowl. 

In the meantime, the “Powers that 
BCS” promise to try to tweak the formula 
just a bit ... and we'll all just root for two 
teams to go undefeated, and everybody 
will be happy. 

The BCS and national title isn't the 
only thing going on in 1999. 

¢ Just a few months after the first three 
players selected by the NFL were quarter- 
backs, the top passers now are relatively 
unknown guys at Purdue (Drew Brees), 
Louisville (Chris Redman) and Marshall 
(Chad Pennington). 

¢ Just a few months after Ricky 
Williams broke Tony Dorsett’s 21-year-old 
major-college career rushing mark, now 
Wisconsin’s Ron Dayne is ready to make a 
run at Ricky’s record. 

¢ Speaking of which, Ricky Williams 
might win the Heisman Trophy again, 
even though he’s 3 inches shorter, 30 
pounds lighter — and at a different school. 
— than when Williams won it last year. 

¢ Lou Holtz is back in the 
game, taking over a 
moribund 
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South Carolina program in a move that 
has just enough wackiness that it’ll be fun 
to watch. 

¢ Joe Paterno needs 12 wins to match 
Pop Warner in second place (319) on the 
all-time list of major-college coaches. That 
means, a perfect 13-0 season, culminating 
in the Superdome, would put him at 320 
— just three behind Bear Bryant. 

¢ Notre Dame is remaining indepen- 
dent of serious conference affiliation, fol- 
lowing a serious courtship with the Big Ten 
Conference. We'll see if the Irish reconsid- 
ers after a few more years of trips to 
Shreveport, Tucson, even Jacksonville and 
the like. 

The BCS absorbed a setback for this 
season, when the NFL decided to have a 
Monday Night Football game on Jan. 3. 
That forced the Sugar Bowl to change from 
Monday to Tuesday, Jan. 4 — hardly a tra- 
ditional football-watching time of the 
week. The good news? It'll have plenty of 
promos on MNF the previous night. 

* Declaring its grand, 16-team experi- 
ment a colossal failure after just three 
years, the Western Athletic Conference 
splintered into two conferences — the 
Mountain West and the WAC — which will 
create and enhance some terrific rivalries. 
But while the split affords the MWC pro- 
grams more revenue, this rush to judg- 
ment was as poorly planned as the original 
notion to go to 16 teams. 


BOWL IMPLOSION 
Last year we called it “the bowl e 
sion.” But we hadn't seen anythi 
Now the minor bowls are ¢ 
verge of collapsing 


now another new one in 1999 — the 
Mobile Alabama Bowl (until it gets a spon- 
sor, of course) — and, the NCAA said at 
the end of April that three MORE bowls 
are ready to launch for the 2000 season. 

Who's kidding whom? OK, so the mil- 
lion-dollar-and-up games are doing OK. 
But all together, this would bring the total 
of major-college bow! games to 26. 

That's right, twenty-six. 

Perhaps the people trying to start 
up these bowls, which includes two in 
the San Francisco Bay Area and 
another in Houston, have trouble 
multiplying by 2. 

26 

x2 


52 

Get it? S 
Apparently the new bowl 

directors don’t. Because this “A 

means 52 teams would be (5\ 

invited to play in bow! games, 

folks. For what it’s worth, last season, 55 

teams won the required six games in a 


winning season to qualify for a bowl game. - 


That meant 11 teams were left out. With _ 
52 bowl teams, that would mean only two 


id-American Conference — 
e bowl-less. 
e again... get it? Hellllooooco? 
East Carolina, Central Michigan, Boise 
State and Nevada (all at 6-5), Western 
Michigan and Toledo (at 7-4) would be 
among the teams bowling. 

As it is, with the 23 games for this sea- 


son, it’s 46 bowl teams, which means 40 per- 


cent of the Division I-A teams will be 


bowling. And that means about two-thirds of 


the teams playing in the major co nferences 


can count on going bowling 


as many as worthwhile. 


Psy 


's gotten to the point that It'S cca 


BOWL CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 

Is it working? Sort of. 

Like most political animals — you 
know, the ones that come out of a com- 
mittee room with five legs, three eyes, one 
hand and an extra committee to determine 
where the first committee overanalyzed — 
this hybrid solution is perceived by few as 
a real solution to answering the national- 
championship question each year. 

Yet, short of an actual playoff, it’s 
() about as close as can be. 
This time around, the Sugar 
: Bowl is the biggest of the big 
boys, which means 
>) come December, the 
Fiesta and Orange will 
be absorbing criti- 
7 cism for not pick- 
( ing the No. 6 team in 

( the country. 

3.) = Remember, the big 
bowls now have 
) “soft anchors,” 
, which means that the 

league champions are 

~ penciled into that game unless 
the bowl happens to have the rotat- 
ing national championship game that sea- 


son ... or if the team is ranked No. 1 or 


No. 2 and plays in the title game. 
Rose Bowl, Jan. 1 = 
Pac-10 champion vs. Big Ten champion 
Orange Bowl, Jan. 1 

ACC or Big East champion vs. at-large team 
Tostitos Fiesta Bowl, Jan. 2 


Big 12 champion vs. at-largeteam 
Sugar Bowl, Jan. 4 


BCS Championship Game: No. 1 vs. No. 2 


oe 


ILLUSTRATION BY FRANK CUMMINGS 
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* COLLEGE 


FOOTBALL 


IBM - PC 


THE MOST REALISTIC STRATEGY/SIMULATION 
COMPUTER GAMES ON THE MARKET TODAY! 


Didn't like the way last season went? 

Would you like to take on Tennessee and Florida State? Or, 
how about ‘92 Alabama against ‘62 Alabama or ‘72 USC or 
even 24 Notre Dame with the “Four Horsemen”. 
Well...with 3 in 1 Football you can do just that and 
much, much more! 


With 3 in 1 Football you can play any of OVER 800 total 
teams. Both College & Pro. Virtually every one of the 
I-A and I-AA teams from 1998 are included 
as well as the Pro teams from last year. The WFL, WLAF 
and USFL teams are also available. Many, many of the 
greatest College and Pro teams of all time are there, too. 
‘63 Navy, ‘67 USC, ‘71 Oklahoma, ‘45 Army 
and the list goes on and on. 


3 in 1 plays head to head, you vs. computer or computer 
vs. computer. It has an end of game scoring summary, full 
team and individual player stat breakdowns. Stats 
compiler, Standings and League Leaders, you can draft, 
trade or input your own players and teams from scratch. 


As you coach your favorite team to victory you'll be 
amazed at how realistic your QB's, running backs, 
receivers and kickers perform! 


An extensive auto-scheduler is also included. The entire 
1998 college or Pro schedules can be played by hitting a 
few keystrokes. And if over 800 college and Pro teams 
still isn't enough, there are many past seasons available. 


ADDITIONAL COLLEGE SEASONS DISKS 
1956 -1997 
Pick any 5 seasons for $39.95 
ORDER TODAY! 
Mail check or money order for $39.95 each. 


You may call in and order with VISA or Master Card. 
Please add $4.00 for shipping and handling. 


For more information, call or write for a free brochure. 


1-800-477-7032 


Visit our Web Site at www.lhgames.com 


P.O. BOX 100594 * NASHVILLE, TN 37224 


MOST IMPORTANT PLAYERS 
One question: Where would they be without him? 
Player Team, pos. 
1. Ron Dayne Wisconsin, rb 
Without the big fella, the Badgers might as well punt on first down. 
2. Quincy Carter Georgia, qb 
Nobody elevates his teammates the way Carter boosts the Dawgs. 
3. Drew Brees Purdue, qb 
Big-time passer running a big-time offense. 
4. Joe Hamilton Georgia Tech, qb 
Can-do Yellow Jacket keeps defenses jelly-legged. 
5. Jamie Barnette N.C. State, qb 
Ready to break all kinds of ACC passing records. 
6.J.R. Redmond Arizona St., rb/kr 
Does so many things, he takes the place of 3-4 players. 
7. Marcus Bell Arizona, Ib 
The QB of the Wildcats’ defense, he’s just dang good. 
8. Travis Taylor Florida, wr 
He's the long-ball threat the Gators require to open up Tenn, FSU. 
9. Courtney Brown Penn State, dl 
He gets everything started for dynamite defense. 
10.Chris Weinke ‘Florida St., qb 
Seminole’s absence made huge difference at the end of last year. 


BOWLS FOR 1999 SEASON 


DEC. 18, 1999 
Las Vegas Bowl 
DEC. 22, 1999 
Mobile Alabama Bowl 
DEC. 25, 1999 
Jeep Aloha Classic 
Jeep Oahu Classic 
DEC. 27, 1999 
Motor City Bowl 
DEC. 28, 1999 
Sylvania Alamo Bowl 
DEC. 29, 1999 
Music City Bowl Nashville, TN 
Culligan Holiday Bowl San Diego, CA 
DEC. 30, 1999 
Humanitarian Bowl Boise, ID 
Micron/P.C. Bowl Miami, FL 
Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl Atlanta, GA 
DEC. 31, 1999 
Wells Fargo Sun Bowl 
Insight.com Bowl 
Sanford Independence Bowl 
AXA/Equitable Liberty Bowl 
JAN. 1, 2000 
CompUSA Florida Citrus Bowl Orlando, FL 
Southwestern Bell Cotton Bowl Dallas, TX 
Outback Bowl Tampa 
Toyota Gator Bowl Jacksonville, FL 
Rose Bowl Pasadena, CA 
FedEx Orange Bowl Miami, FL 


Las Vegas, NV 
Mobile, AL 


Honolulu, Hl 
Honolulu, Hi 


Pontiac, MI 


San Antonio, TX 


El Paso, TX 
Tucson, AZ 
Shreveport, LA 
Memphis,TN 


JAN. 2, 2000 SS 


Tostitos Fiesta Bowl 
JAN. 4, 2000 
Nokia Sugar Bowl 


Tempe, AZ 


New Orleans, LA 


1999 


TOP AWARDS CANDIDATES 


HEISMAN TROPHY 
Outstanding Player 
(Downtown Athletic Club of New York) 

. Ron Dayne, rb, Wisconsin 

. Peter Warrick, wr, Florida State 

. Jamal Lewis, rb, Tennessee 

. Joe Hamilton, qb, Georgia Tech 
. Ricky Williams, rb, Texas Tech 

. Drew Brees, qb, Purdue 

. Quincy Carter, qb, Georgia 

. LaVar Arrington, Ib, Penn State 

. Shaun Alexander, rb, Alabama 
10. Bobby Newcombe, qb, Nebraska 
1998 winner: Ricky Williams, rb, Texas 
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OUTLAND TROPHY 
Interior Lineman 
(Football Writers Association of America) 
1. Chris Mcintosh, of, Wisconsin 
2. Corey Simon, dt, Florida State 
3. Steve Hutchinson, og, Michigan 
4. Darwin Walker, dt, Tennessee 
5. Rob Rifi, c, Missouri 
1998 Winner: Kris Farris, ot, UCLA 


DAVEY O'BRIEN AWARD 
Quarterback 
(Charitable Trust of Fort Worth) 
. Drew Brees, Purdue 
. Chris Redman, Louisville 
. Tim Rattay, Louisiana Tech 
. Tee Martin, Tennessee 
. Joe Hamilton, Georgia Tech 
1998 winner: Michael Bishop, Kansas St. 


Sanwn— 


LOMBARDI AWARD 
Lineman/Linebacker 
(Rotary Club of Houston) 
1. LaVar Arrington, Ib, Penn State 
2. Chris Mcintosh, of, Wisconsin 
3. Corey Simon, dt, Florida State 
4. Na'il Diggs, Ib, Ohio State 
5. Rob Morris, lb, Brigham Young 
1998 winner: Dat Nguyen, Texas A&M 


BUTKUS AWARD 
Linebacker 

(Athletic Club of Orlando) 
. LaVar Arrington, Penn State 
. Na'il Diggs, Ohio State 
. Rob Morris, Brigham Young 
. Mark Simoneau, Kansas State 
. Marcus Bell, Arizona 
98 winner: Chris Claiborne, USC 
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NAGURSKI AWARD 
Outstanding Defensive Player 
(Charlotte TD Club, FWAA) 

. LaVar Arrington, Ib, Penn State 

. Corey Simon, dt, Florida State 

. Na'il Diggs, Ib, Ohio State 

. Darwin Walker, dt, Tennessee 

. Corey Moore, de, Virginia Tech 

. Mark Simoneau, Ib, Kansas State 
. Rob Morris, Ib, Brigham Young 

. Courtney Brown, de, Penn State 

. Dwayne Goodrich, db, Tennessee 
10. Tyrone Carter, db, Minnesota 
1998 winner: Champ Bailey, db, Georgia 


OOAnNOOaARWN — 


DOAK WALKER AWARD 
Running back 
(GTE/SMU Athletic Forum, Dallas) 
1. Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 
2. Ricky Williams, Texas Tech 
3. Travis Prentice, Miami (Ohio) 
4. Shaun Alexander, Alabama 
5. Trung Canidate, Arizona 
1998 winner: Ricky Williams, Texas 


JIM THORPE AWARD 
Defensive back 
(Athletic Club of Oklahoma City) 
. David Macklin, Penn State 
. Dwayne Goodrich, Tennessee 
. Ben Kelly, Colorado 
. Tyrone Carter, Minnesota 
. Jamar Fletcher, Wisconsin 
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BILETNIKOFF AWARD 
Wide receiver 
(Quarterback Club of Tallahassee) 
1. Peter Warrick, Florida State 
2. Peter Warrick, Florida State 
3. Peter Warrick, Florida State 
4. Peter Warrick, Florida State 
5. Forget about it 
1998 winner: Troy Edwards, LA Tech 


LOU GROZA AWARD 
Placekicker 
(Palm Beach County Sports Authority) 
1. Sebastian Janikowski, Florida State 
2. Nathan Villegas, Oregon 
3. Shayne Graham, Virginia Tech 
4. Kris Stockton, Texas 
5. Paul Edinger, Michigan State 
1998 winner: Sebastian Janikowski, FSU 


1999 


98 winner: Antoine Winfield, Ohio St. 


CALL 


AL MOSS 
SPORTS 
SERVICE 


FOR 
WINNING 
FOOTBALL 

SELECTIONS 


Honest 
Competent 
Knowledgeable 
We've shown a profit all 7 


years we've been open! 
(and that’s the truth) 


Our Rates 
$65 Weekly 
$500 For the Season 


First week of the season 
free to new callers 
(other discount packages 
are available) 


You must win 

(53%), or your 
subscription 

fee will be : 
refunded entirely! 


Call 
AL MOSS 


(800) 711-8800 


After 9 a.m. 
(Pacific Time) 
For more information 
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GARY BARNETT 


COACHING GO-ROUND 

With 19 coaching changes — starting 
with Terry Bowden leaving Auburn in mid- 
season, and ending with Gary Barnett finally 
leaving Northwestern to accept the Col- 
orado job — programs in every region made 
some substantial moves to gain attention 

| and energize their football teams. 

Of all the changes, lowa’s venerable 
Hayden Fry might have been the only one 
who left without being fired or hired away. 
After 321 games as a head coach, Fry retired 

EDITORS WILL and handed the Hawkeyes over to one of his 
coaching proteges, Kirk Ferentz. 
PREVIEW THE TOP The new coaches are a collection of 
retreads, guys taking a step up, and first 
GAMES FOR chances. Which moves were good ones 
remains to be seen, but of the moves, 10 
stand out as especially interesting: RICK NEUHEISEL 
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EACH WEEKEND 


BEGINNING 
If he could rebuild Ole Miss, he certainly can do if at Auburn. 


SEPT. 2 


SEC/ACC 


Big change: Bowden takes high-powered offense to stodgy ol’ Clemson. 


Barnett-Neuheisel feud adds spice to Sept. 25 matchup in Seattle. 


BiG 10/EASTERN 
| San Diego Chargers’ head coach goes home fo try to salvage program. 


Bic 12/Pac 10 
OU beat everyone to the punch by landing Florida defensive coordinator. 


Pro 
Relax, Dennis: No national titles needed here, just a winning season. 
Cutcliffe knows what to do with Rebels’ fine offensive skill players. 


At 62, Holtz begins anew ... low on talent and facing a killer schedule. 


Inheriting an 0-11 team, Robinson's gamble looks like a longshot. 


Huskies wanted someone interesting; Neuheisel won't be boring. 


1999 


OTHER COACHING CHANGES: 


School Who’s out Who’s in 
Baylor Dave Roberts Kevin Steele 
Duke Fred Goldsmith Carl Franks 
lowa Hayden Fry Kirk Ferentz 
Louisiana Tech Gary Crowton Jack Bicknell III 
Miami, Ohio Randy Walker Terry Hoeppner 
NE Louisiana _ Ed Zaunbrecher Bobby Keasler 
Northwestern — Gary Bamett Randy Walker 
SW Louisiana _Nelson Stokley Jerry Baldwin 
Tulane Tommy Bowden Chris Scelfo 
PERFECT FITS 


Last season, Louisville quarterback Chris Redman and Arkan- 
sas quarterback Clint Stoerner were probably the two players in 
the country who benefited most from a coaching change. John L. 
Smith and Houston Nutt took over at Louisville and Arkansas, 
respectively, and the quarterbacks not only survived, but thrived 
under the new leadership. 

We expect the same kind of blossoming to occur in these five 
situations, where new coaches and key players in the program 
are good fits: 


School New Coach Player 
Colorado Gary Barnett Mike Moschetti, gb 


Barnett's offensive approach doesn't force QBs to win or lose games. 


Washington Rick Neuheisel Jeremiah Pharms, |b 


Switch to 4-3 puts Pharms in comfort zone as OLB, rather than DE. 


Mississippi David Cutcliffe Romaro Miller, qb 
Ask Tee Martin how Cutcliffe can hasten a QB’s development. 


Oregon State Dennis Erickson Ken Simonton, rb 


Erickson known for passing game, but a dream for one-back runners. 


South Carolina _Lou Holtz Trevon Matthews, te 


Suddenly, TE becomes a key spot rather than an afterthought. 


FILLING THE BIGGEST CLEATS 

Everybody replaces somebody. And everybody gets replaced 
by somebody. But when the somebody getting replaced rates as 
one of the 10 best, most high-profile players in college football, the 
somebody doing the replacing has some extra big shoes to fill: 
Who’s Shoes? Team, pos. Who'll Fill Them 
Ricky Williams Texas, rb Hodges Mitchell, Jr 


Scatback Mitchell emerges; Victor Ike and hot recruits must help. 
Tim Couch Kentucky, qb Dusty Bonner, So 


Bonner had a nice spring, but the trouble is in that young OL. 
Donovan McNabb Syracuse, gb Madei Williams, So 


Rugged spring set back Williams; frosh R.J. Anderson will compete. 
Champ Bailey Georgia, db/wr Tim Wansley, So, 


WR Thad Parker needs to pick up slack on offense. 

Cade McNown UCLA, qb Drew Bennett, Jr 
Bennett is the immediate answer; J.P. Losman looks like the future. 
Chris Claiborne —_- USC, Ib Markus Steele, Jr 


Trojans don’t have a horse, so JC-transfer Steele is being counted on. 


Dat Nguyen Texas A&M, Ib Chad Frantzen, Jr 
Aggies long-standing linebacker tradition will continue. 


Edgerrin James Miami, rb James Jackson, Jr 


Jackson and Najeh Davenport pick up where James left off. 
Akili Smith Oregon, qb A.J. Feeley Jr 


Joey Harrington continues to compete; Ducks might use two QBs. 
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Biggest Games of the Year 


August 
28th 


Arizona at Penn State 
Kansas at Notre Dame 


29th 
Miami at Ohio State 


September 
4th 


A Rose Bowl “prematch?" Best of four preseason games. 
The Eddie Robinson Classic. 


Notre Dame at Michigan Irish stunted UM's ‘98 start, Wolverines will be ready. 
Marshall atClemson __ Tommy Bowden's first game looks like a trap. 
11th 

UCLA at Ohio State First test of revamped Bruins defense is a beauty. 


Ga Tech at Florida St. _ Defending co-champs ... early decision in ACC race. 
18th 


Tennessee at Florida _At The Swamp, Gators try to end Vols’ SEC run at two. 
Penn State at Miami __ How many “Fiesta Bowl! Revisited” stories will this prompt? 
Mich. St. at Notre Dame Spartans whipped Irish last year before season fell apart. 
25th 


Colorado at Washington The biggest of several Rick Neuheisel grudge matches, 
Michigan at Wisconsin No more creamputfs for Badgers ... 


October 


2nd 

Wisconsin at Ohio State 
Alabama at Florida 
9th 

Georgia at Tennessee 
Miami at Florida State 


... and if Michigan wasn’t enough, Buckeyes are next. 
Top challengers in SEC West and East collide, 


Growing off-field feud has become big part of this rivalry. 
With ‘Canes on way back up, this game regains its luster. 


Ohio State at Penn State Winner takes inside track in Big Ten race. — 
USC at Notre Dame _One traditional power will take a big step wit this one. 
23rd 

Penn State at Purdue _Lions better have pass defense in top form for Brees. 
Tennessee at Alabama Vols’ first trip to Tuscaloosa since 1930. 

30th 

Georgia vs. Florida 
Arizona at UCLA 


_These teams are so good that Cocktail Party is secondary. 


__ Ashowdown of Pac-10's best... but still a month to play. 


November 

6th 

Notre Dame at Tennessee First meeting since UT's big ‘91 upset win. 

Ohio State at Mich. State Buckeyes seek revenge for 98 upset that cost them title. 
Texas A&M at Nebraska_ First of three biggies in a row for Cornhuskers. 

13th 

Michigan at Penn State League fitle on line in battle of preseason favorites. 
Kansas State at Nebraska This time, the Wildcats have to go prove it in Lincoln. 
Miami at Virginia Tech _ Big East showdown could be for plenty of marbles. 
20th 

Florida State at Florida _ Another big Swamp battle with national implications. 
Ohio State at Michigan _ Another Big House battle with national implications. 
UCLA at Southern Cal __The Streak of UCLA victories now at a ridiculous 8 games. 
26th 

Nebraska at Colorado _One team turns into a turkey the day after Thanksgiving. 
Texas at Texas A&M Big day in the Big 12 ... showdown in the South. 
27th 


Arizona State at Arizona Pac-10, Roses, even Sugar could be on the line. 
Syracuse at Miami BCS bowl game could be waiting for the winner. : 


December 


4th 
League championships Big 12 and SEC are good at staging fun ones. 
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Turning the Gamecocks 
Into Winners 

is a Worthy Challenge, 
and Then Some 


Q 
By Dennis Dodd Pe 
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he subject with Lou Holtz was lists. Like 
everything about the man — ego, winning 
percentage, reputation — Holtz has a 
huge one. 

It should be noted that his list of “108 
Things To Do Before | Die” has been whit- 
tled to seven. Among the items Holtz has 
been able to check off in his 62 years are: 
a Visit to the White House, a meeting with 
the Pope, landing on an aircraft carrier, 

parachuting out of a plane and whitewater rafting. 

“I had no idea how dangerous whitewater rafting is,” Holtz 
began on one of his famous storytelling jags. “I had my wife, my 
four children, their spouses and my 76-year old mother-in-law. 
They haven’t spoken to me since we got back. 

“| got thrown out of the raft. Then I came up under the raft. | 
broke my thumb in four places. You don’t know how dangerous 
and how vicious whitewater is. That is petrifying.” 

Let's just say Holtz has come up under the raft again — this 
time by choice. In this age of high-powered offenses, the Bowl 
Championship Series and two-sport athletes, a small man with a 
lisp in his seventh decade of life is coaching South Carolina football. 

South Carolina, you say? Let’s see there’s George Rogers 
and, ummm, not much else. It’s one of those programs that 
somewhere along the way just kinda got stuck in college football 
purgatory. Not horrible, but certainly not good. In the program’s 
105-year history, it has won one bowl game. It is coming off its 
worst season in history, 1-10 in 1998. 

It figures that the only coach to last more than 10 years at the 
school, Rex Enright, is a Notre Dame grad who played under 
Knute Rockne. South Carolina has awakened the echoes, dipping 
into its own and Notre Dame's past to nab Holtz. 

Back to the list ... 

Among the remaining items on Lou’s master list: He and wife 
Beth headed to the Holy Land and the Pyramids this summer. He 
still has to learn a foreign language. And he has yet to run with 
the bulls in Pamplona (“I can’t find a slower person”) ... or go on 
African safari. 

Why, oh why, then, would Holtz add “turn around South Car- 
Olina football” to his to-do list? 

“| ask myself that every morning,” Holtz said. 


here are a few coaches in history who can win by 
sheer will. 

The Gamecocks hope they have one of those — 
because they don’t have much else. It’s not every day 
that a school finds a sedentary coaching superstar with 

216 career victories with energy still left in his batteries. 

Just by taking the job, Holtz became the fourth-winningest 
active coach behind Joe Paterno, Bobby Bowden and Lavell 
Edwards. In any given year, though, those three coaches could 
win a national championship. That’s not going to happen any 
time soon at Carolina. It says something about a school that two 
of its most famous alums are named Hootie. One Hootie (Darius 
Rucker) leads the Blowfish, the other Hootie (Johnson, fullback, 
Class of 52) is the chairman at nearby Augusta National Golf Club. 

The school with the funny nickname (insert ‘Cocks joke here), 
is trying to hit a home run before Holtz hangs ‘em up. 

“Why?” is the question Lou Holtz will face a million times 
before South Carolina kicks off against North Carolina State on 
Sept. 4. 
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Why leave a cushy life behind as a CBS college football ana- 
lyst to coach again in a state where there have been two winning 
seasons in the last nine? 

Why give up the rubber chicken speaking circuit where he 
could make $20,000 for dropping a few witticisms on some 
Shriners? 

Why be away from his loving wife Beth, who bravely contin- 
ues to fight throat cancer? 

Why, indeed, after turning down South Carolina three times? 

“My wife said, ‘If they call again, | think you ought to take 
it,"” Holtz said, noting that Beth was in the middle of 83 radiation 
treatments to treat her cancer. And yet it was Beth who urged 
her husband to say yes. 

“| don’t know why she felt that way,” Holtz said. “I think she 
also felt there was something missing. Whenever you give up 
something, you must replace it with something. When you give 
up coaching, you've got to replace it with something. | really did- 
n't replace it.” 

Holtz brightens as if the lights have come up on The Tonight 
Show. It’s Johnny and Ed all over again. It’s the stuff Domers used 
to eat up and South Carolinians can't get enough of. Holtz sud- 
denly is on auto-Lou. His schtick on cruise control. The man can’t 
resist an audience. 

On his lack of depth: “We can't get on Noah's Ark, we don't 
have two of anything.” 

On a spring scrimmage: “It was one of the few times where | 
could say that the most outstanding people on the field were the 
officials.” 

On former South Carolina coach Brad Scott: “I think 1-10 last 
year should have received some votes for coach of the year.” 

Things will get better at South Carolina, they always do under 
Holtz. Say what you will about the man and his style, he gets 
results. The sport's 1 1th winningest all-time coach (216-95-7) has 
done it before. South Carolina athletic director Mike McGee is 
banking on it. An entire state craves it. A mediocre team needs it. 

“He's like a father and grandfather,” said safety Arturo Free- 
man. “Out there he is correcting everybody, getting in your face. 
But after practice, he’s like a grandfather telling everybody he 
loves them.” 

Players both laugh and cower at the man, which reflects his 
football personality. One minute he’s putting an official in a head- 
lock on national television. The next he’s crying like a baby in 
front of his big lugs. But it is always all Lou all the time. 

Consider that three players were late for one of the first team 
meetings called at 4 p.m. Holtz had the doors locked. The three 
stayed out. 

“If | wanted the meeting called at 4:10, | would have had it 
then,” he said. 

One player missed a deadline for turning in a questionnaire. 
His locker was cleaned out. 

“We needed a disciplinarian like Coach Holtz,” Freeman said, 
“a guy who was a proven winner.” 

Freeman recalls, “one day he was in practice and a truck 
drove by real loud. He said, “Will somebody please tell that truck 
to be quiet while I’m talking?” 


he state of South Carolina is following along in lockstep 
with this funny, eccentric coach. You might have 
thought that his reputation was trashed during the sum- 
mer of 1998 in the infamous Joe Moore trial at Notre 
Dame. Remember that one? Holtz’ successor Bob Davie 
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and Notre Dame were the targets of an age discrimination suit. “First time I ever met Lou Holtz was at West Virginia playing 


During testimony, Davie questioned Holtz’ “mental capaci- him in the Peach Bowl in 1975,” said Tommy, who was a receiver 
ties” during his final years at Notre Dame. You had an offensive with the Mountaineers playing North Carolina State. “| dropped a 
lineman Mike Rosenthal essentially testifying for Moore against pass right in front of him. | would have scored. They blew a cov- 
his then-coach Davie. It was ugly. But all concerned survived. erage. 

Holtz has shined through, saying: “Notre Dame is a wonder- “When | coached at Auburn, | took the offensive staff up to 
ful place.” Notre Dame to study short-yardage and goal line offense. He was 

Right now, so is South Carolina, with Holtz holding it in the very gracious. | was sitting there listening to him lecture for about 
palm of his weathered hand. Bookstores feature “Cock a Doodle three hours.” 

Lou” T-shirts. Holtz made some innocuous comment about trash Asked if he knows Tommy Bowden, Holtz all but sniffed and 


on the state highways early on 
and found himself the unofficial 
chairman of a litter-prevention 

crusade. 

What makes Holtz so appeal- 
ing is also what makes him so 
hard to figure. The man himself 
said after Notre Dame, a coach 
goes directly to heaven. Gold 
watch, pat on the back, end of 
career. The risks in coming back 
are obvious. Holtz could tarnish a 
great career by hanging on too 
long. No matter how much 
energy he puts into the job, 
South Carolina could flop like it 
seemingly always has. 

Loony Lou's list could 
include a death wish — as in 
South Carolina being a career 
killer. 

But Lou needs more of Lou. 
Coaching is part of his self-vali- 
dation. Call it ego or whatever, 
but all the great ones have it. A 
desire to show the world that 
they aren't done yet. He’s an 


icon and he knows it. said: “I know his father very well.” 

“We're talking about one of the top coaches of all time,” said The “rivalry” could be one of the best in the country if Holtz 
Tommy Bowden, who is two hours away in his first year at Clem- and Bowden heat up their programs. The upstart against the 
son. “We both came in at the same time. Instead of his compari- accomplished veteran. This state of three million has traditionally 
son to the rest of the SEC that he’s got to compete with, it'll pumped out a dearth of high school talent. ACC and SEC powers 
probably be us.” usually share what little there is. To win in South Carolina you 

Bowden has provided another reason for Holtz to carry on. have to recruit out of South Carolina. 

The two were hired within two days of each other in December. “Florida has 15 million people with 150 Division | prospects 
Two giant cannonballs fired across archrivals’ bows. each year,” Bowden said. “Florida, Miami and Florida State are 

First, Clemson swept out Tommy West and the worst season only going to sign 30 kids in that state. They ain't going South, 
in 22 years (3-8) by hiring Bowden away from Tulane on Dec. 2. they ain't going East and they ain’t going West. They gotta go 
Then South Carolina checkmated their rival by getting Holtz two North.” 
days later. The problem is neither school has done a decent enough job 

The two makeover artists could put South Carolina back on of recruiting Florida. Thus Clemson-South Carolina has dropped 
college football's map. It hasn't been there since George Rogers off college football's radar. Both teams haven't gone into the tra- 
won the Heisman in 1980 and Clemson won the national champi- _ ditionally season-ending game with a winning record at the same 
onship in 1981. time since 1990. 

“This state reminds me of Alabama in the fact that there’s no That's why potential glories at South Carolina are virtually 
pro sports,” Tommy Bowden said. “Therefore, college football is incomprehensible. Resurrecting Notre Dame is one thing with its 
it. That and high school football. The high school football coach in national recruiting, academic standing and ancient legacy. Doing 
this state is elevated to a status that a lot of places don’t have.” it at a state school that is overshadowed by a rival that has won a 

So what you've got in the Palmetto State is “a program that national championship is another. 
never was” just 120 miles south of “as rabid a college football “He'll never win a game for us,” said Gamecock quarterback 
atmosphere as there is.” One coached by a legend, the other by a Phil Petty, “but what he will do is put us in a position where we 
coach's son trying to make his mark. can win.” 
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When all else failed, tommy Bowden told his players to pre- 
tend they were in a big-time program. 

The setting: Tulane, 1998. 

The situation: The football program’s best season in 67 years. 

The stadium; The New Orleans Superdome. 

The interest: Minimal. 

“We went 1 1-0 averaging a little under 20,000,” Bowden 
recalled. “That's not very good. You think of things to tell your 
players. You stand out there 
in that Sugar Bowl and 
squint your eyes until it 
looks like there's people in 
those seats. If you just look 
fast, those multi-colored 
seats look like people.” 
Bowden won't have to 
worry about lack of interest 
as the first-year coach at 
Clemson. The 44-year old 
son of Florida State’s leg- 
endary Bobby Bowden has 
all the attention — make 
that scrutiny — he needs 
with the Tigers. This school 
ran Ken Hatfield out of town 
after he won 70 percent of 
his games. Former Danny 
Ford assistant Tommy West 
followed and was fired after 
the program’s worst season in 22 years (3-8) in 1998. 

Win or lose, 80,000 folks cram Death Valley to pass judge- 
ment each week on whoever is coaching the Tigers. Frank 
Howard started the legacy with 165 victories in 30 years from 
1940 through 1969. Danny Ford put his permanent stamp on it 
by winning the 1981 national championship. 

Seventeen years without a repeat have not set well with the 
demanding Clemson faithful. 

“Patience,” Bowden said, “is not a big word around here. 
Nor is rebuilding. Those are two (words) they don’t want to 
hear.” 

But if any coach can survive the Clemson pressure cooker 
it’s Bowden. He is proud to emphasize that he made it to this 
point on his talent, not his last name. It would be hard to say 
Daddy did Tommy any favors after he spent two decades as an 
assistant coach at West Virginia, Florida State, East Carolina, 
Auburn, Duke, Alabama and Kentucky. From 1991-96, he was 
offensive coordinator at Auburn under brother Terry when the 
Tigers were 45-20-2. 

In two years at Tulane, Bowden went 18-4 and led the 
Green Wave to a top 10 ranking and its first conference title 
since 1949. The loss of eight seniors on defense, an NFL 
prospect quarterback (Shaun King) and two kickers made it time 
to pull the ripcord. 

“You know, at a school like Clemson or Florida State, an ACC 
school or an SEC school, you have a chance to win a national 
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By himself, Holtz can’t improve 40-yard dash times or add 
Barry Sanders moves to a Colonel Sanders body. 

All the while, you can see how Holtz’ mind has been work- 
ing. He’s gathered his family and friends around him for a final 
stab at greatness. Son Skip came from Connecticut, where he 
was head coach, to be offensive coordinator. UConn was ready 
to extend Skip with a long-term contract. 

There was a report when he was hired that Holtz had 
negotiated that Skip get the job when he steps down. False, 
Holtz said emphatically. Skip chose to move his kids closer to 
their grandparents. Former Notre Dame assistant Dave Roberts 
came from being fired at Baylor after only two years to spark 
the fire again with his old boss. Beth has given her blessing 
despite her condition. 

“He turned me down three times,” McGee said in February. 
“| went to work through the grandkids, the kids and then Beth, 
his wife. She wanted him back in coaching again, not out of it 
because of her.” 


oltz has walked into a bargain basement that can’t 

sink any lower. Think about it: If he wins, say, five 

games this season, he’s a savior. Heck, if he wins 

two games it’s an improvement on 1-10. If things 

get too tedious, he can revert to television personal- 
ity and full-time husband. 

There is no downside. South Carolina football is his occupa- 
tion while Lou Holtz decides what to do with the rest of his life. 
“I don’t have anything to prove or anything to gain,” he 
said. “I can’t tell you what the future holds. | can’t tell you about 
my health. I can’t tell you about my wife's health. You just try to 

plan on the long run.” 

It’s just that there might not be enough time left in Holtz’s 
career for one more stirring comeback. Notre Dame was a differ- 
ent animal. Only Mount Rushmore has a more solid foundation 
of academics, facilities, tradition and excellence. 

“| think | can contribute to young people,” Holtz said. “Any 
change that has to happen, the players have to make that choice 
themselves. Many times an individual is doing something that’s 
going to be detrimental to his future. It's the same as the guy 
who fell out the 20-story window. As he passed each floor he 
said, ‘I’m doing OK so far.’” 

When asked why South Carolina hasn't won consistently, 
Holtz counters, “More importantly, why haven’t they won on 
occasion? Let's not be real greedy.” 

“This is as tough as any (job) I've seen,” Holtz said during 
spring practice. “We're waiting for some good things to happen 
and they will. But not many good things have happened yet.” 

During one of those practices, Holtz admonished his film 
crew in the tower for blowing a horn too long signifying the end 
of a drill. 

“lll run the practices,” he barked. 

As the practice ended, a gust of wind blew an empty box off 
the tower and smacked him in the back of the head. 

Holtz glared up at the tower and snapped, “I want to see 
those people.” 


lm | f Sweet Lou weren't so damn serious at the random mis- 
fortune, you'd laugh out loud. But you don’t dare. 

Holtz took the job amid a flurry of good vibes, contrast 
and one-liners. In the early days his task was remedial. 
During one practice, Holtz lined up as a fullback, took a 

handoff and ran to daylight just to show a raw player how 
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championship,” Bobby said when his son was hired at Clemson. 
“Because of the schedule and other things at Tulane, that’s not 
possible. Besides, how could he improve on what he'd done 
this year? He had nowhere to go but down.” 

Tommy has yet to call a play at Clemson and the locals 
already are worried the he will use the job as a steppingstone to 
Florida State when his 69-year old father retires. Tommy has 
learned something watching successors of John Wooden, Bear 
Bryant, Darrell Royal and others. 

“Don't be the next guy,” he said. 

Instead, Bowden has a chance to be The Guy at Clemson. 
“This was my dream job,” Tommy said. “This is everything that 
I've hoped for.” 

Clemson likes its coaches driven, sometimes before it drives 
them out of town. 

“It could be real good here,” he said. “You have so many 
plusses here. Football is very important. It’s a state where we 
don't share it with anything. It’s a rabid following. This is one of 
the school’s where if you get six wins, the bowls like you 
because you're going to bring 15,000 to 20,000.” 

He calls Clemson “an SEC job in the ACC.” Or to put it 
another way, a football factory in a basketball conference, Clem- 
son is expected to compete for the conference championship 
each year, but his father has made that impossible. Florida State 
has lost two conference games in seven years. Father and son 
meet as head coaches for the first time Oct. 23 at Clemson. 

“In three more years it'll probably be a big deal,” Tommy 
said. “But coming off 3-8, to go into a Florida State game with 
one or two wins is not that big a game. My problems are all the 
ones before that.” 

Bowden succeeded at Tulane with a balanced spread 
offense that is similar to his father’s in philosophy, if not appear- 
ance. In 1998, the Green Wave rushed for more yards than Ohio 
State, UCLA, Penn State, Georgia Tech and Oklahoma. Tulane 
was the only team in the nation to average 200 yards rushing 
and 300 yards passing. 

Clemson returns 11 starters from one of the best-looking 3- 
8 teams in the country. The Tigers were second in the ACC in 
defense and return their key offensive players of last season. 
Senior quarterback Brandon Streeter set school records for pass- 
ing yards (1,948) and passes completed (150). 

Kiss those records goodbye under Bowden. Bobby was so 
impressed with his son’s scheme that he flew Florida State’s 
offensive staff to New Orleans. Once he landed at Clemson, BYU 
flew Tommy's offensive coordinator Rich Rodriguez to Provo. 

“When was the last time you ever heard of an offensive 
coordinator from Clemson flying to BYU?” Bowden said. 

You haven't. It’s a new era at Clemson with a coach who is a 
pirate. Bowden is a fundamentalist Christian who doesn’t drink 
but he will take no prisoners. A few days after South Carolina’s 
Brad Scott was fired, Bowden snatched him up for Clemson. 

Scott promptly helped land four of the best players in the 
state away from the Gamecocks — 290-pound offensive line- 
man William Henry, top 100 defensive back Brian Mance, line- 
backer Gerald Robinson and high-school All-America defensive 
lineman Paul White, Jr. 

Early advantage Clemson in this brewing in-state war. 

Of Holtz, Scott said coolly, “He’s inherited a much better 
program than what | inherited.” 

This looks like it's gonna get to be fun. 

— Dennis Dodd 
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it’s done. 

Assemble all the reasons that Holtz can lead South Carolina 
to victory and a two-hour trip north to Clemson tells you why 
they can't. 

“They're in the SEC East,” said Brad Scott, summing up the 
Burma Road of Florida, Tennessee and Georgia that the Game- 
cocks have to face every year. “It’s hard.” 

So hard that South Carolina is usually in an 0-3 hole against 
those teams before the season begins. The Gamecocks are 2-16 
against the three since 1993. That annual firewalk cost Scott his job 
after five seasons. It took only a few days for Bowden to swoop up 
his old buddy Scott, along with his recruiting knowledge of the state. 

Clemson went head-to-head with South Carolina on four in- 
state stars and got them all. 

“What | didn’t want to do is sit out and be forgotten,” said 
Scott, a 44-year old former offensive coordinator under Bobby 
Bowden at Florida State. “Not to say you're damaged goods, 
but it’s hard to sit out and be an ex-head coach. | look at my 
role as public relations, high school recruiter and coaching 
tight ends.” 

None of that concerns Holtz right now. If Notre Dame is 
heaven, then his penance is colored scarlet and black. He 
should have known something 33 years ago when Marvin Bass 
hired him as a Gamecock assistant coach. Lou and Beth sank all 
their savings into buying a house in Columbia. A month later 
Bass was gone having taken a job in the Canadian Football 
League. 

Holtz's pay was cut from $11,000 to $7,000 under Paul 
Dietzel and he never made a road trip. Discouraged, the Holtzes 
gave the profession five more years. If at the end of that time 
Lou, then 27, hadn't advanced, he would go back to school to 
get his doctorate. 

But Holtz persevered, cultivating that image of the thin, wan 
bulldog who stalked the sidelines, grabbed facemasks and won 
alot. In 1978, he suspended three of his Arkansas stars and still 
beat Barry Switzer by 25 in the Orange Bowl. During a pit stop 
at Minnesota, Holtz halted a 17-game Big Ten losing streak and 
led the Gophers from 1-10 to 6-5 in two years. 

And then there was Notre Dame. The mother of all jobs. A 
hundred victories in 11 years. A national championship. You 
couldn't decide what NBC showed most — the actual game or 
Lou stalking the sidelines. God, it was great. Holtz said he 
stepped down two years ago to leave Knute Rockne’s school 
record of 105 victories intact. 

Want to tap into Holtz’ legendary ego? Ask him about that 
fallout from Notre Dame. In the two years he has been away, the 
Holtz era has become almost revisionist history. He’s been 
blamed for dragging the program off its national championship 
pedestal with, among other things, bad recruiting. 

“We went 9-3 and 8-3 my last two years,” Holtz said, eyes 
narrowing in sarcasm. “We lost three games in overtime the one 
year. That's really bad. | inherited an 11-0 program.” 

Some of the criticism is ridiculous, of course. Holtz could 
have retired into the sunset. He could have protected his record. 
But he wouldn't have been fair to himself. Tucked deep inside 
that multi-faceted mind is an uncompleted list. There have been 
holes-in-one, a national championship, television appearances, 
and even that harrowing raft ride down the Snake River. 

But when he blows his whistle each afternoon, you get the 
feeling that the toughest task is yet to come. 

“All those things I’ve done,” he said. “The other things are 
the ones that take a little planning." 
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Living a Dream in Carolina 


Carl Torbush is Grateful for Opportunity to Lead Tar Heels Football Program 


As a youngster, Carl Torbush dreamed of one day coaching 
at the University of North Carolina. He’s lived out that dream the 
past 10 years as an assistant football coach for the Tar Heels. 

Torbush’s dream became brighter last year when he was 
named North Carolina’s head coach, replacing Mack Brown, who 
left UNC for the University of Texas. 

In his first season, Torbush experienced the highs and the 
lows of being a head coach, as the Tar Heels got off to a poor 
start, losing their first three games, before rallying to a bowl 
game and a victory in the Las Vegas Bowl. 

Through it all, the coach's faith and approach never wavered. 

“The only reason, in my opinion, that | am the head coach at 
North Carolina is because of the players, who truly respect me 
and like me as a coach and probably better as a person. I try to 
be a good example to my players. | try to walk the same way as | 
talk,” says Torbush, who didn’t think he would get the job even 
up to a few hours before he was announced as the new head 
coach. 

Four days following Brown's announcement that he was 
leaving Chapel Hill, the Tar Heels’ athletic leaders realized the 
right man for the job was already on campus. The players went 
to bat for Torbush and campaigned for him to get the promotion. 

“There is no question that this is where the Lord wants me 
and | don’t have any doubt. | did not politic for (the head job). | 
felt if it was going to happen, it would happen. For four days, | 
didn’t think it would be me. I figured I would be going to the 
University of Texas (with Brown). | was content because | prayed 
about it. We knew whatever happened, we would be where we 
were supposed to be. 

“Truly, by the power of prayer | became the head coach. It is 
a tremendous platform for me. It's living proof that dreams do 
come true. | feel very blessed to have this opportunity. We want 
to maintain our success and be able to compete for the national 
championship,” he says. 

The Tar Heels finished last season with a 7-5 record, which 
was not to the standards they had set in previous Top 10 sea- 
sons, but Torbush felt strongly that the late-season rally showed 
the character of the players and the program. 

Just as when Torbush joined the UNC staff as an assistant to 
Brown in 1988, success didn't come overnight. The Tar Heels 
only won two games in his first two years in Chapel Hill. Always 
known for its strong basketball program, the Tar Heels slowly 
became a football school in the 1990s. 

“The first two years at North Carolina were difficult. | think it 
was the Lord’s way of saying everything isn’t going to be per- 
fect. There are going to be trials and tribulations,” he says, essen- 
tially describing either the 1988 or 1998 season. “When we do 
have the good times, we learn to appreciate them better. 

“Sometimes you question your coaching ability. We hung in 
there (after going 1-10 in 1988 and ‘89, and starting 0-3 in 
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1998). I have a strong Christian belief 
and really felt like if | was supposed to 
be here, | would be here. We slowly 
built the program and made a com- 
plete change,” says Torbush. 

Torbush left a head coaching posi- 
tion at Louisiana Tech to be the defen- 
sive coordinator at UNC in 1988. 
Mack Brown had just been hired to 
turn around the Tar Heel program and 
convinced Torbush to leave a head job 
to join his staff. 

“What's unique is that I've only coached for two guys in my 
career. | coached with Billy Brewer for 11 years and coached with 
Mack Brown for 10 years. | remember the coaches who helped 
me to get where | am,” says Torbush. 

Two other coaches who played a major role in Torbush’s 
career are Dal Shealy and Grant Teaff. Torbush played for Shealy 
at Carson-Newman College from 1971-73 and served as a gradu- 
ate assistant under Teaff at Baylor in 1975-76. 

Torbush, whose first love was baseball, had a tough decision 
to make in 1975. He had to choose between playing baseball or 
beginning a career in coaching. 

“| had an opportunity to go to Baylor to be a graduate assis- 
tant because of Dal Shealy who was coaching with Grant Teaff. 
Coach Teaff was a great influence. Grant and Dal were great role 
models for me. There's no doubt that those two had a tremen- 
dous influence on my coaching philosophy and what I believed,” 
says Torbush. 

Torbush's college baseball coach, Billy Wilson, helped Tor- 
bush get his first job after he finished his master's degree at Bay- 
lor. Wilson knew Billy Brewer, who was the head football coach 
at Southeastern Louisiana. 

“There just happened to be an opening at Southeastern 
Louisiana for a head baseball coach and assistant football coach,” 
says Torbush. “At that time, that was exactly what | wanted to 
be, I really got very lucky and fortunate to get the type of job | 
wanted. There’s no doubt I would be a baseball coach today if | 
hadn't gotten that job.” 

But he did ... part of the path that has led him to where he is 
today. 

“I'm exactly where | want to be. | have never wanted to 
leave North Carolina. If Mack Brown was still here, | would still 
be here. | never figured | would be the head coach here. It 
should prove that if you work hard, you can reach those dreams. 
It's been a very humbling experience,” adds Torbush. 

— John Dodderidge 


Reprinted with permission from Sharing The Victory, the official 
publication of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 
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THE 


GREAT 
JAYNE 


Wisconsin 
Powerback Ready 
for a Run at 
Record 

By Mark Alesia 


Dayne doesn't resemble 


a glamour player. He doesn’t play the part of a Heisman Trophy winner or a No. 1 draft 
choice. With him, there are no dreadlocks like Ricky Williams. There are no speeches like 
Peyton Manning's. 

But anyone trying to tackle Dayne knows dread, even if they don’t see dreadlocks. 
And there are some defensive coordinators left speechless, even if they won't ever hear 
Dayne make speeches. 

If the University of Wisconsin is buzzing this season, it’s not necessarily because of 
e draft beer on sale daily at the student union. Dayne, a 5-10, 260-pound human 
ling ball of a running back, is on his way to making college football history as the 
’s all-time career leader in rushing. 
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But is he smiling? 

“The national perception of him is that he’s more insulated 
and maybe something of an enigma,” Wisconsin running backs 
coach Brian White said. 

A few days before the Badgers’ Rose Bowl victory over 
UCLA, when Dayne rushed for 246 yards and four touchdowns, 
the Capital Times in Madison published an interview with his girl- 
friend and the mother of his daughter Jada, born in November, 
1997. The woman, identified only as Alia, recalled meeting 
Dayne at a birthday party where some other football players were 
present. 

“At first, | thought he looked so mean because he looked so 
serious,” she said. “But while some of the guys were giving me 
their 'Hey, baby’ lines, he was refreshing because he wasn’t try- 
ing to win me over with some line or anything. When we were 
introduced, he just said, ‘My name is Ron.’ ” 

Wisconsin coach Barry 
Alvarez isn’t expecting 
Dayne to transform sud- 
denly into a guy with 
Williams’ charisma or Man- 
ning’s polish. He’ll take 
Dayne’s 4,563 career rush- 
ing yards — and worry 
about charm school later. 

“He’s become more 
and more relaxed around 
the media,” Alvarez said. 
“He’s learned how to say 
what he feels a little more. 
But I don’t think he’s going 
to change greatly.” 

Except, perhaps, in the 
eyes of the NFL. 

In part because the 
pros think he has more to 
prove before tagging him a 
first-round draft choice, 
Dayne is back in college 
football for his senior season. Speculation that Dayne would leave 
early started his freshman year. But here he is, with a chance to 
break Williams’ NCAA record for career rushing yards. 

The number of yards Dayne needs is symmetrical — 1,717 — 
like an easy-to-remember address or phone number. 

Seventeen-seventeen. 

“Ron is unselfish, but let me tell you: he wants to break Ricky 
Williams’ record,” White said. “It’s just like his freshman year. He 
wanted to break Tony Dorsett's freshman rushing record.” 

Dayne and Williams know each other and have talked often. 

“A bunch of times,” Dayne said. “All-America teams, ban- 
quets, we talk on the phone. | always watched for him on ESPN 
— him and (Florida State receiver) Peter Warrick. | know him, 
too.” 


GREG ANDERSON 


The Big Ten rushing record looks like a lock for the bruising 
tailback. He trails Archie Griffin of Ohio State by 499 yards, and 
the league counts bowl games in the record. 

“His decision wasn’t just based on the draft,” Alvarez said. 
“Ron has other interests. He has a young daughter. He’s close to 
his degree. He had a lot of goals and aspirations, and he hasn't 
reached a couple of them.” 

A strong offensive line is in place to help Dayne. Wisconsin 
loses massive tackle Aaron Gibson, but the other four starters 


“SOPHOMORE 


return, led by 


RON DAYNE: GAME BY GAME 


——————— tackle Chris McIn- 
FRESTIMAN tosh, who has 
stern Mic! started every 
13-90 game the past 
12-75 
three years. 
23-129 Dayne once 
21-65 showed apprecia- 
, 4 tion for his line- 
i men by giving 
30-244 them t-shirts that 
50-297 said, “O-Line. My 
17-62 Kind of People, 
41-289 My Kind of 
36-339 Guys.” 
30-246 The Badgers’ 


non-conference 
schedule isn’t 
demanding, with 
Murray State, Ball 
State and Cincin- 
nati as the first 
three games of 
the season. 

He opens the 
season as a pri- 
mary Heisman 
Trophy candidate, 
and should sustain 
momentum in 
those games after 
his Rose Bowl per- 
formance. Going 
into that game, 
the Badgers were 
described as any- 
thing from boring 
to the worst team 
ever to play in the 


Rose Bowl. 
33-127 If that 
39-190 seemed extreme, 
39-164 they did look like 
35-133 a 10-1 fraud, 
16-53 plowing through 
23-95 an easy schedule 
27-246 and backing into 
1,525 the game 


because of an 
archaic rule that prevented Ohio State from repeating. 

What happened, though, was the spectacle of Dayne plowing 
through the Bruins’ defense. 

Alvarez was an assistant coach at Notre Dame when Jerome 
Bettis played there. Bettis, now with the Pittsburgh Steelers and 
known as “The Bus,” is listed as 10 pounds lighter than Dayne. 

“I've been around a lot of great players, but I've never been 
around anybody like Dayne,” Alvarez said. 

So why isn’t he in the NFL? 

“Heck, he was ready physically after his freshman year,” 
White said. “He was probably ready after high school.” 

Between the end of the regular season and the Rose Bowl, 


the Badgers coaching staff received opinions from 10 NFL teams 
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about Dayne’s potential in the draft. 
The conclusion was that he might 
not even be drafted in the first 
round. 

“I was kind of shocked,” Dayne 
said. “I feel I'm a great back and | 
showed last year and in years past.” 

Said White: “I don’t get it. I just 
don’t get it, when you see some of 
the running backs in the NFL.” 

Actually, White, a former quar- 
terback at Harvard, does get it. 

The biggest issue is injuries ... 
and weight ... and quickness ... and 
hands. 

Individually, none are huge 
issues. Collectively, they create 
questions that might not have been 
answerable to “high first-round sat- 
isfaction.” 

As a sophomore, Dayne went 
into the season with a shoulder 
stinger. With huge expectations 
going into the Kickoff Classic against 
Syracuse, he had 46 yards in a 34-0 
loss for the Badgers. Dayne sat out 
the next game. He ended up miss- 
ing a total of 12 quarters that season 
with neck, knee, ankle and groin 
injuries. 

Last season, Dayne missed the 
season opener with an ankle sprain, 
but he followed that with eight 
straight 100-yard games. But in the 
regular-season finale against Penn 
State, he suffered a torn muscle near 
his left clavicle. 

In the first quarter against 
UCLA, he took himself out of the 
game a few times, looking as if he 
were in pain on the bench. He 
attributed it to nerves. 

“No. 1, he needs to go through 
a whole year and be healthy for a 
whole season,” White said. 

Another concern is Dayne's 
weight. Dayne is listed at 253. The 
pros were worried he might come 
close to 300 in the off season and 
have a hard time getting back to his 
ideal playing weight. White, how- 
ever, disputes that as a legitimate 
issue. He said Dayne doesn’t let 


(Not including bow i 
doesn't recognize for career statistics) 
1. Ricky Williams, Texas 

2. Tony Dorsett, Pittsburgh 

3. Charles White, USC 

4. Herschel Walker, Georgia 

5. Archie Griffin, Ohio State 

6. Darren Lewis, Texas A&M 

7. Anthony Thompson, Indiana 

8. George Rogers, South Carolina 
9. Trevor Cobb, Rice 

10. Paul Palmer, Temple 

11. Steve Bartalo, Colorado State 
12. Mike Rozier, Nebraska 

13. Ed Marinaro, Cornell 

14. Marcus Allen, USC 

15. Ted Brown, N.C. State 


16. Thurman Thomas, Oklahoma State 


17. Marshall Faulk, San Diego State 
18. Terry Miller, Oklahoma State 
19. Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 

Yards needed to set record: 1,717 
Average per game needed: 157 


1. Archie Griffin, Ohio State 


Total yards needed to set record: 499 


eyes in the UCLA game. He had 
long runs.” 

Wisconsin's offense is run-ori- 
ented, so Dayne won't have many 
opportunities to catch the ball. But 
he will have a chance to prove he 
can be a consistent pass-blocker. 

While White is candid about 
Dayne’s shortcomings, at least in 
the eyes of the NFL, he knows he 
might never coach another like him. 
Lower body strength and great 
vision make Dayne an imposing 
force. His favorite player as a kid 
was John Riggins. 

As a freshman against Hawaii, 
Dayne had 339 yards in a little over 
three quarters before going to the 
bench for good. In five of his last six 
games that year, he had 244 yards 
or more. 

Wisconsin is 11-1 when Dayne 
carries 30 or more times. But when 
Dayne carries fewer than 30 times, 


6,279 

6.082 the record falls to 14-9. 

5 598 “A guy like him comes around 

52 59 once a decade or quarter of a cen- 

51 77 tury,” White said. 

501 2 Dayne grew up in Berlin, N.J. 

A9 65 After his parents separated when he 

A9 58 was 11, his mother was concerned 

A9 A8 she couldn't take care of Ron and 

4895 his sister on her own. So he moved 

48] 3 in with an aunt and uncle. 

4780 And he continued to grow, and 
grow. 

ose By the time he was ready for col- 

Ai 602 lege, recruiters were concerned that 

up 595 he would continue to grow. An 

"i 589 awesome high school tailback, most 

at 582 colleges recruited him as a fullback 

ri 563 ... and even as a potential tight end 


ut TEN CAREER RUSHING LEADERS 
ncludes bow! games 


5,589 


Regular-season average needed to set record: 46 


or lineman. 

Wisconsin promised him he 
could be a tailback. Flat out: Not a 
blocking back,-a tailback who will 
carry the ball. He was perfect, after 
all, for Alvarez’s nothing-fancy 
offense. 

He had heard good things about 
Madison from former Badgers 
receiver Lee DeRamus, who came 
from a nearby high school. So off to 


himself go in the off-season. 

Dayne did, however, see a need to improve his quickness 
before last season. With the help of some grueling workouts 
designed by strength coach John Dettmann, Dayne got down to 
250. 

The other issues pertain to Dayne’s all-around game. 

“He has to show he’s a complete player,” White said. “He 
has to be a great pass protector and route runner and show the 
ability to make long runs. That's the biggest thing that opened 
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Wisconsin went Dayne, who even says he likes the cold weather. 

At the end of his third season on campus, he underscored 
that preference by pointing out that the weather for the Badgers’ 
first day of practice in Southern California for the Rose Bowl was 
too hot. It was 68 degrees that late-December day. 

About a week earlier, Dayne made the official announcement 
that he would return to Wisconsin for his senior season. But the 
official announcement was preceded by a newspaper story quoting 
Dayne’s uncle, Rob Reid, that his nephew would not stay in school. 
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It was a confusing time — the decision itself was surprising at 
the time. It had seemed so obvious that he was NFL-bound, that 
the announcement was that a pro football player was forgoing his 
rookie season to play another year of college football. 

Unlike the triumphant proclamations of Tennessee quarter- 
back Peyton Manning and Texas tailback Ricky Williams the pre- 
ceding two years, Dayne’s decision was seemingly on-again, 
off-again... halting and uncertain. 

Was he or wasn't he? 

Alvarez denied a decision had been made. But it had been 
made. During the spring, the coach said he was upset with how 
the news leaked. 

“Yeah, | was,” Alvarez said. “We wanted to have a press con- 
ference here and do it the right way. But it worked out fine. ” 

It also meant another year of living under NCAA restrictions 
while his friend, Williams, was getting rich in the NFL. 

“An athlete doesn’t need much,” Dayne said. “After football 
practice, we have training table. Maybe we could use some 
money for personal things. But my family is taking care of me and 


Ricky Tony 
Dayne Williams Dorsett 
5.6 6.2 5:7. 
142.6 136.5 138.2 
1.4 1.6 Les 
21 27 33 
7 11 9 
] 2 ] 


—— 


Williams 


Dorsett 


my daughter. | don’t need anything too big.” 

For all the adulation, Dayne appears to be well-grounded. 
Part of that comes from experiencing a torrent of publicity after 
his freshman year and enduring injuries during his sophomore 
year. 

Another part of that is his daughter. Jada was named after 
Dayne’s favorite actress, Jada Pinkett. He has her name tattooed 
on his right bicep. She is another reason why he’s staying in 
Madison for his senior season. 

“IF 1 was away for a year, when I came back she wouldn't 
even notice me,” Dayne said. “She's talking and running and 
walking and climbing all the stairs. She tries to be grown up.” 

White noticed Dayne growing up quickly in different ways 
after Jada’s birth. 

“The thing that impresses me most about Ron Dayne, the 
person, is that he’s a great dad,” White said. “Whenever you see 
his little girl, she is happy, happy, happy. She has loving parents 
— not a loving parent. Jada has some of his athletic ability, too. | 
think she was walking at 8 or 9 months.” 

In the Capital Times article, Dayne’s girlfriend and Jada’s 


“Ron is very unselfish, 
but let me tell you something: 


he wants to break 
Ricky Williams’record. 


It's just like his freshman year. He wanted to break Tony 
Dorsett’s freshman rushing record. That was important to him.” 


—Wisconsin running backs coach Brian White 


mother was described as a Wisconsin student on scholarship. 
Ironically, she is an outgoing journalism major. She met Dayne 
the summer before his freshman year. Alia invited a friend from 
high school who was on Wisconsin's football team to her house 
for a birthday party. She told him to bring some of his friends. 

Dayne was among the players. So was Gibson, the huge 
offensive lineman, a sight that sent Alia’s mother scrambling to 
find more food. 

Alia stayed in school after getting pregnant. She said she 
wanted to keep her own career hopes alive and not have her 
future depend completely on Dayne. 

That was the first time Dayne’s girlfriend had spoken publicly, 
and yet another sign of his status in Madison. 

“Nationally, he hasn't given people a chance to see who he 
really is,” White said. “Will he change? I sensed a little of that at 
the Rose Bowl. He had made his decision to come back for his 
senior season and it seemed as if the weight of the world was off 
his shoulders.” 

Two years ago, Wisconsin sports information director Steve 
Malchow created a clever poster for Dayne called “Wisconsin’s 
Great Dayne,” which showed the running back posing with four 
Great Danes. 

Dayne became a spokesman for the Dane County Humane 
Society on the issue of homeless animals. 

Alvarez went along reluctantly. 

“Our thinking was that no sophomore had ever won the 
Heisman, and I told Barry | wanted to make sure everybody from 
Boston to Los Angeles knew about him,” Malchow said. “We feel 
now that based on the Rose Bowl, he’s the No. 1 candidate. It’s 
his to lose.” 

Dayne will benefit from Wisconsin's tendency to land on 
ESPN, which is cable television but also national television, as 
opposed to regional games on ABC. 

“With as much exposure as we get, Ron's name is already 
out there,” Alvarez said. “Then either we get the job done or we 
don't. I don't think something cute in (voters’) mailboxes is going 
to make a difference. He’s had as much exposure as anybody for 
three years.” 

The picture of Dayne with the Great Danes might show up on 
postcards to Heisman voters this year. Malchow is also thinking 
of targeting e-mails to media in an area where there’s a player 
Dayne is about to pass on the NCAA's career rushing chart. He’s 
19th on the list, so he’s got plenty of players to pass ... which 
means plenty of postcards to mail out. 

But that’s it. 

Otherwise, it’s up to Dayne. 

“The media attention doesn’t bother me as long as they know 
I'm not doing it by myself,” Dayne said. “If | do get the record, 
the first thing I’m going to do is dedicate it to the team.” 

And the linemen: His kind of people ... his kind of guys. i 
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__ “Many sportsbooks have come and 
gone, but English Sports Betting is 
here to stay!! Play with the legitimate 
and legal leader in the industry, ESB!” 


- Sides, totals and moneyline wagering 
- Futures, parlay, teaser and fantasy cards 
- Best parlay odds in the WORLD 


2-team parlay 13-5 
3-team parlay 6.5-1 
4-team parlay 11-1 


Visit our website at www.telebet.com 


Here are a few reasons why English Sports Betting is #1: 
<® Payouts in 24-48 hours guaranteed 
@ Rated by Dun & Bradstreet 

eo Audited by a top-5 accounting firm 
_® Since 1991, Our 8th football season 
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Must be 21 years of age -- International Calls 1-876-953-6233 -- U.S. Alternate 1-800-55-WAGER 


o need for Bob Davie to wear 
a watch this season. He can 
throw away his calendar, too, 
for that matter. 
If Davie wants to check the only time 
that means anything on the campus of 
Notre Dame this fall, all he needs to do is 


NOTRE DAME 


GHTING IRISH 


Suddenly historians and mathemati- 
cians started to wonder. Was this a trend? 
All Lou Holtz did in 1988, when he 

coaxed the undefeated, Tony Rice-led Irish 
to the school’s 1 1th and last consensus 
national championship after season No. 3 in 
the fishbowl was confirm that the third time 


lugnut when it comes to talking national 
title. “We have our eyes wide open.” 

If only Leahy and other reminders of 
what people expect this season from a team 
that lost 12 starters were not such an 
obstruction to Davie's view all the time. 

It was not enough, for instance, that 


Tradition is a Heavy Weight On Davie 


peek out his office window, glance across 
Juniper Road, and gaze upon a spot just 
off the northeast sidewalk wrapping 
around Notre Dame Stadium. 

There Davie can see the hands on the 
clock of Notre Dame football tradition 
ticking, ticking. There a bronze statue of a 
kneeling Frank Leahy hunkers down on 
Irish history. 

The sculptors chiseled a hat on 
Leahy’s head, a smile on his face, and his 
eyes might as well be zeroed in on 
Davie's parking spot 24 hours a day, 
every day since season No. 2 turned into 
season No. 3 under the Golden Dome. 

Because everyone in South Bend 
knows what season No. 3 means for Notre 
Dame head football coaches — and those 
who don't, need only look at Leahy’s 
statue for a quick lesson. 

It was 1943, the coach’s third season, 
when “Leahy’s Lads” went 9-1 and won 
the first of four undisputed national titles 
for him. 

Must be coincidence, folks thought in 
1966, when Notre Dame coach Ara 
Parseghian, spending his third fall in blue- 
and-gold after leaving Northwestern, 
played for the famous 10-10 tie with 
Michigan State and later captured the 
national championship. 

Eleven years after that in 1977, coach 
Dan Devine, in his third season, pushed 
the right buttons and Joe Montana pulled 
off the remarkable heroics as Notre Dame 
again finished the season No. 1. 


SAFETY DEKE COOPER SHOWS SIGNS OF 
BLOSSOMING INTO A STAR. 
PHOTO BY BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 
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through the schedule indeed can be a charm 
for Notre Dame football coaches. 

Davie will find out beginning Aug. 28 
against Kansas, but the expectations stare 
him in the face every single day. 

“We are in a position to take this to 
the next level,” Davie says. “I think all of 
us at Notre Dame realize that there is 
another level that we have to take it to. 
That's a huge step. But that is the goal of 
this football team and this coaching staff. 

“We're a young team, but talented. 
We have a chance to be very good.” 

But great like the Irish were in '66 and 
‘77 and '88? Hey, isn’t this "99? 

What about it, coach? One more in 
time for the millennium? 

“You'd like to think by the end of the 
season we can be a pretty strong football 
team,” says Davie, tighter than a rusty 


at a glance 


he steered the Irish to a 9-3 record last 
season. Cynics wanted to point out that 
losing two straight season-ending games 
to USC and Georgia Tech implied that 
Davie was not the big-game coach Notre 
Dame fans believe they deserve. 

As soon as Georgia Tech escaped 
with the Gator Bowl win over an Irish 
team that showed gritty resolve, most 
fans’ focused on what Notre Dame didn’t 
do New Year's Day — display enough 
speed on the perimeter — more than 
what Davie's team did do. 

Such is the nature of coaching in a 
college football environment where assis- 
tant coaches get more mail than the 
mayor, where spring practices draw more 
people than baseball games, and where a 
national championship ensures a coach a 
key to the warmest spot on campus 


1998: 9-3 

COACH: Bob Davie — At Notre Dame and 
Overall: 16-9, two years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 2; 4 Offense, 
7 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Jarious Jack- 
son, TB Tony Driver, WR Bobby Brown, FS 
Deke Cooper, DE Grant Irons, DE Lamont 
Bryant, C John Merandi 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Jackson poses 
as many problems for defenses as any 
quarterback in the country. Wide receiving 
corps Is deep, if not big-play oriented. 
Defensively, ends Irons and Bryant will 


wreak havoc with their quickness. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Tailback situa- 


tion unsettled until Driver matures as a 
runner. Offensive line rebuilds with four 
new starters. Young linebackers must learn 
fast. Secondary iffy. 


OVERVIEW: Talent-wise, this may be 


Davie's best team, but inexperience in key 
areas could hurt in early-season road 
games against Purdue and Michigan. 
Seven home games give Irish an edge. 
Jackson needs a huge encore season if 
Notre Dame wants to crack Top 10. 
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Name / Position SIZE HOMETOWN Hich Scoot / CouEGe 


Neal AMBRON OL 67,275 Littleton, CO Littleton 
USA Today honorable mention All-American Denver Post Blue Chip @ All-State. 


Jason BECKSTROM DB 5-10, 185 Tulsa, OK Jenks 

As a senior, had 743 yards rushing, averaging 8.5 yards per carry, and 15 touchdowns @ Hod 1,010 

yards rushing and 13 touchdowns on 115 carries as a junior @ Returned hwo of 10 kickoffs for touchdowns 
@ Scored 29 career touchdowns. 


Darrell CAMPBELL DL 6-4, 245 South Holland, IL Thornwood 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State @ Had 67 solo tackles, 13 tackles for loss and four 
quarterback sacks as a senior. 


ies CURTIN OL 68, 295 Palm Beach, FL Benjam 
USA Today honorable Set ak AestaetS Ade enrel Cobain Sie Soo 100 @ Two-time 
All-Palm Beach # Four-year starter. 


Glenn EARL DB 61, 185 Lisle, IL Noperville North 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State # Conference Defensive Most Valuable Player @ 
As a senior, had 56 tackles and four interceptions @ Had 38 receptions and six touchdowns, averaging 16 
yards per catch. 


Jeff FAINE OL 63,310 Saint Mary, FL Seminole 
/ All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Rated No. 69 prospect 


IGHTINGTRISH RECRUITING 


The Sporting News @ Had 77 pancake blocks as a senior. 
Ryon GILLIS OL 63,315 Bowie, MD DeMatha 


Parade All-American @ USA Today honorable mention All-American # Ranked No. 30 prospect peenly | 
by Football News # Washington Post All-Metro # Three-year starter. 


Gary GODSEY TE 67,255 Tampa, FL Jesvit 

USA Ted honorable mention AllAmercon @ Alloa JournaConstiion Super Souhem 100 ¢ Rated | 
No. 25 prospect in Florida by Polm Beach Post Played quarterback as a senior # Had 1,800 yards pass- 
ing and 22 touchdowns with four interceptions @ As a junior, split time between quarterback and tight end. | 


Joey HILDBOLD P/K 5-11, 175 Centreville, VA Robinson 

Asa senior, averaged 39.7 yards per punt with only 22 yards in punt returns against his team Hit 19 of 
22 points after touchdown @ Made seven of 14 field goals @ Twenty-one of 37 kickoffs were for touchbacks 
@ Had 12 receptions and two touchdowns # Member of wrestling and soccer teams. 


Cedric HILUARD DL $3,295 Atlinglon, TX 

USA Today All:American @ Ranked No. S wicioed Caer aly The Sicoa hess © Aus Aor 
Statesman rated No. 34 prospect in Texas @ Hod 72 tackles, including 111 for loss, five fumbles caused and 
two kids blocked @ Finished fd in shot put ct stole rock mee. 


Julius JONES RB 5-11, 185 Big Stone Gap, VA Powell Valley 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Orlando Sentinel All-Southem @ As a senior, had 2,564 | 
yards rushing and 36 touchdowns @ Had 5,803 career yards so and 86 touchdowns on 614 carries, 


a 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick Scxoot / Couece 
Sean MILUGAN OL 6-4, 285 Norcross, GA Norcross 
USA Today second-team All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Orlando Sen- 


tinel honorable mention All-Southem @ Finished third in shot put ot state track meet. 


Jim MOUNARO DL 67,240 Bethlehem, PA 
USA Teday honorable mention All:American @ As a senior, rN lle on dave ac ¢ Hod 20 
solo tackles, 29 assists and three passes deflected. 


Albert POREE DB 5-10, 185 New Orleans, LA St. Augustine 
Had 58 tackles, five interceptions and four fumbles forced as a senior @ Returned two punts for touchdowns 
@ Runs 4.35 in 40-yard dash. 


Pat RYAN LB 6-3, 220 Billings, MT West 

USA Today honorable menion All American # Galorode Moniona Royer of he Yeor # Two-time Montana 

Defensive Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 194 tackles, including 156 solo, 18 tackles for loss, 11 
quarterback sacks, 24 quarterback hurries, nine fumbles coused, seven posses broken up and one intercep- 

fon @ Hod 43 receptions for 626 yords ond four touchdowns. 


| Gerome SAPP DB 6-0, 210 Houston, TX Lomer 

Parade All-American # USA Today All-American # Rated No. 6 prospect nationally by The Sporting News 
@ Ranked No. 1 ployer i in Texas by Austin American-Statesman Three-year starter @ Had 58 solo and 64 
assisted tackles as a senior @ Had five interceptions, returning two for touchdowns, 


| Nick SEITA K/P 60,160 Lockport, I Lockport Townshi 
USA Teday AllAmerican # Parade AllAmerican # Ranked No. 13 prospect in Midwest Region Detroit 
Free-Press @ Two-time Chicago Tribune All-State As a senior, averaged 47,8 yards per punt on 39 punts 


| @Hit 11 of 22 field goals attempted # Made 29 of 33 points after touchdown attemy hwo com 
pleted passes at ote esr nya ade ig Acaskeser a aster ala ge 
“onboren 72 yd el goal oer 


Jamoar TAYLOR WR 6-0, 200 Mission, TX Mission 

Rated No. 75 prospect nationally by The Sporting News Austin American-Statesman ranked No. 39 
prospect in Texas # Hod 41 receptions for 972 yords and six touchdowns, averaging 23.7 yords per recep- 
tion, as a senior @ Had 1,346 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns on 129 carries. 


| Justin THOMAS LB 6-2, 230 Spencer, OK Star Spencer 

USA Today honorable mention All: American # Doily Oklahoman Oklahoma Defensive Player of the Year # 
As. senior, had 145 tackles, five quarterback sacks, three fumbles recovered and two punts blocked @ Had 
34] yords rating eld sohds ncohins ciel ered 14 touchdowns. 


Courtney WATSON RB/ATH 6-2, 205 Sarasota, FL Riverview 
All-Sarasota Area @ Had 1,300 yards rushing as a senior @ As a junior, had 1,100 yards rushing. 


Chris YURA RB/DB 5-11, 195 Morgantown, WV Morgantown 

USA Today honorable mention All-American # West Virginia Player of the Year as a junior # Holds West 
Virginia record with 103 career touchdowns @ Scored at least one touchdown in each of final 25 prep 
games. 


AWOOKATTHEFIGHTINGARISH 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(9- 3) ___PAssinNG Aug. 28 —Kansas* 
— NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD _Inr SS Fr eric === 
36 = Michigan 20 Jackson 188 104 1740 553 13 6 Sept. 4 — atMichigan 
= Battle 20 8 134 400 0 2 
23 Michigan State 45 a Sept. 11 at Purdue 
RUSHING 
3] Purdue 30 NAME NaosuYanns) AVG LG.” 1D Sept. 18 — Michigan State 
35 Stanford 17 Denson 25} NOES 7S 1982 S15 Oct. 2 Oklahoma 
~ Jackson N34 3.9 43 3 _» 

28 — Arizona State 9 Spencer 54 = eet ek) eae Oct. 9 Arizona State 

— —— Goodspeed 29 202s 0) a rGOlL = 50 
20 Army : 17 RECEIVING Oct. 16 Southern California 
27 Baylor 3 x No Yarps — AvG | Oct. 30 Navy 

Johnson 43 692 16.1 6 68 ——_—_—_———_ 
3 Boston College 26 Holloway ie 262. «175 2 51| | Nov. 6 atTennessee 
N Brown 286 22.0 1 “ = 5 
SOPs ING ay) Getherall 2 "197—~«15.2 1 | Nov. 13. at Pittsburgh 
eft —— - DEFENSIVE LEADERS | Nov. 20 Boston College 
0 Southern California 10 Tacktts: Howard 118; Friday 79; Cooper 78; Driver 60. f 
Toyota GATor BowL INTERCEPTIONS: Sanders 3 Driver 2; Howard 2. a | Nov. 27 at Stan ord 
. QB Sacks: Minor 5; Bryant 4; Harper 3; Denman 3. ert . . 

28 Georgia Tech 35 Tackiss For Loss: Bryant 7; Howard 6; Weaver 6; Williams 5. | Eddie Robinson Classic 
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1-800-32-LUCKY or 1-800-325-8259 


LVSN Television Show 


The LVSN Television Show can be seen Saturdays 
Srom 9-9:30 a.m. Eastern time on these fine stations 


Direct TV -- Empire Sports -- Channel 313 
Midwest Sports -- Home Team Sports 
Comcast, New Jersey -- Sunshine Sports Network 


THE PREMIER a 
GAMING AUTHORITY ‘ 


KFON — 1490 AM — Austin, TX 


IKGEO — 1230 AM — Bakersfieki, CA 


KBLG — 910 AM — Billings, MT 
WWKB - 1520 AM — Buffalo, NY 
KKFN — 950 AM — Denver, CO 
KGU — 1230 AM — Honolulu, Hi 
KENO — 1460 AM — Las Veges, NV 
KLMS — 1480 AM — Lincoln, NE 

— 690 AM — New Orleans, LA 
KFNS — 590 AM — St. Louis, IMO 
KAL — 980 AM — San Lule Obispo, CA 

WAQIX— 790 AM — Aifarta, GA. 


| FAN —590 AM —Toronto, CAN 
| WIMT — 620 AM -- Loutsvilie, ICY 


KHTK — 1140 AM — Sacramento, 
WNST — 1220 AM — Cleveland, OF: 
WAUK — 1510 AM — Milwaukee, 
KCTE — 970 AM — Kansas City, 
WNSR -— 560 AM — Nashville, TN 
KOSR — 1490 AM —- Omaha, NE ~ 
WFNZ — 610 AM — Charlotte, NC 
KDUS — 1060 AM - Phoenix, AZ 


WBOB — 1160 AM — Cincinnatl, © 
WGOW -— 102.3 FM — Chattanooga, Th 
WTKA — 1050 AM — Ann Arbor, 
KHIT — 1450 AM — Reno, NV 
WHIT — 1550 AM — Madison, WI 


KWKN -— 1130 AM — shee! 
World-Wide Web — " 


Call for additional stations and times. 


Radio & TV stations begin in August 


Former Minnesota Viking Mike Lush is 
known for his huge underdog winners 


Call Mike Lush everyday for 
his best college and pro 
football winners. 


BY) DP id ~~) \ , 
Former Fishooud Seat choice of 
the Oakland Ratders. 

obby “Buck$” knows the ins- 
ARES of the NFL and passes 
his knowledge into your wallet. 
For his best plays in college and pro football, 


Call | -900-BET-BUCKS Bs 4 lie ee ae é 


NOW $30 per call - 2 


Visit the #1 Sports and Gaming website on the net @ www.lvsn.com -- Free Scores - 1-888-472-0737 


THE HOPE IS TO CREATE MORE AGGRESSIVENESS BY UTILIZING THE 
QUICKNESS IN END GRANT IRONS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


where the locks never change: fans’ hearts. 

Funny thing is, not even skeptics are immediately dismissing 
such rampant expectations. Because, even if the Irish are as under- 
aged as patrons at an off-campus bar, they still have Jarious Jackson. 

And if Jackson proved anything in his first and only season as 
the starting quarterback last season, it is that no possibility can be 
eliminated when he stays healthy. 

The Heisman Trophy candidate represents Notre Dame's best 
all-around athlete at quarterback since Tony Rice, and potentially 
its most productive signal-caller since Joe Theismann. 

That sounds like a mouthful until you remember the way Jack- 
son shredded Stanford for 100 yards and three rushing TDs on the 
ground. Or the way he conducted the offense like a maestro 
against defending national champion Michigan in his first career 
start on the opening day in 1998. Or the way he went from ques- 
tion mark to exclamation point with each passing week. 

Many people believe had Jackson not suffered a freak knee 
injury while taking a safety on the last play against LSU that cost 
him the USC game and slowed him for the Gator Bowl, the 9-3 
Irish would have been the 11-1 Irish. 

And that would have provided a natural segue into this sea- 
son’s lofty talk of a national title. 

With Jarious, few argue, the postseason options are various. 

As are the possibilities for the Notre Dame offense with Jack- 
son executing the scheme of new offensive coordinator Kevin 
Rogers, the man credited with developing Syracuse’s Donovan 
McNabb into a first-round draft choice. 

“This is really exciting,” Jackson says. “I hope this works for 
me as well (as it did for McNabb). But he’s his guy and I’m me. 
I've got one more time to shine so I'm going to try to do that.” 


The graduation of Notre Dame’s all-time leading rusher Autry 
Denson likely means an even greater reliance on the mobile and 
innovative Jackson. 

“The focal point of our offense is the quarterback without any 
question — that’s why Kevin Rogers was hired,” Davie says mat- 
ter of factly. “IF you look at Syracuse, obviously Donovan McNabb 
jumps out at you, but if you watch Syracuse over the last eight 
years, there’s always been a Donovan McNabb-like quarterback 
that the offense revolves around.” 

The answers at tailback appear less obvious because the 
question is multiple choice. Do the Irish turn to A) Tony Driver, a 
converted safety, B) Tony Fisher, a promising sophomore, C) 
Darcy Levy, an unproven junior or D) all of the above. 

Davie is leaning toward D. 

“It’s going to be difficult to replace someone as productive as 
Autry Denson, but there’s a lot of talent,” Davie says. “We've got 
a little different style of tailback, but it's not going to change a 
whole lot in terms of scheme.” 

It may not look different from the stands, but the view from 
the backfield figures to include a little more clutter along the line 
of scrimmage. 

Gone from the Notre Dame offensive line are regulars Mike 
Rosenthal and Luke Petitgout at tackle and Tim Ridder and Jerry 
Wisne at guard. The only returning starter is center John Merandi, 
who developed into a steady force. 

Those losses thrust senior Mike Gandy and sophomore Kurt 
Vollers into likely starting spots at guard and make John Teasdale 
and Ryan Scarola the probable answers at tackle. 

“The one plus is that these guys are talented and they've 
made an investment — most of them have been in the program 
for two years,” Davie says. “It would be different if you had new 
faces and they didn't have talent.” 

Talent also exists at the fullback position, which may be 
shared by senior Joey Goodspeed, junior Jason Murray and 
sophomore Mike McNair. Who gets the first look? With a leaky 
offensive line, probably whoever blocks best. 

“There’s quality depth,” Davie says. 

The receiver spot boasts quantity and quality. Sure, Notre 
Dame has to replace Malcolm Johnson (43 catches, 692 yards, six 
TDs), but Bobby Brown returns to erase memories of an off year. 
Brown went from 43 catches in '97 to just 13 last year and 
expects to return to form. 

Add reliable options Raki Nelson and Joey Getherall along 
with potential game-breakers David Givens and Javin Hunter, and 
Jackson has reason to smile on third-and-long. 

“We need to find a new go-to receiver,” Davie says. “I think 
we will.” 

If not, tight end Jabari Holloway offers a safe place to put the 
ball on passing downs. He and senior Dan O'Leary give the Irish 
their standard solid 1-2 punch at the position. 

“We have a chance,” Davie concludes, “to be a good offen- 
sive football team.” 

But will the Irish have to score 30 points a game to have a 
chance? Defensively, Notre Dame faces critical losses at inside 
linebacker with the graduation of Bobbie Howard and Jimmy Fri- 
day, two players whose worth may only show the first time 
Michigan converts a fourth-and-three. 

Athletic, active underclassmen Carlos Pierre-Antoine, Anthony 
Denman and Tyreo Harrison will compete with senior Ronnie Nicks 
for the role of defensive stopper. 

Sensing the strength of the defense may have shifted from 


the linebackers to a defensive front that returns eight monogram 
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ERPET UAL PROVISION OF HIGH QUALITY AND ENTERTAINING FOOTBALL PROGRAMMING 

NI EW FANS TO THE GAME, SATISFYING THE NEVER-ENDING APPETITE OF CURRED 
HERE AND POSITIVELY AFFECTING THE FUTURE OF THIS GAME WE LOVE, 
2 AMERICA'S #1 SPORT, FOOTBALL. 


t 
i 
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PROGRAMMING 


L ae IS A NATIONAL TELEVISION NETWORK PROVIDING FOOTBALL 
NG 24 HOURS A DAY. TEN WILL OFFER SEVERALTYPES OF PROGRAMMING: 
* GAMES - REGULAR SEASON; SPRING SCRIMMAGES 
AIGHLIGHTS - FROM YOUTH TO NFL; MORE, MORE, MORE 
“EVENTS - NOTRE DAME PRESS.CONFERENCES LIVE 
PROGRAMS - INSTRUCTIONAL; EX-PLAYER PROFILES 
* MOVIES - BRYAN'S SONG; THE LONGEST YARD 

: ALTERNATIVE FOOTBALL - CANADIAN, AUSTRALIAN, ARENA 

¢ * NEWS - NO BAD NEWS, JUST FOOTBALL, FOOTBALL, FOOTBALL 


| OVERVIEW 


LE THE HOME BACKYARD SATELLITE DISH MARKET, TO CABLE TELEVISION 
CT SATELLITE TELEVISION PROVIDERS. TO RECEIVE TFN, CONTACT YOUR LOCA 
™ CABLE OR SATELLITE PROVIDER. 


é ! 
Baw We Invite You to Learn More About TFN and Its Mission to 


Become The Leading Network and Provider Of Information on America's #1 
< Sport, Football! Please Contact: 


_ TEN, THE FOOTBALL NETWORK: 
»~ é : 646 BEACHWOOD 
i LOS ANGELES, CA 90038 
P: 1-888-404-TDTV 
Wwarw, Lootbaltnetvorkieodi 


* | ENOUGH IS NEVER ENOUGH!!! 


NOTRE-DAME 


Wr. HOMETOWN 


Sea ee 


__ FIGHTING IRISH SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


% Lonce Legree DLS «1296S Stephen, SC 
Se ‘Darcey Levy Rk 62 211 Avrro,CO 
B % OH Tom lopienski RB So G1 259 Hudson, OH 
8 AhonyBroman BSS «S10. 295 Cader Grove, NI 96 Sean Mahan ‘DL S64 270 Tuba, 0K 
& Mot Brernon OL 66 305 Mobi, AL 7 Mike MeNcir RB So 60 242 Coronadel Mar,CA 
“88 BobbyBrowm WR Se 62193 Laude FL 84 eho Merond C  & 63 299 Bheloy,CA 
53 lament Bryon DL & 63 260 Georgetown, SC 35. Dovid Miler KP So 511 190 Gronger 
14 Jomes Coputo P& 61193 ChahomNI 52 Mark Michel (Bk 58218 Memphis, IN 
~ 8 Erie Choppell OB & G4 226 Menigomery, AL “84 Gerd Moron TE So 64 21  Mesqite, IX 
99 _Joson Ching DS «63 260 Honoth, Hl 40 Joson Murray — Rk ~~ 1-260 Belle Vernon, PA 
1. Deke Cooper & 62 219 Bronnile 9 RokiNeion WR S11 183 Herviburg, PA 
56 kehn Crowher SN So 62 245 Edina, MN 3d Reanie Nicks BS 60 28 Kigoe, XK 
Andrew Dempiey TE dr 62252 Los Angeles, CA 58 Brendon O'Comer —«L_-—Se_—«2—3OI_—Bellebsine, OH 
39. Anthony Denman Book 62 230 RukiX 86 Don O'Leary TES 64 251 Weslohe,OH 
59 Bion Dieckmon = sBSsde=S1 280 Fert Wayne 2 Brion Oleniczok DB S11 208 Grand Ropds, MI 
25 ToryDiver RBS G12 Lovie, KY. 35 TmONell So 55 (163. Troy, 
28 Ronald Dykes So S11 197 Hommond,IA 89 John Owens TS 63246 Bowie, MD 
AD _Brendon Forrel 1B 59 232 Foihope, NY 20 CorsPiereAnicine 1B So. 63.242 _—‘Everet, WA 
“AV oFerrer B62 235 Coxsdbeny, FL 57 WigiRoo Boot 5-10 208 Monterey Pork, CA 
12. Tony Fiber RB So 62223‘ OH 92 oe Recendex TE Se 6231 South Hollond, I 
9 Dwayne Froncis DB So 6-0 189 Houston, TK 83. Pobick Reynolds WR So S11 184 Wiken, WY 
69 Mike Gondy OL S 64 288  Gorkond, IX 95 Ryon Robert D% So 62 253  Lowmide, N) 
18 Jey Geherall WR 57176 Hocienda Hghs, CA 62 Cosey Robin OL 67 3 Covingon IA 
V4 DovidGines «WR So. 61217 Humble K 73 Jef Roehl O So 65 290 Oroed Pork Ik 
98 Eric Glass DS «Gh 252 Howey, 85 Mork Rue WR S 62 218 Choginfals, OH 
“AS beey Goodspeed RBS 60 242 Monkgomery, 5 Koni Sonders SS St 510193 Houshon, TK 
“28 Mike Grody FS Se «511200. ‘bsoquch, WA 19 Jim Sonson KS 59 187 Seotdole, AZ 
10 Deveron Horper CBS 511187 Orongeburg, SC 45 Mot Sob So Si 193 Use 
"51. Tyreo Hartson 1B So.-&2—232 Sulphur Springs, TX 72. Ryon Scordla OL So 65 303 BxodPA 
“48 enathon Hebert WR Se S11 199 Houston, IK 93 Bd, Sco D & 63 21  Brookille 
87 _ebori Holloway TE kt G4 258 Riverdale, GA 16 chn Shingler TE & 62 252 Wilninglon, NC 
43. Hugh Holmes Bk 61 223 _Kissimmee, FL 29 sin Sma Cok «ST 190 St Peerburg, FL 
32. Teronce Howard FS So 6&1 193 Willingboro, N) 76 _ichn Teosdale Ok 68 308 Kansas ily, MO 
11 Join Hunter WR S60 185 Orchard ake, 92 Adem Tibble KS SI1_197_Nottvile, M 
44 Grant rons DL st 55 263. ‘The Woodbonds,1X 63. Mike Tbe BS 59 21 Chicago, 
7 Ron reo St 60 205 Lownie, NI “91 Noch VonHook Drucker DL S 62 271 Scosdale, AZ 
7 devious Jockion QB oS: G1 228 ‘Tope, MS 97 KotVdles & 67 29 Whier,CA 
15 Ciford Jeflerson @ So 59 178 Dobos, 1K “34 Jascint Velch Bk = 510 229 Cronbenty Tship, PA 
11 Jay Johnson WR S& 60 191 Storvlle, MS Shane Walon CB So 511 195 SanDiego, CA 
85 _Antwon Jones DX & 62 283 Pave,OH 9 Anthony Weaver DL So 63 261 Sorckogo Sprgs, NY 
55 imines OLS «63.207 Chicago Ridge, k 77 Brod Wilioms DL Se 64 288 Orange, CA 
66 Weedon C ok 6) 27 BrooNY 38 Brock Willioms (Boe ~~ 510.190 Hammond, LA 
17 Jeremy Juorez Rk SIT 250 Arcadia, CA 94 Andy Wisne Oo + 63 27 Tuso0K 
26 Lee lofoyete SSS 59196 Hopkins Pork “61 Mike Zelenka RB ok «660218 Bereo,OH 
39 Ghrisleck SS & 59 192 Asien, Roster and deph chat subjed to change, = 


QB —_Jarious Jackson, Sr*/ Arnaz Battle, So 


LE _ Anthony Weaver, So*/ Jason Ching, Sr 


FB Joey Goodspeed, Sr/ Tom Lopienski, So 
TB Tony Driver, Jr/ Tony Fisher, So 


‘SE ~ Raki Nelson, Sr/ David Givens, So 


FL Bobby Brown, Sr*/ Joey Getherall, dr 


LT Lance LeGree, Sr*/ Antwon Jones, Sr 
RT Brad Williams, Sr*/ Sean Mahan, So 
RE Lamont Bryant, Sr*/ Grant Irons, Jr 

iLB Anthony Denman, Jr/ Carlos Pierre- “Antoine, \ntoine, So 


TE Jabari ri Holloway, Jr*/ Dan O'Leary, Sr 


IB Ronnie Nicks, So/ Tyreo Harrison, So | 


“IT Jordan Black, So/ Ryan ‘Searola So 


LG Jim Jones, Jr/ Kurt Vollers, Jr 


Cc John Merandi, Sr*/ BJ. Scott, Sr 


RG Mike Gandy, Sr/ Jeff Roehl, So 


DLB Rocky: Boiman, So/ Joe Ferrer, Sr 


CB Brock Williams, Jr*/ Clifford Jefferson, i 


CB __Deveron Harper, Sr*/Donald Dykes, Se 
SS Deke Cooper, Sr/ Lee Lafayette, Sr 


RT John Teasdale, Jr/ Matt Brennan, Sr 


FS A’Jani Sanders, Sr*/ Ron Israel, Jr 


PK Jim Sanson, Sr*/ David Miller, So 


~P Dovid Miller, So 


70 LiNDY’s FooTBAit ANNUALS 


SPRING UPDATE 


arious Jackson is honest. He’s a little 

scared. “The offense is not that dif- 

ferent, but it’s just trying to get used 
to not having it real perfect as far as the 
line goes with (former Notre Dame offen- 
sive tackle Mike) Rosenthal and guys like 
that gone,” Jackson says. 

“Last season when you dropped back, 
I didn’t have any worries. But with these 
other guys, it’s a lot different and puts a 
little fear in your mind as to what's going 
to happen ... It puts hesitation in my 
mind as to what kind of season I'll have 
this year. 

“You just didn’t worry as much,” the 
quarterback says. 

Heading into his second season as a 
starter, Jackson is biting his fingernails a 
little more than even last year. Newcom- 
ers Jordan Black and John Teasdale will 
begin as the starting tackles while Jim 
Jones and Mike Gandy are penciled in at 
guards. 

That pencil comes with an eraser. 

“Jarious is 100 percent right — every- 
thing is a new experience for them and 
we have to stay out of third-and-long,” 
new offensive coordinator Kevin Rogers 
says. “But we have gotten much better. 
They’re willing, they're great kids. . .we’re 
not destitute. Our backs are good players. 
Our receivers catch the ball.” 

As long as Jackson finds time to 
throw it, nobody will be complaining. 

¢ Sophomore David Miller handled 
the punting chores and will continue his 
battle with Jim Sanson for placekicking 
duties. Those two veterans will receive 
challenges from freshman Nick Setta and 
Joey Hildbold, giving the Irish four right 
legs on scholarship. 

¢ Shane Walton, the MVP of the 
Notre Dame men’s soccer team, made a 
strong bid as a backup cornerback and 
return man last spring. Coach Bob Davie 
wanted Walton to make a decision about 
his future over the summer; a team never 
has enough good cornerbacks. 

Speaking of cornerbacks, returning 
starter Brock Williams missed most of the 
spring because he violated team rules. 

¢ Linebacker Anthony Denman 
impressed Irish coaches with his abandon. 
“He will knock your butt off,” head coach 
Bob Davie says. 

Explains Denman: “My job is to hit 
people.” 

— David Haugh 
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VIRTUALLY EVERY PLAY IN THE OFFENSE 
IS GOING TO LIVE AND DIE WITH 
JACKSON, THE QUARTERBACK. 
PHOTO BY DAVID DUROCHIK 


winners, Davie installed a new 4-3 
scheme. The hope is to create more 
aggressiveness by utilizing the quickness 
in ends Lamont Bryant and Grant Irons 
while keeping interior plugs like Antwon 
Jones and Brad Williams on the field. 

To coaches, defensive linemen are like 
votes of confidence; you can never get 
enough of them. 

“| don't mean to be sarcastic or cyni- 
cal, but maybe too much is being made of 
the 4-3,” Davie explains. “We're not a 
team that’s going to be able to blitz and 
play man-to-man. But we can be a more 
aggressive and attacking defense (with 
pass pressure).” 

Cornerbacks Deveron Harper and 
Brock Williams should appreciate the 
help. Williams, a potential All-American, 
learned the hard way as a sophomore 
starter last season that a corner’s best 
friend is his pass rush. 

Good safeties don’t hurt either, and 
returnees Deke Cooper, the hero on fourth- 


1999 


NOTRE DAME 


Rogers Gives Irish Offense a New Look 


ob Davie was not kidding. 

The resulting laughter from the 

group of reporters in Davie’s com- 
pany only made it sound like he was. 

“| don’t think you will be able to tell 
much of a difference in our play-calling,” 
Davie said during practice bs spring. 

Then he paused. 

“Well,” he added, “I think our fans 
will take notice.” 

Even Davie cracked a smile as the 
media chuckled. 

The underlying message was obvi- 
ous. No matter how much Davie says 
he valued the job of departed offensive 
coordinator Jim Colletto, his exit has 
eased the tension and perhaps some of 
the scrutiny around the football offices. 

When Colletto took a job with 
the Baltimore Ravens last winter, it 
was goodbye, whipping boy, hello 
Kevin Rogers. 

“| think people may notice a 
little more wide-open approach,” 
Davie says. 

That refrain has become as familiar 
to Notre Dame fans as the fight song. 
A more wide-open approach. More 
diversity. More points. 

“The quarterback is the guy who stirs 


and-one against Boston College last sea- 
son, and A’Jani Sanders show signs of blos- 
soming into a trusted tandem. 

“We have to be a more physical team 


OU'D LIKE TO 
THINK BY THE END 
OF THE SEASON 
WE CAN BE A 
PRETTY STRONG FOOTBALL 


TEAM,” SAYS DAVIE, TIGHTER 
THAN A RUSTY LUGNUT WHEN 
IT COMES TO TALKING 
NATIONAL TITLE. “WE HAVE 
OUR EYES WIDE OPEN.” 


every week,” Davie says, knowing that 
games against Michigan, Oklahoma, USC 
and defending national champion Ten- 
nessee give him no other choice. 

If force doesn’t work, finesse will do. 


the drink in the offense,” Rogers says. 

“We're going to put the hat on 
(Jackson) in terms of getting us into the 
right play — whether it’s an I-formation 
run to the tailback, whether he’s run- 
ning an option, whether it’s a play- 
action pass, whether he’s running a 
drop-back pass. Virtually every play in 
the offense is going to live and die with 
the quarterback.” 

Jackson thinks that means many 
plays will have long lifespans. 

“The possibilities of this offense are 
unlimited” the Heisman Trophy candi- 
date says. 

That likely means more multiple 
sets. More one-back and no-back sets. 
Maybe more double-tight-end sets. 
Maybe more motion. Maybe more 
passing plays on running downs and 
vice versa. 

“We're going to install things early 
that we’re going to hang our hats on, 
that are going to be integral parts of 
our offense,” Rogers says. “They're 
going to be plays that we’re going to 
make work. 

“They’re going to be our signature.” 

With a seal that scrutinizing Irish 
fans surely will recognize. O 


After all, four of Notre Dame's nine victo- 
ries last season came down to the final 
two minutes and two of them — Purdue 
and Army — came down to field goals. 

No wonder Davie spent so much time 
again on special teams last spring. “It’s 
not been on the backburner,” he says. 

This may be the first season in the 
school’s rich history that Notre Dame has 
four kickers on scholarship. Usually shoes 
with that much invested in them are running 
in the NBA. The oddity only underscores 
Davie’s commitment to the kicking game. 

“We have a goal board: nine of those goals 
are for special teams,” Davie says. “If you reach 
six of those nine goals, your chances of winning 
football games are 80 percent.” 

Let's see, 80 percent of 12 games 
equals 10 wins. 

That also would mean two losses. 

10-2? 

Does that imaginary clock Notre Dame 
fans carry come with an alarm? 

— David Haugh 
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SIDELINES SIDELINES SIDELINES 


Ashlee Douglas 
Mississippi 
When she’s not cHéering on the Rebels, 
Ashlee sta) busy as a member of several 
academi€” ands 
this chem major's | favorite hobbies is 
dancing: : with her fellow Kappa 


Delta sororit members as a volunteer for 


chard 


pntradiction in term 
up for sideline duty 
turday. A brightly 
Girl in Death Valley? 


OBY R.D “MOORE 


% 


Jaimee Morris 
Texas Tech 

For three years, Red Raider fans have been 
cheering along with Jaimee, who serves'as 
the captain for the Texas Tech pom squad. 
Enrolled in the school’s honors program, she 

is a biology/pre-pharmacy major who has 
earned President and Dean's List distinction. 


PHOTO BY DOUG HOLLEMAN 


Jennifer spends 
horseback 


NOSWVITIM NHOF A8 OLOHd 


a Shelley 
McQuality 


a Kelli Hayward 
hz Virginia Oklahoma 
All four of Shelley's A sophomore 
$ college years have _ journalism/public 
been spent as a varsity at | ~ Con relations major, 
FE eposriearer for te tf — \ Kelli likes to dance 


x? Cavaliers, including 
the last two as the 
SGuiad's captain. She 
is Working toward a 
@ouble major in 
accounting/informa- 
tion systems, and also 
Serves)as vice presi- ie 
dent of Omicron Delta | . "“Gidalioma: 
Kappa honor society. Stent a 


PROT Bes SSO DEROSA / TDS! 


and write poetry 
“ay? sin her spare time. 
(gay The member of 


PHOTO BY RON KOVACH 


visit our website at www.lindyssports.com 


Fantasy Challenge 


Bill Riley, Commissioner 


€olleg 


« Welcome packets mailed detailing all rules, * Challenge begins with games played 


roster confirmation and trading procedures. on or after Sept. 4 thru Nov. 28. Scoring Table Points 
¢ Make up to 4 trades per week. ¢ All trades are free. 
* Reports mailed every 2 weeks beginning Sep- _* Trades can be made: Any Touchdown 6 
tember 13. * by calling (205) 491-3387 Thursday Each Reception 1 
¢ $69 entry fee. $59 if postmarked by August 5. and Friday from 6-11 pm CST 7 
* Buy two entries get one free. * Thru the internet site at Each 25 Yards Passing 1 
+ You can trade up to start of season at no www. lindyssports.com Each 10 Yards Receiving 1 
charge. All entries must be postmarked by * E-mail to abfantasy @juno.com 
Sept. 3, and received by Sept. 7. * Trading begins on Sept. 13. No trades the Each 10 Yards Rushing 1 


first 2 weeks of season. 


Over 
$38,000 


in Prizes 


$10,000 
First Prize 
2 $5,000 
3 $3,000 
4 $2,000 
5 $1,000 
6-10 $750 
11-20 $500 
21-30 $200 
31-50 $100 
51-100 Free Bowl Entry 


$350 in w-ekly prizes 
$500 highest week of season 


Every 2 weeks you can 
receive 
standings in one of 3 
ways: 


( Internet 
{ Email 
(email address) 


(4) Mail 
Please check which way 
you would like to receive 
your report. 


“1 Receive 
weekly reports for an 
extra $10 


Select one player from each group — mark selection with an 


Group 1 * Quarterbacks 

2 Jamie Barnette, NC St. 

O Drew Brees, Purdue 

U4 Doug Johnson, Florida 
Tim Rattay, La Tech 
Chris Redmond, Louisville 


Group 4 « Quarterbacks 

_ Jarius Jackson, Notre Dame 
Kenny Kelly, Miami-FL 

J Tee Martin, Tennessee 

4 Romaro Miller, Mississippi 
Chris Weinke, Florida St. 


Group 7 * Running Backs 

4 Darren Davis, lowa St 

4 Eric Flowers, Cent Michigan 
(4 LaMont Jordan, Maryland 
Oi Derick Nix, So. Miss 

J Michael Wiley, Ohio St. 


Group 10 * Wide Receivers 
1 Troy Walters, Stanford 
Peter Warrick, Florida St. 
(1 R. Jay Soward, USC 


Q Sherrod Gideon, Southern Miss 


(4 Arnold Jackson, Louisville 


Name 
Street Address 
City 


State 


Oi Please Charge 
Account Number 


Signature 


Telephone (optional) 


4 Check or Money Order Enclosed 


COPIES ACCEPTED 


Group 2 * Quarterbacks 

O Major Applewhite, Texas 

“1 Marc Bulger, West Virginia 
Joe Hamilton, Georgia Tech 
J Chad Pennington, Marshall 
4 Clint Stoerner, Arkansas 


Group 5 * Running Backs 

(4 Shaun Alexander, Alabama 
(4 Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 

{4 Jamal Lewis, Tennessee 

4 Travis Prentice, Miami-OH 
Oi Ricky Williams, Texas Tech 


Group 8 « Running Backs 

Q Rufus Brown, North Carolina 
QO Chrys Chukwuma, Arkansas 
( Deuce McAllister, Mississippi 
Q Anthony Thomas, Michigan 
O Anthony White, Kentucky 


Group 11° Wide Receivers 
U1 Nian Taylor, Washington St. 
Oj Dez White, Georgia Tech 

O Danny Farmer, UCLA 

Q Anthony Lucas, Arkansas 
Q Tony Hartley, Oregon 


O Visa QO Master Card 


Group 3 * Quarterbacks 
O Quincy Carter, Georgia 
O Ronald Curry, UNC 

Oj Todd Husak, Stanford 
Q Ryan Kealy, Arizona St. 
O Carson Palmer, USC 


Group 6 « Running Backs 
O Trung Canidate, Arizona 
Reuben Droughns, Oregon 
O Thomas Jones, Virginia 

Q Travis Minor, Florida St. 

OQ J.R. Redmond, Arizona St. 


Group 9 ¢ Running Backs 

QO Kevin Brown, Wash St. 

O DeAngelo Evans, Nebraska 
Q Ronney Jenkins, BYU 
Chad Morton, USC 

Q Nathan Simmons, Okla St. 


Group 12 Wide Receivers 
Gj Randall Lane, Purdue 

O Deronnie Pitts, Stanford 

O Reggie Germany, Ohio St. 
4 Dennis Northcutt, Arizona 
QO Cedric Wilson, Tennessee 


No purchase necessary. If you wish to participate, void of all services, send a self-addressed stamped enve- 


lope to: Lindy’s Sports Annuals 2700 Hwy 280, Suite 108, Birmingham, AL 35223 by August 1. Entrants must 
be 18 years of age or older. Void where prohibited by law. 


Leslie Hill 
Auburn 


Leslie is an enthusiastic member of the Tiger Pause, 
Auburn’s pom squad, and also serves as its captain. 
The Birmingham native spends football Saturdays on 
the sidelines at Jordan-Hare Stadium. Her time in the 
classroom is spent working toward a degree in 
human development and family studies. 


Gillian 
Brinegar 
Oregon 
Dancing and 
athletics are 
Gillian’s favorite 
hobbies, and Duck 
fans get to see both 
of these talents dis- 
Played on the side- 
lines each fall 
Saturday. A native 
Elizabeth Hersha of Salem, Gillian is 
Kansas majoring in journal- , ‘6 
When she’s not cheering on the ism/ fi) 
Jayhawks, Elizabeth works toward a___ interior mie skasty é 
degree in social work and serves ina 4nd likes to spend/), 
student christian ministry. She enjoys free time with her}, 
gymnastics, water and snow skiing, Delta Gamma 
and also admits to a fascination sorority sisters. 7 A 
with whales and the ocean. 


PHOTO BY DENNIS HUBBARD 


\ 


*, 


GET THE 
WINNING 
DGE! 


Megganh\Moc 
MISSESSIDPES| 
Bullaogitatrsiw eresther 


legree in microbiology. 
fo BY RD. MOORE 


PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


at Ohio State 


Nov. 20 Northwestern Aug. 28 Arizona* Sept. 11 Temple 
Sept. 4 Akron Sept. 18 UTEP 
Sept. 11 Pittsburgh Sept. 25 at lowa Stole 
Sept. 4 Ball Stote Sept. 18 at Miomi Oct. 2 atTexas 
Sept. 11 North Carolina Sept. 25 Indiana Oct. 9 Kansas 
Sept. 18 Kentucky Oct. 9 atlowa Oct. 16 Utah Stote 
Sept. 25 at Penn Stote Oct. 16 Ohio State Oct. 23 ot Oklahomo State 
Oct. 2. Illinois Oct. 23 aot Purdue Oct. 30 Baylor 
Oct. 9 Northwestern Oct. 30  atillinois Nov. 6 Colorado 
UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE Oct. 16 at Wisconsin Nov. 6 Minnesota Nov. 13 ot Nebraske 
Oct. 23 atlowa Nov. 13 Michigan Noy. 20. Missouri 
Od. 30 Michigan Nov. 20 ot Michigan Stote 
Nov. 13 at Minnesota *Pigskin Classic 
Nov. 6 Miami Nov. 20 Purdue Sept. 4 UAB 
Aug. 28 at Texas* Nov. 13 Notre Dome Sept. 18 Western Michigan 
Sept. 4 South Carolina Nov. 27 at West Virginia Sept. 4 at Central Florida Sept. 25 Nebraska 
Sept. 11 Williom & Mary Sept. 4 Nebraska Sept. 11 Notre Dame Oct. 2 atMemphis 
Sept. 4 Marshall Sept. 18 at Florida Stole Sept. 11 at lowa State Sept. 18 Central Michigan Oct. 9 at Colorado 
Sept. 1] Virginia Sept. 25 ot Woke Forest Sept. 4 at Colifornic Sept. 18 Northern Illinois Sept. 25 Northwestern Oct. 16 lowa State 
Sept. 23 at Virginia Tech Oct. 9 Clemson Sept. 1] Texas Oct. 2 at Michigan State Oct. 2 atMichigon Oct. 23 at Kansas 
Oct. 2 North Carolina Oct. 16 Virginia Sept. 25 Boston College Oct. 9 Penn State Oct. 9 at Ohio Stote Oct. 30 Texas Tech 
Oct. 9 atN.C, State Oct, 23 at Duke Oct. 2 at Woke Forest Oct. 16 at Northwestem Oct. 16 Michigan State Nov. 6 at Oklahoma 
Oct. 16 at Maryland Oct. 30 at Georgia Tech Oct. 9 Virginia Tech Oct. 23 Indiana Oct. 23 Penn State Noy. 13 Texas A&M 
Oct, 23  Floride State Nov. 6 Maryland Oct. 16 at West Virginia Oct. 30 at Ohio Stote Oct. 30 at Minnesota Nov. 20 at Kensas State 
Oct. 30 at Wake Forest Nov. I] North Corolina# Oct. 23 Pittsburgh Nov. 6. Illinois Nov. 6 Wisconsin 
Nov. 6 Duke Nov. 20 at East Carolina Oct. 30 oct Temple Nov. 13 at Wisconsin Nov. 20 at Indicna 
Nov. 13 at Georgia Tech "Black Coaches Association Classic Nov. 6 Nowy Nov. 20 Minnesote Sept. 4 atlowa 
Nov. 20 at South Carolina #Charlotte, NC Nov. 13  Syrocuse Sept. 11 Colifornia 
Nov. 20 at Miomi Sept. 4 Murray State Sept. 18 Southern Mississippi 
Sept. 4 Notre Dome Sept. 11 Ball Stote Sept. 25 at Missouri 
Sept. 1] at East Carolina Sept. 4 ot North Corolina Sep!. 11 Rice Sept. 18 ot Cincinnati Od. 2 Oklahoma Stote 
Sept. 18 Northwestern Sept. 11 at Clemson Sept. 2 at Toledo Sept. 18 at Syracuse Sept. 25 Michigan Oct. 9 lowa State 
Sept. 25 Vanderbilt Sept. 18 Wake Forest Sept. 11 Central Michigan Sept. 25 at Wisconsin Oct. 2 at Ohio State Oct. 23 at Texas 
Oct. 2 Florida Stcte* Sept. 25 ot BYU Sept. 18 Michigan Oct. 2 Purdue Oct. 9 at Minnesota Oct. 30 atKansas 
Oct. 9 at Virginia Oct. 2 Virginio Tech Sept. 25 West Virginia Oct. 9 atMichigan State Oct. 16 Indiana Nov. 6 Texas A&M 
Oct. 16 Georgia Tech Oct. 9 Duke Oct. 2 Tulone Oct. 23 Illinois Oct. 23 Michigan State Nov. 13 Kansas State 
Oct. 23 N.C. State Oct. 16 otN.C. Stote Oct. 7 at Pittsburgh Oct. 30 at Indiana Oct. 30 at Northwestern Nov. 26 at Colorado 
Oct. 30 atMaryland Oct. 30 Florida State Oct. 16 at Virginia Tech Nov. 6 Northwestern Nov. 6 ot Purdue 
Nov. 6 at Clemson Nov. 6 Georgia Tech Oct. 30 Boston College Nov. 13 ot Penn Stote Nov. 13 lowa 
Nov. 13 Woke Forest Nov. 13 Buffalo Nov. 6 Temple Nov. 20 Ohio State Sept. 11 Indiana Stele 
Nov. 20 at North Carolina Nov. 20 at Maryland Nov. 13 at Rutgers Sept. 18 Baylor 
*Jacksonville, FL Nov. 27 at Miami Sept. 25 at Louisville 
Sept. 2 Oregon Oct. 2 atNotre Dome 
Sept. 11 at Army Sept. 11 Eastern Michigon Oct. 9 Texas* 
Aug. 28 Lovisiona Tech Sept. 18 at Virginio Sept. 4 Maryland Sept. 18 at Notre Dame Sept. 4 ot Boston College Oct. 23 Texos A&M 
Sept. 11 Georgio Tech Sept. 25 N.C. State Sept. 11 at Kansas State Sept. 25 at Illinois Sept. 11 UNLV Oct. 30 at Colorado 
Sept. 18 N.C. Stote Oct. 2 Rutgers Sept. 18 at Akron Oct. 2 lowa Sept. 18 at Oklahoma Nov. 6 Missouri 
Sept. 25 at North Carolina 4. 9 Maryland Sept. 25 at Marshall Oct. 9 Michigan Sept. 25 Texas Nov. 13 at lows Stote 
Oct. 2 Duke* Oct. 16 atFlorida State Oct. 2 at Pittsburgh Oct. 16 Purdue Oct. 2 North Texas Nov. 20 at Texas Tech 
Oct. 9 Miami Oct. 23 UAB Oct. 9 Boston College Oct. 23 at Wisconsin Oct. 9 at Texas A&M Nov. 27 Oklahoma State 
Oct. 16 Wake Forest Oct. 30 Clemson Oct. 16 at Miami Nov. 6 Ohio Stale Oct. 23 Texas Tech "Dallas 
Oct. 23 at Clemson Nov. 6 atNorth Carolina Oct. 23 at West Virginia Nov. 13 at Northwestern Oct. 30 at Kansas State 
Oct. 30 at Virginio Noy. 13 at Duke Od. 30 Rutgers Nov. 20 Penn State Nov. 6 atKansas 
Nov. 13 Maryland Nov. 20 Georgia Tech Nov. 6 at Syracuse Nov. 13 Colorado Sept. 4 SW Lovisiana 
Nov. 20 at Florida Nov. 20 Virginio Tech Nov. 20 Oklahoma State Sept. 11 Tulsa 
*Jocksonville, FL Sept. 4 Ohio Sept. 18 at Mississippi State 
Sept. 11 NE Louisiana Oct. 2 atNebraska 
Sept. 4 Jomes Madison Sept. 18 Illinois Stote Sept. 4 Colorado State Oct. 9% Texas Tech 
Sept. 4 atNovy Sept. 1] UAB Oct. 2. at Northwestern Sept. 11 San Jose State Oct. 23 Kansas State 
Sept. 11 at Florida State Sept. 4 Baylor Sept. 23 Clemson Oct. 9 Wisconsin Sept. 18 Kansos Oct. 30 ot Texos ASM 
Sept. 18 Central Florida Sept. 18 at Navy Oct. 2. at Virginio Oct. 16 atillinois Sept. 25. at Washington Nov. 6 Texos 
Sept. 30 Maryland Sept. 25 at Rutgers Oct. 9 atRutgers Oct. 23 Ohio State Oct. 9 Missouri Nov. 13 Kansas 
Oct. 9 North Carolina Oct. 2 Northeastern Oct, 16 Syracuse Oc. 30 Purdue Oct. 16 at Texas Tech Nov. 20 at Baylor 
Oct, 16 at Duke ct. 9 atTemple Oct. 30 at Pittsburgh Nov. 6 at Penn Stote Oct, 23 at lowo State Nov. 27 at Oklahoma 
Oct. 30 N.C. State Oct. 16. Pittsburgh Nov. 6 at West Virginia Nov. 13 Indiana Oct. 30 Oklchome 
Nov. 6 at Virginia Oct. 23 Miami Nov. 13 Miami Nov. 20 atlowo Noy. 6 at Kansas Stote 
Nov. 13° Clemson Oct. 30 at Syracuse Nov. 20. at Temple Nov. 13 at Baylor Aug. 28 N.C. Stote* 
Nov. 20 at Woke Forest Nov. 13 West Virginia Nov. 26 Boston College Nov. 26 Nebrosko Sept. 4 Stonford 
Nov. 27 Georgia Nov. 20 at Notre Dame Sept. 4 Miomi (OH) Sept. 11 ot Ruigers 
Nov. 26 at Virginia Tech Sept. 11 TCU Sept. 18 Rice 
Sept. 4 East Carolina Sept. 18 at Duke Sept. 2  Indiano State Sept. 25 ot Baylor 
Sept. 4 at Temple Sept. 11 Miami (OH) Sept. 25 at Purdue Sept. 11 lowa Oct. 2  Kansos Stote 
Sept. 11 Western Carolina Aug. 29 vs. Ohio State* Sept. 18 at Maryland Oct. 2 Minnesota Sept. 18 at UNLV Oct. 9 Oklahoma# 
Sept. 18 West Virginia Sept. 4 Florida A&M Sept. 25 at Syracuse Oct. 9 atlndiona Sept. 25 Kansas State Oct. 23 Nebrosko 
Sept. 30 at Georgio Tech Sept. 18 Penn State Od. 2 Now Oct. 16 lowa Oct. 9 atNebraska Oct. 30° at lowa Stole 
Oct. 9 at Woke Forest Sept. 25 ot Eost Corolina Oct. 16 Rutgers Oct. 30 Wisconsin Oct. 16 at Missouri Nov. 6 at Okichome State 
Oct. 16 Clemson Oct. 9 at Florida State Oct. 23 Temple Nov. 6 at Michigan Oct. 23 Colorado Nov. 13. Texas Tech 
Oct. 23 North Carolina Oct. 16 Temple Oct. 30. ot Miami Nov. 13 Michigan State Oct. 30 Texos Nov. 26 at Texas A&M 
Oct. 30 Duke Oct. 23 at Boston College Nov. 6 Virginia Tech Nov. 20. ot Illinois Nov. 6 at Texas Tech *Black Coaches Association Classic 
Nov. 6 atN.C. State Oct. 30 West Virginia Nov. 13 at Boston College Nov. 13 Oklahoma §Dallas 
Nov, 13 at Florida State Nov. 6 at Pittsburgh Nov. 27 Pittsburgh Nov. 20 at Kansos 
Nov. 20 Virginia Nov. 13. at Virginia Tech Aug. 29 vs. Miami* 
Nov. 20 Rutgers Sept. 11 UCLA Sept. 4 at Lovisiono Tech* 
Nov. 27 Syracuse Sept. 18 Ohio Aug. 28 at Notre Dame* Sept. 18 Tulsa 
Sept. 4 Virginio *Kickoff Classic Sept. 25 Cincinnati Sep. 11 Cal Stote Northridge Sept. 25 Southern Mississippi 
Sept. 11 at Indiana Oct. 2 Wisconsin Sept. 18 ct Colorado Oct. 2 at Texas Tech 
Sept. 25 Florida Stote Sept. 4 Arkansas State Oct. 9 Purdue Sept. 25 San Diego State Oct. 9 Baylor 
Oct. 2 at Clemson Sept. 4 Bowling Green Sept. 11 San Diego State Oct. 16 atPenn State Oct. 2 SMU Oct. 16 Kansas 
Oct. 9 at Georgia Tech Sept. 1] at Penn Stote Sept. 18 at Louisville Oct. 23 at Minnescto Oct. 9 ot Kansas Stote Oct. 23 at Oklchoma 
Oct. 16 Houston Sept. 18 Kent Sept. 25  Michigen Stote Oct. 30 lowo Oct. 16 at Texas A&M Oct. 30 Oklahoma State 
Oct. 23 at Maryland Oct. 2 Temple Oct. 2 atindione Nov. 6 at Michigan State Oct. 23 Missouri Nov. 6 at Nebraska 
Oct. 30 Furman Oct, 7 Syracuse Oct. 16 Minnesota Nov. 13 illinois Oct, 30 Nebraske Nov. 13 at Missouri 
Nov. 6 Wake Forest Oct. 16 at Boston College Oct. 23 at Michigan Nov. 20 at Michigan Nov. 6 Baylor Nov. 26 Texas 
Nov. 11 at N.C. State* Oct. 23  atRuigers Oct, 30 Penn Stote *Kickolf Classic Nov. 13 at Oklahoma State *Shreveport, LA 
Nov. 20 Duke Oct. 30. Virginic Tech Nov. 6 atlowa Nov. 20  lowa State 


*Charlotte, NC *Eddie Robinson Classic 


Sept. 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct. 
Oct 
Nov. 
Nov 
Nov 


at Arizona State 
at SW Louisiana 
North Texas 
Texas A&M 

ot Oklahoma State 
Colorado 

at Baylor 

at Missouri 
lowa State 

at Texas 
Oklchome 


at Illinois 

at Mississippi 
at Memphis 
TCU 

Sam Houston State 
at Utah State 
Idaho 

at North Texas 
SW Louisiana 
ot Boise State 
Nevada 


ot UCLA 

Southern Utah 

at Hawaii 

New Mexico 

Utoh 

Eastern Washington 
at North Texas 
Nevada 

at Utah State 
Arkansas State 
New Mexico State 
at Idaho 


at Eastern Washington 
at Auburn 
Washington State 

at Wyoming 

North Texas 

at Arkansas Stote 
Utah State 

at New Mexico State 
at Neveda 

at Montana 

Boise State 


Oregon State 

at Colorado State 
ot Oregon 

Fresno State 
UNLV 

at New Mexico State 
ot Boise State 
North Texas 
Ideho 

at Arkansas State 
Utah State 


New Mexico Highlands 
at New Mexico 
at Arizone State 
ot UTEP 

at Colorado State 
Nevada 

at Army 

Idaho 

at Utah State 

ot Boise State 
North Texas 


UNLV 

at LSU 

ot Texas Tech 
at Baylor 

at Ideho 

Boise State 
Arkonsas State 
at Neveda 

at TCU 


at New Mexico State 


Nov, 27 Utah State 

Sept. 4 at Georgia 

Sept. 11 Stephen F. Austin 
Sept. 18 at Utoh 

Oct. 1 BYU 

Oct. 9 Arkansas State 
Oct. 16 at Kansas State 
Oct. 23 at Idaho 

Oct. 30 Boise State 

Nov. 6 New Mexico State 
Nov. 20 at Nevado 

Nov. 27 at North Texas 
Sept. 11 Wake Forest 
Sept. 18 at Tulane 

Sept. 25 Ball State 

Oct. 2 East Carolina 

Oct. 7 Louisville 

Oct. 16 at Southern Mississippi 
Oct, 23 New Mexico State 
Nov. 6 at Air Force 

Nov. 13 at Memphis 

Nov. 20 Houston 

Dec. 4 atNavy* 
*Philadelphia 

Sept. 4 Kent 

Sept. 1] Troy State 

Sept. 18 Wisconsin 

Sept. 25 at Ohio Stote 
Oct, 9 at Houston 

Oct. 16 UAB 

Oct. 23 at Southern Mississippi 
Oct. 30 Miami (OH) 

Nov. 6 Louisville 

Nov. 13 at East Carolina 
Nov. 20 Memphis 

Sept. 4 at West Virginia 
Sept. 11 Duke 

Sept. 18 at South Carolina 
Sept. 25 Miami (FL) 

Oct. 2 at Army 

Oct, 9 Southern Mississippi 
Oct. 23 Tulane 

Oct. 30 at Houston 

Nov. 6 at UAB 

Noy. 13. Cincinnati 

Nov. 20 N.C. State 

Sept. 4 Rice 

Sept. 11 ot Alabama 

Sept. 18 SW Lovisiana 
Sept. 25 ot UAB 

Oct. 9 Cincinnati 

Oct. 16 at North Carolina 
Oct, 23 at lovisville 

Oct. 30 East Carolina 
Nov, 6 Tulane 

Noy, 13° at SU 

Nov. 20 at Army 

Sept. 4 at Kentucky 

Sept. 11 UT-Chattancoga 
Sept. 18 Illinois 

Sept. 25 Oklahoma 

Oct. 2 Eastern Michigan 
Oct, 7 at Army 

Oct. 16 at Memphis 

Oct. 23 Houston 

Oct. 30 UAB 

Nov. 6 at Cincinnati 

Nov. 20 Southern Mississippi 
Sept. 4 Mississippi 

Sept. 11 ct Mississippi State 
Sept. 18 Arkansas State 
Sept. 25 at Tennessee 

Oct, 2 Missouri 

Oct. 9 atUAB 


Dec 


13 
20 
4 


Lovisville 
at Tulane 

Southern Mississippi 
Army 

at Cincinnati 


Tulane 

NW lovisiana 
at Nebraska 
at Texas A&M 
at East Carolina 
Army 
Cincinnati 

ct Aloboma 

at Memphis 
SW Lovisiana 
ot Louisville 


at Southern Mississippi 
SMU 

Army 

at Syracuse 

at Mississippi 
SW Lovisiona 
at East Carolina 
Memphis 

at Houston 

at Navy 

UAB 


at Missouri 

at Virginia Tech 
Houston 

NE Lovisiana 
Memphis 

at Cincinnati 
at Woke Forest 
at Louisville 
East Carolina 
lovisiona Tech 
at Tulane 


Purdue 

ot Florido 

ot Georgia Tech 
at Georgia 
Eastern Illinois 
Nicholls State 
lovisiana Tech 
Eastern Michigan 
at Auburn 

at Middle Tennessee Stote 
Bowling Green 


Georgia Tech 
at Kent 

Boston College 
ot Rice 

ot West Virginia 
Air Force 
Akron 

at Notre Dame 
ot Ruigers 
Tulane 

ot Hawaii 
Army* 


"Philadelphia 


Aug 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov 


28 
4 
i} 


13 
27 


at Florida State 

Texos A&M* 

Sam Houston State 

at Alabama 

at SW Lovisiona 
Middle Tennessee State 
at Central Florida 

at Toledo 

NE Lovisiona 

at UAB 

at Southern California 


*Shreveport, LA 


Sept. 4 
Sept. 1] 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 2 
Oc. 9 
Oct, 16 
Oct. 30 
Nov. 6 
Nov. 13 
Nov, 20 
Sept, 4 
Sept. 11 
Sept. 18 
Sept, 25 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 9 
Oct, 16 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 30 
Nov. 6 
Noy, 13 
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ot Mississippi State 
ot Arizona 
Wolford 

at SW Louisiana 
Troy State 

at Arkansas 

at Louisiana Tech 
at NE Lovisiona 
UT-Martin 
Central Florida 
East Tennessee 


Nicholls Stote 

ot Minnesota 

at Arkansas* 
Northwestern State 
ot UAB 

at Uich 

Wyoming 

at SW Lovisiana 
Middle Tennessee State 
at Lovisiana Tech 
at Tulsa 


“Little Rock, AR 


Aug. 28 Kansos* 

Sept. 4 at Michigan 

Sept. 11 ot Purdue 

Sept. 18 Michigan State 
Oct. 2 Oklahoma 

Oct. 9 Arizona State 

Oct. 16 Southern California 
Oct, 30 Navy 

Nov. 6 ot Tennessee 

Nov, 13 at Pittsburgh 

Nov. 20 Boston College 
Noy. 27 at Stonford 

"Eddie Robinson Classic 

Sept, 4 at Oklahoma Stote 
Sept. 11 Texas Tech 

Sept. 18 at Houston 

Sept. 25 Middle Tennessee State 
Oct. 2 Lovisiona Tech 
Oct. 9 at Washington State 
Oct, 16 at Tulane 

Oct. 23 NE Lovisiana 

Oct, 30 ot Arkansas State 
Nov. 13 at Southern Mississippi 
Noy. 20 Wolford College 
Sept. 4 at Penn Stote 

Sept, 11 at Buffalo 

Sept. 18 Temple 

Sept. 25 Eastern Michigan 
Oct, 2 atBall Stole 

Oct, 9 Ohio 

Oct. 16 Bowling Green 
Oct. 23 at Nav 

Oct. 30 Western Michigan 
Nov. 6 at Miami (OH) 
Nov. 13 Kent 

Sept. 4 at Indiana 

Sept. 11 ot Wisconsin 

Sept. 18 Toledo 

Sept, 25 at Army 

Oct. 2 Akron 

Oct. 9 at Northern Illinois 


at Western Michigan 
Ohio 

at Eastern Michigan 
at Bowling Green 
Central Michigan 


ot Pittsburgh 
Tennessee Tech 
at Marshall 

at Kent 

Toledo 

Miami {OH} 

at Akron 

at Ohio 

Central Michigan 
Ball State 

at Central Florida 


Akron 

ot Connecticut 

ct Ohio 

Northern Illinois 
Central Michigan 
ot Western Michigan 
Marshall 

at Kent 

Hofstra 

at Virginia 

at Miami (OH) 


Eastern Illinois 

at Syracuse 

at Purdue 

Miami (OH) 

at Western Michigan 
ot Buffalo 
Northern Illinois 
ot Bowling Green 
Toledo 

Eastern Michigan 
at Ball State 


at Michigan State 
at Miami (OH) 
Akron 

at Louisville 
Western Michigan 
Ohio 

at Toledo 

at Central Florida 
Ball State 

ot Central Michigan 
at Northern Iilinois 


ot Cincinnati 
Navy 

ot Pittsburgh 
Bowling Green 
at Ohio 

at Toledo 
Miami (OH) 

at Northern Illinois 
Buffalo 
Marshall 

at Akron 


ot Clemson 
liberty 
Bowling Green 
Temple 

at Miomi (OH) 
Toledo 


Sept 
Sept. 


at Buffalo 

Northern Illinois 

at Kent 

at Western Michigan 
Ohio 


at Northwestern 
at West Virginia 
Eastern Michigan 
at Central Michigan 
Marshall 

at Bowling Green 
at Kent 
Cincinnati 

Akron 

at Ohio 

Buttalo 


Western Illinois 

ot Vanderbilt 

ct lowa 

Western Michigan 
at Buffolo 

Boll Stote 

at Central Michigon 
Kent 

at Marshall 

at Toledo 

Eastern Michigan 


at Minnesota 
Northern lowa 
at Ohio State 
Bulfalo 

Kent 

at Akron 

at Eastern Michigan 
Bowling Green 
at Ball State 
Miami (OH) 

at Marshall 


Syracuse 

at Boll State 
Mossachusetts 

at Bowling Green 
Kent 

at Marshall 
Eastern Michigan 
Louisiana Tech 

ot Central Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Western Michigan 


at Florida 
Youngstown State 
at Missouri 

at Northern Illinois 
Central Michigan 
at Eastern Michigan 
Buffolo 

Ball Stote 

at Akron 

Marshall 

at Toledo 


Villanova 
at Washington 


Score some extra points. Ba 


Save up to 65% over 2-day services” 


= 


1 
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What’s Your Priority?’ <--4 


“Savings based on rates for Priority Mail™ starting at $3.20 for up to 2 Ibs. with 35¢ extra for Delivery Confirmation vs. 2-Ib. 
published rates for FedEx 2Day® from $7.50 to $11.00 and UPS 2nd Day Air® from $7.50 to $11.50. Priority Mail average 
delivery of 2-3 days. © 1999 United States Postal Service 
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Wyoming 

at San Diego Stote 
at Navy 

Utah 

at BYU 

Army 

UNLV 

at Colorado State 
ot New Mexico 


Washington 
Colorado State 
Virginia 

at Utah State 
Californic 

at New Mexico 
at UNLV 

Air Force 

at Son Diego State 
at Wyoming 
Utah 


at Colorado 
Nevada 

ot BYU 

New Mexico Stote 
at Fresno State 
Son Diego State 
at Wyoming 
Utah 

at New Mexico 
Air Force 

ot UNLV 


ot UTEP 

New Mexico State 
Northern Arizona 

at Boise State 

at San Diego Stote 
BYU 

UNLV 

Colorado State 

at Utah 

at Wyoming 

Air Force 


South Florida 

at Illinois 

at Southern California 
at Kansas 

Air Force 

New Mexico 

at Colorado State 
at Utah 

BYU 

ot UNLV 
Wyoming 


at North Texas 
ot Baylor 

lowa State 
Utah 

ot Neveda 

at Wyoming 
BYU 

at New Mexico 
at Air Force 
San Diego Stote 
Colorado State 


at Washington State 
Utah State 


Sept 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Now. 
Nov. 


28 

4 
VW 
18 
25 

9 
16 
23 
30 

6 
13 
27 


ot UNLV 

at Boise Stote 

NE Lovisione 

at Air Force 

San Diego State 
at Colorado State 
Wyoming 

New Mexico 

at BYU 


at Tennessee 
Weber State 

at Air Force 
Idaho 

UNLV 

at NE Louisiana 
Colorado State 
at Utah 

BYU 

New Mexico 

at San Diego State 


at Penn State* 

at TCU 

Middle Tennessee St 
Stanford 

ot Woshington State 
Southern Colifornia 
UTEP 

Oregon 

at UCLA 
Washington 

at Oregon State 

at Arizona State 


*Pigskin Classic 
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wn 


SaQasoaonaan 
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Texas Tech 

New Mexico State 
at California 
UCLA 

at Notre Dome 

at Washington 
Washington State 
at Oregon 


at Southern California 


Stanford 
Arizona 


Rutgers 

at Nebrasko 
Arizona State 

ot Washington State 
at BYU 

ot UCLA 
Washington 
Southern California 
ot Oregon State 
Oregon 

ot Stanford 


at Michigan State 
UTEP 

Nevado 

Southern California 
at Washington 

ot UCLA 

at Arizona 
Arizoneo Stote 
Washington State 
ot Colifornic 
Oregon Stcte 
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at Nevada 

Fresno State 
Georgia Southern 

at Southern California 
Woshington 

ot Stanford 

UCLA 

at Washington State 
California 

Arizona 

at Oregon 


ot Howoii 

San Diego State 
ot Oregon 
Oregon State 
ot Arizona 

at Notre Dame 
Stanford 

at Colifornia 
Arizone State 
ot Washington State 
UCLA 

Louisiana Tech 


ot Texas 
Washington State 
at Arizona 

UCLA 

Son Jose State 
Oregon State 

at Southern California 
at Washington 

at Arizona State 
California 

Notre Dame 


Boise State 

ct Ohio State 
Fresno State 

at Stonford 

ot Arizona Sicte 
Oregon 
Californic 

at Oregon State 
Arizona 
Washington 

at Southern California 


ot BYU 

Air Force 
Colorado 
Oregon 

at Oregon Stote 
Arizona Stol 

at California 
Stanford 

at Arizona 

ot UCL 


Washington Stote 


Utah 

at Stonford 

at Idcho 
Arizona 
California 

SW Lovisiana 
at Arizona State 
Oregon State 
ot Oregon 
Southern Colifornic 
ot Washington 
ot Howaii 


Sept. 4 at Vonderbilt 
Sept. 11 Houston* 

Sept. 18 Lovisiono Tech* 
Sept. 25 Arkansas 

Oct. 2 at Floride 

Oct. 16 ot Mississippi 
Oct. 23 Tennessee 

Oct. 30 Southern Miss 
Nov, 6 LSU 

Nov. 13 Mississippi Stote 
Nov. 20 ot Auburn 
“Birmingham, AL 


Sept. 4 at SMU 

Sept. 18 NE Lovisiana*® 
Sept. 25 at Alabama 

Oct. 2 at Kentucky 

Oct. 9 Middle Tennessee State 
Oct. 16 South Corolina* 
Oct. 30 Auburn 

Nov. 6 at Mississippi 
Nov. 13 Tennessee 

Nov. 20 Mississippi Sicte* 
Nov. 27 ot LSU 

“Little Rock, AR 


4 Appalachian State 
. 11 Ideho 

18 at SU 

25 Mississippi 

2 at Tennessee 

9 Mississippi Stote 
16 Florida 

30 ot Arkansas 

6 Central Florida 
13 at Georgia 

20 Alobome 


Sept. 4 Western Michigan 
Sept. 1] Central Florida 
Sept. 18 Tennessee 

Sept. 25 ot Kentucky 

Oct. 2 Alabama 

Oct. 9 at LSU 

Oct. 16 at Auburn 

Oct. 30 Georgio* 

Nov. 6 Vonderbilt 

Noy. 13 at South Carolina 
Nov. 20 Florida State 
*Jocksonville, FL 


Sept. 4 Utoh State 


Sept. 1] South Carolina 
Sept. 25 Central Florida 
Oct. 2 LSU 

Oct. 9 otTennessee 


Oct. 16 at Vanderbilt 
Oct. 23 Kentucky 

Oct. 30 Floride* 

Nov. 13 Auburn 

Nov. 20 at Mississippi 
Nov. 27 at Georgia Tech 


*Jocksonville, FL 


Sept. 4 Louisville 
1 


Connecticut 


ot Georgia 
4 at Mississippi State 
Nov. 13 ot Vanderbilt 


Tennessee 


Sept. 4 Son Jose State 
Sept. 1] North Texos 
Sept. 18 Auburn 

Oct. 2 at Georgia 


Florida 


Nov 


20 


25 


ot Mississippi State 
Mississippi 

at Alabama 
Houston 

Arkansas 


at Memphis 
Arkansas State 
Vanderbilt 

at Auburn 

at South Carolina 
Tulone 

Alabama 

of LSU 

Arkansas 
Georgia 

ot Mississippi State 


Middle Tennessee Stote 


Memphis 
Oklchoma State 
South Carolina 
at Vanderbilt 

at Auburn 

LSU 

Kentucky 

at Alabomo 

at Arkansas* 
Mississippi 


“Little Rock, AR 


Sept. 4 atN.C. State 
Sept. |1 at Georgia 
Sept. |8 East Carolina 
Sept. 25 at Mississippi Sicte 
Oct. 2 Mississippi 
Od. 9 Kentucky 
Oct. 16 at Arkansas* 
Oct. 23 Vonderbilt 
Oct. 30 at Tennessee 
Nov. 13 Florida 
Nov. 20 Clemson 
*Little Rock, AR 
Sept. 4 Wyoming 
Sept. 18 ot Florida 
Sept. 25 Memphis 
Oct. 2 Auburn 
Oct. 9 Georgia 
Oct. 23 Alabama 
Oct. 30 South Carolina 
Nov. 6 Notre Dame 
Nov. 13. at Arkansos 
Nov. 20 at Kentucky 
Nov. 27 Vanderbilt 
Sept. 4 Aloboma 
Sept. 1] Northern Illinois 
Sept. 18 of Mississippi 
Sept. 25 at Duke 
Oct, 2 Mississippi State 
Oct. 9 The Citadel 
Oct. 16 Georgio 

#. 23 at South Carolina 
Nov, 6 at Florida 
Nov. 13 Kentucky 
Nov. 27 ot Tennessee 
Sept. 4 Portland State 
Sept. 11 at Oregon State 
Sept. 18 ot UCLA 
Sept. 25 at Nevada 
Oct. 2 TCU 
Oct. 9 Colorado State 
Oct. 16 ot SMU 
Oct. 23 UTEP 
Oct. 30 at Tulsa 
Nov. 5 Rice 
Nov. 13 of Hawaii 
Nov. 29 San Jose State 
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Southern California 
Eostern lilinois 
Boise State 

at SMU 

UTEP 

Rice 

at Tulsa 

TCU 

ct San Jose State 
Fresno State 
Navy 
Washington State 


at Houston 

at Michigan 
at Texas 
Navy 

ot Tulsa 

at Hawaii 
Son Jose State 
Tcu 

at SMU 

at Fresno State 
UTEP 


ot LSU 

at Colorado 
Saint Mary's 
Tulsa 

at Stanford 
at TCU 

at Rice 

SMU 

at UTEP 
Hawaii 

ot Fresno State 


Arkansas 

at Tulane 
Howoii 

at Kansas 

ot UTEP 

Fresno State 

ot San Jose State 
Rice 

at TCU 

Cal Stote-Northridge 
at Tulsa 


Arizona 

at Northwestern 
at Arkansas State 
at Fresno State 
San Jose Stote 
Tulsa 

ot Rice 

ot Hawaii 

SMU 

North Texas 
UTEP 


SW Missouri State 
at Oklahoma State 
at Texas A&M 

at Son Jose State 
Rice 

at TCU 

Hawaii 

Fresno Stote 

ot UTEP 

NE Louisiana 
SMU 


New Mexico 
at Oregon 

ot Kansas State 
New Mexico State 
ot Howaii 
SMU 

ot Arizona 

ot Fresno Stcte 
San Jose State 
Tulso 

at Rice 

at TCU 
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Do one thing. Doit well™ 


NATIONAL RECRUITING 


By Allen Wallace 
SuperPrep 


Talk about momentum. 

The Longhorns won seven of their last eight regular-season 
games, rolled to victory in the Cotton Bowl, had the Heisman 
Trophy winner in Ricky Williams ... and then signed 28 of the 
best players in America. 

The haul included the USA Today Offensive and Defen- 
sive Players of the Year (quarterback Chris Simms and line- 
backer/defensive end Cory Redding). 

Fifteen of this year’s signees are SuperPrep All-Americans, 
and four (Simms, Redding, wide receiver Bo Scaife and offen- 
sive lineman Alfio Randall) were named to SuperPrep’s 
National Top 50 team. Moreover, Mack Brown did what he 
said he'd do — keep those Texas boys at home. 

Four players from Brown's booty — Randall, offensive 
lineman Derrick Dockery, running back Ivan Williams 
and defensive back Monti Collier — were ranked among the 
top 15 players in Texas by SuperPrep. 

Brown also moved into Colorado and picked plums such 
as Scaife and linemen Ryan Haywood and Tillman Hol- 
loway. Placekicker/punter Shane Hudnall and defensive 
end Cole Pittman are excellent prospects who were able to 
enroll for spring ball. 

Of the 35 prospects who officially visited the Austin cam- 
pus, an amazing 28 signed. That's called knowing your targets 
— and getting what you want. 


Seventeen of John Cooper's signees are from Ohio, most 
notably running back Kelton Lindsay, defensive backs Curtis 
Crosby, Richard McNutt and Mike Doss, linebacker Matt 
Wilheln and defensive lineman Tim Anderson. 

He also found green pastures when he ventured outside of 
the state. Cooper went to Florida to pluck Bryce Bishop (6-5, 
310), ranked by SuperPrep as the nation’s seventh-best offen- 
sive lineman. 

The Buckeyes weren't afraid to get into a tussle over the 
top recruits, coming from behind to win the services of wide 
receiver Maurice Harris, who also considered Tennessee 
and Miami. Ohio State also trailed for much of the time on in- 
state quarterback Scott McMullen before he decided to join 
All-American quarterback Craig Krenzel in Columbus. They 
combined to throw for 80 touchdowns in high school. 

Kicker/punter B.J. Sander has the leg to win a few 
close ones, and has a 60-yard field goal to his credit — just 
another potential edge in an exceptional class. 


This is the Alabama's best recruiting effort since Super- 
Prep began publishing in 1985. And while coach Mike DuBose 
deserves kudos, a large part of the credit also goes to Ronnie 
Cottrell, the former recruiting whiz at Florida State. 

Cottrell, in his first full recruiting cycle with the Tide, lured 
several Floridians to Tuscaloosa, including six of SuperPrep's top 
70 prospects in the state. With talent like that, the Crimson Tide 
looks like it is aiming for another national title ... and this group 
of signees could play a large part in getting Alabama there. 


1999 


Three players (linebacker Saleem Rasheed, defensive 
lineman David Paine and wide receiver Antonio Carter) 
are SuperPrep National Top 50 team members. Look for 
Rasheed to play the first game of the season. 

But the best part of the class is the defensive line. Not only 
did DuBose sign Paine, an awesome pass rusher who had 42 
sacks as a senior, but he also landed 6-4, 270-pound Kenny 
King, who runs a 4.8 forty. Floridian Gerard Clark might 
not qualify immediately but has NF L-type ability. 

Defensive back is another particularly strong area for this 
group. San Francisco City College cornerback Milo Lewis 
enrolled during the spring and could land a starting spot in time 
for the opener. 


Michigan is never far from the top of the recruiting rank- 
ings — in fact, the Wolverines’ worst SuperPrep rating in the 
1990s was seventh in 1995 and ‘96 — so this is a typically 
outstanding effort. 

This class has quality all over the field. Running back, 
defensive back, offensive linemen and quarterbacks can all be 
considered strengths, as can receiver, where the Wolverines 
picked up two SuperPrep All-Americans — Tyrece Butler and 
Ronald Bellamy. And, the linebackers aren‘t bad, either. 

After signing only one offensive lineman in 1998, Michi- 
gan loaded up with four — Demetrius Solomon, Tony 
Pape, Courtney Morgan and Andy Brown. The eventual 
beneficiary of all that blocking could be running back Brent 
Cummings, a SuperPrep National Top 50 choice. 

At quarterback, John Navarre de-committed from 
Northwestern to give the Wolverines two All-American signal- 
callers, along with Andy Mignery. Even the supposed weak- 
ness of this class — defensive line — isn’t bad; not when 
All-American Norman Boebert is the headliner. 


| wD q is a _ POSAEVE : a 

Rival Texas got all the glory for signing the consensus No. 
1 class, but it would be a big mistake to overlook R.C. Slocum’s 
terrific effort. His class includes several players who would even 
make the Longhorns jealous. 

In fact, the Aggies signed four of Texas’ top eight 
prospects: quarterback Colby Freeman (SP’s Southwest 
Offensive Player of the Year), defensive back Sam Davis (a 
big loss for Michigan), linebacker Jason Frederick and 
defensive lineman Ty Warren. 

Just as important, the Aggies are developing a recruiting 
pipeline into California and they struck gold with three from the 
West Coast, including All-American running back Joe Weber. 

A six-man group of linebackers and possible immediate 
help in junior college defensive back Reggie Waddell are 
more reasons to pay attention to this 28-player class. 


a ucia 


Bob Toledo showed that his top-ranked 1998 class was 
no fluke, following it up with the best class in the West. 

The Bruins signed four from the SuperPrep National Top 50 
team: tight end Michael Seidman, otlensive lineman Bryce 
Bolander, quarterback J.P. Losman and linebacker Marcus 
Reese (also SuperPrep’s Far West Defensive Player of the Year). 

Toledo went for versatility and signed 20 prospects, even 
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201 END OF OVER 15 PRIZES EACH 
SEASON PRIZES S MONTH 
(total points for season) Ist $300 2nd $250 
Grand Prize $10,000 9 3rd $200 4th $150 
Second place $5,000 IN PRIZES 5th $100 6th-15th $50 
Third place $2,000 — = (for points each month, not 
Fourth place $1,500 oss FAN, 7, accumulated for season) 
Fifth place $1,000 . 4@. Players dropped may 


2 $ 


be re-acquired. Enter as 


6th-10th $500 


11th-15th $300 ) often as you wish. 
16th-25th $200 ty << Photocopies accepted. 
26th-50th $100 “4 rr pr 


51st-100th $50 
101st-200th $20 gift 261 TOTAL PRIZES * OVER $545,000 PAID SINCE 1993 
certificate All prize money guaranteed * Not dependant on entries received * Standings and 

Last place $200 stats will be posted on our Web site * New! 16 free trades, 6 trading periods ¢ 
www.sportsdrafts.com Includes four personal reports, one each month ¢ We also offer baseball, golf, basket- 
ball, playoff World Series and playoff Super Bowl ¢ Great discounts once a member. 
Reports will include your player points, total team score and ranking, plus a list of all winners. Monthly prizes will be paid out the 
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Circle one from each of the 16 groups. Points are figured from 1998 statistics. 


Group 1 QB 
1 C Chandler D Levens fl T Brown 5 
2  RCunningham Min 369.6 26 B Sanders Det 239.1 50 C Carter Min 251.0 
3 BFavre GB 375.9 27 E Smith Dal 267.5 51 J Galloway Sea 244.8 
4 P Manning Ind 314.8 28 RSmith Min 223.8 52 T Mathis Ad 245.0 
5 V Testaverde NYJ 316.5 29 D Stanley Phi 247.7 53 J Rice SF 255.7 
6 S Young SF 472.2 R Watters J Smith 2 


ID Group 2 QB ID Group 6 RB Pts ID 
7 DBledsoe ‘ 31 J Bettis i z W Chrebet 
8 MBrunell Jax 245.6 32 C Dillon Cin 188.4 R Ismail 
9 JElway Den 262.0 33° W Dunn TB 193.0 57 OJ McDuffie 
10 D Marino Mia 277.5 34 E George Ten 235.4 E McCaffrey J Hall NYJ 120.0 
IL S MeNair Ten 300.2 35 P Holmes Bal 216.8 59 F Sanders 
12 J Plummer Ariz 283.2 36° =A Murrell c Ari ‘ Y Thigpen 
ID Group 7RB Pts 

3 T Aikman 37 Abdul-Jabbar i . T Glenn 
14 C Batch Det 184.1 38 M Alstott TB 180.8 2 M Irvin 
15 T Dilfer TB 266.9 39 ~G Brown NYG 152.9 3  K McCardell 


40 N Kaufman Oak 148.2 H Moore 
41 N Means SD 142.9 5 M Muhammad 


16D Flutie Buf 261.0 
17 B Johnson Was 734 
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A Smith 66. 66 C Pickens 
A Freeman D Alexander 
i 7 44 K Johnson NYJ 268.1 68 BEngram Chi 195.0 
21 M Faulk Ind 368.7 45 R Moss Min 304.7 69 R Moore Ariz 195.2 
22 G Hearst SF 305.5 46 E Moulds Buf 259.8 70 J Morton Det 184.9 Jacksonville é 
23 C Martin NYJ 262.1 47 T Owens SF 274.0 71 SSharpe Den 200.8 New England 271.0 
24 «~F Taylor Jax 291.2 R Smith JJ Stokes New York Jets 283.0 


Sports Fanatics Player Drafts is a registered trade name. Void where prohibited. Not affiliated with the National Football League. Entrants must be 18 years or older to participate. 
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filling spots where there wasn’t an obvious need. Fabulous tail- 
back DeShaun Foster is only a sophomore, but the Bruins 
signed Akil Harris, who de-committed from Colorado after 
Rick Neuheisel’s departure. 

The Bruins weren't really in need of defensive linemen, 
either, after last year’s haul, but Toledo still managed to bring 
in superior tackles Rodney Leisle and Steven Sanchez and 
prime end prospects David and Matt Ball. 

In the recent UCLA tradition of tall, rangy receivers, 
Toledo brought in SuperPrep All-American Jerry Owens (6-4, 
180) and Texan Ryan Smith (6-3, 210). 


a 


Needing help in the defensive front seven, Florida put 
together what looks like the nation’s finest group of linebackers. 
The Gators stayed in-state for Byron Hardmon, Mike Nat- 
tiel and Tron LaFavor, but also signed Virginia's Matt Far- 
rior and Lovisiana’s Roderick Royal. 

Combine those signees with a fantastic group of defensive 
linemen (including SuperPrep All-Americans Clint Mitchell 
and Tony Charles}, throw in the nation’s top cornerback in 
Lito Sheppard ... and the Gators have the makings of a 
great defense. 

But with Steve Spurrrier in charge, the Gators also helped 
themselves in the passing game. All-America quarterback Rex 
Grossman signed on, as did Elgin Hicks, rated as Super- 
Prep's sixth-best receiver. In the last two years, Hicks caught 51 
touchdowns and had 3,207 receiving yards. 

Overall, the Gators signed 12 of SuperPrep's top 50 
prospects from Florida. 


BM notre Dame 


Although this is a very talented group of 21 players — 14 
are SuperPrep All-Americans — it will always be known as the 
class C.J. Leak left behind. He seemed ready to sign with the 
Irish, but stunned the recruiting world when he opted for Wake 
Forest, leaving Bob Davie without a quarterback in this class — 
and Davie needed one. 

Otherwise, Davie was very successful, in particular on the 
offensive line. It's an amazing group that frolieles Jeff Faine, 
Sean Milligan, Ryan Gillis, Neal Ambron and Curtis 
Brennan. On defense, watch for defensive backs Albert 
Poree (a Miami de-commit) and Gerome Sapp to help re- 
establish Notre Dame in the secondary. 

Jamaar Taylor should bring improvement and much 
needed speed to the receiving corps. And no school in the 
country outrecruited ND in the kicking game with Nick Setta 
and Joey Hildbold. 


9 | LSU 


The Tigers got off to a quick start, and then made a late 
charge with two in-state linebackers — Bradie James and 
Treverance Faulk. Those two, along with tight end Eric 
Edwards, led LSU’s home state effort, which netted 10 of 
Louisiana's top 15 prospects. 

There is superior help in the secondary with Demetrius 
Hookfin, Norman LeJeune and SuperPrep junior college 
top 100 pick Prentis Jenkins. Hookfin could also become a 
special punt returner for the Tigers. LeJeune is a good example 
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of the fantastic speed player who now comes to Baton Rouge. 
There is some excellent bulk here as well: Mississippi's Wal- 
ter Young (6-4, 290) was ranked by SuperPrep as the nation’s 
1 4th-best defensive lineman and offensive lineman Rodney Reed 
led West Monroe High to the Class 5A state title. 
Most important is a 1994 signee who finally enrolled at 
LSU — quarterback Josh Booty. He is a Tiger after a failed 
major-league baseball career with the Florida Marlins, and a 
key addition to a team searching for a new quarterback. 
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No program in the country recruited better receivers and 
that says something about the arawing power of sophomore 
quarterback Quincy Carter. 

Reggie Brown was ranked by SuperPrep as the 
nation’s 1Oth-best overall prospect. Durrell Robingon 
spurned national champ Tennessee, and Michael Johnson 
and Damien Gary are All-Americans. Carter will also have 
two new tight end targets, both SuperPrep All-Americans — 
Jason Rader and Robert Brannon. 

When Georgia isn’t lighting it up through the air, the Bull- 
dogs can have Carter hand off to Bruce Thornton, ranked by 
SuperPrep as the nation’s 1 5th-best runner. Thornton rushed for 
4,541 yards, and is also an incredible special teams prospect 
who had 932 return yards and 12 blocked kicks. 

What good is all that skill without the blockers? The Bull- 
dogs came ihrauak with two elite offensive line prospects — 
Alex Jackson and Kevin Breedlove. 


The swagger, the speed, the national championships. The 
‘Canes are nearly all the way back. Butch Davis Ee resur- 
rected the program by building skillfully and patiently, and this 
class could take Miami back to its previous lofty level. 

Davis pulled in real star quality with Jason Geathers, 
rated the No. 1 running back in the nation (though he will prob- 
ably play wideout for the ‘Canes), wide receiver Andre John- 
son ind offensive lineman Vernon Carey, all SuperPrep 
National Top 50 choices. The only schools to sign more Top 50 
players are Texas, UCLA and Florida State. 

Miami's success wasn’t limited to the high schools. One of 
the best junior college offensive linemen to come along in years 
is Lackawanna’s Bryant McKinnie, who, along with Orange 
Coast tight end Ivan Mercer, should give the ‘Canes immedi- 
ate help. 

Miami has done well with California quarterbacks — 
Gino Torretta and Scott Covington, for example — and went 
west again for Ken Dorsey (4,968 yards and 52 scores). 

All-America defensive back Maurice Sikes, runnin 
back Jarrett Payton and super speedster Tory Mitchell 
bring speed and versatility to the Hurricanes ... some of the 
qualities that once made them a national power. 


Georgia 
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Fresh off a national title, the Vols were on their way to 
being recruiting champs as well, but then quarterback Chris 
Simms de-committed to Texas, starting a string of late news 
near signing day. Tennessee also lost prospects to Alabama 
(running back Santonio Beard), Georgia (wide receiver Durrell 
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Robinson) and South Carolina (running back Derek Watson). 

But there was plenty of good news to go around. 

The defensive line signees are remarkable. Charles 
Roberson, Albert Haynesworth, Terriea Smalls, Con- 
stantin Ritzman and Chavis Smith are each SuperPrep All- 
Americans. Since SuperPrep began publishing in 1985, no 
school had ever signed five All-American defensive linemen. 

Despite some big-name losses on the offensive side, Phillip 
Fulmer made out just fine there, too. Tennessee still signed quar- 
terback A.J. Suggs, an All-American who was able to enroll 
early and go through spring ball. And the Vols went to Califor- 
nia for Onterrio Smith, a superb runner with 3,154 yards 
and 53 touchdowns as a senior. 


43 | North Carolina 


This class is top heavy with superb athletes and includes 
two members of the SuperPrep National Top 50 team — run- 
ning back Daniel Davis and defensive back Michael Wad- 
dell, the SuperPrep Mid-Atlantic Defensive Player of the Year. 

Davis rushed for 7,080 yards and 103 touchdowns in his 
career. Waddell waffled between North Carolina and Florida 
State, but the Tar Heels finally prevailed in what was one of the 
best battles of the recruiting season. He was worth fighting over; 
Waddell is one of the fastest defensive backs in the country. 

Other top athletes in this class include defensive back 
Dexter Reid, who played quarterback as a senior and had 
almost 1,400 yards in total offense. Receivers Sam Aiken 
and Jamal Jones are both All-Americans. Aiken also inter- 
cepted six passes as a senior. 

One who got away: running back Nick Maddox, who 
signed with the Seminoles. 
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The Trojans need to replace Chris Claiborne, and if any 
newcomer can do it, it would figure to be the nation’s No. 1 
junior college linebacker, Markus Steele. Recruiting well to 
its needs, USC also picked up offensive line help with All-Ameri- 
cans Nate Steinbacher and Lenny Vandermade, as well 
as Luke MacKay, Eric Torres and Norm Katnick. 

But the jewel of the class is Bernard Riley, a National 
Top 50 pick and the best defensive tackle in the west. Paul 
Hackett also picked up excellent skill players in defensive back 
Darrell Rideaux (another SuperPrep National Top 50 pick), 
and receivers Marcell Allmond and Kareem Kelly. 

Keep an eye on defensive back Troy Polamalu from 
Oregon. Although Polamalu only played two games as a senior 
due to injuries, he could be a surprise. 

But USC didn’t get everything it wanted, striking out at 
running back when Joe Weber opted for Texas A&M. 


The only thing keeping this class down in the rankings is 
the quantity, but FSU sure hit a home run with quality, finishing 
as fast as any team in the nation. Bobby Bowden closed out 
with signatures from SuperPrep's 1999 Player of the Year, 
Anquan Boldin, and the fantastic running back from North 
Carolina, Nick Maddox. 

With only 13 signees, the ‘Noles star-studded class is at a 
rankings disadvantage with other schools, but if it was ranked 
only on how it filled needs, FSU certainly had a top-five effort. 


86 Lnvy’s Fooreau ANNUALS 


NATIONAL RECRUITING 


The Seminoles grabbed four of SuperPrep’s top 50 — 
Boldin, Maddox, defensive end Darnell Dockett and defen- 
sive lineman Jeffrey Womble. Additionally, Kendyll Pope 
was ranked as the nation’s sixth-best linebacker and Fabian 
Walker nailed the No. 8 spot among quarterbacks. 

As usual, Bowden worked Texas hard and has superior 
esi backs Brandon Ward and Rufus Brown to show 
or it. 


16 Georgia Tech 


Georgia Tech brought in superior athletes at every posi- 
tion, except tight end. 

All-American running back Mike Kitchen, who gained 
1,410 yards and 14 touchdowns on 225 carries, has been 
described by his high school coach, Tom Jordan, as “by far 
the best running back | have seen in high school in 23 years 
of coaching.” 

Running backs Jermaine Hatch from Louisiana and 
Sidney Ford from Georgia are also promising. Receiver 
Anthony Lawston (6-4, 215), another All-America, is a phe- 
nomenal all-around athlete. 

On defense, here’s two to watch: defensive back Cory 
Collins, who had over 70 tackles and five interceptions and 
and rushed for 1,080 yards and 16 touchdowns; and linebacker 
Ricardo Wimbush, a terrific hitter from Blakely, Ga. He was 
heavily targeted by Florida State and the Seminoles aren't used 
to going hard after linebackers and losing those battles. 


Nebraska has become one of the leading examples of 
programs that use their summer camps to their advantage, and 
this year’s class is a prime example. Of the 22 players who 
signed with the Cornhuskers, 15 attended their camp. 

Nine All-Americans signed on for Frank Solich, led by just 
the type of athletic quarterback Nebraska needs — Carl 
Crawford from Texas. If Crawford doesn’t live up to expecta- 
tions, New Jersey's Jammal Lord will do just fine. 

The offensive line recruits are typically huge, led by 
Daniel Waldrop (6-5, 320) and Toniu Fonoti (6-4, 300). 
Canadian defensive lineman Patrick Kabongo (6-6, 315) 
gives Solich some real talent on the other side of the trenches. 

It's a class that doesn’t have as many top-end superstars 
as some big-time programs, but that’s not unusual for 
Nebraska, which knows what it wants and usually gets it. This 
effort was no exception. 


LE} Boston College 


One of the surprises of the recruiting season, Boston 
College made a drastic improvement over the previous two 
years, when it was ranked No. 41 in 1998, and out of the 
top 50 in 1997. 

The first sign that this was going to be a memorable effort 
came when National Top 50 running back William Green 
committed to the Eagles over North Carolina, Penn State, Wis- 
consin and Ohio State. The buzz was that Green would never 
honor that commitment, but he never wavered. 

Eight All-Americans signed on, including four offensive 
linemen to block for Green: Augie Hoffman, Jim Connor, 
Frank Wilpert and Keith Leavitt. But the Eagles’ best line 
prospect might be defender Tom Martin, ranked by Super- 
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Prep as the fourth best prospect in New Jersey. 

Fullback J. P. Comella committed to Syracuse on Aug. 18, 
but the Eagles hung in there and got a commitment out of Comella 
late in the game to give them another SuperPrep All-American. 


Before the season started, quarterback Kyle Boller was 
just a nice little prospect who had a couple of scholarship 
offers, despite not even starting as a junior. By the end of the 
season, he was at the top of everyone’s wish list. 

Boller passed for 4,838 yards as a senior and turned down 
Oregon for Cal, a team with a quarterback vacancy and unproven 
backups, giving Boller a shot to make an immediate impact. 

To protect him, Cal brought in eight offensive linemen, seven 
of whom received SuperPrep postseason All-Regional honors. The 
Bears didn’t sign any receivers to go with Boller, but they should 
be fine, because that was a strength of the 1998 class. 

Two fantastic defensive backs are also headed to Berke- 
ley. Atari Callen and Nnamdi Asomugha. Asomugha is 
defense all the way, while Callen also was courted by several 
powers for his offensive skills. 


but liked the north-of-the-border talent so much that the Cardinal 
brought home two fine prospects — running back Kerry 
Carter and defensive end Louis Hobson. Carter was rated 
as the 22nd-best prospect by SuperPrep. 

Including Carter, five SuperPrep AL Amteds signed to play 
for Stanford: quarterback Chris Lewis, wide receiver Luke 
Powell, and tight ends Brett Pierce and Darin Naatjes. 

Powell is only 5-8 and 165 pounds, but was in high 
demand. He turned down Ohio State, Tennessee, Florida and 
Kentucky. Lewis threw for 8,616 career yards at powerhouse 
Long Beach Poly and figures to be well complemented in the 
backfield by Carter ac Tuan Faust, who missed his senior year 
with a knee injury but shows explosiveness and versatility. 

Stanford is limited by high academic requirements, but 
those same standards allow it to be a national recruiting 
school. Stanford drew recruits from a diverse area. Only two of 
the signees, Lewis and Mike Sullivan, are from California. 


Paul Pasqualoni focused on offensive linemen and line- 
backers, signing 12 prospects to fill those positions. 

Syracuse went to Texas for SuperPrep All-America offen- 
sive lineman Trey Mathis and for in-state linebacker Clifton 
Smith. Another fine defender is Idris Price, ranked by Super- 
Prep as the third-best junior college linebacker in the nation. 

Syracuse lost out on four high-profile quarterbacks — 
Latrez Harrison (Maryland), C.J. Leak (Wake Forest), Willie 
Simmons (Clemson) and Rod Rutherford (Pittsburgh) — but 
might be just fine with R.J. Anderson from Connecticut. 


zg Virginia 
Although Virginia Tech got the better of the Cavaliers in- 


state, George Welsh did nab versatile quarterback Bryson 
Spinner and made a splash outside the state with another 
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quarterback — Matt Schaub from Pennsylvania. Each was 
rated among the top 20 quarterback prospects in the nation. 

The Cavaliers also got running back/defensive back Art 
Thomas from Pennsylvania. He picked Virginia over Ohio 
State. Welsh also added All-American line recruits in Colin 
McWeeny (a Syracuse de-commit) and Ben Carber. 

Outside of the quarterback position, the real strength of 
this class is its depth. Twelve signees are all-regional picks, 
including highly recruited prospects such as New York defen- 
sive lineman Micah Kimball and California wide receiver 
Sharif Rosales-Webb. 


23 | Michigan State 


The class begins with T.J. Duckett, the nation’s No. 1 
linebacker and arguably the best defender in the land. At 6-2, 
255 pounds, Duckett could also be a Jerome Bettis-type rusher. 
He had Florida State in the lead in November and December, 
but Nick Saban prevailed, keeping Kalamazoo’s finest within 
the state borders. 

This 26-player class contains much more than Duckett. 
Offensive linemen Brian Ottney and Joseph Patrick are 
both SuperPrep All-Americans, and another, DeMarco Mon- 
roe, was also rated highly. 

The Spartans also helped themselves along the defensive 
line with preps Kyle Rasmussen, Ellington Wills 
and Derek GHeletea| as well as junior college transfer 
Jabari Hendricks. If they can’t make the tackle, Duckett will 
be waiting. 


24 | Clemson 


Tommy Bowden’s first effort for Clemson was a good one, 
especially at home. Expect some fierce battles every year with 
South Carolina's Lou Holtz. 

Six of the top 15 prospects in South Carolina signed with 
the Tigers, including two SuperPrep All-Americans: defensive 
back Brian Mance and running back Bernard Rambert. 
Rambert will have plenty of competition from Louisiana’s Chad 
Jasmin, who rushed for 2,016 yards and 33 touchdowns as 
a senior. 

Three signees came from Florida, including quarterback 
Willie Simmons. This is why he has Clemson fans buzzing: He 
passed for 6,097 career yards and an astounding 96 touch- 
downs, and he rushed for 510 yards and eight TDs as a senior. 


Arkansas quickly became a player on the national recruit- 
ing scene, thanks to Houston Nutt and his up-front and unpreten- 
tious nature. 

Arkansas totally dominated in-state recruiting, signing 
SuperPrep’s top eight prospects in the state. Running back 
Cedric Cobbs and quarterback Gary Brashears, both Super- 
Prep National Top 50 choices, stood firm with the Razorbacks 
despite strong efforts from other high profile programs. 

More offensive firepower comes from Texas running back 
Fred Talley and wide receiver Eddie “Boo” Williams, a 
member of the SuperPrep junior college top 100. Seven offen- 
sive linemen signed on, which must make Cobbs very happy. 


National and regional rankings will vary due to 
differing expert opinions. 
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Jason Radar 65 235 St. Albans, WV Georgio 
Bo Scaife 6-4 220 Denver-Mullen, CO Texas 
Mike Sledman 65 235 Westlake Village. CA UCLA 
Derek Smith 66 240 Ft. Thomas-Highlands, KY Kentucky 
Neal Ambron 67 270 Littleton, CO Notre Dame 
Bryce Bishop 6&5 305 Miami-Killian, FL Ohio State 
Kevin Breedlove 6-5 300 Central-Daniel, SC Georgia 
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Vernon Carey 6&5 315 Miami-Northwestern, FL Miami 
Gary Broshears_6-5_210_Claricsville, AR Arkansas Adrien Clarke 65 310 Shaker Heights, OH Ohio State 
Anquan Boldin 6-1 195 Pahokee, FL Florida State Rob Droege 6&7 270 St. Louis-Lindbergh, MO Riescut 
Shaun Coleman 6-4 205 Aurora-Regis Jesuit, CO Nebraska Jeff Foine ANSI SaRRd Gorrknole TL: Nowe Dame 
Colby Freeman 6-3. 210 Brownwood, TX Texas A&M . 
Aaron Hodges 65 275 Olympia Fields-Rich Cen., IL Ilinols 
Matt Kegel 64 195 Havre, MT Washington State 
C.J. Leak 6-4 212 Chartlotte-Independence.NC __ Wake Forest Shane Lehmenn_6-§ _270_ Corona. CA UCIA 
Chris Lewis 6-4 205 Long Beach-Poly, CA Stanford Sean Milligan 65 285 Norcross, GA Notre Dame 
iipiliceman 6-3 185 Venice, CA UCLA Tony Pape 6-7 300 Darien-Hinsdale South, IL Michigan 
Chris Massey 6-1 198 Spiro, OK ale Se Alan Rueber 6-7 265 Plano, TX Texas A&M 
Christian Morton 6-2 175. St. Louls-Riverview Gardens, MO _ Illinois Disolomon S-7 280 = Bint Northem: Mi Michigan 
John Navarre 66 220 Cudahy, WI Michigan 
Rod Rutherford 6-3 195 Pittsburgh-Perry, PA Pittsburgh (eT 
Willie Simmons 6-2 185 Quincy-Shanks, FL Clemson 
Chris Sirnmns 6-5 215 Franklin Lakes-Ramapo, NJ Texas Tim Anderson _6-4_280_Clyde, OH Ohio State 
Fabian Walker 62 200 Americus. GA Florida State Darnell Dockett 6-5 260 Burtonsville-Paint Branch, MD Florida State 
A. Haynesworth 66 310 Hartsville. SC Tennessee 
Cedric Hilliard 63 300 Arlington-Lamar, TX Notre Dame 
Ee ee Se Se CKenny King 64 275 Daphne. AL Alabama 
Paul Arnold 60 200 Seattle-Kennedy, WA Washington Jesse Mayfield 65 250 Indianapolis-Ben Davis, IN Wisconsin 
Cedric Cobbs 6-1 215._ Little Rock-Fair, AR Arkansas Demarco McNeil 6-2 300. Prichard-Blount, AL Aubum 
Dan Davis 60 210 Stafford-Brook Point, VA North Carolina Tim Olmstead 6-5 _ 250 _Kankakee-Bishop McNamara, IL__ Purdue 
Josh Davis 5-11 185 Loveland, CO Nebraska David Paine 67 255 Memphis-Melrose, TN Alabama 
William Green 62-220 Absecon-Holy Spirit, NJ Boston College Cole Pittman 65 258 Shreveport-£.C., LA Texas 
Julius Jones 6-0 190 Big Stone Gap-Powell Valley, VA Notre Dame Bernard Riley 63 305 Los Alamitos, CA USC 
Brian Lewis 5-9 190 Maryland Heights-Pattonville, MO_ Indiana Ty Warren 65 281 _ Bryan, TX Texas A&M 
Nick Maddox 60 195 Kannapolis-Brown, NC Florida State Jeff Womble 63 300 Dunwoody. GA Florida State 
Jamar Mozee 5-11 207 Blue Springs, MO Oklahoma 
Thomas Tapeh 60 210 St. Paul-Johnson, MN Minnesota 
Broce Thonion:_6-1F 16! La@renae, GA Geataa er Se ee oe eee 
Bobby Wade 60 180 Phoenix-Desert Vista, AZ Arizona T.J. Duckett 63 240 Kalamazoo-Norrix, Mi Michigan State 
Dontae Walker 5-10 200 Clinton, MS Mississippi State Matt Farrior 63 215 Ettrick-Matoaca, VA Florida 
Joe Weber 60 225 San Bernardino-Pacific, CA Texas A&M Treverance Faulk 6-3 220 LaFayette, LA LSU 
Ivan Williams 6-3 216 Cleveland, TX Texas Bradie James 63 225 West Monroe, LA LSU 
Chris Yura 60 190 Morgantown, WV Notre Dame Phil Macklin 62 225 Maywood-Proviso East, IL Ihinois 
Kendyll Pope 62 210 Lake City-Columbia, FL Florida State 
Saleem Rasheed 6-3 220 Birmingham-Shades Valley, AL Alabama 
SS SSS SS Cory Redding 6-5 240 Houston-North Shore, TX Texas 
Reggie Brown 62 180 Carrollton, GA Georgia Marcus Reese 62 215 San Jose-Oak Grove, CA UCLA 
Tyrece Butler 6-4 200 Indianapolis‘Decatur Central, IN Michigan Clifton Smith 62 235 Freeport. NY Syracuse 
Ryshaun Conover 6-3 210 Lakewood, NJ Rutgers 
Damien Gary 5-11 175 Athens-Clarke Central, GA Georgia 
Jason Geathers 6-3 210 Boca Raton-Spanish River, FL Miami Ee SS 
Deandre Green 6-2 200 Prichard-Blount, AL Aubum Rod Babers 5-10 175 Houston-Lamar, TX Texas 
Maurice Harris 63 201 Jacksonville-Raines, FL Ohio State Sammy Davis 60 180 Humble, TX Texas A&M 
Bryant Johnson 64 205 Baltimore City College, MD Penn State Mike Doss 60 195 Canton-MckKinley, OH Ohio State 
Michael Johnson 6-4 215 Tulsa-Union, OK Georgia Sterling Kazee 62 178 Inving-MacArthur, TX Tennessee 
Kareem Kelly 61. 187 Long Beach-Poly, CA USC Brian Mance 5-11 180 Manning, SC Clemson 
Jerry Owen 6-3 180 Newhall-Hart, CA UCLA Ricky Manning 5-10 165 Fresno-Edison, CA UCLA 
Lito Sheppard 5-11 185 Jacksonville-Raines, FL Florida Rich McNutt 60 165 Park Forest-Rich East, IL Ohio State 
Jamar Taylor 6-1 175 Mission, TX Notre Dame Jarrett Payton 6-1 210 Arlington Heights-St. Viator, IL Miami 
Darrell Rideaux 5-9 165 Long Beach-Poly, CA USC 
Gerome Sapp 6-1 200 Houston-Lamar, TX Notre Dame 
Caen ee ike Waddell 6-0 170 Rockingham-Richmond Co.,NC North Carolina 
Eric Edwards 6-6 245 Monroe-Ouachita Christian, LA LSU Quincy Wilson 5-10 200 Weirton, WV West Virginia 
Gary Godsey 68 255 Tampa-Jesuit, FL Notre Dame 
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Brock Berlin 
Jason Campbell 
Casey Clausen 
Darian Durant 
Abram Elam 
Carlyle Holiday 
Chance Mock 
Craig Ochs 
Dondrial Pinkins 
John Rattay 
Jeff Smoker 

Zac Wasserman 


Derick Arnold 

A. Belfran 

Tyrell Dortch 
Vontez Duff 

Jon Golden 
Joey Harris 
Justin Green 
Willie Green 
Marcus Houston 
Jamacia Jackson 
Brandon Joe 
Jermelle Lewis 
Dan Pohiman 
Brandon Royster 
Manual White 


&1 
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Shreveport-Evangel, LA 
Taylorsville, MS = 
Mission Hills-Alemany, CA 
Florence-Wilson, SC 

W. P. B,-Cardinal Newman, FL 
San Antonio-Roosevelt, TX 
Conroe-The Woodiands, TX 
Boulder-Fairview, CO 
Camilla-Mitchell-Baker, GA 
Tempe-Desert Vista, AZ 
Manheim-Central, PA 
Westlake Village, CA 


Houston-Milby, TX 

Abilene High, TX 

Hoboken, NJ 

Copperas Cove, TX 

Fort Bend-Clements, TX 

Klein Oak, TX 

San Diego-University High. CA 
Kissimmee-Osceola, FL 
Denver-Thomas Jefferson, CO 
Sumter, SC 

Westerville-South, OH 
Bloomfield, CT 

Barrington, IL 

Fairfax High, VA 
Placentia-Valencia, CA 


Alex Barron 
Doug Buckles 
Dan Dicks 
Antonio Hall 
Kwame Harris 
Joseph Carlos 
Jeremy McCorkle 
Joe McGuire 
Ken McKoy 
Paul Mociler 
Michael Munoz 
Steve Nevarez 
Erik Noll 

Greg Pauly 

Eric Pears 

Sean Poole 
Jon Pressnel 
Shannon Shell 
Wes Sims 

Sean Young 


67 


Orangeburg-Wilkinson, SC 
Madison-Central, MS 
Bellevue, WA 
Canton-MckKinley, OH 
Newark High, DE 
Miami-Edison, FL 

Freeport, PA 
Anaheim-Servite, CA 
Killeen-Ellison, TX 

Bellflower-St, John Bosco, CA 
Cincinnati-Moeller, OH 

San Fernando, CA 
Gaithersburg-Watkins Mill, MD 
Waukesha-South, WI 
Denver-J.F. Kennedy, CO 
Flint-Central, MI 

Lakewood, OH 
Tampoa-Hillsborough, FL 
Weatherford, OK 

Tunnel Hill-Northwest Whitfield, GA 
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Brock Edwards 
Teyo Johnson 
Eric Knott 
Jared Mazzetta 
Willie Roberts 
Chris Septak 
Andre Zeliner 


65 
67 
64 
6-5 
67 
64 
6-4 


Ft. Worth-Christian, TX 
Everett-Mariner, WA 

Detroit-Henry Ford, Mi 
Flemington-Hunterdon Central, NJ 
Miarmi-Southridge, FL 
Omaha-Millard West, NE 
Forsyth-Mary Persons, GA 


Tony Brown 
Larry Howell 

B. J. Johnson 
Mark Jones 
Don Patrick 
Tab Perry 
Charles Rogers 
Sloan Thomas 
Reggie Vickers 
Roy Williams 


63 
63 
60 
60 
65 
63 
6-4 
6-3 


&1 
6-2 


Ft. Lauderdale-St. Thomas Aquinas, FL 
Prichard-Vigor, AL 

South-Grand Prairie, TX 
Wallingford-Strath Haven, PA 
Hazleton, PA 

Milpitas, CA 

Saginaw High, MI 

Klein High, TX 

Belle Glades-Central, FL 
Odessa-Permian, TX 


Sonny Davis 
Adam Doiron 
Nate French 
Clint Gillespie 
Travis Johnson 
Steve Lee 
Albert Means 
Jesse Sias 

Mac Tyler 
Vincent Wilfork 
Jeremy Williams 
Steve Williams 


6-2 
64 
63 
64 
64 
66 
65 
63 
65 
64 
6-4 
63 


Austin-Lanier, TX 

Duncan, OK 
Moultrie-Colquitt County, GA 
Arp. ™ 

Sherman Ocks-Notre Dame, CA 
Shreveport-Evangel, LA 
Memphis-Trezevant, TN 
Datllas-Kimball, TX 
Bessemer-Jess Lanier, AL 
Lantana-Santaluces, FL 
Crown Point, IN 

Bolingbrook, IL 


Mondre Dickerson 
J. Dummerville 
Sean McHugh 
Sam Ruhe 

Alton Wright 


66 
1 
65 
65 
65 


255 
245 
240 
240 
240 


Memphis-Melrose, TN 
Miami-Jackson, FL 
Chagrin Falls, OH 
Stow-Walsh Jesuit, OH 
Houston-Jones, TX 


Marco Cooper 
Mike Goolsby 
Amon Gordon 
Shaka Hill 
Darius Jones 
Darrell Lee 
Raymond Mann 
Eric Moore 
Robert Peace 
Darion Scott 
Sean Tutts 

D.J. Williarns 


Harold James 
Brian McFadden 
Tre Orr 
Dominique Sims 
Marley Tucker 


6-2 


&1 


62 


230 


Detroit-Cass Tech, Ml 
Jollet-Catholic, IL 
Everett-Mariner, WA 
Madison-Goodpasture, TN 
Beloit-Memorial, WI 
Kirkwood, MO 

Hampton High, VA 
Pahokee, FL 

Ruston, LA 
Charleston-Capital, WV 
Englewood-Cherry Creek, CO 
Concord-De LaSalle, CA 


Osceola, AR 
Hollywood-McArthur, FL 

Lake City-Columbia County, FL 
Minneapolis-De LaSalle, MN 
Long Beach-Poly, CA 
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SEC RECRUITING 


Georgia Hauls in 


a Great Class 


By Tom Lemming/Prep Football Report 


Head coach Jim Donnan has done 
a terrific job of keeping the top in-state 
prospects at home. Heading to Athens 
are Georgia standouts such as all-every- 
thing wide receiver Reggie Brown of 
Carrollton; running back Bruce Thornton 
of LaGrange; defensive lineman 
Shedrick Wynn of Lincolnton; defensive 
lineman Jon Sullivan (6-3, 270) of Grif- 
fin; quarterback/defensive back 
Tavarus Morgan of Jackson; defensive 
lineman Chris Hewitt (6-6, 250) of 
Rome; defensive back Vince Faison of 
Lyons; defensive back Kentrell Curry of 
Toccoa; defensive back Dantra 
Clements of Sharpsburg and defensive 
back Kenny Bailey of Folkston and wide 
receiver Damien Gary of Athens. The 
Georgia staff did a good job of com- 
bining these great in-state players with 
a very impressive out-of-state haul led 
by all-everything wide receiver Michael 
Johnson of Tulsa, OK; wide receiver 
Durell Robinson of Spartanburg, SC; 
one of the nation’s top tight end 
prospects in Jason Rader of St. Albans, 
WY; offensive lineman Alex Jackson (6- 
5, 310) of Quincy, FL; running back 
DeJuan Green of Jacksonville, FL; offen- 
sive lineman Josh Billue (6-5, 300) of 
Guntersville, AL and one of the nation’s 
top 10 offensive line prospects Kevin 
Breedlove (6-5, 300) of Clemson, SC. 
The Bulldogs staff proved that they are 
almost impossible to beat head to head 
with in-state ball players and they can 
also strike fear in the hearts of recruiters 
in the states of Tennessee, Florida, 
Alabama and North and South Carolina. 

Wide receiver Reg- 

gie Brown from Carrollton, GA, ranked 
as the No. 1 prospect in the South. He 
is a 6-2, 180-pounder who caught 62 
passes for 1,046 yards and 10 touch- 
downs in ‘98 and had touchdown 
receptions of 99, 90, 88 and 80 yards 
over the past two years. He also fin- 
ished second in the state in the 200- 
meter dash with a time of 21.4 and 
second in the long jump with a leap of 
24 feet, 9 inches. 
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The secret to this year’s great 
recruiting success was not only 
Alabama's ability to land several top in- 
state prospects, but also its recruiting 
contacts in Tennessee and Florida. The 
Floridians who really make this class 
something special are defensive line- 
man Jerard Clark (6-7, 260) from Day- 
tona Beach; wide receiver Antonio 
Carter of Tallahassee; tight end Michael 
Gaines of Tallahassee; defensive line- 
man Jarrett Johnson (6-4, 270) of 
Chiefland and quarterback Josh Parker 
of Crawfordville. Once again, the Tide 
was successful in its Tennessee raids, 
landing defensive lineman David Paine 
(6-7, 260) of Memphis; wide receiver 


In a class loaded with 
prep superstars, wide receiver Damien 
Gary may have been overlooked. The 
5-11, 175-pound speedster from 
Athens, GA, caught 37 passes for 827 
yards and 11 touchdowns despite the 
fact that he missed a few games due to 
an ACL tear. When healthy, there are 
not many receivers better than this 
home-grown talent. 


POS NAME HT WT HOMETOWN COLLEGE 


OL __Bryce Bishop 6-5 315 ~~ Miami, FL Ohio State 
DB__Anquan Bolden 6-1 195 Pahokee, FL Florida State 
QB__Gary Brashears 6-5 210 = Clarksville, AR Arkansas 
WR _ Reggie Brown 6-2 180 Carrollton, GA Georgia 


OL Vernon Care 6-5 340 Miami, FL Miami 

RB Cedric Cobbs 6-1 215 _ Little Rock, AR Arkansas 
TE Eric Edwards 6-6 235 ~ Monroe, LA LSU 

OL Jeff Faine 6-4 311 ~— Sanford, FL Notre Dame 
LB Treverance Faulk 6-3 220 _ Lafayette, LA LSU 

WR_ Jason Geathers 6-3 210 Boca Raton, FL Miami 

TE ___Gary Godsey 6-8 255 _ Tampa, FL Notre Dame 
WR Deandre Green 6-2 200 Prichard, AL Auburn 

LB Bradie James 6-2 225  WestMonroe, LA LSU 
DL__Kenny King 6-4 275 Daphne, AL Alabama 


DL David Paine 6-7 255 Memphis, TN Alabama 
LB Kendyll Po 6-1 210 Lake City, FL Florida State 


LB Saleem Rahseed 6-3 220 Irondale, AL Alabama 


DB __lito Sheppard 5-11 185 — Jacksonville, FL Florida 
QB Willie Simmons 6-2 185 Quincy, FL Clemson 
TE Derek Smith 6-6 240 ‘Ft. Thomas, KY Kentucky 
QB__ AJ. Suggs 6-4 210 — Powder Springs, GA_Tennessee 
RB Bruce Thornton 5-11__185__ LaGrange, GA Georgia 


RB Dontae Walker 5-10 200 Clinton, MS Mississippi State 
QB Fabian Walker 6-2 200 Americus, GA Florida State 


DL Walter Young 6-5 285 Purvis, MS LSU 
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Derrick Woods of Memphis; defensive 
back Tyler Harris of Clinton; offensive 
lineman Dennis Alexander (6-5, 315) of 
Memphis, and one of the south’s finest 
running back prospects, Santonio Beard 
of Nashville. Once you blend those out- 
ofstate prospects with some great in- 
state talent, you can see why so many 
are crowing about this Alabama recruit- 
ing class. Heading to Tuscaloosa are such 
fine home-grown talents as linebacker 
Saleem Rasheed of Birmingham; fullback 
Jeremy Walker of Prattville; offensive line- 
man Matt Lomax (6-4, 290) of Mobile; 
first-team All-American defensive lineman 
Kenny King of Daphne; wide receiver 
Leonard Fulgham of Montevallo; strong 
and quick defensive lineman Robert 
Branch of Tuscaloosa; offensive lineman 
Dante Ellington (6-6, 300) of Leighton 
and blue-chip center Alonzo Ephraim 
of Birmingham. 
Defensive lineman 

Kenny King (6-4, 275) of Daphne, AL, 
totaled 91 tackles, 10 quarterback sacks 
and caused four fumbles at defensive 
tackle this season. He is an excellent pass 
rusher with great closing speed and enor- 
mous strength. He is also one of the 
South’s finest shot putters. 

Offensive lineman 
Dante Ellington, a 6-6, 300-pounder 
from Leighton, AL, is an enormous talent 
with the growth potential to weigh 320 
in college. He was overlooked a bit this 
year because of borderline grades, but 
his talent cannot be overlooked. Dante 
has been blessed with great feet, a 
wide wing-span and terrific balance 


and agility. 


With all of the great in-state suc- 
cess they have had in recent years, the 
Tigers do not do much out-of-state 
recruiting, but when they do, they gen- 
erally bag a big one. This year was no 
exception, as the Tigers landed one of 
Mississippi's top two prospects in defen- 
sive lineman Walter Young, a 6-4, 290- 
pounder from Purvis, and four of Texas’ 
finest prospects in defensive lineman 
Paul Broussard (6-4, 300) of La Port; 
wide receiver Jerel Myers of Houston; 
defensive back Deryell Patterson of 
Friendswood and tight end Terry Phillips 
(6-6, 270) of Houston. Most of the in- 
state players heading to Baton Rouge 
are recognizable names such as place- 
kicker John Corbello of Lafayette; run- 
ning back Domanick Davis of Breaux 
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Bridge; all-everything tight end Eric 
Edwards (6-5, 250) of Monroe; line- 
backers Treverance Faulk of Lafayette 
and Bradie James of West Monroe; tight 
end Chad Lavalais of Marksville; quar- 
terback Antron Seiber of Independence; 
and LaBrandon Toefield, an underated, 
but very talented running back of Inde- 
pendence. Another part of this great 
class is former high school All-American 
defensive lineman Melvin Rickey of 
Decatur, GA, via the Berkshire School in 
Shefield, MA. 

Linebacker Trever- 
ance Faulk, a 6-3, 220-pounder from 
Lafayette, LA, already looks like an NFL 
player and just about plays like one. He 
totaled 150 tackles, seven quarterback 
sacks and caused six fumbles in '98. 
He is an aggressive player with great 
range and good agility. 

Running back LaBran- 
don Toefield, a 6-0, 225-pounder from 
Independence, LA, missed most of the 
‘98 season due to injuries, but when 
healthy he is an impact player with the 
speed, vision, moves and strength to 
become an All-American in college. 


Despite some last-minute defec- 
tions, the Volunteers still managed to 
come up with one of the nation’s top 
classes. Tennessee went into this recruit 
ing season looking for help along the 
defensive line and came up with one of 
the top two defensive line groups in the 
country, led by Albert Haynesworth (6- 
6, 310) of Hartsville, SC; Constantin 
Ritzmann (6-4, 250) of Tallahassee, FL; 
Charles Roberson of Fairburn, GA; Ter- 
ria Smalls (6-3, 330) of St. Stephens, 
SC, and Kevin Young (6-3, 240) of 
Duncanville, TX. Tennessee also landed 
blue chip defensive talent such as All- 
American linebacker Devon Davis of 
Austin, TX; defensive back Sterling 
Kazee of Irving, TX; junior college All- 
American defensive back Anthony Ses- 
sions (6-2, 215) of Copiah-lincoln and 
linebacker Eddie Moore of South Pitts- 
burg, TN. On offense, despite the late 
defection of quarterback Chris Simms to 
Texas, the Vols landed All-Georgia quar- 
terback A.J. Suggs, a 6-4, 205-pounder 
from Powder Springs; underrated running 
back Troy Fleming (6-3, 210) from 
Franklin, TX, and Onterrio Smith from 
Sacramento, CA, one of the top three run- 
ning back prospects on the West Coast. 

Defensive lineman 


Albert Haynesworth is a 6-6, 310- 
pounder from Hartsville, SC, who is 
considered that state's top prospect. 
Albert is a dominating force on defense 
and has been blessed with great size, 
quickness, agility and balance. He was 
constantly double-teamed last year and 
still totaled 68 tackles and six quarter- 
back sacks after totaling 20 quarter- 
back sacks as a junior. 

Free safety Sterling 
Kazee may not have earned the All- 
American recognition he deserved, but 
is most definitely one of the top five 
defensive back prospects in the nation. 
He is a guided missile who hits like a ton, 
This 6-2, 180-pounder from Irving, TX, 
shows terrific reactions to the ball, super 
quick feet and plays the game with a lot 
of intensity. 


The Gators went into this recruit- 
ing season looking for quarterbacks, 
wide receivers, defensive backs, defen- 
sive linemen and linebackers, and 
came away with All-Americans at every 
position. Florida signed three of the 
best in defensive backs Daryl Dixon of 
New Smyrna Beach; Keiwan Ralliff of 
Columbus, OH, and talented Lito Shep- 
pard of Jacksonville, one of the nation’s 
premier athletes. At defensive line the 
Gators were excited about landing 
Tony Charles, a 6-2, 270-pounder from 
Hyattsville, MD; Tron LaFavor, a 6-3, 
245-pounder with exceptional quick- 
ness from Fort Lauderdale; Clint Mitchell 
(6-7, 250) from Clearwater and 
Arpedge Rolle (6-2, 255) of Miami, FL. 
A sleeper in this defensive lineman 
group is Roy Williams of Deland, a 6- 
2, 270-pounder with great strength, 
quick feet and a big heart. The Gators 
are known for their quick, aggressive 
linebackers and they signed several 
quick and aggressive prep linebackers, 
led by Matt Farrior of Ettrick, VA; Byron 
Hardmon of Jacksonville; Dwight Jack- 
son of Belle Glade and all-everything 
linebacker Mike Nattiel of Newberry, 
FL. The Gators are always in search of 
prolific wide receiver prospects and this 
year they managed to lasso Derrick 
Gaffney of Jacksonville; Elgin Hicks, an 
elusive receiver with great hands and 
terrific separation speed from Punta 
Gorda, FL, and Taylor Jacobs of Talla- 
hassee. Fullback Ron Carthon of Key 
West is a steady back with good 
strength and excellent quickness. Rex 
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Kick olf Up to 
t's Everyday 


This season you'll start cheering before your favorite team hits the field. Because when you 
join our Millionaire's Club you'll get 40% off our Top 10 Hardback Bestsellers 
and at least 10% off every other item in the store, everyday. From your favorite football 
books to magazines to memorabilia, the season for savings starts now. 
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Grossman, a 6-1, 205-pound quarterback 
from Bloomington, IN, is already enrolled in 
school and is expected to compete for the 
quarterback job in September. 

Lito Sheppard is a 5- 
11, 185-pounder from Jacksonville, one 
of the nation’s premier athletes. In his 
prep career, Sheppard had 18 inter- 
ceptions in 29 games and also proved 
to be one of the nation’s top kick return- 
ers. He is an impact player and should 
see action in ‘99. 

Tony Charles is an 
undersized defensive lineman from 
Hyattsville, MD, who has the intensity, 
quickness, strength and attitude to 
make it big in college ball. This 6-2, 
270-pounder totaled an eye-popping 
170 tackles and 22 quarterback sacks, 
to go with a school-record 45 tackles 
for losses in ‘98. 


This class has got to rank as head 
coach Jackie Sherrill’s best since he 
took over the Mississippi State job. It is 
a superior class with talented athletes at 
every position, led by quarterback 
Kevin Fant of Moss Point and twins Der- 
rick and Eric Thompson of Itta Bena, 
MS. The two very large and talented 
tight end/defensive end prospects both 
weigh in around 6-6, 280 pounds. Also 
heading to Starkville is Donald Tucker, 
a 6-4, 305-pound offensive lineman 
from Tupelo; wide receiver Kelly 
Shumpert of Tupelo; linebacker Jason 
Myers from Vicksburg; defensive line- 
man Cory Miley of Mendenhall; tight 
end Donald Lee of Maben; wide 
receiver Justin Jenkins of Pearl and 
wide receiver Keshan Fudge of Hatties- 
burg. Also included in this class are 
junior college All-American defensive 
back Fred Smoot of Hinds CC; tight 
end Adam Joiner of Jones CC and 
defensive lineman Willie Blade, a 6-2, 
300-pounder from Butler County CC. 
The Bulldogs out-of-state haul was led 
by linebacker Dwayne Robertson of 
Athens, GA; tight end Lennie Day of 
Mobile, AL, and linebacker Kamau 
Jackson of Atlanta, GA. Without a 
doubt, this class is led by all-everything 
running back/defensive back Dontae 
Walker of Clinton, MS. 

Running back 
Dontae Walker is one of the nation’s top- 
10 prospects. This 5-10, 200-pounder 
rushed for 1,880 yards and 33 touch- 
downs as a senior and totaled 5,153 
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yards and 76 touchdowns during his 
prep career. He can be an impact player 
at both running back or free safety. 

Wide receiver Keshan 
Fudge from Hattiesburg, MS, did not 
receive the kind of recognition that sev- 
eral other top wide receivers from the 
South received last year, but Keshan 
certainly has the size (6-1, 185) and 
speed (4.4) to go with great aware- 
ness, speed and leaping ability. He is a 
potential impact player. 


You've got to give new head 
coach Lou Holtz a lot of credit. 
Although he did not put his staff 
together until after the holidays, his 
coaches rebounded quickly and came 
up with a strong class for South Car- 
olina. Although a good number of the 
top in-state prospects went elsewhere, 
the Gamecocks did manage to land the 
state's top prospect in running back 
Derek Watson of Williamston; running 
back Trevis Smith of Moncks Corner; 
quarterback Issac Stackhouse, a 5-9, 
185-pounder from Dillon, who is an 
outstanding ball-handler with 4.4 
speed; linebacker Pat Fleming (6-1, 
210) of Manning; offensive lineman 
C.J. Frye (6-3, 290) of Columbia; 
defensive lineman Langston Moore (6- 
1, 270) of Charleston and All-American 
tight end Jason Capers of Hartsville. 
The Gamecocks are also excited about 
their out-of-state haul, led by offensive 
lineman Shane Hall (6-6, 300) of Med- 
ford, NJ; linebacker Rod Thomas of 
Deland, FL; quarterback Mikal Good- 
man (6-3, 190) of New Smyrna Beach, 
FL; defensive lineman Joe Don Jordan 
(6-1, 290) of Roswell, GA; the state of 
Connecticut's top player, fullback 
Andrew Pinnock (6-0, 255) of Bloom- 
field, and Ohio's Mr. Football,running 
back Ryan Brewer of Troy. Another 
great addition to this class is junior col- 
lege All-American defensive lineman 
Cleveland Pinkney (6-2, 285) of 
Copiah-Lincoln JC, MS. 

Headliner: Running back 
Andrew Pinnock is a 6-0, 255-pounder 
with 4.6 speed from Bloomfield, CT. 
This power back rushed for 1,800 yards 
and 30 touchdowns in ‘98 and he is a 
three-time All-State selection who runs low 
to the ground, and is extremely difficult to 
bring down one on one. 

Running back Ryan 
Brewer from Troy, OH, earned the state’s 


Mr. Football honors this season, but 
received absolutely no offers from many 
of the Big 10 schools. Still, on film he is 
an elusive back with quick moves, decep- 
tive speed and surprising power. 


With the mid-season resignation 
of head coach Terry Bowden, there 
was an awful lot of speculation and 
concern on the part of Tiger fans as to 
how well Auburn would be able to 
recruit come December and January. 
All the worries were laid to rest when 
signing day came around and you can 
bet that just about every Tiger fan was 
ecstatic about the way things finally 
came down. Auburn signed national 
names such as wide receiver Deandre 
Green of Prichard, AL; nose guard 
DeMarco McNeil (6-2, 300) of 
Prichard; running back Casinious 
Moore of Anniston and tight end Robert 
Johnson (6-6, 225) of Montgomery. 
These four players all have the ability to 
become All-Americans in college. They 
will be joined by such other in-state 
notables as linebacker Don Page (6-3, 
230) of Foley; defensive back Phillip 
Pate of Birmingham; defensive back 
Stanford Simmons of Ashland; quarter- 
back Phil Gargas of Birmingham and 
offensive lineman Steve Goula (6-6, 290) 
of Mobile. Out of state, the Tigers found 
the going a litle bit rougher but still man- 
aged to land wide receiver Ronney 
Daniels of Lake Wales, FL; defensive 
back Roshard Gilyard of Jacksonville; 
quarterback Allen Tillman of Newton, MS 
and running back Reggie Torbor of Baton 
Rouge, LA. This is an exceptional class of 
athletes that Auburn signed and the 
coaching staff did a remarkable job in a 
short period of time. 

Wide receiver Dean- 
dre Green of Prichard, AL, is a big, 
physical wide receiver with strong 
hands, deceptive speed and outstand- 
ing leaping ability. This two-time all- 
stater has run the 100-meter dash in 
11.0 seconds and has high jumped 6 
foot, 6 inches. 

Allen Tillman is a 6-2, 
190-pound quarterback from Newton, 
MS, and one of the most underrated 
quarterback prospects in the nation. 
Allen is an outstanding ball-handler 
with a live arm and quick feet. He 
came out of nowhere to be ranked as 
one of the top-10 prospects in the state 
of Mississippi. 
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For the first time in years, Arkan- 
sas was able to keep just about every 
top in-state prospect at home. This year 
that list included two top prospects in 
Gary Brashears (6-5, 210) of 
Clarksville, one of the nation’s top five 
quarterbacks, and running back Cedric 
Cobbs (6-1, 215) of Little Rock. Other 
local players staying home are offen- 
sive lineman Nathan Ball (6-5, 250) of 
Rogers; defensive lineman Rodney 
Clark (6-4, 280) of Elaine; quarterback 
Zak Clark (6-2, 180) of Fayetteville; 
offensive lineman Scott Davenport (6-1, 
290) of Clarendon; offensive lineman 
Bo Lacy (6-5, 280) of Newport and 
defensive back Marques Williams of 
Hamburg. The Razorbacks also flexed 
their muscles in Texas, landing wide 
receiver Sparky Hamilton of Lufkin; 
defensive back Eddie Jackson of 
Richardson; linebacker Caleb Miller of 
Sulpher Springs and running back Fred 
Talley of Longview. Junior college transfer 
Eddie Williams is a 6-4, 225-pound wide 
receiver from Coffeyville, KS, who should 
see immediate action in ‘99. Coaches 
also expect quick returns from junior col- 
lege All-American linebacker Jermaine 
Petty (6-2, 240) from Butler CC. 

Running back Cedric 

Cobbs is a 6-1, 215-pound workhorse 
of a back who rushed for 2,043 yards 
and 15 touchdowns in ‘98, and also 
caught 17 passes for 324 yards. He is 
a very fast and strong back who follows 
his blockers well and is rarely caught 
from behind. 

Richard Smith of 
Shreveport, LA, is a prolific wide 
receiver who has caught close to 150 
passes for more than 2,800 yards the 
past two years. He is a deceptively 
quick receiver with great hands and ter- 
rific concentration. 


The Wildcats have become 
national recruiters and this season they 
hauled in blue-chip athletes from just 
about every part of the country. This 
class is led by local tight end Derek 
Smith of Fort Thomas, KY, and his team- 
mate, quarterback Jared Lorenzen, a 6- 
0, 240-pounder with a rifle arm. They 
will be joined in Lexington by such 
notable national names as offensive 
lineman Keith Chatelain (6-5, 325) of 
Metairie, LA; offensive lineman Kip 
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Sixbery (6-4, 310) of Denver, CO; tight 
end Bobby Blizzard (6-7, 240) of Har- 
grave Military Academy; wide receiver 
Octavius Bond of Chicago; defensive 
lineman Richard Evans (6-4, 250) of 
Duncanville, TX; linebacker William Orr 
(6-2, 240) of Albertville, AL; wide 
receiver Brad Pyatt of Arvada, CO; 
defensive back Derrick Tatum of Shaker 
Heights, OH; defensive lineman 
Demotto Youngblood (6-5, 240) of Col- 
lege Park, GA, and running back Artos 
Pinner of Hopkinsville, KY. The Wild- 
cats coaches may be the hardest work- 
ing recruiting staff in the country. They 
spent a lot of time with mailings, per- 
sonal letters and contacts, and their 
hard work proved fruitful with this out- 
standing class. 

; er: Tight end Derek 
Smith (6-6, 240) of Fort Thomas, KY, is 
an athlete with soft hands and outstand- 
ing separation speed. He averaged 20 
yards per catch in ‘98. On defense he 
totaled 70 tackles and 18 tackles for 
losses at defensive end. He is also a 
standout basketball player. 

| r: Defensive end Demotto 
Youngblood, a 6-5, 240-pounder from 
College Park, GA, is an explosive 
player who recorded over 100 tackles 
and eight quarterback sacks in ‘98. He 
has the growth potential to weigh 280. 


The Rebels quietly, but very effi- 
ciently went about their recruiting busi- 
ness this season, filling their needs quite 
well at quarterback, wide receiver, 
defensive lineman and defensive back. 
The most prominent name of this recruit 
ing class is quarterback Eli Manning, 
the younger brother of Peyton and son 
of former All-Pro Archie Manning. This 
6-4, 200-pounder from New Orleans 
also has the potential to become a 
standout. Mississippi missed on many 
of the state’s top in-state players, but 
still managed to sign running back 
Kimario Hentz of Batesville; defensive 
lineman Tommy Kelly (6-7, 280) of 
Jackson; defensive lineman Jesse 
Mitchell (6-2, 240) of Moss Point; line- 
backer Justin Wade (6-4, 220) of Jack- 
son; defensive back Marcus Woodson 
of Moss Point; defensive back Demetric 
Wright of Batesville and defensive line- 
man Cliff Woodruff (6-7, 260) of 
Oxford. Running back lan Bass from 
Brentwood, TN, a big out-of-state catch. 
He is a power back with great strength 


and surprising speed. The Rebels 
coaches are also excited about defensive 
lineman Barnabas Harris (6-3, 225) of 
Birmingham, AL; offensive lineman Theo 
Harris (6-3, 290) of Decatur, TN; wide 
receiver Lee Jackson (6-4, 200) of Mari- 
etta, GA; wide receiver Wes Scott of 
Memphis, TN and running back Robert 
Williams of Gadsden, AL. 

Running back 
Kimario Hentz is a 5-11, 180-pounder 
from the very productive South Panola 
High in Batesville, MS. In 1998 he car- 
ried the ball 170 times for 1,350 yards 
and 20 touchdowns. He is a slasher 
with quick feet and excellent vision. 

: Wide receiver Lee Jack- 
son of Marietta, GA, is a tall, sure- 
handed prospect with good leaping 
ability and separation speed. He has run 
the 40-yard dash in 4.5 seconds. 


The Commodores once again did 
a great job nationally, focusing in on 
players who can run and hit. They went 
as far north as Wisconsin to land All- 
State linebacker Mike Adam (6-3, 250) 
of Greenfield and running back Chris 
Mitacek of Cudahy. Offensive lineman 
Kenan Arkan is a 6-7, 270-pounder 
from McMurray, PA, with a bright 
future. Defensive lineman Brett Beard is 
a 6-3, 260-pounder from Vestavia Hills, 
AL. Defensive help is heading toward 
Nashville in the form of defensive 
back Ryan Cuffee of Arlington, TX; 
defensive back Justin Gabony of Engle- 
wood, CO; linebacker Hunter Hillen- 
meyer (6-4, 230) of Nashville; 
defensive back Mike Martin of Tampa, 
FL; defensive lineman Libnir Telusca of 
Miami, FL and linebacker Doug Wol- 
ford (6-3, 230) of Lexington, KY. 
Quarterback Benji Walker of 
Brentwood, TN, was a big catch, as 
was wide receiver Markess House (6-4, 
200) from Birmingham, AL. 
Quarterback Benji 
Walker is a 6-4, 205-pound athlete from 
Brentwood Academy in Tennessee who 
completed 106 of 152 passes for 1,960 
yards and 15 touchdowns this season. 
He is a precision passer who also rushed 
for 800 yards and 12 scores. 
Offensive lineman 
Jason Tant (6-3, 270) of Kingston 
Springs, TN, has the quick feet, 
strength, agility and balance to com- 
pare with just about any other offensive 
line prospect in the South. Q 
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(12), the conference titles (20), the 

bowl games (NCAA record 49), the 
All-America players (approaching 100), 
the College Football Hall of Fame 
inductees (16), and the NFL draft choices 
that are part of the gloried and storied his- 


F: all the national championships 


ALABAMA 


CRIMSON TIDE 


Which means that, in his third year as 
head coach, DuBose believes he not only 
has a player good enough to be consid- 
ered the best in the country, but a team 
that may be on the verge of being consid- 
ered ready to resume its place among the 
nation’s best, too. 


to be a team that’s trying to beat the 
best,” said DuBose. “I think, right now, 
we're one of those teams that’s got to 
beat the best to say we belong up there. 
But that’s the opportunity we have this 
year — going to The Swamp (Florida 
Field) to play Florida, the opportunity to 


Tide Ready to Challenge for SEC West Crown 


tory of Crimson Tide football, one special 
part of the college game is missing: the 
Heisman Trophy. 

There have certainly been worthy can- 
didates, some of which have come close 
in the voting (David Palmer was third in 
1993). But still, no Alabama football 
player has ever taken home college foot- 
ball’s most prestigious individual award. 

For perhaps the first time ever, the 
Alabama athletic department is actively 
trying to change that, initiating its first full- 
fledged Heisman campaign for senior tail- 
back Shaun Alexander. 

“Shaun is deserving of that type of 
talk and recognition,” said Alabama head 
coach Mike DuBose, who promised 
Alexander at the end of last year that if he 
would return for his senior season, the 
campaign would begin. 

“He does an awful lot for this team. If 
the Heisman goes to the guy who makes 
the other 10 players better, then Shaun 
deserves it. You can’t measure all the 
things he does for this program, not only 
on the field, but off the field as well.” 

So what does this sudden interest in 
winning a Heisman Trophy at the Univer- 
sity of Alabama have to do with the 
1999 season? 

“Shaun understands that for him to 
have a realistic opportunity to win the 
Heisman, we have to win,” DuBose said. 
“So it's a team goal as much as it’s an 
individual goal.” 


ANDREW ZOW RETURNS, HAVING STARTED 
SEVEN GAMES LAST YEAR AND COMPLETED 
143 OF 256 PASSES FOR 1,969 YARDS, 11 
TOUCHDOWNS, SEVEN INTERCEPTIONS. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


1999 


That's a long way from this time a 
year ago, when Alabama was coming off 
a 4-7 season and DuBose was trying to 
lower expectations among Crimson Tide 
fans, who, after those 12 national champi- 
onships, take playing for national titles as 
an Alabama birthright. 

In turning the record around to a 7-4 
regular season finish a year ago, Alabama 
went 7-1 in home games, losing only to 
Florida. That was a far cry from 1997's 2-5 
home record, including an 0-4 mark in 
Tuscaloosa's Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

With nine starters returning on offense 
and eight on defense, DuBose’ expecta- 
tions are certainly higher than a year ago 
— even if they are not quite at national 
championship level yet. 

“To get to the next level, we have to 
be the best and beat the rest. Or, we have 


play the defending national champions 
(Tennessee), and also to go on the road 
and try to win at Auburn, something 
Alabama has not done.” 

Taking that step involves talent, and 
for the first time since probation, 
Alabama appears to have not just a solid 
starting lineup but depth at just about 
every position. 

The offense starts with Alexander, the 
SEC's leading returner rusher who averaged 
107.1 yards per game a year ago. But the 
good news is, it doesn’t end there. 

The Crimson Tide returns its starting 
quarterback (Andrew Zow), its starting 
fullback (Dustin McClintock), all five start- 
ing offensive linemen, and its starting 
tight end (Terry Jones). 

Gone are receivers Quincy Jackson, 
Calvin Hall and Michael Vaughn, but that 


at a glance 
BAMA 


1998: 7-5 Overall: 4-4 SEC West 

COACH: Mike DuBose — At Alabama and 
Overall: 11-12, 2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 8; 9 Offense, 
8 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Shaun 
Alexander, OT Chris Samuel, DT Cornelius 
Griffin, WR Freddie Milons, QB Andrew 
Zow, OB Tyler Watts 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: With the entire 
offensive line back and Shaun Alexander at 
tailback, Alabama should have an offense 
that can move the ball. Defensive line 
deep and talented enough to anchor that 


side of the ball. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Lack of experi- 
ence on defensive side, including poten- 
tially an entirely new set of linebackers, 
could leave Tide vulnerable to experienced 
offenses. 

OVERVIEW: With so many starters back 
and another strong class of incoming 
freshmen, Alabama seems on the verge of 
returning to the top of the SEC West. The 
Tide may not be in the class of Tennessee 
and Florida just yet, but signs are the gap 
is Closing. 
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Hick ScHoot / Collece 


Nawe / Position Size HOMETOWN 


Dennis ALEXANDER C 65,3 Memphis, TN Westwood 
Border Wars third-team All-South # Paved offense and ddr @ Three-year starter. 


Santonio BEARD RB 6-1, 205 hville, TN ecrl-Cohn 

SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 5 runni beck in Dixie Region @ All-State # rd 2,432 yards rushing 
pepliutpspliciralbtee sbeebs (epek Das + —— 91 touchdowns. 
Hirschel BOLDEN DB 5-11, 190 Dothan 


SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 27 prospect in Dixie Region @ As a senior, rer 940 yards rushing 
Had 87 receptions for 940 yards @ Had 4,000 career yards total offense. 


Robert BRANCH DL scaloosa Central 
Two-year starter @ Had 111] eae indoding tree! for loss, and three apes sacks as a senior. 
Antonio CARTER WR 5-9, 180 Tallahassee, FL Rickards 


SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 6 player in Florida # As a senior, had 37 receptions for 530 yards and 
scored 13 touchdowns # Had 850 yards rushing @ Made five interceptions on defense. 


Gerard CLARK DL Daylona Beach, FL Mainland 

Had 87 tackles and iTquamie anny senior @ As a junior, Fed 12 quarterback sacks, 

Gerald DIXON DB 5-11, 185 Burtonsville, MD Paint Branch 

Played quarterback as a senior # Had 1,236 yards passing and 14 touchdowns # Had 1,139 yards rushing 
+ Retumed three punts for touchdowns @ Hod 10 interceptions in final two seasons. 

Dante ELUNGTON OL &6, 298 Leighton Colbert County 

Parade All-American @ All-State # Four-year starter on offense and defense. 

Alonzo EPHRAIM OL/DL 6-3, 280 Birmingham Wenonah 

SuperPrep All-American @ All-State # Four-year starter @ As a senior, graded 92 percent as offensive line- 
man @ Had 102 tackles, 13 quarterback pel and three fumbles atl, 

Leonard FULGHAM WR tevallo Montevallo 

Hod 40 Lae ancl peo feacheeeats senior @ Had five interceptions. 

Michael GAINES TE 3, 255 Tallahassee, FL 


Florida 
Played tight end, fullback and howbiclor in high school @ As a senior, had 20 receptions for 535 yards and 
scored seven touchdowns # Had 110 tackles and one quarterback sack. 


Casey GILBERT TE 6-4, 270 Pascagoul Pascagoula 
SuperPrep All-American @ Had 24 receptions for 523 yards pacar four touchdowns in final Iwo seasons. 


Brandon GREER WR 6-2, 195 Rainbow City Westbrook Christian 
All-State As a senior, had 70 receptions for 1,729 yards and scored 30 touchdowns Had six touchdown | 
receptions in one game @ Had 151 career receptions for 3,370 yards and scored 51 career touchdowns. 


Tyler HARRIS 6-1, 210 Clinton, TN Anderson County 
Had 70 rsa and five i interceptions as a junior. 
Ray HUDSON DB 5-10, 190 Bonifay, FL Holmes County 


As a senior, had 1,160 yards rushing and scored 16 touchdowns # Had 35 tackles, 21 passes broken up 
and two interceptions @ Had 2,029 yards rushing and scored 24 touchdowns as a junior. 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Couece 


Jarrett JOHNSON DL 6-4, 268 Chiefland, FL Chiefland 
SuperPrep All-American # Border Wars third-team All-South # Had 40 career quarterback sacks. 


leper atas JONES DB 
downs @ Had vale pent 
Kenny KING DL 6-4, 270 


Parade All-American @ Ranked No. 7 
senior, had 120 tackles, 10 quarterback sac! 


61, 180 Waynesboro, GA Burke County 
ing and five touchdowns as a senior Had 1 Det radreane sere! 10 touch: 
tackles and four interceptions @ Had 12 interceptions in final two seasons . 


Daphne Daphne 
er in Dixie Region by SuperPrep Two-time All-State @ As a 
, five Fumbles caused and five fumbles recovered. 


Milo LEWIS DB 190 Mountain View, CA Son eee, cc 
Participated in spring drills # loved just one touchdown and 10 receptions as 
Hol bs bicldsc era Yor Iercepfins @ Ave precteanicr, had 1 |800 yords rushing end scored 22 TDs. 


o 


Matt LOMAX OL 6-4, 296 Mobile UMS" fc 
Parade All-American Border Wars All-South Region @ All-State Played offense and 


Roberto McBRIDE DB fi 9,165 Kathleen 
Played wide receiver, running back and defensive eee + ted 500 yards rushing and scored eight touch- 
downs as a senior # As a junior, had eight interceptions. 


Garry McNEALY DL 6-4, 270 Perry, FL Taylor County 
Ranked No. 10 defensive tackle in South Region by Pigskin Preps @ As a senior, had 80 tackles and five 
quarterback sacks @ Had 42 tackles, five quarterback sacks and two fumbles caused as a junior. 


Brandon MIREE RB 6-2, 228 Cincinnati, OH Winton Woods 
SuperPrep ranked No. 48 prospec in Midwest Region # Detroit Free Press Best of the Midwest rated No. 9 


player in Midwest Region @ Had 2,455 yards rushing and scored 31 touchdowns as a senior. 
David PAINE DL 6-7, 260 Memphis, TN 

SuperPrep National 50, ranked No. 11 prep prospect in the nation @ Parade ond US iA A Today All-American. 
Josh PARKER GB 6-4, 205 Crawfordville, FL Wokulla 
All-Big Bend Conference @ As a senior, had 1,700 yards passing. 

Dave PETERSON LB 6-3, 230 Bristol, FL Liberty County 
Four-year starter @ Had 112 tackles and eight quarterback sacks as a junior. 

Solem RASHEED LB 63,220 imingham Shades Valley 
Parade All-American @ soporPins Be Delete Player fs Yeor# AB -State, 

Jeremy WALKER FB/L8 63, 250 Prattville Prattville 

Had 850 yards rushing and scored five touchdowns as a senior. 

Leslie WILLIAMS DL 6-5, 225 Stone Mountain, GA Stone Mountain 


Four-year starter # As a junior, had 68 solo tackles, 25 assists, 7 quarterback sacks, six fumbles caused 
and two fumbles rec: 


Derrick WOODS WR 5-9, 175 Memphis, TN Melrose 
Helped team to state championship @ Had 72 receptions for 1,500 yards and scored 20 touchdowns as a 
senior @ As a junior, had 65 receptions for 1,400 yards and scored 16 touchdowns. | 


AWLOOGKATTHETIDE 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


(7-5, 4-4) PASSING Sept. 4 at Vanderbilt 
= Comp Yarps_ Pct SSS SS 
38 BYU 31 Zow 2561431969 55.9 Sept. 11 Houston* 
a. oe chine ——_ = Phillips 84 46. 429 548 Sa = 
a a a cd , RUSHING Sept. u 8 feusina Tech* 
6 Arkansas 42 Yards __AvG Sept. 25 Arkansas 
10 Florida 16 Alexander 258 1178 46 44 13 - - 
— = Locke 8 ABT 60 ale oO Oct. 2  atFlorida 
20 Mississippi (OT) 17 Madden 12 473.9 oea0 3 
23 East Carolina 22 aa “ —— es TU AI e 
18 r Tannakee, ; 35 Oct. 23 Tennessee 
a a Jockson Asin né2t ae san nd 5 . 
: 30 Southern Miss 20 SS SS Oct 30 Southern Miss 4 
22 LSU Alexander 26 385, 14.8 43 4 
—_ — 16 Hall 21 348. «16.3 0—~SOts«SD 0 Nov. 6 LSU = 
31 Auburn 17 Tacktes: Smith 79; Carroll 76; Dixon 74; Spencer 69. - 
Music City BowL ———— 5 INTERCEPTIONS: Spencer 4; Bryant 2. aa = Nov. 20 at Auburn 
rBllen a QB Sacks: Waggoner 7; Moorehead 5; Smith 4; Carroll 4. én? 
7 Virginia Tech 38 Tackués For Loss: Smith 16; Carroll 16; Moorehead 11. Birmingham, AL | 
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Simply Exceptional 


500 Luxurious Hotel Rooms 


A Proud Sponsor of the 
1999. USS: Women’s Open 


The Spa 


Hit the big time at Silver Star Resort and 
Casino, the Southeast’s premier casino resort. 


e < > @ 
Featuring over 3,000 generous slots and 96 Dauctug os Kabbet 
GhOS LYE * 


exciting table games. Enjoy the luxury of our 
500 room resort hotel. Pamper yourself at The 


Spa or enjoy 36 holes of championship golf at l 800 55 y| 07 l l 


the renowned Dancing Rabbit Golf Club. Make 


Silver Star your next vacation destination. 


+ 
Silver Star Resort & Casino, Ce ERS IA 


it’s closer than you think. so ee Be ee Se 8 RS 


A Development of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 


position is deep with Freddie Milons, Shamari Buchanan, Eric 
Locke, Tim Bowens, Jason McAddley and Sam Collins returning. 

Tailback is three deep, with Shaun Bohanon and Ahmaad Gal- 
loway backing up Alexander. Sophomore Marvin Brown is a tal- 
ented fullback who will spell McClintock, and the emergence of 
Jones at tight end and the conversion of linebacker Theo Sanders 
to tight end has eliminated the need to use McClintock as an H- 
back or tight end. 

The offensive line got bigger with the emergence of red- 
shirt junior Kenric Lott as the starting right guard, beating out 
returning starter Jason 
McDonald. That allows the 
Tide to go very big up 
front, starting with left 
tackle Chris Samuels (6-6, 
295), left guard Griff Red- 
mill (6-6, 270), center Paul 
Hogan (6-4, 280), Lott 
and right tackle Will Cuth- 
bert (6-5, 304). 

The hogs up front run 
two deep, too, with the 
likes of tackles Bart 
Raulston (6-9, 331) and 
Lanis Baxley (6-6, 285), 
guard Sam Matthews (6-6, 
290), and center Marico 
Portis (6-3, 290) fighting for 
playing time. 

“I think we'll come out 
with a good offensive line 
in the fall,” DuBose said. “I 
like our offensive line, and 
feel it will be a much 
improved unit. If we're 
going to be a champi- 
onship football team, we 
have to win the line of 
scrimmage.” 

And of course there is 
the quarterback position. 
Zow returns, having started 
seven games last year and 


FOR PERHAPS THE FIRST TIME EVER, THE ALABAMA ATHLETIC 
DEPARTMENT IS ACTIVELY INITIATING A FULL-FLEDGED HEISMAN 
CAMPAIGN FOR SENIOR TAILBACK SHAUN ALEXANDER. 
PHOTO BY R.D, MOORE 


on me,” Alexander said. “I’m honored, really. | know Alabama 
hasn't really done this (campaigned) for anyone before. But no 
one can put more pressure on me than | put on myself. 

“My biggest responsibility is to the team. If we get to the SEC 
Championship game, then everything else will take care of itself.” 

While Alexander will be the focal point, even used as a 
receiver in five-receiver formations, he knows he won't be the 
only weapon in the Alabama arsenal this year. 

“A lot of times last year when the offense would sputter, it 
was up to me to come in and make something happen,” Alexan- 
der said. “I don’t think 
that’s going to be the case 
this year. With the 
receivers we've got, they 
can all make big plays. 
And they want to make 
big plays, without Shaun 
(Alexander) in there. 

“That's good. If they 
make plays and | keep 
making plays, we'll be 
very good.” 

It doesn’t hurt that this 
will be the second season 
in the offense adapted 
mostly from quarterback 
coach Charlie Stubbs, and 
that after sharing play-call- 
ing responsibilities a year 
ago, DuBose has sepa- 
rated that responsibility 
and turned it over to 
Stubbs, with offensive 
coordinator Neil Callaway 
taking charge of the 
offense Monday through 
Friday. 

“We've been in this 
offense for a year, and 
we've been able to grow 
and improve what we're 
doing,” DuBose said. “At 
the same time, as coaches 


completed 143 of 256 
passes for 1,969 yards, 11 touchdowns, seven interceptions. 

But Zow will share the spotlight, at least early in the season, 
with redshirt freshman Tyler Watts. 

“Most people refer to that as a quarterback controversy,” 
DuBose said. “I refer to it as a good problem to have, a very com- 
petitive situation between two fine football players. 

“Andrew is clearly the No. 1 quarterback. But we will go into 
the fall playing two quarterbacks in the first two or three games. 
One of the things | learned, and I’m continuing to go through a 
learning process as a young head coach, is its very hard to evalu- 
ate a good quarterback just based on practice. ... Andrew played 
much better in games than he did in practice, and for that reason 
we'll make sure that we play both quarterbacks in at least the first 
two or three games.” 

The key to the offense, of course, is Alexander. The 6-1, 210- 
pounder rushed for 1,178 yards with 13 touchdowns last year and 
caught 26 passes for another 385 yards and four touchdowns. 

“The talk about the Heisman doesn't put any more pressure 
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we were still feeling each 
other out last year, to see who could do what and how each 
coach would execute in game situations. 

“Now, | have a better understanding of how to set certain respon- 
sibilities with the staff, what type of role to ask of each of them. We just 
have a better understanding of what we can and can’t do.” 

Defensively, the emphasis was on speed. The front seven 
may be inexperienced, especially with a whole new cast of char- 
acters at linebacker, but the talent is better than it has been in 
several years. 

Kenny Smith, Cornelius Griffin, Jamie Carter and Kindal 
Moorehead return on the defensive front, along with redshirt 
junior Todd Whitmore, Carlos Stennis, and Reggie Grimes. 

Middle linebacker Travis Carroll underwent shoulder surgery dur- 
ing spring practice and may not be at 100 percent when the fall sea- 
son starts. But even without Carroll, Alabama has talent at linebacker 
with senior Canary Knight and redshirt freshman Marvin Constant in 
the middle, flanked by sophomore Darius Gilbert and converted run- 
ning back Adam Cox on one side and Miguel Merritt and Victor Ellis 
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-Preseason Report, mailed in late August-- 

between 76 and 88 pages! 

Listing of the top 3,500 senior prep players by state 
Preseason All-American and All-Regional team 

Thumbnail looks at the top 1,000 national prospects 
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PRI 


NG ROSTER _ 
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No. NAME Hr. 


Wr. 


HOMETOWN 


80 Jason McAddey == WR 
13 Kec Bley fatal 30 DusinNcCiniock «BiG 2k Gain KS 
76 lonnis Baxley Woyresboro, GA 70 Joson MeDonold a & 66 310 ro ay a 
78 Michael Borield ~ Dohon JO. Miguel Merit (BS 60 220 ‘Hopkinnle,KY 
3) Lone Bearden a 15 FreddeMioms =A 74) Serbia MS 
28 Shoun Bohanon Oak Ridge, IN “$4 KndolMoorchead —«DL_««So.= «3.287 Mepis, TN 
8 Tim =e = Kilen 87 Jehnovon Morgen Te Fr 62 276 = Miomi, FL 
. 6 Marin Brown Hyoitville, MD 24 Patrick Morgan P 60 182 Birminghom 
84 ShamoriBuchonon = WR CSS: 200 Ano, GA 23 Regie Myles (BS S11 181 Pascagoula, MS 
44 Travis Corroll B ie 64 226 Jocksonville, FL 7 Ryon Phugner PK 5:10 175  Sarosoto, FL 
0 Jamie Cam r ou S 6-4 320 Philodelphio, MS 71 Marico Portis (o Fr 6&2 286 Prichard 
7 Som Collins WR 61 178 Fayette 77 Bart Roulston Qu Fr 69 331 Sy\vonia 
45 Marvin Constont 1B Fr 6&1 239 — Tuscaloosa 33 Shorwa Ray ; RB S 510 19) Montel 
31 Adam Cox B So él 208 Jasper 75 Griff Redmill Q +k 6&6 268 Jasper 
72 Will Cuthbec Q s&s 65 H2 A Perce, 18 Chris Reier C % 59 = 184 Jockomvile FL 
1) AJ. Diaz PK Ir si 180 Mini Springs, FL 26 Arvin Richard RB i $7 (172 Mise, GA I 
24 fa Dixon FS dr 62 197 Reform 9 Jonathon Richey Bb & 61 198  Gerddine 
“38 Shawn Droper er ee 0). Cis Scan Oo & 65 294 Noble 
9 Victor Ellis Bb So 42 a 225 — Chattonooga, TN 9 Theo Sonder OL ke rm 25 Birmingham 7 
"29 MmoodGolowy —«FBSsr.~=S«&I*97- lingo, TN 36 Marcus Slay CB ok =~ 58150. Durwoody, GA 
99 Darius Gibert B $0 62 220 Orlord 88 Kenny Smith DUE 65 286 Meridian, MS 
97 Comes Grifin OL S63. 290 Bruvidge Al Morass Spencer SS ok 62 190 Yok 
98 Reggie Grimes ee 65 290 Nashville, TN 50 Rob-E Staten oL k 6&1 270 Pearl, MS 
74 Poul Hogan c J 64 275  Vaklosto, GA 51 Carlos Stennis DL h 62 273° Meridion, MS 
1 Chris Home Bb ir 61 212 Sandersville, GA 4 Jay Stubbs WR fr 510175 Tusecloosa 
19 Jason Jones FS Ir 5-11 187 Tuscaloosa 18 luke Tucker CG fr S11 177 Foyete 
Dittayian i TE S63 255. Tuscon “A. Ter Wot C8 of «663 2 Pe 
57 Conary Knight iB Sr 62 224 — Tallchossee, FL 92 Shaun Williams Oo A) 65 250 Augusta, GA * 
93 Brodley Ledbetter NL ok 63 240 Pelham 67 Kelvis White Oo i 64 287 Courlond . 

2 Nib Lewis GB sk 60 190 Mountain View, CA “68 Tedd Whatmore Oo se 66 285  Ronbume 

“2. Bilode S59 180 Mkeebor,IN «32. MarkWinienki PK 61167 decksonvle, FL 
5% Kenvck Loe “at k 65 310 “Bldsheor, GA r 86 be Yor ; tr 65 253  Abbertville 

"79 Roy Morsall Ol fr 65 335. Montell 5 indav ir 8S 62 215 LokeBuler, 

68 Som Mathews OL SG 288-_locksomvile acadinhdstsigindegs @ = 


QB Andrew Zow, So */ Tyler Watts, Fr 


CHART 


aL dc Alas 


DE _Kenny Smith, Jr*/ Reggie Grimes, Sr 
DT Cornelius Griffin, Sr*/ Shawn Draper, Jr 


FB Dustin McClintock, Jr */ Marvin Brown, So 


WR Freddie Milons, So/ Tim Bowens Sr 
FL Eric Locke, So/ Shamari Buchanan, Sr 


DT ___ Jamie Carter, Sr*/ Todd Whitmore, Jr 
DE Kindal Moorehead, So*/ Shaun Williams, So 


TE Terry Jones, So”/ Theo Sanders, So 


LT Chris Samuels, Sr */ Lanis Baxley, Fr 
1G Griff Redmill, Jr °/ Sam Matthews, So 
i Paul Hogan, So*/ Marico Portis, Fr 
RG Kenric Lott, Jr/ Jason McDonald, Sr * 


OLB Darrius Gilbert, So/ Adam Cox, So 
MLB : Travis Carroll, Jr */ Canary Knight, ar 
OLB Miguel Merritt, Sr/ Victor Ellis, So 


CB Reggie Myles, So*/ Shontua Ray, So 


$s Marcus Spencer, Je/ Philip Weeks, Fr 


RT will Cuthbert, Jr*/ Bart Raulston, Fr 


PK Ryan Pflugner, Sr°/ Ad. Diaz, Jr 


FS Tony Dixon, So*/ Jason Jones, Jr 
CB Milo Lewis, Jr/ Kecalf Bailey, Jr 


P Patrick Morgan, Sr/ Lane Bearden, Fr 


_ SPRING UPDATE 


oing into spring practice, the 

biggest area of concern was line- 

backer, where Alabama lost two 
starters and a third, middle linebacker 
Travis Carroll, underwent surgery on his 
shoulder that will likely keep him out until 
August. 

However, that problem area became a 
strength with the move of outside line- 
backer Canary Knight to the middle and 
safety Miguel Merritt to outside linebacker. 
Both proved to be naturals at those posi- 
tions, neither of which they’d ever played 
before. Also, the progress of sophomore 
Darius Gilbert at the other outside line- 
backer spot has the coaches excited about 
the speed and play-making ability at those 
three positions. The progress of Knight 
and redshirt freshman Marvin Constant in 
the middle takes the pressure off of Car- 
roll’s return. 

¢ Several position changes worked out 
well for Alabama this spring. Besides the 
move of Knight and Merritt to linebacker, 
the Tide coaches moved tailback Adam 
Cox to outside linebacker, behind Gilbert, 
and tailback Shontua Ray to cornerback. 

¢ The most pleasant surprise of the 
spring was the continued development of 
tight end Terry Jones Jr. The tight end did 
not catch a pass last fall for the Tide, but 
this spring Jones proved his pass-catching 
ability in scrimmage after scrimmage. 

¢ Quarterback coach Charlie Stubbs is 
excited about having all game-day play-call- 
ing responsibility now. He shared those 
duties last year with offensive coordinator 
and line coach Neil Callaway, but head 
coach Mike DuBose decided to give that 
responsibility to Stubbs. “Now I feel like I 
can get into a rhythm and start thinking 
several plays or even several series ahead, 
to set up certain plays,” Stubbs said. 

¢ The biggest concern coming out of 
spring remains finding a punter. Patrick 
Morgan does not have the leg strength of 
last year's punter, Daniel Pope, but does 
have good hang time. Lane Bearden has 
the leg strength, but is too inconsistent. 
Special teams got very little work in the 
spring, and will be a major emphasis in 
August. 

¢ Tailback Shaun Alexander, the 
object of the schools’ Heisman Trophy 
campaign, was held out of all contact in 
the spring, including the spring game. 

— Ray Melick 
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SAID CORNELIUS GRIFFIN. “I WANT 105 
TACKLES, 19 QUARTERBACK SACKS, AND 22 
TACKLES BEHIND THE LINE OF SCRIMMAGE. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


ALABAMA 


Griffin Achieving His Dad’s Dreams 


those familiar with the Alabama 
rogram talk about defensive 
tackle Cornelius Griffin, the more they 
slip up and call him Cornelius Bennett. 

While they don’t play the same 
position the potential is there for the 6- 
4, 290-pound senior from Brundidge, 
Ala., to have a similar impact on the 
Crimson Tide defense. 

“I've got three goals for this year,” 
said Griffin. “| want 105 tackles, 19 
quarterback sacks, and 22 tackles 
behind the line of scrimmage. 

“| know those are high for a defen- 
sive tackle. But | think | can do it. | 
don’t think they’re out of reach. They 
are high goals, but I’m going to be dis- 
appointed if | don’t.” 

But three things slowed Griffin 
down last year: his weight, his inex- 
perience in the system; and — per- 
haps the biggest factor of all — the 
death of his father the summer prior 
to reporting to Alabama. The first two 
took care of themselves. 

“| got down to about 278 by the 
middle of the season, and started play- 


Té contusion is natural. The more 


ing much better, utilizing my quick- 
ness,” said Griffin. 

The third, handling the shock of his 
father’s sudden death in an automobile 
accident involving a drunk driver, has 
been a longer process. 

“A day doesn’t go by that | don’t 
think about my father,” Griffin said. “I 
thought he would live forever. He was 
my best friend. 

“Part of the reason it took so long for 
me to adjust to playing at this level last 
year was dealing with my father’s death. 
| had to get past that. | do believe he’s 
proud ah what I’m doing, though. And 
whenever things get tough, | can hear 
him tell me, ‘Tighten up.’” 

Tighten up. It means do better, work 
harder, don‘t get complacent, stay 
focused. It was his father’s favorite phrase. 

“| hear him say it all the time,” said 
Griffin. “It was my Dad who stayed on 
me fo play D-1 when | thought about 

joing to another level where | could 
hate played right away. It was his 
dream, because he knew it was my 
dream, and he wasn’t going to let me 
stop short of reaching my ene. “2 


on the other. 

And incoming freshman Saleem 
Rasheed of Birmingham's Shades Valley 
High is expected to contribute right away 
at a linebacker position, adding even 
more depth and speed. 

The secondary is one of the few posi- 
tions that lacks depth. There are three cor- 
ners DuBose feels he can count on, with 
Kecalf Bailey, Reggie Myles and junior col- 
lege signee Milo Lewis. And at safety, 
Tony Dixon and Marcus Spencer are 
returning starters. 

The biggest change on defense is a 
change in philosophy from the “press 
man” concept to more zone and less gap 
control at the line of scrimmage. 

“We're going to be a better defensive 
team,” DuBose said. “We have more 
speed and more depth, and | like our 
scheme. It’s a system that will free our 
linebackers up to be more instinctive, to 
run to the football. 

“Championship football starts with 
defense, especially at the line of scrimmage. 
I think our defensive front should be very 
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good. But the real key is that we're not 
going to depend so much on our safeties to 
make tackles. We're going to allow the line- 


i) HIS WOULD SEEM 
TO BE THE YEAR, 
+ THAT ALABAMA IS 


POISED TO MAKE THAT STEP 
BACK INTO COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL’S SPOTLIGHT. 


backers to run to the ball, run with the flow 
of the play. | think we'll be more aggressive 
that way than we have over the last couple 
of years.” 

The biggest question marks are 
punter, where Daniel Pope was one of the 
league’s best but is gone, and placekicker, 
where Ryan Pflugner returns, but was 
inconsistent a year ago. 

“That's our biggest concern,” DuBose 


said. “We need drastic improvement in 
our special teams.” 

This would seem to be the year, then, 
that Alabama is poised to make that step 
back into college football's spotlight. Not 
only are the results of three outstanding 
recruiting classes starting to pay off and 
DuBose is continuing to grow as a head 
coach, but the schedule has Tennessee 
coming to Tuscaloosa for the first time, and 
the SEC West appears to be wide open. 

“| don’t know if it’s a good year to 
make the step, but it’s a year that we need 
to make that step,” DuBose said. “I do think 
LSU will be the most talented team, but the 
rest of us are all bunched up. 

“There are some tremendous chal- 
lenges, but also tremendous opportunities to 
make steps in the right direction, to get 
expectations back up where we want them 
to be, where our fans expect them to be and 
where tradition says it should be.” 

And maybe even add a Heisman Tro- 
phy page to one of the most impressive 
resumes in college football. 

— Ray Melick 
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time will come — preferably 

soon, Coach Houston Nutt hopes 

— when considering Arkansas an 
annual heavyweight will come easily to 
prognosticators. A mental reflex. Worthy 
of a top 10 vote, Razorbacks. SEC champi- 
onship contender, Razorbacks. National 


teams, and the conference schedule is not 
as kind as it was last season. 

Still, save the pity. There’s good rea- 
son to think the Razorbacks can contend 
for the West title and a trip to the SEC 
Championship Game after an improbable 
fumble (Tennessee loss) and a last-second 


“~@ RAZORBACKS 


Bad news visited even before spring 
practice began when Gary Hobbs, the pro- 
jected starting left tackle for the next three 
seasons, went AWOL while feeling the 
pressure of high expectations. Eventually, 
Hobbs reached an agreement with coaches 
to redshirt and play again in 2000. 


Hogs Face High Expectations 


title candidate, Razorbacks, 

Now is not that time, Nutt says. 
Preseason polls will say otherwise. 
The same voters who picked Arkansas last 
in the SEC West last year, when UA went 
on to tie for first, will lump the Hogs 
among the league's top three or four 

teams. But ... 

“They're wrong again,” Nutt says. 
“Really we should be picked about sixth 
or seventh in the SEC overall.” 

If the voting media doesn’t under- 
stand Arkansas’ situation, then neither do 
many fans. When Nutt did the rubber 
chicken circuit this spring, it seemed at 
each stop somebody from the local 
booster club hit him with the words, 
“National championship now, Coach,” 
Nutt recalls. “We've proved it. We've got 
Stoerner back. Yeah, we do. Now, who's 
in front of him?’” 

Quarterback Clint Stoerner, a third-year 
starter and preseason All-SEC pick in some 
circles, cannot carry the team past the 20- 
yard line if his blockers can’t stay upright. 

The offensive line was the most 
underappreciated element to the turn- 
around season. Now four starters must 
be replaced, the foremost of several 
concerns that lead Nutt to wave a caution 
flag over expectations. 

Holes have to be filled on the defensive 
line. Depth is tissue-thin in some areas, such 
as the defensive backfield, where only three 
scholarship players were available in the 
spring. Uncertainty clouds the special 


QUARTERBACK CLINT STOERNER IS 
A THIRD-YEAR STARTER AND PRESEASON 
ALL-SEC PICK IN SOME CIRCLES. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


field goal (Mississippi State loss) kept 
them out of Atlanta last season. 

The program is coming off its best 
season in 10 years, culminating in a Citrus 
Bowl trip (a 45-31 loss to Michigan) and 
9-3 record. All but one of the starting and 
backup offensive skill players return, along 
with a solid defensive nucleus. There are 
22 seniors. Everything that was unfamiliar 
to players under a new staff last year is 
now second nature. 

If there is one place where the season 
could turn, it is on the offensive line. Four 
starters are gone from a group that fea- 
tured 400-pound bench pressers, tough 
men who never missed a snap and who 
started a combined 138 games. 

Replacing them are talented players 
who are wearing about three shades of 
green. Nobody except right tackle Bobby 
Williams, a third-year starter, has logged 
significant time. 


aos CREA cKS 


TF i 
PLAYERS 10 W 


-erner, oe Kenoy ene, DE 3 cates, sate 


| elena arr 


_ POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Blocking. 


Coaches are banking on left tackle Cur- 
tis Sanders, left guard Shannon Money, cen- 
ter Kenny Sandlin, right guard John Geitner 
and Williams to see the line through. Jere- 
miah Washburn, who battled closely with 
Geitner, figures to see time, too. 

“We're all aware that everyone thinks 
we're the weak link,” Sandlin says. “I have 
total confidence in every one of us down 
there, | don’t think there’s going to be any 
letdown at all.” 

If the newcomers can simply minimize 
the letdown, then the rest of the offensive 
veterans should be able to make up for 
the blocking transition with skill, speed 
and experience. Six starters return, plus 
seven others who played often. 

The returning players accounted for 
36 of the 44 touchdowns last season, 97 
percent of the receiving yards and 58 per- 
cent of the rushing yards. 

Stoerner and split end Anthony Lucas 


“quick a and {salty y against the ru run. 


There's minimal experience up front. Also, 
depth in the secondary is so thin that an 
injury would force somebody onto the field 
who's never played a down in college. 


OVERVIEW: This is a program feeling sure 


— about itself, feeling like its headed i in the 
right direction, for the first time in 10 
years. If the line can | provide < any protec- | 
tion, then the Razorbacks should compete 
for the Western Division championship. 
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| Zak CLARK QB 


Nawe / Position a an Hich ScHoot / Couwece 
Kevin BAKER DB Mesq Mesquite 

Dave Campbell's Texas Football Redd salt Top 47 june in Texas All-District. 

Nathan BALL OL 6-5, 250 


Ranked No. 8 player in Arkansas by Ssitiep + Noe senior, had 13 reception, Ee 180 yards @ Had 28 
career receptions and scored three toucl 


Mark BOKERMANN OL 6-6, 310 St. Louis, MO DeSmet Jesuit 
SuperPrep rated No. 62 player in Midwest Region @ Ranked No. 21 offensive tackle nationally by The 
National Recruiting Advisor # First Down Recruiting Report rated No. 13 player in Missouri. 


Pade Ak Ameen + SuperP. Al cae Attic No, 2 quarterback ah by The 
Sporting News @ Rated No. 2 passing quarterback nationally by The The Natonol Recruiting Advisor, 

elmo Fool Super Team Al Al Soe Asa pa feiss ee econ a 

Rodney CLARK DL Elaine 


Elaine 
PrepStar All-SEC Region # Rated No a player in Arkansas by First Down Recruiting _ 


ked or k vs i be etn Fa ted een rack i 
Ranked No. 5 player in Arkansas by SuperPrep @ Pigskin Preps rated No. 11 passing oe a ick in SEC 
Region @ Completed 198 of 361 passes ay 360 yards and 21 touchdowns as a senior. 


Cedric COBBS 60,217 Little Rock 
Paro Al Aprcan © USA Tec second eam pbdon@ Seg Athen, rated No, 6 run- 
ning back nationally # Ranked No. 3 running back in SEC Region by Pigskin Preps. 


Scott DAVENPORT OL 61,290 Clarendon Clarendon 

Pigskin Bis ranked No. 8 offensive guard in SEC Region Rated No. 8 player in each by First Down 
Recruiting Report # Arkansas Democrat-Gazette Super Team. 

John GEITNER OL 6-5, 300 Healdsburg, CA Santa Rosa JC 

Enrolled at Arkonsas in January @ PrepStar junior college All:American # JC Gridwire preseason All: American. 
Sparky HAMILTON WR Lukin, TX lufkin 


Dave Campbell's Texas Football kd Ne No. 2 wide receiver in Texas @ Houston Chronicle Texas Top 100. 


en HAMLIN DB 63,185 oil ee ie <r 
Renied No Halen td ase: lion by Pigskin ted No, 24 Ca hold 
Tennessee @ As a senior, had 2,32: ig by Pan ta Beye ol teed 16 


Corey HARRIS DB “11, 200 Friendswood, TX Butler County CC 
PrepStar junior college All. Mactan Helped team to national j junior college championship @ Had nine 
interceptions as a rs toh to lead junior caaane nationally @ Returned two interceptions for touchdowns. 
Eddie JACKSON DB 

Rated No, 20 defensive back in Tae by Dave contains Texas bells Twotine ra, 

Bo LACY O! 


280 
Pigskin fear ranked No. 15 inti tackle in SEC foo Region @ Rated No. 10 wet in S beoa by First 
Down Recruiting Report. 


Ar LOOK die ala aii OREROIA 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece 


Caleb MILLER LB 4,200 Sulphur Springs, TX ulphur Springs 
All-State District Most Valuable Player @ Asa senior, had 143 tackles, seven sk s casued and five fum- 
bles recovered @ Had 970 yards a and scored 15 touchdowns # Academic All-State. 


Jeremy MYLES RB 6-0, 2 Bastrop 
Lovisiana Football second-team Su i ® Hod 76 and scored nine touchdowns as a 
senior @ Had 10 receptions for 20% yards and pier par tackles and two interceptions. 


Shelton PARKER DB , 175 Breaux Bridge, LA Breaux Bridge 
Rated No. 11 cornerback in SEC Resjon by Pigskin Preps # Louisiana Football second-team Super Team. 
Caleb PERR Arlington, TX Arlington 
Named Poets to Watch by bad sete Texas Football 
Jermaine PETTY 1B 240 Inman, SC Butler County CC 
ener junior cotens All. Alkarverice ¢ Helped team to national junior college championship # Had 62 
les, including 15 S behind the line of scrimmage, 7.5 quarterback sacks and four fumbles recovered. 


a en a en re 
‘on! lo. rin sas by Si Pigs! s ra sive in ion 
4 First Down inkjet Report ranked No. 5 homer in rg All-State # All-Conference. rg 


Justin SCOTT DE 6-3, 2 Gosnell Gosnell 
Pigskin Preps rated No, 23 defensive ai in SEC Region @ As a senior, had 170 tackles. 


Richard SMITH WR §11,1 Shreveport, LA Evangel Christ Christi 
Ranked No, 22 in Louisiana fp patios Supertrop ¢ Pigskin Preps rated No. 5 receiver in SEC = Region + 
Louisiana Foolbal Super Teom # Alona Joumal:Constiution Super Souther 100, 


Jonathan STRAIN TE 6-4, 2 Fayetteville ryae 
SuperPrep rated No. No, 3 ayer i in co @ Pigskin Preps ranked No. 7 tigi ee in SEC Region 
Arkansas Democrat Gazete Supe r Team @ As a senior, had 34 receptions for 3004 yards, 


Fred TALLEY RB 5.9, 176 Longview 
Ranked No, 42 in Texas by SuperPrep # + eke Moning News and Houston Chronicle Texas Top 
100 @ Had 1,373 Atal an cl RA cM Teh ar Sent db ho 


s rushing in final 
game of season @ As a junior, had 1,053 yards rushing # Had 1,500 yards rushing as a sophomore, 
| Keith TURNER DL New Orleans, LA Brother Martin 


6-3, 220 
| Louisiana Football honorable mention Super Team @ All-District @ Conference Defensive Most Valuable 
Player @ All-District @ As a senior, had 95 tackles, 12 quarterback sacks and seven passes broken up. 


WARREN LB $2, 2,225 Sulphu Sulphur 

No. 20 linebacker in SEC by Pigskin ‘. tee Football South Lovisiana Co-Defensive 
Went Valse Player @ All-State # eat eee @ Had 155 tackles as a senior. 
Boo WILUAMS WR 6-4, 225 Tallahassee, FL Coffeyville CC 


JC Gridwire All-American pie far junior college All-American Had 37 receptions ies 550 yards and 
scored four tou aS a sophomore. 


62,190 
7 strong safety in SEC 


Sl secant Hambu 
pee jon @ Rated No, Aisdac aoe 8) Fea Down 


ice hie diary aie ly iA pi 7 assists, and seven interception, 


| 
| 


\ 


| 


RESULTS — 


SCHEDULE 


(9-3, 6-2) PASSING Sept. 4 at SMU 
= ee — Att Comp Yarpos Pct - 
38 SW Lovisiana 17 Stoemer 3121672629 «53.5 26 BB Sept. 18 — NE Louisiana’* 
= Ee Jones 5 10 200 0 O = 
44 Southern Methodist 17 
a. RusHING Sept. 25 at Alabama 
42 Alabama 6 NAME No Yaros AvG Cees at Kentucky 
27 Kentucky 20 Chukwuma 149 58 62 8 ——$—$ 
: — Hill 160 2. ee Oct. 9 Middle Tennessee State 
23 _ Memphis 9 Ri ened ieee ae SS ae 
- — Branch 16 4.0 14 1 t. th lj 
4] South Carolina 28 Rerciinks aT eS SE = 
24 Auburn Oe | NAME No Ave lc 1D Oct. 30 Auburn _ 
? Lucas 43 23.3 87 10 oie ate eae 
Fase Mississippi 0 Williams 43 128 58 5 er SE 
Smith 25 14.9 44 2 
24 Tennessee 28 ae 33h Nov. ] mi Tennessee 
AL LSU 14 | Tackuss: Kennedy 67; Painter 46; Caver 44; Harris 42. N 7 t ISU “7 
CompUSA FLORIDA Crus BowL INTERCEPTIONS: Painter 5; Flowers 3; Barrett 3; Kennedy 2. aN 2 er 
ops QB Sacks: Garner 7; Hall 5; Mclain 5; Bradley 4; Lancaster 3. ae — A 
3] Michigan 45 Tacktes For Loss: Hall 11; Garner 10; McLain 9; Caver 9. Little Rock, AR 
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IN THE BACKFIELD, TAILBACK CHRYS CHUKWUMA HAS SPLIT TIME THE 
LAST THREE SEASONS AND FINALLY WILL START. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


should become the school’s career leaders in passing and receiv- 
ing, barring injuries. 

Stoerner threw 26 touchdowns with just eight interceptions 
last year, and even though he’s no sprinter, he eludes a pass rush 
better than any quarterback Arkansas has had this decade. Sto- 
emer knows the offense so well that coaches are prodding him to 
change more plays at the line. But his best attribute might be his 
toughness — not one missed play because of an injury in 33 
starts, never slow to pop up after a sack. 

“He’s like a piece of iron,” former center Grant Garrett says. 
“You can’t hardly hurt him.” 

Lucas provides Stoerner with an open target, often on deep 
routes. His career average of 20.6 yards per catch is testament to 
his speed and catching ability. He set the school season record 
with 1,004 yards last season but might not challenge the mark 
this season, if only because the receiver positions are deep with 
capable hands. 

Michael Williams returns. He actually led the team in catches 
— 44 to Lucas’ 43 — with precision route running and quickness. 
As many as 12 other receivers could make claims for playing 
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time. That’s no exaggeration. The positions are so crowded that 
coaches might redshirt senior Michael Snowden and sophomore 
Gerald Howard. 

And somehow coaches have to find a way to get the ball to 
6-7 tight end Joe Dean Davenport, whose soft hands played an 
important role off the bench in the basketball team’s run to the 
NCAA Tournament. His tag-team partner at tight end, Al 
Heringer, was unable to return after his knee cap did not respond 
well to rehabilitation following surgery in December. 

In the backfield, tailback Chrys Chukwuma has split time the 
last three seasons and finally will start. Physically, he is the kind of 
runner I-formation teams feature; fast and strong and rarely one 
to go down on first contact. 

The only knock on Chukwuma is his mental conditioning. He 
tends to ask to be pulled after a couple of series but is capable of 
much more, as he showed in a 29-carry, 166-yard game against LSU. 

“We know he can do it,” Nutt says. “We've just got to get 
him in tune to doing it the whole time. He’s been a little injury 
prone, too. I think sometimes he gets a little gun shy [about play- 
ing time].” 

Enough carries will be left over for somebody to help. It 
might be Mike Jenkins, a transfer from Wyoming. “He’s a stick of 
dynamite,” Nutt says. 

It might be Rod Stinson, Alvin Ray or Eric Branch, all of whom 
have started at some point in their careers. Or it very well could 
be true freshman Cedric Cobbs, a Parade All-American from Little 
Rock who is the best running back prospect the program has 
signed in five years. 

Nathan Norman and Marvin Caston will share time at fullback 
again. It’s mostly been a blocking position, but Nutt wants to use 
the fullbacks more in the passing game. 

Unlike the offense’s predicament on the line, the defense does 
not have an area where near-wholesale remodeling is required. 

What the defense does have is six returning starters, includ- 
ing free safety Kenoy Kennedy, who's being compared to former 
Razorback and Pro Bowler Steve Atwater. Four other players who 
saw significant time also are back to help to run the eight-man 
front that favors speed over size. Blitzes and man-to-man pass 
coverage make the scheme work. 

Kennedy led the team in tackles (95) and not because ball 
carriers were breaking into the secondary. Arkansas ranked sixth 
nationally against the run. The more confidence co-coordinator 
Keith Burns gained in his cornerbacks man-to-man coverage, the 
more he allowed Kennedy to set up close to the line. 

A few more interceptions than the two he had last year 
would make Kennedy's comparisons to Atwater complete. 

“| think he’s got the potential to be an All-American,” 

Burns says. 

David Barrett returns at one cornerback spot and Harold Har- 
ris fills the other vacated by Orlando Green, who flunked out, but 
might be able to regain his eligibility by the fall. 

Burns’ primary concern is getting the most out of the rover 
position again. Rover is part linebacker and part free safety. All- 
SEC pick Zac Painter, who completed his eligibility, had his hand 
in more plays than any defender last season. Jeremiah Harper is 
the leading candidate to replace him. 

“There are two positions in our defense that really require a 
lot of thinking and a lot of adjusting on the move and that’s the 
rover and bandit positions,” Burns said. 

That's why Burns is glad to have Jeromy Flowers back at ban- 
dit, a strong safety sort who takes on more runs than the rover. 

Flowers has help from the linebackers, where three of the top 
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Pos. Class Hr. HOMETOWN Pos, Class 


RB Or WR So 
Po  % 
Joe Boley CS SN 190 Ausin, X Ryon Lee KS 60 205 ithe Rock 
87 Eliot Bomes Bf 62 228 Lite Reck 23. Tony Lockhart DB So Gl (193—Beebe 
18 David Borret @  S& 510 195 Oxeoh 39 Huber loudemik © WR & 511 178 Skigor 
31 D’Andce Berry CS 59 180 Houston, IX 80. Anhony Lucas WR & 63 198 Toklch,lA 
7 Brie Bronch % + 60 24 Dolos,IX 50. Esrom Morinez 1B So 60 237 Woloco, IK 
9 Chris Brooks Dh So &4 278 Newton, IX 15 Jared McBride QB So 6d (189 Noshvlle 
2B Jermaine Brooks Dh fr 63 270 R Cucamonga, CA ‘Adom MeForlane DBO ~=—«59 206 Benlonile 
Mot Bursiein WR ot 57 172 Orlando, AL 58 Josh Melon CF 64 289 Botesile 
8 Steadman Campbell WR fr 58 155. Fayetevile 61 Shannen Money O So 64 296 Cony 
33. Marvin Casion RB Se «G0 284 Winnsboro, LA “2h Rossi Morrede WR oS S11 168 RSmih 
53 Qventon Cover Bk 65 227 Anson, AL 5 Ontroio Moss ® & 59 185 leo 
25 Chris Chalmers 510 186 Rogen 83 Comey Muldrew WR fr 62205 Hope 
22 Cheys Chukwumo RB Sr 1207 _ Montgomery, AL 47 Nothan Norman RS = 60238 dackson, MO 
9 DJ. Cooper DL S63 278 Mesquite, TX Chris Norwood FS So S10 185 VonBuen 
&% Tim Craig T  &« 66 255 PreBbi Tota Owenby CS 510 186 Greenwood 
42 Adam Daily %® of 61 246 Alm 95 Marcalus Pydras TE Fr 64 288 Houston, IK 
85 JoeDeon Davenpot —«TE:=Cs«Sr«=Ss 7257 Springdale 35 Gront Prot P ok) 1 190Smth 
~ NorzollDavenpod = ssWRSOSoSB O19 Lithe Rock Lance Prunee OL So 62 300 Soom Springs 
94 Cut Davis Dh So 63 27h Monree, lA 3 Avia Roy RB So «59197 Dolls, 1K 
98 ExckilDois  O Fr 62 260 Houston, IX 20 fim Ed Reed Bok 62 209 Springdole 
“59 Brian Deon SNS S11 235 Corpus Christ, TX “67 Nel Rinehart SN Fr 62.218 Ruston lA 
DorickDickenon WR So S11_179_ Mamphis, IN Chod Royal So 510 201 OmCh, 1X 
17 Tony Dodson K& 59172 Wagoner, OK 13 John Rutledge CS 61 195 Seay 
30. Jeremy Flowers DBS 60 200. Atinghon, TX 70 Cutis Sonders O S& 65 313 Codvon,GA 
Josh Folica DB So. 59 190 VonBoren 57 Kenny Sandin CS 63 295 VonBuren 
"26 Desmond Garcia oF 60 220. kin, IK 73. Bret Shoclley Ok 68 32 Commy 
1 Randy Gomer OX k 64 250 Adoni, 1x TC. Cy Bok 510 218 | Genty 
John Geiner OL 64 293 Heoksburg, CA Darrell Sith ok 511 170 Pahokee, FL 
55 Carls Hall D So 64 256 Marioma 81 Emonuel Smith WR & 61 223 Clinton, NS 
V1 RobbyHompion ——«GB_sfr_—«&:2 232M Poss, IX 2 Wichoel Sowden = WR ~—«63.210 Newelhon, LA 
~ MatHormon WR i 60 175. Corrolhon, TX 19 Red Sénson Bo 59 202 Pine Bul 
32. Jeremiah Horpar 0k «S10 (180 Mayflower 14 Ghat Stoemer QBS 62 210 Baytown, TK 
2 Harold Hori @ % 51) 192 Moke Russell Sroet RBS 61 202 GrordPraire, TX 
45. Jrnel Hors BO 51) 226 Dahon, Al 56 Scot Sommers TE of 61 244 Dolls, X 
"76 Gory Hobbs OL So 66 295 Fort Smith “16 Grant Sumner GB So 62 212 Dos, IX 
63 Raymond House “Df 63 238 LileRock 78. Dovid Tumer OL fr 2266 Memphis, IN 
4 GeodHoword WR So 58185 Dolls TK 68 JereichWostbum OL Sr} 303 _—Faytvile 
Mike Jenkins %B  & $7 207 Copetina,CA 65 la! Zervs White OS 64 305 Corolhon, T 
38 Derick Johnion BS 61 203 Dencon, OK Brien Wiley SN ok 62 20 Coney 
6 Chadd ones Bk 60219 Neate, MO 8 Bebby Wilms OLS 64 325 seeron, TK 
8 1.tones BS = 60 240 Mogroia “84 Michoel Waioms WR & 510 172 Bost lA 
2 Kerwy Kennedy St) 203 ‘Terrell IX $3 JemmeWikomen OO fr 62 240 Ruhie 
“Ab Deloncey Kent BOSe G21) Mowwee, lA = 
36 Morgon Keyes RB Ok «60 24k LtleRock Roster ond depth chart subject lo change. 


QB Clint Stoerner, Sr*/Robby Hampton, Fr 
TB Chrys Chukwuma, Sr/Mike Jenkins, Sr 
“FB Nathan Norman, Sr*/Marvin Caston, Sr 
WR Anthony Lucas, Sr*/Hubert Loudermilk, Sr 
WR Michael Williams, Sr*/Emanuel Smith, Sr 
TE Joe Dean Davenport, Sr*/Marcellus Poydras 
“i Curtis Sanders, Sr/Shannon Money, So 
LG Shannon Money, So/La'Zerius White, So 
Cc Kenny Sandlin, So/Josh Melton, Fr 
RG Jeremiah Washburn, Sr/John Geitner, Jr 
Bobby Williams, Sr*/Brett Shockley, Jr 
Tony Dodson, Sr/Mike Swartz, Jr 


Randy Garner, Jr*/Sacha Lancaster, So 
OT D.J. Cooper, Sr/Jermaine Brooks, Fr 
NG Chris Brooks, So/Curt Davis, Fr 
DE Carlos Hall, So/Raymond House, Fr 
‘LB Jamel Harris, Sr*/Delancey Kent, Sr 
LB = Quenton Cover, Jr/J.J. Jones, Sr* 
ROV = Jeremiah Harper, Jr/Ontraia Moss, Sr 
BAN _—_Jeromy Flowers, Sr*/Desmond Garcia, Fr 
cB David Barrett, Sr*/Corey Harris, Jr 
cB Harold Harris, So/' ‘Corey Harris, ir 
FS Kenoy Kennedy, Sr*/Joe Bailey, Sr 


Chris Akin, Sr*/Grant Pruitt, Jr 
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ssistant coach Danny Nutt, younger 

brother of head coach Houston 

Nutt, was trying to regain a full 
work schedule by August, after having 
surgery to stop bleeding near his brain 
stem last Dec. 30. Nutt, 38, rejoined the 
team in late March. 

While he was recovering, Nutt experi- 
enced temporary blindness, deafness and 
paralysis on the left side of his body. His 
hearing still was limited during the spring 
and his left eye was blurry. 

When Nutt complained to his doctor 
about shaking in his left arm, the doctor 
said, “Listen, boy, most people come out 
of there blind and paralyzed.” 

“They said I’m a walking miracle,” 
Nutt said. 

e Arkansas has split its home games 
between Fayetteville and Little Rock since 
1948, but university officials were consid- 
ering playing more games at the on-cam- 
pus site, Razorback Stadium, after it is 
expanded from 50,000 to 72,000 capac- 
ity by the 2000 season. It’s an issue that 
riled long-time supporters in the state’s 
central and south parts because they like 
the travel convenience of Little Rock 
games. Fayetteville is in the state’s north- 
west corner. UA will net an extra $1.5 
million per sold-out game — more than 
double its current take — when it plays in 
the enlarged venue. 

¢ No. 2 quarterback was the most 
hotly contested spot during the spring, 
and Robby Hampton emerged as Clint 
Stoerner’s backup. Hampton is a 23-year 
old redshirt freshman, who played four 
years of minor league baseball before 
coming to Arkansas. Parade All-American 
Gary Brashears, who completed high 
school early and enrolled in January, 
showed a powerful and accurate arm in 
moving past three other scholarship play- 
ers for the No. 3 spot. 

¢ Coaches regard the receiver posi- 
tions so loaded that they might redshirt 
senior Michael Snowden and sophomore 
Gerald Howard. 

¢ Assistant coach Bobby Allen likes to 
use a four-man rotation at the two line- 
backer positions and he found a fourth in 
senior Delancey Kent to join three return- 
ing starters. Kent, who previously saw 
mostly special teams play, finally started 
playing with the aggressiveness that the 
position demands. 

— Scott Cain 
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ANTHONY LUCAS LED THE SEC WITH AN 
AVERAGE OF 23.3 YARDS PER CATCH. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


ARKANSAS 


Defenses Looking for Ways to Stop Lucas 


efenses have tried, but have not 
Di a complete solution to 

Arkansas split end Anthony 
Lucas, who led the SEC with an aver- 
age of 23.3 yards per catch. 

Even though he missed one game 
with an injury, Lucas set the school sin- 
gle-season record for receiving yards 
(1,004) and touchdowns (10). He 
enters his senior season needing 388 
yards to break the career mark. He 
already holds the all-time receiving 
touchdowns record of 18. 

So what's the best way to defend Lucas? 
Receivers coach Fitz Hill recommends against 
lining up tight where Lucas can blow by the 
cornerback or is strong enough to ae off 
contact. When quarterback Clint Stoerner 
sees that kind a coverage, he almost always 
changes the play to send Lucas deep. 

“Anybody in the country would be 
stupid not to do it, as much success as 
he’s had,” Stoerner says. 

The defender might be better served lin- 
ing up with an 8- or 10-yard cushion. 

Of course, that’s what SMU tried. 
Lucas took a short pass, the cornerback 
took a bad angle trying to break on the 
pass and Lucas raced 87 yards for a 


touchdown on the game’s first play. 

Ole Miss and Tennessee tried to 
cover Lucas man-to-man, and he 
zapped the Rebels for 177 yards and 
two touchdowns and the Vols for 172 
yards and two scores. 

Double coverage helps, but at least 
three other receivers have proven they 
can break big plays when Lucas is 
hounded. 

Then there’s always the aggressive 
approach — tackle him. 

Mississippi State coach Jackie Sher- 
rill admitted his defensive backs were 
instructed to mug Lucas before the ball 
arrived if he beat them. Officials called 
three pass interference penalties and 
Lucas still caught four passes for 94 
yards and a touchdown. 

Most defensive backs simply can’t 
handle Lucas’ combination of speed 
(4.39 seconds in the 40-yard dash for 
NFL scouts last year) and size (6-3, 
196 pounds). 

“The big thing is he plays that 
way,” strength and conditioning coach 
Don Decker says. “Some guys run 4.4 
on pro day, but when they put the pads 
on they don’t play that way.” Q 


four players return in Jame! Harris, J.J. 
Jones and Quenton Caver. 

Harris was lightly recruited out of 
Dothan, Ala. An Alabama assistant coach 
paid Harris the ultimate compliment when 
he told him after Arkansas’ 42-6 victory 
that he had proven the Tide wrong for not 
recruiting him. 

“He’s got a motor and runs hard to 
the football,” Razorbacks assistant Bobby 
Allen says. 

Three starters are gone on the defen- 
sive line, but rebuilding is not necessary. 
Assistant Bill Keopple rotated his two- 
deep consistently, so the underclassmen 
are ready to step in. 

Defensive end Randy Garner is back 
and is the leader up front with tackle D.]. 
Cooper. Carlos Hall, who tied for the team 
lead in tackles for lost yardage (11), fills 
the rush end spot. Chris Brooks takes over 
at nose guard. 

Sacha Lancaster, Jermaine Brooks, Curt 
Davis, Raymond House and Jermyne 
Williamson will share time with the starters. 
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“In this league, it's so physical, it’s so 
tough, that if you're not two deep up 
front it’s scary,” Keopple says. 

Lancaster played only about 10 or 15 
plays a game late last season, but he did 


N THIS LEAGUE, 
IT’S SO PHYSICAL, 
IT’S SO TOUGH, 


THAT IF YOURE NOT TWO 
DEEP UP FRONT IT’S SCARY,” 
KEOPPLE SAYS. 


enough to earn the coaches’ respect. 

“He may have been our most produc- 
tive guy,” Burns says. “By that, | mean if 
he played nine plays, he probably made a 
tackle on six of them. We have to look at 
that and get the guy on the field.” 


Coaches are not as firm about the key 
special teams spots. They were looking for a 
kicker between Eric Parks and Tony Dodson 
during the spring. Also, punter Chris Akin 
left his job open to a challenge from Grant 
Pruitt and true freshman Richie Butler. 

Once the questions are answered, the 
Razorbacks will have to deal with a sched- 
ule that takes them on the road three of 
the first four games, including at Alabama 
and at Kentucky. 

Another bowl trip is a realistic goal. If 
it happens, it will be another piece in the 
building process. 

“To me, you're not ever all the way 
back unless you can say ‘next’ at every 
position,” says Nutt, who likes to contrast 
the program with Arkansas’ Citrus Bowl 
opponent. “We couldn't say ‘next’ at 
quarterback. You couldn't say ‘next’ right 
down the line. Michigan can. They can go 
out there and scrimmage every day and 
not even flinch, ‘You got hurt? Too bad. 
Next.’ We can’t do that.” 

— Scott Cain 
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AY 
ed 


hen Tommy Tuberville came to 
Ole Miss in 1995, he found a 
team beaten, bruised and bat- 


tered by a prolonged NCAA investigation, 
a contentious coaching change and too 
many losses. 

When he came to Auburn last 


AUBURN 


TIGERS 


we had a good plan, we stuck with the 
plan. We stayed with the plan, we 
recruited with it, we stayed positive and 
we made it work. Now we've got to do it 
again. It’s going to be a little tougher, 
because the schedule is so tough and the 
expectations are higher.” 


wanted Auburn to hire former defensive 
coordinator Bill “Brother” Oliver or former 
Auburn star Pat Sullivan, the off-season 
didn’t offer many positives. But Tuberville 
faced steep obstacles when he arrived at 
Ole Miss, and his relentless optimism 
played a major role in the Rebels’ surpris- 


Tigers Get An Attitude Adjustment on the Road Back 


November, Tuberville encountered a team 
beaten, bruised and battered by a lengthy 
list of off-field controversies, a contentious 
coaching change and too many losses. 

For all the similarities between the 
two situations, one shared condition 
stands out above all the others. Like the 
Rebels he inherited, Tuberville’s Tigers are 
in desperate need of something positive. 

“They're hungry,” Tuberville says 
of his Tigers. “They understand they 
don’t want to go through what they did 
last year.” 

That's a step in the right direction, but 
the Tigers and their fans also need to 
understand this: the current status of 
Auburn's football program may be a lot 
closer to last year’s 3-8 record than 
1997's Western Division championship. 

The Tigers enter the 1999 season 
without a proven quarterback, tailback, or 
go-to receiver, and Auburn faces one of 
the nation’s most difficult schedules, with 
eight games against 1998 bowl teams, 
including road games at Tennessee, LSU, 
Arkansas and Georgia. 

“It's going to be challenge; | don’t 
think there’s any doubt we're behind the 
eight-ball right now,” Tuberville said. 
“We've got some players, but we don’t 
have as many as it takes to be successful 
as we want to be right now. 

“But at Ole Miss, the reason we were 
successful is because when we went there 


GABE GROSS WAS JUST A TRUE FRESHMAN 
WHEN HE STEPPED INTO THE STARTING 
LINEUP, AND HE SPENT MOST OF HIS 
SIX STARTS LEARNING ON THE RUN 
AND RUNNING FROM TROUBLE. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


1999 


The expectations at Auburn may be 
higher, but on the other hand, the 
resources are deeper and the possibilities 
are bigger and better. 

“At Auburn, the sky is the limit,” 
Tuberville said. “We've got everything we 
need here to win a championship.” 

Unfortunately for Tuberville, the skies 
above Auburn are still foreboding follow- 
ing a fall of failure and a winter of discon- 
tent. Between the controversial 
mid-season resignation of former coach 
Terry Bowden, the questions surrounding 
the imposing power of Auburn booster 
Robert Lowder, Auburn's decision to 
buy out of its 1999 season opener at 
Florida State and wide receiver Clifton 
Robinson's arrest on second-degree rape 
charges, Auburn became a magnet for 
negative publicity. 

For a coach who is still attempting 
to sell himself to skeptical fans who 


at a glance 


ing turnaround. 

The Tigers appeared to buy into 
Tuberville’s approach during winter condi- 
tioning and spring practice, despite a 
demanding regime run by new strength 
and conditioning coach Kevin Yoxall, 
who left UCLA for a $95,000-per-year 
contract and the challenge of transforming 
Auburn into one of the SEC's best condi- 
tioned teams. 

“It was rough,” defensive end 
Marcus Washington said. “But | think 
coach Yoxall is the biggest thing that has 
happened to us. You could see the team 
pulling together.” 

Yoxall improved Auburn’s physical 
and mental condition with a rigorous run- 
ning program that forced the Tigers to go 
further than they had gone under the pre- 
vious staff, even if it meant spilling their 
guts between sprints. That attitude contin- 
ued into the spring, when the coaches 


1998: 3-8 Overall; 1-7 SEC (6th West} 

COACH: Tommy Tuberville — At Auburn: 
First Year; Overall: 25-20, 4 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 8 Offense, 
8 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Heath Evans, 
OT Jeno James, DE Leonardo Carson, DT 
Jimmy Brumbaugh, DE Marcus Washington 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defense 
has a solid foundation built on Carson and 
Brumbaugh, PK Rob Bironas gives Auburn 
a chance to score and Evans gives the 
Tigers some muscle and flexibility. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Tigers - 
have deep concerns about the offensive 
skill positions, especially at receiver, and 
quality depth is a big question throughout 
the depth chart. 

OVERVIEW: A coaching change, an atti- 
tude adjustment and some talented defen- 
sive players should make the Tigers more 
competitive this fall, but a tough schedule, 
the lack of proven offensive players and a 
general lack of depth and experience sug- 
gests Auburn's record might not be 
much better. 
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IGERS*RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hicu Scuoot / Couece 
Ryan BUSHEY DE 6-5, 255 Manchester, CT Millord Prep 

Two-year starter @ As a senior, had 100 tackles and nine quarterback sacks. 

Clay CLEVELAND TE 6-4, 240 Daphne 


Daphne 
SuperPrep rated No. 90 player in Dixie Region @ Three-year starter # Had 21 receptions for 250 yards and 
scored two touchdowns as a senior # Caught four two-point conversion passes. 


Monreko CRITTENDEN OL 6-6, 310 Montgomery St. Jude 

Huntsville Times ranked No. 9 player in Alabama @ All-State Three-year starter @ Graded over 90 percent 
on offensive blocking assignments # As a senior, had 78 tackles and five quarterback sacks. 

fen DANIELS WR 6-3, 215 Lake Wales, FL Lake Wales 

Parade All-American Played three years of professional baseball in the Montreal Expos farm system 
SuperPrep rated No. 10 player in Florida @ Originally signed with Florida State. 


Phillip GARGIS QB 6-1, 190 Birmingham Homewood 
SuperPrep Dixie 117 Team @ All-State @ As a senior, had 2,023 yards passing and 19 touchdowns. 
Rashard GILYARD DB 5-11, 195 Jacksonville, FL White 


SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 14 defensive back nationally # Ranked No. 8 defensive back nationally 
by The National Recruiting Advisor @ Rated No. 1 strong safety in the South by Pigskin Preps @ All-State. 


Steve GOULA OL 6:6, 285 Mobile Murphy 
SuperPrep Dixie Top 100 Mobile Press-Register rated No. 13 prospect in Alabama ¢ All-State. 


Deandre GREEN WR 6-2, 210 Prichard Blount 

All-American, ranked No. 5 receiver nationally # Only (pore in Alabama named to The Sporting 
News National Top 100 @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100. 
Detron HARRIS WR 6-2, 170 Atlanta, GA Westlake 
Rated No. 75 player in Dixie Region by SuperPrep @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 
Had 33 receptions for 562 yards and four touchdowns as a senior @ Had 411 yards rushing on 18 carries. 


Brandon JOHNSON FB/LB 6:0, 225 Bayou La Batre Alma Bryant 
SuperPrep ranked No. 48 player in Dixie Region @ Mobile Press-Register Offensive Player of the Year @ All- 
State As a senior, had 1,335 yards rushing and scored 17 touchdowns. 


Robert JOHNSON TE 6-6, 255 vomenay Jelf Davis 
SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 3 tight end nationally # Attanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 
Birmingham News Super Senior # Huntsville Times ranked No. 3 player in Alabama. 


Joris MeINTYRE WR 6-1, 200 Tampo, FL Catholic 
Ranked among Southeast Top 20 in athlete category by The National Recruiting Advisor @ All-State. 
DeMarco MeNEIL DL 6-1, 300 Prichard Blount 


USA Today second team All-American # SuperPrep All-American @ Ranked No. 2 nose tackle nationally by 
The National Recruiting Advisor # Alabama Mr. Football, first lineman to earn the honor. 


Casinious MOORE RB 6-0, 195 Anniston Anniston 
The National Recruiting Advisor rated No. 12 running back in the South # SuperPrep rated No. 44 player in 
Dixie Region @ Birmingham News preseason ranked No. | player in Alabama, 


Nane / Posmion Size HOMETOWN Hich Scuoot / Coutece 
Dexter MURPHY DE 6-2, 240 LaGrange, GA LaGrange 

All-Region on offense and defense @ Three-year starter on offense and two-year starter on defense. 

Michael OWENS RB 60, 212 Tuscumbia Deshler 


SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 25 running back nationally @ PrepStar Dream Team, ranked No. 3 back 
in Southeast Region # Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Birmingham News Alabama 
Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 2,126 yards rushing and scored 31 touchdowns. 


Don PAGE DE 6-3, 230 Foley Foley 
SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 3 defensive lineman in Alabama @ All-State. 
Phillip PATE LB 6-2, 190 
Ranked among Top 4 strong safeties in Southeast 


Mark PERA OL 6-6, 290 Memphis, TN University 
PrepStar ranked No. 2 offensive lineman in Tennessee # Rated No. | lineman in Tennessee by Pigskin Preps 
 SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 54 player in Dixie Region @ Two-time All-State. 


Birmingham Erwin 
by The National Recruiting Advisor # Four-year starter. 


Trayaris ROBINSON WR 5-10, 170 Miami, FL Coral Park 
Pigskin Preps rated No. 8 cornerback in the South @ Ranked No. 10 comerback in the South by PrepStar # 
Three-year starter @ Had 49 receptions for 860 yards and scored 15 touchdowns as a senior. 


Ronald SAMUEL OL 6-3, 260 Columbus, GA Hardaway 
Ranked No, 16 offensive lineman nationally by The National Recruiting Advisor # All-State. 
Stanford SIMMONS DB 63,195 Ashland Clay County 


Parade All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ Helped team to three consecutive 
state championships @ Had 71 tackles and eight interceptions as a senior # Participated in Spring drills. 


Dontarrious THOMAS LB 6-3, 190 Perry, GA Perry 
All-State @ Played linebacker, defensive back, receiver and quarterback @ As a senior, had 78 tackles, 
including 50 solo, and six interceptions, including one retumed for touchdown @ Three-sport athlete. 


Allen TILLMAN QB 6-2, 190 Newton, MS Newton 
PrepStar rated No. 15 quarterback in Southeast Region # Rated No. 4 pro-style quarterback in Southeast by 
The National Recruiting Advisor @ Jackson Clarion-ledger Dandy Dozen ¢ All-State. 


Reggie TORBOR RB 6-2, 225 Baton Rouge, LA lee 
SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 1 fullback in Louisiana @ Pigskin Preps rated No. 12 running back in 
the South @ Four-year starter # As a senior, had 1,241 yards rushing and scored 14 touchdowns. 


bla VICKERS D8 6-1, 205 Athens Athens 
Rated No. 15 athlete in Southeast Region by PrepStar # SuperPrep ranked No. 61 player in Dixie Region # 
Huntsville Times Elite 11 @ All-State @ Had 51 tackles and six interceptions as a senior. 


Frank WALKER DE 6-4, Columbus, GA Hardaway 
All-Chattahoochee Valley # As a senior, had 80 tackles and five quarterback sacks # Had 21 receptions for 
| 359 yards and scored five touchdowns @ Lettered in football, basketball, track and soccer. 


Marcel WILLIS WR 6-1, 185 Jacksonville, FL Sandalwood 
Florida Times-Union Super 24 @ SuperPrep Florida 85 Team @ All-Conference @ All-District. 


ALOOKOATHHEMIGERS: 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(3-8, 1-7) PASSING _ as Sept. 4 Appalachian State 
Comp Yarps Pct TD Inr — 
0 Virginia 19 88 1222 447 7 12 Sept. 11 Idaho 
Leard 114 54. 703 47.4 #4 7 = 
17 Mississippi 0) RUSHING Sept. 18 at LSU 
YarDs Sane 
19 bu : = 31 “ ire 153 5 Sept. 25 — Mississippi 
9 Tennessee 17 Carter ~ 109 406 37 49 2 —— 
— : Gross 70 7) MY cen ee Oct. 2 at Tennessee 
21 Mississippi State 38 Pennington _13 0 = ; : 
RECEIVING Oct. 9 Mississippi State 
3. Florida 24 ee 
<= == = Ee Oct. 16 Florida 
32 Louisiana Tech 7" ociey < Oo TE Si oo ees am - 
= | ‘0! inson 4 672 16.0 49 0 
ie =o oA aes 10 SS eR Genk Oct. 30 at Arkansas 
te ty ve a» | Burks 9 58 6.4 SO enh : : 
10 — Central Florida 6 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Ney 6 Central Florida 
WA Georgia 28 TAckLs: Pate 61; Ware 57; Nolan 46; Carson 45. Nov. 13 at Georgia 
a _ A —_ InteRcePTIONS: Casher 3; Bray 3; Ware 3; Fields 2; Pate 2. es 
17 Alabama 31 QB Sacks: Carson 7; Dorsey 4; Washington 4; Reese Sed Noy. 20 Alabama 
Tacktes For Loss: Dorsey 18; Carson 14; Reese 8; Washington 8. 
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ALL-SEC DEFENSIVE END LEONARDO CARSON 
UP FRONT IN AUBURN’S NEW 4-3 SCHEME. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


took full advantage of every contact day by pushing their players 
to the limit. 

“It’s going to be a different atmosphere here,” Tuberville said. 
“I’m not sure exactly what the atmosphere was here before, but | 
do know we're going to create a different atmosphere based on a 
strong work ethic and a positive attitude, so a lot of these guys 
are just going to have to grow up. 

“| don't know how good we're going to be, but one thing 
we are going to do is we're going to learn how to work. We 
need guys who want to be here, guys we can count on, guys 
who are committed.” 

Unfortunately for Tuberville, commitment might not be 
enough to overcome a lack of talent, depth, or experience at 
some critical spots. Most of those problems center on the 
offense, where the Tigers return more questions than starters. 

“Our offensive line struggled last year, but it comes back 
pretty much intact and they've got some experience, so they 
should be better,” Tuberville said. “But there’s no doubt our skill 
players are going to have to be better. They're going to have to 
raise the level of their play for us to be able to run this offense the 
way we need to.” 

The questions surrounding the skill players start at quarter- 
back, where the Tigers lack any proven candidates. Junior Ben 
Leard started the first five games of the 1998 season, but lost his 
job under an avalanche of turnovers, ugly losses and a lack of run 
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support. Gabe Gross was just a true freshman when he stepped 
into the starting lineup, and he spent most of his six starts learn- 
ing on the run and running from trouble. 

Talented true freshman Allen Tillman will join the program in 
August, but for now the battle appears to be between Leard and 
Gross, who spent most of the spring playing baseball for Aubum 
and participating in football practice when he was available. 

“We're very concerned about our quarterback situation,” 
Tuberville said. “We're running a different offense than they ran 
here before. We're going to run the ball, but we're also going to 
have a short passing game, and it’s a little more complex than 
they're used to. 

“But the problem is we don’t have a proven quarterback, and 
it takes only one or two small mistakes to end a drive or turn the 
ball over, and it starts with the quarterback. Until we find out 
about the quarterback, we're really going to have to live and die 
off our running game. 

“But our second-biggest question is at running back, so 
we've got a long way to go on offense.” 

The running game has been a huge problem for Auburn over 
the last two seasons, with just 73.8 yards per game in 1997 and 
93.8 yards per game in ‘98. For the new offense to work, Auburn 
will need to do a lot better than last season's 2.6 yards per carry 
and six rushing touchdowns. 

For now, the top candidates for the tailback job appear to be 
junior Demontray Carter and sophomores Heath Evans and 
Michael Burks. They've all shown flashes of talent, but none of the 
three has sustained anything credible. 

“Heath Evans is probably one of the hardest workers I've ever 
been around,” Tuberville said, “so we're going to give him a 
chance to play running back and fullback, and give him a chance 
to run the ball and catch some balls, too. 

“The other two guys, Michael Burks and Demontray Carter, 
are different. They're more elusive than Heath, and we need that 
dimension. We need some diversity in the backfield. But | want 
to see from these guys whether or not they’re ready to go to war. 
That's something we still need to find out.” 

The Tigers need those answers as soon as possible, 
because they are dangerously thin at receiver, especially with 
the possible loss of Robinson and his 42 receptions in '98. Of 
the top six receivers in Auburn's three-receiver offense, only 
Markeith Cooper played any significant minutes in '98, catching 
just five passes. 

Former Parade All-American selection Ronney Daniels signed 
with Auburn in February and participated in spring football, but he 
hasn't played in a football game since 1995 after spending three 
seasons playing minor league baseball and failing to qualify after 
originally signing in 1998. Two other signees, Jeris Mcintyre or 
Travaris Robinson, also could make an immediate impact. 

“We don’t want to build our team on freshmen,” Tuberville 
said, “but we're going to have to play some freshmen.” 

Fortunately for Tuberville, he probably won't have to play any 
true freshmen on the offensive line. Then again, the Tigers said 
that last year and went through six centers because of injuries and 
defections, and ended up playing true freshman Ben Nowland. If 
Auburn can avoid some of the unique problems that hurt the 
offensive line in '98, the Tigers should be better up front with the 
return of experienced starters such as tackles Jeno James and 
Colin Sears, guards Mike Pucillo and Kendall Simmons, center 
Cole Cubelic and tight ends Jack Schwieger and Reid Tankersley. 

But even if the offensive line makes considerable improve- 
ment, the Tigers will have to depend on the other side of the line. 
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~AUBURN~ 


Pos. Cass Hr. Wr. Pos. Class HT. . HOMETOWN 
23 Dedrick Agee WR fr 511175 _Birminghom 45 Cufislee = RB Fr = S11 208 echsonvle, A 
12__Joceb Allen OB Fr 60 190 _Birdgepor, IX ~ 92 Poul timboogh Dk 62247 Millbrook 
9 Ierome Anderson SSS 6192 Ozark 43 Alextincoln Bok 61 24) Mebie 
39.__Darren Anthony OK Fr 61206 hos Abs, CA AT Vichodl lindsey TE Fr G4 263 Tucker, GA 
ijt Asoda Bk 59 218 Coral Springs, AL Derek Magwood DK Fr 63 245 Pooler,GA 
67 Marcus Autry OL ke 4335 Porooc, MS 91 Robert Malone DF 6d 266 Prichard 
48 Brandon Boker fr Sil 195 Niks,M 36 Sormy Manno P So 59 188 Montgomery 
~ 98 Jeremy Borks Ok 63 276 Pohokee FL 75 Hart McGarry OS 65 282 Prothile 
87 Dave Beasley (BS 62 224 Brentwood, IN 70 TJ. Meers Ok 66 320 Mariel, GA 
29 Gary Beck B Fr 60 212 _Foshope 62 Rusty Milseod Tf 6&1 287 Bimingom 
16 Rober Bironas Kk 60197 Goshen, KY —2 NexMoore BF S22 _Loke Man, FL 
52 Mark Brown 1B Ft & 1-227 Germantown, IN 40 Taylor Mosley PK 60 185 Jasper 
96 Jimmy Brumboogh —DL_Sr_&1_294_Keystone Height, FL 53_JefreyMouton SN Fr S11 222 Dawicn _ 
Michoo Bucks RB So__S11_ 22 __Keoner,tA 57 _RickMundy WBF G28 Baler 
BenBuret = WR Fr 57161 Aubum 13. Aniwoine Nolan CB ~=—59 188 Newnan,GA 
Jomes Caller BS 60 220 Miomi,FL 57 _ Ben Nowland C Fr «62-285 ‘Ponte Vedro, FL 
95 leonardoConon OLS «63282 Nobile 31 RobPoe = SS rk SG 3201 Birmingham 
| Demeniray Corer RB S10. 187 Persoxcl, 39 Jeremy Paterson WR fr_—5-11_‘181_Roonoke 
Tim Carter WR fr 60 184 St. Pelenburg, FL 4) CencodePenningon RBS 58108 ‘Troy 
24 omy Coser CBr = S174 Madison 68 TJ. Perine DKF S11 269 Prichard 
64 Tim Castro OL 4 310 Wehumpka 11 Richord Philips SS Fr 60 200 ackson 
29 hrisCouey WR fr S114 Madison 25 Damon Posel RB sFr_— 6.0 202 Bkdwin FL 
97 Roderick Chambers OL ok 62262 Eula ~ 41 TovonevsPounds 1B So 60240 Villa Rico, GA 
74 Wiliam Cin Ck G2 289 Opeth 56 _ Robbie Presley SN Fr 60 226 _Tollasee 
28 _Joson Cook FS So 61190 _ Birmingham 79 Mike Pucilo OS 64 315 Brandon, FL 
17 Markit Cooper RB Se 57160 Mic, 3B baRdmon Br 63190 Birmingham 
10 Rodney Crayon CBr = 58175 Dodevile 23 Brondon Reed CF 510 176 Mobile 
Ge Cubic Ck 63295 Birwinghom 86 Quinton Reese DLS 65 260 _ Birmingham 
5 Ronney Daniels WR fr &1—211__loke Wales, FL 15 Cliton Robinson WR or =~ 58180 Noples, A 
63 _Lorkin Deason Ok 63-268 Sprot a 20 Courtney Rose SS k 58 193 TownCreck 
49 lorenzo Diomond TE sfr_— 3284 Biloxi, MS _ 52. Gobe Sanders SN ok 60 21 Op _ 
68 KwesiDroke OL r= 62303 Marrero, lA 80 JockSchwwiger TE Sr 65251 Chicogo, 
76 éf Dunlap Ok 65 275 Pearson,GA 71 GolinSeors Lk 63286 Rusclvile 
20 Damon Duval P F&O 167 _Chatanooga, IN 50 Shawn Shaw BS 60 28 PeoronGA 
81 MotEdmondion TE Fr «60228 Birmingham 73 KendollSimmons Lk 63 IB Ripley, MS 
48 _Telie Embery Rk 60 223 Syocogo 8 Stnlord Simmons FSF 62195 Ashnd 
44 _ Heath Evons RB So 60 230 West Pm Beach, FL 42 Seh Smith SFr 59-205 Daphne = 
29 Andurio Ezall WR So 510 183 Prion AL 42 Whit Smith B So 63 280 Cordele, GA 
54 Hoenfields IB Se 60223 Miomi, FL 92 _Joey Stephens aK of 60 208 Aum 
90 RoShan Frost DS 61264 Fi. Washington, MD ~ SimBcbStipin Bsr 304 Hortld 
58 NahonGarder (Bk «S10. 259 Leeds 89 Reid Tonkersley T So 63 252 Wenmpko 
72 Gobe Gross BS 63 197 Dahon 72._ Jeremy Tounget So 6 300 Olive Branch, MS 
46 Cardovo Holl Bk 57188 Columubs,GA 32 Adai Trone SS 59 174 Trawile 
69 Spencer Harris ‘Of 63 21 Colmbiona _ AT Gent Vandiver FS & 60 191 Alcona 
‘DominicheHasion CBr = «S-10_‘178 Eight Mle 77 Ferest Walker D fF 6&1 287 Birmingham 
18._Ryon Hooker WR 60 193 Pontokec, MS 82 MoreusWoshingoo DL Se_—&4 240 Aubum 
DJ, Horton SN ft 59 228 Montero 93 kesh Welden Dh So 64 282 Cordele, GA 
69 Poris Howard “Dh Fr 60 262 Montgomery 2 Brandon White. WR So 510169 Aubum 
53 Andrew Jadson BF 60 218 Tuxckoo 19 Joe Whit WR So 510 169 Aubum 
78 ero Jomes OL & 64 303 Menigonery 94 Daven Wiliams DK Fr 63280 Montgomery 
33. Roderick Jones (Bf 60211 Prichard 3. Rusty Williams BS =~ 6-0 208 Moncks Comer, SC 
36 Kenny Kely BS 60 214 PanamaCity, FL 54 _kamie Woodlin RB Fr S11) 205 Harvest 
9 siKlein “QB fr 63 201 Aiphoreto, GA 4 Reggie Worhy Ss WR ok 60197 Godden 
14 Benleord QB ok «= G4 225 Hartwell, GA Roster and depth chart subject to change 


QB Gabe Gross, So*/Ben Leard, Jr 
RB Demontray Carter, Jr/ Michael Burks, So* 
FB Heath Evans, So*/ Tellie Embery, Jr 


WR Reggie Worthy, Jr/Tim Carter, Fr 


WR Ronney Daniels, Fr/Ryan Hooker, Jr 
TE Lorenzo Diamond, So/Reid Tankersley, So 
iT Jeno James, Sr*/Jeremy Toungett, So 
LG Kendall Simmons, Jr/William Clifton, Jr 
TCMCale Cubelic, Je*/Ben Nowland, Jr 
RG Mike Pucillo, So*/Marcus Autry, Jr 
RT Colin Sears, Jr*/Tim Castro, Jr 
PK —- Rob Bironas, Je*/Damon Duval, Fr 


CTED DEPTH CHART 


DE Marcus Washington, Sr*/Robert Malone, Fr 
DT Josh Weldon, So/Jeremy Banks, Jr = 
DT Jimmy Brumbaugh, Sr/Jeff Dunlap, Jr” 
DE ° Leonardo Carson, Sr*/Quinton Reese, Sr 
SLB Haven Fields, Sr/Whit Smith, So 

MLB Shawn Shaw, So/Tavarreus Pounds, So* 

WLB Kenny Kelly, Sr/James Callier, Som 


CB Larry Casher, Jr*/Rodney Crayton, Jr 


cB Antwoine Nolan, Sr*/Brandon Reed, Fr 


Ss Rob Pate, Jr*/Courtney Rose, Jr 
FS Adlai Trone, Sr/Stanford Simmons, Fr 


SPRING UPDATE 


tanford Simmons originally signed 

with Auburn in 1997 and Ronney 

Daniels first signed with the Tigers 
in 1998, but they didn’t step on the field 
for the Tigers until spring practice of '99. 

Simmons, a Parade All-American in 
1997, failed to qualify academically in °97 
and ‘98, and spent the °98 season playing 
at Hargrave (Va.) Military Academy. In 
time, he is expected to be Auburn’s start- 
ing free safety, but he also might see 
some playing time at wide receiver. 

Daniels, a 6-1, 22-year-old wide 
receiver, was a Parade All-American in 
1995 at Lake Wales (Fla.) High School 
and signed with Florida State, but instead 
spent the next three seasons playing 
minor league baseball for the Montreal 
Expos. After he decided to return to foot- 
ball, he had to spend 1998 earning his 
academic eligibility. 

“Ronney Daniels is going to be an 
excellent receiver for us, if he can just get 
the rustiness out,” Auburn coach Tommy 
Tuberville said. “He’s got excellent hands. 
He’s a big receiver. He’s a big target, and 
I think he’s really going to help our quar- 
terbacks out being such a big player.” 

¢ Looking for a possible breakthrough 
player? Try senior Marcus Washington, 
who has moved from outside linebacker 
to defensive end in Auburn’s new 4-3 
scheme. No more reading plays. No more 
pass coverage. Just attack the ball. “I just 
pretty much chase guys now,” said Wash- 
ington. 

¢ Quarterback Meiko Collier has 
never fulfilled his potential at Auburn, and 
he might not get any more chances. The 
enigmatic junior missed spring practice 
when he lost his academic eligibility, and 
Tuberville isn’t holding his breath waiting 
for Collier's return. 

e If Ben Leard and Gabe Gross can’t 
get the job done at quarterback, look for 
true freshman Allen Tillman to enter the 
picture. “He’s got a strong arm, he’s very 
mobile and he makes things happen, and 
he really enjoys playing quarterback and 
everything that comes with it,” Tuberville 
said. 

“He'll have an opportunity to put 
some pressure on these guys, but I really 
don’t want to throw him into the fire. 
Then again, if he’s the best guy, we'll go 
with him.” 

— Richard Scott 
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‘ts Ae f 
THROUGHOUT MOST OF SPRING PRACTICE, 
THE QUARTERBACK WHO GOT THE MOST 
WORK WAS BEN LEARD, WHO DEDICATED 
HIMSELF TO WINNING HIS JOB BACK. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


“We don't have a proven quarterback 
and we don't have a proven running back, 
so we better play good defense,” 
Tuberville said. 

The Tigers return eight starters on 
defense, not including three-year starter 
Jimmy Brumbaugh, who redshirted in ’98 
after suffering a severe knee injury late in 
the '97 season. With Brumbaugh and All- 
SEC defensive end Leonardo Carson up 
front in Auburn's new 4-3 scheme, as well 
as linebackers James Callier and Tavarreus 
Pounds, cornerbacks Larry Casher and 
Antwoine Nolan and strong safety Rob 
Pate, the Tigers should be one of the bet- 
ter defenses in the SEC. Add the move of 
Washington from outside linebacker to 
defensive end and Kenny Kelly from 
safety to outside linebacker, and the 
increased speed should help Auburn cre- 
ate a few turnovers for the offense. 

“We've got a defensive line with a cou- 
ple of players — Leonardo Carson and 
Jimmy Brumbaugh — that a lot of teams 
would like to have to build on,” Tuberville 
said. “But the thing we're really concerned 


1999 


Leard Set on Winning His Job Back 


quarterback in 1999 actually 
began in the final moments of the 
1998 season. 

As the final seconds of a disap- 
pointing season ticked off the clock, 
Ben Leard let Gabe Gross know that he 
wanted his starting job back. 

“He told me sitting in the Alabama 
game last year, as the final couple of 
seconds ticked off, for me not to get too 
comfortable because he was going to be 
there in the spring to win his job back,” 
said Gross, who replaced Leard in the 
lineup as a true freshman and started the 
final six games of the season. 

“That's something | respect about 
him and I’m sure it’s something he 
respects about me. Both of us want to 
quarterback as bad as any two people 
in the world want to be quarterback. 
Both of us know that whoever gets the 
job done is going to be in there.” 

Throughout most of spring practice, 
the quarterback who got the most work 
was Leard, who dedicated himself to 
winning his job back while Gross spent 
most of his spring playing baseball for 
one of the nation’s top college pro- 


Te battle to be Auburn’s starting 


about on defense is that most of our top 
defensive players are coming off injuries. 
“Larry Casher had shoulder surgery. 
Jimmy Brumbaugh had knee surgery. 
Leonardo Carson had shoulder surgery. 


E DON'T 

HAVE A 

PROVEN 
QUARTERBACK AND WE 


DON’T HAVE A PROVEN 
RUNNING BACK, SO WE 
BETTER PLAY GOOD 
DEFENSE,” TUBERVILLE SAID. 


James Callier blew his knee out. Those 
four players have been limited, so it won’t 
be until August that we really get a good 
look at them, and those are four guys we 
have to build on.” 


grams. But the battle won’t really be 
decided until preseason practice, when 
talented true freshman Allen Tillman 
enters the picture. 

“We're going to play the best quar- 
terback,” first-year Auburn coach 
Tommy Tuberville said. “We are going 
to play the guy who knows the i 

“Gabe’s got the ability, but it’s 
going to take time to learn the offense, 
so he’s got to improve if he wants to be 
our starting quarterback. Ben’s got the 
ability. He’s not the fastest guy in the 
world, but with his determination and 
experience he might have a chance.” 

That determination was pushed to 
the limits by the negative experiences 
of the 1998 season, and it almost con- 
vinced him to transfer. Ultimately, it 
made Leard even more committed to 
winning the starting job. 

“Last season, what | went through, 
the ups and downs, the emotions and 
things ... that’s the toughest thing I’ve 
ever gone through in my life,” Leard 
said. “I used this past fall as a personal 
thing to build on, and it’s only going to 
make me a better person and a better 
player.” Q 


The Tigers also have reason to be 
optimistic about their special teams with 
the return of kicker Rob Bironas (12 for 16 
on field goals in ’98) and the expected 
proficiency of redshirt freshman Damon 
Duval. However, the possible loss of 
Robinson means Auburn might be looking 
for a new kick returner. 

But finding a new kick returner seems 
like a small problem for a program going 
through a major attitude adjustment. If the 
early signs of winter and spring are any 
indication, Auburn has already taken a step 
in the right direction. But as Tuberville is 
quick to remind anyone who will listen, it’s 
just the first step in a long journey. 

“We're trying to find some guys who 
will compete and have the right attitude,” 
Tuberville said. “We are going to find out 
who will not accept defeat. We've got a 
long way to go here. It’s going to bea 
tough year for us. This will not be 
Auburn's best football team. | think we 
can be successful. To what degree, | don’t 
know yet.” 

— Richard Scott 
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he large silver bowl was sitting in 
the football offices at the University 
of Florida this spring, having just 
been returned after a re-engraving. Hours 
later, it was gone, stolen before it ever 
had a chance to be properly displayed. 
If the thief only knew how little it 
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GATORS 


onships again,” Spurrier said. “That's what 
it’s all about.” 

This is what it has come to for the 
Florida Gators going into Spurrier’s 10th 
season. The bar has been raised so high, 
there’s nowhere else to go. 

It never used to be like this. Used to 


need to get after people on defense. We 
need to play every game like we might 
not ever play again.” 

Listening to players and coaches talk, 
you would think the Gators are nowhere 
near the team that made back-to-back 
appearances in the national championship 


Spurrier Seeks to Take Another Title 


really meant. 

You could tell when Steve Spurrier first 
held the Orange Bowl trophy last January. A 
wry and somewhat forced smile and a quick 
handoff to his security guard after a 31-10 
drilling of Syracuse capped off another sea- 
son of missed goals for the Gators. 

“| don't get upset about that,” Spurrier 
said of the stolen trophy. “You can replace 
trophies. Championships are forever.” 

Translation: No matter how shiny the 
sterling silver bowl looks, it can’t sooth 
the gnawing feeling of having to sit and 
watch your rivals play for the national 
championship. Ten wins doesn’t help, a 
New Year's Day victory doesn't either. 
Not even another top five ranking. 

As far as Spurrier is concerned, you're 
in it to win it. Anything else simply does- 
n't cut it. 

“We have to start winning champi- 


at a glance 


1998: | 0-2 Overall; 7-1 SEC (2nd East) 
COACH: Steve Spurrier — At Florida: 93-18- 
1, 9 years; Overall: 113-31-2, 12 years 
‘RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 8 Offense, 
3 Defense, Punter, Kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Travis Taylor, 
QB Doug Johnson, TB Earnest Graham, 
WR Darrell Jackson, DE Derrick Chambers, 
WLB Keith Kelsey, DE/SLB Alex Brown, CB 
_ Bennie Alexander 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offense 
has numerous weapons, and can be as 
dangerous as any under Spurrier at Florida 


be 10 wins and a top five ranking meant 
partying into the wee hours in Gainesville, 
and a heckuva weekend cleanup for city 
workers. Before Spurrier returned to his 
alma mater in 1990, the Gators never won 
10 games in a season. 

Now if there aren't 10 wins, it’s con- 
sidered a crime. 

When you've accomplished what 
Florida has in the 1990s, and when your 
coach makes $2 million a year, you better 
win championships. When Florida State 
and Tennessee — your two biggest rivals 
— are playing for the national champi- 
onship, winning Orange Bowls doesn’t 
really stir it. 

“We need to get back to doing things 
like we used to,” said junior wide receiver 
Travis Taylor. “We need to throw the ball 
35-40 times a game, we need to go up 
and down the field and score points. We 


if an inconsistent but experienced line can 
play at a peak level. Taylor is Florida's next 
great receiver, with the potential to 
exceed any of the five AltAmericans before 
him in the 90s. 

PRIMARY PROBLEMS: The Gators will 
replace a majority of the defense under 
new coordinator Jon Hoke. The first team 
is strong — and potentially one of the 
SEC's best — but the depth is inexperi- 
enced. Injuries could become a major fac- 
tor down the line. 


game in 1995-96. The truth is, they were 
very close — but so far away in the intan- 
gibles that make championship teams. 

In the Gators’ four losses the last two 
seasons, the offense — the foundation at 
Florida under Spurrier — sputtered and 
turned the ball over 17 times. The 
defense, one of the nation’s best over that 
span, was forced to play catch up. 

All that could change this season. For 
the first time since 1995, the Gators enter 
a season with stability at quarterback. 
Although Spurrier could decide to shake 
things up — he’s been known to do so — 
senior Doug Johnson will begin fall camp 
as the starting quarterback. 

The biggest problem with the offense 
over the last two years was the uncertainty 
at quarterback. It began in 1997 with John- 
son's big debut and subsequent fall after a 
game suspension. It continued last season 
when Spurrier rotated both Johnson and 
junior Jesse Palmer for three games, includ- 
ing a key overtime loss at Tennessee. 

Now Johnson, who has thrown for 
4,540 yards and 42 touchdowns in 12 
career starts, will get the first shot at lead- 
ing an offense with an experienced line 
and a group of dangerous skill players. He 
missed all of spring practice recovering 
from a broken leg sustained at the end of 
the first half in the Orange Bowl, but is still 
the projected starter going into fall drills. 

It was after the Orange Bowl where 
Spurrier first defused the talk of a quarter- 


DOUG JOHNSON WILL GET THE FIRST 
SHOT AT LEADING AN OFFENSE WITH 
AN EXPERIENCED LINE AND A GROUP 
OF DANGEROUS SKILL PLAYERS. 
PHOTO BY R,.D. MOORE 
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HiGH ScHoot / CoueGe 
| 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN 


Ran CARTHON RB 60,210 Key West Key West 
SuperPrep ranked No. 50 in Florida @ PrepStar All-SEC Region # Missed inacheok senior season due fo 
ankle injury @ As a junior, had 1,300 yards rushing 


Tony CHARLES DL 63,270 Steding, VA DeMatha 

SuperPrep All-American, rated No, 15 defensive lineman mpecncty PrepStar All-American # Metro Wash- 
ington DC Defensive Player of the Yeor @ Three-year starter @ Had 174 tackles, including 55 for loss, and 21 
quarterback socks as a senior # Had 48 career socks. 


Darryl DIXON DB 5-11, 180 Oak Hill New Smyrna Beach 
USA Today honorable mention All-American # The National Recruiting Advisor All-American, ranked No. | | 
comerback nationally All-State @ District Most Valuable Player # Four-year starter @ Blocked 12 kicks in 


coreer. 


Pode Alar foday honorable prin All: 

Par ‘American @ USA To mention All-American @ SuperPrep All-American @ PrepStar 
Dream Team, rated No. 2 linebacker nationally # Virginia Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 1,781 yards 
rushing and scored 25 touchdowns # Had 80 tackles, including 32 for loss. 


Derrick GAFFNEY B 62,194 Jacksonville Raines 
PrepStar All-SEC Region @ Two-year starter Had 28 receptions for 486 yards and scored 10 touchdowns as 
} a senior 


Rex GROSSMAN QB 6-2, 205 Bloomington, IN Bloomington South 
Participated in spring drills @ Parade All-American @ Pa opel is este ra 
Midwest Region sive Player of the Year # No. 5 “pro style” quai nationally by The 
National Recruiting Advisor @ USA Today Indiana Player of the Year. 


Byron HARDMON LB 62,215 Jacksonville Ed White 
SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 6 linebocker nationally @ PrepStar All-American The National Recruiting | 
Advisor All-American, ranked No. 6 strongside linebacker nationally @ All-State @ Hod 127 tackles and five 
fumbles caused as a senior. # Had nine career defensive touchdowns. 


Elgin HICKS WR 5-10, 175 Port Charlotte Charlotte 

All-American, ranked No. 10 wide receiver nationally @ All-State District Most Valuable Player @ 
Had 55 receptions for 1,024 yards and scored 17 touchdowns as a senior As a junior, had 69 receptions for 
2,183 yards and scored 34 touchdowns. 


Dwright JACKSON B 61,195 South Bay Glades Central 
| PrepStar All-American, rated No. 12 linebacker in SEC Region @ National Bluechips All-American, ronked No. 
10 weakside linebacker nationally @ Helped team to state championship. 


Taylor JACOBS WR 6-0, 180 Monticello Florida A&M. 
PrepStar All-American and All-SEC Region, ranked No. 12 wide receiver in SEC Region @ District Most Valu- 
able Player @ All-State @ Had 37 receptions for 685 yards and six touchdowns as a senior # As a junior, had 
33 receptions for 708 yards and 11 touchdowns. | 
| 
Tron LaFAVOR L 63, 245 Ft. Lauderdale Dillard | 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ The National Recruiting Advisor All-American National | 
Bluechips All-American, rated No. 5 defensive end nationally @ All-State @ As a senior, had 86 tackles and 20 | 
quarterback sacks. 


—- ee ol 


RESULTS 


HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Couece 


Miami 


SIZE 
65, 225 


Name / Postion 
| Bobby MeCRAY DL Homestead 
PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 20 defensive lineman in SEC Region Rated No. 20 rush end nationally by 
National Bluechips # Ranked No. 40 player in Florida by SuperPrep # Missed halt of season with injury # Had 


32 tackles and seven quarterback sacks 


Qs a senior. 


lint MITCHELL LB 67,250 Countryside 

USA Today honorable mention All-American All-American, rated No. 25 defensive lineman 
tobercly 9, Nese ee ce ne No. 7 strongside defensive end nationally All-State # 
Area ive Player of the Year. 

Mike NATTIEL LB 6-1, 218 Archer 


Newberry 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 8 linebacker in SEC Region 
 SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 7 linebacker nationally @ Three-time All-State # Had 400 career Tackles. 


Todd POMIER LB 6-2, 215 Deerfield Beach Deerfield Beach 
National Bluechips All-American, rated No. 8 weakside linebacker nationally @ Third-team All-State # Four- 
year starter @ As a senior, had 75 solo tackles, six quarterback sacks and four fumbles recovered. 


Keiwon RATUFF WR 60,175 Columbus, OH Whitehall-Yearling 
SuperPrep All:Americon, ranked No. 25 receiver nationally # National Bluechips All-American, rated No. 7 
wide receiver nationally @ Conference Player of the Year @ Had 46 receptions for 880 yards and scored 13 
touchdowns as a senior # Hod nine interceptions in final wo seasons. 


Arpedge ROLLE DL 62, 255 jam Miami Central 
PrepStar All-American, rated No. 20 defensive lineman in SEC Region @ SuperPrep All-Dixie Region Second: 
feam All-State @ As a senior, had 112 tackles and 15 quarterback sacks. 


Roderick ROYAL LB 6-2, 225 Baton Rouge, LA Glen Oaks 

The National Recruiting Advisor All-American, ranked No. 15 weakside linebacker nationally # National 
Bluechips All-American, rated No. 5 strongside linebacker nationally @ Twortime All-State # Area Defensive 
Most Valuable Player @ Had 104 tackles, including 20 for loss, as a senior. 


sini aa eo 
-Dixi ion, No. 2 fi in Florida @ ion @ As a senior, 
Sr be Ld york @ Hl 60 kelieeos erie tranen. ‘" 


lito SHEPPARD DB 5-11, 190 Jacksonville Raines 
Parade All-American USA Today All-American @ PrepStar Dream Team, ranked No. 2 defensive back 
nationally # Rated No. 4 player nationally by SuperPrep # Two-time All-State @ Had 18 interceptions in final 


two seasons. 


Miami 


BED caiesiAh corm oN Someta Lanaee en 
mention All-American @ Natic i “Amenican, 5 ia 
lerbock neloncly @ The Notional Recruiting Advisor Al-Amercon, ranked No.8 “pre-e” quorierbock 
nationally # Second-team All-State @ Three-year starter # Threw for 2,012 yards 20 touchdowns 
| senior before suffering season-ending knee injury @ Had 4,636 career passing yards. 


Roy WILLIAMS L 6:2, 265 Deland Deland 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 15 defensive lineman in 
SEC Region # The National Recruiting Advisor All-American, rated No. 9 nose guard nationally @ All-State # 
District Most Valuable Player @ As a senior, had 104 tackles, including 23 for loss.a 


asa 
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INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(10-2, 7-1) PASSING _ Sept. 4 Western Michigan 
Ar Comp Yarps Pct TD Int 
49 The Citadel 10 Johnson 274 154 +2346 56.2 19 «8B Sept. 11 Central Florida 
Palmer 123 1246 593 14 5 
42 NE Louisiana 10 
RUSHING Sept. J 8, «Tennessee. ed 
17 Tennessee (OT) 20 NAME No Yarps AvcG lc 1D Sept. 25 at Kentucky 
5] Kentucky 35 Jackson 105 587 5.6 44 3 
| McCaslin 69 321 47 4 1 Oct. 2 Alabama 
16 Alabama 10 | Gillespie 71 ay V =e eae 
oD ar a Capel 1 80 ny. LIS 1 Oct. 9  atLSU 
ore =. = RECEIVING = 7s SS 
24 = Auburn 3 Yaros AVG Oct. 16 — at Auburn 
, | McGriff 70 jas7> "91d. zo NiO ++ 
38 Georgia 7 | Taylor EO CE SR Se 30 te Georgio = 4 
AS Vander; Karim 34 5520 116.21. 159 6 . 
anderbilt is | Jackson 26 292 11.2 32 4 Nov. 6 - Vanderbilt | « 
33 South Carolina 14 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 13. at South Carolina 
12 Florida State 23 Tackies: Peterson 74; Rutledge 61; Brown 45; Graddy 40 1 
AGRE OF RO i neags > mn wn 4 }; racey F . 
SEEN | ieancane Rew: Gosrae's Nov. 20 Florida State 
QB Sacks: Kearse 8; Chambers 5; McGrew 5; Peterson 4. 5 F — 
31 Syracuse 10 Tack.es For Loss: Kearse 16; Peterson 9; McGrew 9. Jacksonville, FL 
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THE QUESTIONS WITH THE FRONT SEVEN WILL BE ALLEVIATED 
SOMEWHAT WITH A SOLID SECONDARY, LED BY RON GRADDY. 


PHOTO BY R.D, MOORE 


back controversy this year by saying Johnson would be the 
starter. For his part, Johnson skipped his summer minor league 
baseball assignment with the Tampa Bay Devil Rays to stay in 
Gainesville and concentrate on football. 

One of Spurrier’s biggest gripes with Johnson was that he 
never stayed in Gainesville for the summer, not only to work with 
the receivers and build timing, but to become more of a team 
leader. Spurrier says it’s all coming together for Johnson on the 
field, that his knowledge of the offense is at its peak, and that he 
has a chance to flourish in the system. 

Time will obviously tell. For all the feel-good talk, Johnson 
could also be the first starting quarterback under Spurrier not to 
be part of a Southeastern Conference championship. 

“Things haven't been easy for any of us around here the last cou- 
ple of years because we're not used to losing,” Johnson said. “The 
worst part about the last two years was that we had chances to win 
big games and didn’t get it done. We missed out on some opportu- 
nities. If we're in that situation again, we've got to grab it.” 

But being in that situation again may not be as easy as it 
seems. The defense, the missing piece in the 1996 national 
championship season and the anchor the last two seasons, has 
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undergone a major overhaul. When Florida takes the field for the 
season opener against Western Michigan, it will do so with one 
starter (strong safety Rod Graddy) returning from the defense that 
began last season. 

Moreover, the Gators will do it with a new defensive coordi- 
nator — former Missouri secondary coach Jon Hoke. Bob Stoops, 
the Gators’ defensive coordinator the last three seasons before 
leaving for the head coaching job at Oklahoma, recommended 
Hoke to Spurrier, and Hoke, who called the plays for the Tigers 
last year, jumped at the offer. 

“Shoot | don’t worry about pressure; pressure is everywhere,” 
Hoke said. “There's pressure to win at Missouri just as there is here. 
Obviously the stakes are higher here. It’s all how you deal with it.” 

Dealing with it would be less intimidating if the Gators were 
more experienced in the front seven. Florida will go from what 
might have been the nation’s best front seven last season, to one 
of the nation’s great unknowns. The talent is there, but depth 
could become a serious concer if there are injuries. 

A couple of moves in the spring have made the Gators 
stronger up front, with tackle Derrick Chambers moving to end 
and linebacker Alex Brown working at rush end. Chambers 
started five games last season, and Brown, who had two sacks in 
the Florida State game last season, was groomed behind All- 
American Jevon Kearse the past two seasons. 

Brown's move to end also gets former tailback Eugene 
McCaslin on the field at strongside linebacker. McCaslin spent his 
first four years at tailback, before Spurrier moved him to defense 
to begin spring practice. His emergence, along with the play of 
senior weakside linebacker Keith Kelsey and rising sophomore 
middle linebacker Andra Davis, gives the Gators a potentially 
impressive group. 

They'll be replacing three linebackers — Johnny Rutledge, 
Mike Peterson and Kearse — who were selected early in this 
year’s NFL draft. 

“These guys now, potentially, could be as good or better than 
the others, ” said Florida linebackers coach Jim Collins. “I really 
believe that these guys haven't had a chance to do it on a regular 
basis. They just need to play.” 

The questions with the front seven will be alleviated somewhat 
with a solid secondary, led by Graddy and cornerback Bennie Alexan- 
der. A strong class of incoming freshmen, led by Parade All-Ameri- 
cans Lito Sheppard and Matt Farrior, could also give the Gators 
immediate help at cornerback and linebacker, respectively. 

Hoke’s style will be similar to what Stoops ran the previous 
three seasons, with a few wrinkles. In fact, enough changes that 
Florida played its spring game in front of more than 30,000 fans 
with base sets and formations. 

“You don’t want to give away anything right now,” Hoke said. 

“We're going to be fine on defense,” said Spurrier. “This 
group won't have the hype to live up to. It’s a chance for these 
guys to go out and make a name for themselves.” 

Until they do, it'll be Spurrier’s offense picking up the slack — 
an offense he says could be as good as the 1996 version which 
set school records and helped win a national championship. 
When you're talking offense at Florida, it usually means throwing 
and catching. 

Taylor, a preseason All-America candidate, may be better 
than any receiver Spurrier has had at Florida. He had 38 catches 
for an 18.1 average yards per catch and nine touchdowns last 
season, then won most valuable player honors at the Orange 
Bowl with 156 yards receiving and two touchdowns. 

He'll be joined in the set of five by junior Darrell Jackson, sopho- 
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t looks like Steve Spurrier will lose 

another Parade All-American quarter- 

back. But he may also have found his 
first one to stick. 

Spurrier, going into his 10th season 
at Florida, has had four Parade quarter- 
back recruits. The first two — Luke Ben- 
cie (signed in 1991) and Bobby Sabelhaus 
(1995) — never made it past their first 
season, transferred and did little the 
remainder of their careers. Tim Olmstead 
(1997) redshirted his first season, threw 
one pass last year and appeared to be on 
the verge of leaving in the summer. 

Spurrier, though, may have found a 
Parade quarterback who can make it. Rex 
Grossman of South Bloomington, Ind., 
enrolled early in school in January and 
made some nice plays in the spring game. 

“Rex is a lot like (former Florida quar- 
terback) Shane Matthews,” Spurrier said. 

¢ They came to Florida in 1997 as 
the Fab Five, a group of five high school 
All-American receivers ready to make an 
immediate impact. 

They combined to catch four passes 
in their first season, and only juniors 
Travis Taylor and Darrell Jackson have 
made any kind of splash. Now it looks as 
though the Fab Four — one has since left 
school — could make that combined 
impact this season. 

Taylor is one of the nation’s best, and 
Jackson is primed for a breakthrough sea- 
son. Redshirt sophomores Steve Shipp 
and Brian Haugabrook had big spring 
games to make a serious push for playing 
time in the five-man rotation. 

* Doug Johnson, Florida’s projected 
starting quarterback, missed all of spring 
recovering from a broken leg sustained in 
the Orange Bowl. 

And although Spurrier has said John- 
son will get every opportunity to win the 
job in his senior season, it’s not a done 
deal. Junior Jesse Palmer, who rotated 
with Johnson for three games, will com- 
pete with Johnson in the fall. 

Palmer actually won the job last year 
after the three-game rotation, but sus- 
tained a regular season-ending injury (bro- 
ken collarbone) against LSU in the next 
game. Johnson took over and played out 
the season before his injury in the second 
quarter of the Orange Bowl. 

“It’s not cut and dry,” Spurrer said of 
the quarterback competition. 

— Matt Hayes 
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TRAVIS TAYLOR HAS ALL THE INTANGIBLES: 
SPEED, STRENGTH AND BALANCE — AND 
MORE IMPORTANTLY, SPURRIER SAYS, “THE 
BALL STICKS WHEN IT’S THROWN TO HIM.” 


PHOTO BY BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 


more John Capel, redshirt freshman Reche 
Caldwell and sophomore Brian Haugabrook. 
All five have run sub 4.45 40s, and Capel — 
an All-American sprinter — may be the 
fastest player in the country. 

“There's a lot of talent in this wide 
receivers corps,” Spurrier said. ““We're going 
to be pretty good throwing touchdown passes 
this year. If the offensive line holds up and we 
can run the ball a bit. | think throwing and 
catching, we'll be right there.” 

The problem is the line and running 
game were major concerns last year. 
Florida has never been deeper on the line 
under Spurrier — 15 scholarship players 
retum, with six combining for 95 starts — 
but motivation and execution hasn't been 
there consistently. He hired assistant John 
Hunt in the offseason to coach the tackles, 
and line coach Jimmy Ray Stephens will 
concentrate on the centers and guards to 
try to help revive a running game that 
ranked 95th in the nation last season. 

In Florida's two biggest games last 
season, the Gators rushed for four yards 
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The Next Great One at Florida? It’s T.T. 


this season for Travis Taylor. As 

good as it has been for wide 
receivers for the Florida Gators in the 
1990s, it could be even better this sea- 
son. Better than Chris Doering or Reidel 
Anthony. Or Ike Hilliard, Jaquez Green 
and Travis McGriff. 

Add another name to that list of 
All-Americans. Only move him directly 
to the top. 

“T.T. has a chance to be the best 
one we’ve ever had here,” said Florida 
coach Steve Spurrier. 

He’s 6-1, 203 pounds and runs a 
sub 4.4 40. He has all the intangibles: 
Speed, strength and balance — and 
more importantly, Spurrier says, “The 
ball sticks when it’s thrown to him.” 

If history is any indication, Taylor 
could be in for a hea season — 
and could be headed for early entry in 
the NFL draft. Since 1995, the Gators 
have had four consecutive record- 
breaking seasons by receivers, three 
of whom left Gainesville after their 
junior seasons. 

“It’s been proven around here if 
you work hard, you’re going to get a 


ic: names of the past tell the story 


chance to put up those kind of num- 
bers,” said Dwayne Dixon, associate 
head coach and wide receivers coach 
at Florida. “T.T has put himself in posi- 
tion to have that kind of season.” 

But it hasn’t always been easy for 
Taylor, who had problems simply 
catching the ball as a freshman and 
never worked his way into the rotation. 
A year later, he was fitted with pre- 
scription glasses (contacts, actually) 
and things quickly came into focus. 

He finished with 37 catches for an 
18.3 yards per catch average and nine 
touchdowns as the No.2 receiver 
behind McGriff. Earlier last season 
after an overtime loss at Tennessee in 
which Taylor committed a key fumble 
and two drops, Spurrier said he was 
getting too many balls thrown his way. 
By the end of the season, Taylor had 
won Spurrier’s confidence again. 

With Syracuse keying on McGriff in 
the Orange Bowl, Taylor caught nine 
passes for 159 yards and two touch- 
downs, and was named the game’s 
most valuable player. He also firmly 
entrenched himself as the next great 
receiver at Florida. Q 


on 50 carries in losses to Tennessee and 
Florida State. Redshirt freshman and for- 
mer Parade All-American Earnest Graham, 


LORIDA STATE 

AND TENNESSEE 

COME TO 
GAINESVILLE THIS SEASON, 


WHERE THE GATORS HAVE 
THE NATION’S LONGEST 
HOME WINNING STREAK 
AT 27 GAMES. 


who Spurrier says is a faster and stronger 
version of former Florida star Errict Rhett, 
will get the first shot at the starting tail- 
back spot. Redshirt freshman Chuck Marks 
and sophomore Robert Gillespie will also 
play, giving the Gators a similar rotation 
as the 1996 team with Fred Taylor, Terry 
Jackson and Elijah Williams. 


“I've been waiting my whole life for 
this,” said Graham, who missed last sea- 
son with a broken bone in his foot. “The 
worst part about last year was sitting 
there on the sidelines against Florida 
State, and we couldn't get a yard rushing. 
Hopefully it’ll be different this time.” 

It will also be different because Florida 
State and Tennessee come to Gainesville this 
season, where the Gators have the nation’s 
longest home winning streak at 27 games. 

In other words, if the defense can 
develop and the Gators can avoid a slipup 
on the road, getting back to where things 
used to be may not be out of the question. 

“We always try to win it every year,” 
Spurrier said. “Unfortunately, we messed 
up a couple of times the last two years. “If 
you play close games, you're not going to 
win them all. Miracles will not continue 
forever. Somebody asked me if Tennessee 
could go 13-0 again, | said if some mira- 
cles keep happening for them, sure. But 
you can’t rely on miracles.” 

— Matt Hayes 
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F irst, it was North Carolina that tried 


to lure Jim Donnan away from 

Athens. Though tempted by the 
lucrative offer, late in the 1997 season, 
Donnan turned down a chance to replace 
Mack Brown, saying his work at Georgia 
was just beginning. 


GEORGIA 


BULLD 


The impact of losing scholarships has 
been kept to a minimum. The Bulldogs are 
back up to their full allotment of 85 scholar- 
ship players for the first time in two years. 
Their latest signing class of 25 players 
included 22 who made some All-America 
list. The school recently completed a $2 mil- 


sive line was rife with inexperience. Yet, 
Donnan entrusted the offense to a 21- 
year-old freshman quarterback who had 
all of three weeks to learn the offense. 


Quincy Carter responded by breaking 
many of Eric Zeier’s freshman records, 
including most passes attempted (290), 


Expectation Level is Back Up at Georgia 


Then last year, Oklahoma came call- 
ing. This time, Donnan didn’t even con- 
sider leaving. The Sooners’ offer was even 
more lucrative — in excess of $1 million 
and virtual autonomy. 

While annoyed with the persistent 
rumors that he was leaving, Donnan 
hopes the rest of college football will get 
the message, one he repeated before and 
after he signed a $1 million annuity if he 
stays at Georgia for 10 years. 

“I'm not going anywhere.” 

Indeed, why leave now? After three 
years of rebuilding the talent base and 
weathering the mild storm of NCAA sanc- 
tions in the form of scholarship reductions, 
Donnan and Georgia could be on the 
threshold of their most successful era 
since Donald Trump lured Herschel 
Walker to the USFL. 

In the last two years, the Bulldogs 
have won 19 games — including a pair of 
bowl victories — and appear to be even 
more talented this year. They have won 
eight consecutive SEC road games (the 
Florida game in Jacksonville is at a neutral 
site). If not for a last-second field goal by 
Georgia Tech, the Bulldogs would have 
finished with back-to-back 10-win and top 
10 seasons for the first time since their 
string of four consecutive top five finishes 
ended in 1983. As it was, they still fin- 
ished 11th. 

“We're starting to have an expecta- 
tion level where everybody thinks Georgia 
football ought to be,” Donnan said. 


WEAKSIDE LINEBACKER 
ORANTES GRANT IS BEING TOUTED 
AS AN ALL-AMERICA CANDIDATE. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 
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lion expansion of its training room. In Don- 

nan’s three years at Georgia, everything has 
improved — the talent, the recruiting base, 

the offseason program. 

And the competition. 

As if being stuck in the same division 
with Tennessee and Florida weren't 
already daunting enough, both programs 
have gotten even stronger the last few 
years. The two powerhouses have figured 
into the national championship picture 
four consecutive seasons. Florida won it 
all in 96; Tennessee, in ’98. They have 
won six consecutive SEC championships. 

So Donnan also knows improvement 
is relative. 

Last year was a significant sign of 
progress. The Dogs lost their three top 
offensive stars in quarterback Mike Bobo, 
receiver Hines Ward and running back 
Robert Edwards. The middle of their offen- 

at a glance 


completions (176), touchdowns (12) and 
yards (2,484). His 251.6 yards total 
offense per game was second in the SEC 
only to Kentucky's Tim Couch. 

So even with questions at virtually every 
other skill position, and at least one spot on 
the offensive line, Donnan is encouraged by 
the Bulldogs’ potential this season. 

“He's such a superior athlete,” Donnan 
said of Carter. “He can make things happen 
for you. As much as doing good things, he 
protected you from doing bad things. He 
really worked hard. For a guy to come in and 
have only three weeks of practice and do 
what he did was unbelievable.” 

Offensive lineman Jonas Jennings 
wasn’t amazed. 

“| played against him in high school 
for four years,” Jennings said. “I knew 
what he could do. Now, I've got one of the 
best on my side. People were like, ‘Aren't 


1998: 9-3 Overall; 6-2 SEC (3rd East) 

COACH: Jim Donnan — At Georgia: 24-11, 
3 years; Overall: 88-32, 9 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 5 Offense, 
6 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Quincy 
Carter, LB Orantes Grant, DT Richard Sey- 
mour, WR Michael Greer, CB Jeff Harris 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: O8 Quincy 
Carter could have a phenomenal sopho- 
more season now that he has a year of 
experience. The Bulldogs will have one of 
their fastest defenses ever. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Unless a run- 
ning back steps forward, Carter may have 
to carry the offense by himself. 

OVERVIEW: The Bulldogs’ talent base is 
stronger than it was two years ago, when 
they won 10 games. Trouble is, unless 
Florida and Tennessee slip, they still could 
finish third in the SEC East. If they can find 
a dependable running back and at least 
two receivers from among a talented but 
untested group, the Bulldogs could match 
or exceed their ‘97 success. The Bulldogs 
could jump into the national champi- 
onship picture in 2000. 
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ULLDOGS* RECRUITING 


Name / Position HOMETOWN = ScHoot / CouEce Name / Position HOMETOWN Hic Scxoot / Couece 
Kenny BAILEY ATH 5-11, 180 Folkston lion County Alex JACKSON OL “ eee 310 Quincy, FL Shanks 
All-State # Team captain # As a senior, Ro SRDS e pate Otte eotelbe oats Laer re USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super 
at Lag Alp yr ra nanptad 13 “poncale locks # Had 47 tackles and five fumbles forced. 
Kendrell BELL LB 6-2, 240 Laer Middle Georgia College 
SuperPrep junior college Top 100 @ Played on No. 1 ihr of junior cologe bob Michael JOHNSON WR 6-4, 205 Tulsa, OK 
SuperPrep All-American # Daily Oklohoman Top 25 @ All-State # As a senior, heal 5d recep for 916 
Josh BILLUE OL 66, 300 Guntersville, AL tersville Frac cr socod 3 ae ere HURL 23 care cape 2,050 yards ond scored 33 career TDs. 
USA Today honorable mention All-American  PrepStar All-American Siminghom Ws News Top 10 Prospect. 


Robert BRANNON TE 64, 225 Chorloie, NC Independence 
Suparep Al-American # Twortine Al-Coference@ Trea rer @ Asser, red 12 uchdows 
on offense @ Had six interceptions # Member of basketball and 


Kevin BREEDLOVE OL 6-5, 295 Clemson Daniel 
Parade All-American # USA Today All-American peated All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
Super Souther 100 Four-year All-State @ All-State in wrestling. 


NE sc ond Goris ser ohhe Yar aca iviarilee 
USA Te ‘Ameri ° ‘American @ ‘American @ 
“Alani Joumal-Consitson Super Sauber 100 # Tworime Al Stal, 


Decory BRYANT DB 511,185 Orlando, FL Loke Highland Prep 
All-State All-District # All-Conference @ As a senior, had 55 tackles, sepia pain 10 passes bro- 
ken up Scored 11 touchdowns as running bock and receiver # Member of baseba 


Jonathan KILGO K 6-2, 200 Silver Creek Pepperell 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atlanta Joural-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia ¢ All-State # 
Averaged 42 yards per punt as a senior Hit 49 of 49 points after touchdown @ Made six of 17 field goals. 


@ All-State ca 
See a Dom el f onat econ ce Cait 7 yards per punt as a junior. 
peeree 6-1, 225 Tennille Washington Coun! 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atlanta Joumal-Constitution Super Southem 100 # -State @ 


Had 1,668 yards rushing and scored 38 touchdowns as a senior @ Hod 12 receptions for 174 yards ond 
scored four touchdowns Had 151 tackles, at nineteen 


Tavorus MORGAN ATH 5-11, 185 Jockson 
ion @ Atlanta a bane Cain 


WBeulSareipeersr Senet po possing 
Peis otal ear amee ate Rad eae 


Poe Ce Pee 175 Salih A Mipstoey setae 
USA Today honorable mention © SuperPrep All-American @ Constitution Super “price ks 6-5, 225 St, Albans, WV St. Albans 
fat Mag py rodlvtbontniedar tp mg ind ne rpla Aenea orc USA Todeyhenerble menion All-American @ Superep A-Americon ond Al Mid Alani Region # AllSoe 
@ As a senior, heal 14 recipes x23 sacs pel eared sre vendo ® Hod SU connec cages ne 
Kentrell CURRY DB 6-3, 186 Toccoa Stephens Cou nine louchdowns @ Had 256 career tackles and 17 quarterback sacks. 


ity 
USA Today honorable mention All-American # Atlanta Joumal-Consttition Super Southem 100 @ All-State 
Injured in senior season @ As a junior, had 63 tackles and two interceptions. 


Vinee FASON ATH 511,192 __lyens Toombs County 
USA Today honorable mention A Amara @ Syn Ab Arnaizan © Aria Juma Crathion 
Souhen 100.6 Al Sle dlorsve beck @ Hod yards rushing and scored 111 touchdowns as a senior. 


Damien GARY WR 5-10, 160 Athens Clorke Central 
SuperPrep preseason All-Dixie Region @ Atlanta Jourmal-Constitution Super Souther 100 @ All-State # Third- 
team All-South @ Had injury filed high school career, including not playing senior season due to knee injury. 


Bruce THORNTON RB LaGrange veep 
Charles GRANT 6-4, 228 Colquitt Miller County by be er No. No Sig ny Aksu Cnn Sip 100 @ Ran for 
1997 Perel A Arercon ‘American @ USA Today All-USA Honorable Mention  Alfonia Joumal-Constitution Super yords and scored —— 
Southern 100 6 Ted Hol Walkers sPersocson TD ond wah 45 TDs 

Ken VEAL DL 6-3, 290 Cedartown 


DeJuan GREEN RB 60, 190 Jacksonville, FL 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ All-State All-Conference Alo Distt @ Asa senior, had 
1,818 yards rushing and scored 22 touchdowns, averaging seven yards per carry. 


Durrell ROBINSON WR 6-2, 200 Duncan, SC 


Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ Had 73 receptions for 1 ye edt Atal gland ah cl 
senior # As a junior, had 48 receptions for 838 yards and scored 13 touchdowns. 


Jonathan SULUVAN DL 6-3, 265 Griffin Griffin 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super 
Souther 100 @ All-State @ Team captain @ As a senior, had 130 tackles, including 19 for loss. 


US oy he enn Aron Ala eC pete or 100 @ All Site @ 
Team captain @ Had 104 tackles and seven quarterback sacks as a junior # Threw shot put. 


Shedrick WYNN DE 6-3, 230 Lincolnton incoln County 
Chris HEWITT DL 6-6, 250 USA Today honorable mention All:American # SuperPrep All-Dixie Ay in nen een 
U3 eer ern Alton Ptr A Artin #SphopASi gon@Ak Super TOD @ Ak Sebo © Hod 261 eoeer tees re 35 sacks @ Member of basketball 
Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 ¢ All-State # Three-time All-Area. trock 


MOOKATTHE BULLDOGS . 


RESULTS D \ os 
(9-3, 6-2) PASSING Sept. 4 Utah State 
aesan Comp Yarps —— = 
56 Kent 3 176 2484 Sept. 11 South Carolina 
; = 7 104 = = 
17 South Carolina 3 Ristinie Sept. 25 Central Florida 
16 Wyoming = 9 Yaros  AvG Oct. 2 LSU * 
28 LSU 27 P = 
SS ——— Octy 49" at Tennessee 
3 Tennessee 22 r i 
Ps ; = > Oct. 16 — at Vanderbilt 
3 Vanderbilt 4 Prone —s 
28 Kentucky 26 Avc Oct. 23 Kentucky 
7 Florida eS 38 tay 74s 1585 2 Oct. 30 Florida* 
Brown 31 AB Vig 59 ia OB eas 
: 28 = Auburn 17 vee 5 aa am Nov. 13. Auburn 
19 Georgia Tech +2] Tacktes: Grant 86; Smart 80; Hollingshed 60; Harris 47. 
~ Cuick-Fit-A F PEACH Bow. oe INTERCEPTIONS: is: Smart 5; Harris 4; Bailey 3; Mann 3. ; Nov. 27 at Georgia Tech »— 
35 “Virginia 33 BOS A eee Com “Jacksonville, FL 
| Tacs For Loss: Grant 14; Seymour 11; Cochran9. zs 


128 Linpy’s FoorTBatt ANNUALS 1999 


JCPenney 
Is YOUF 


Hea uarters 


OB et 


Sok id 


Whatever your game, 


Suit up in great athletic 


| apparel and footwear 


| from the Simply for Sports 


| Department 


———[—— A a 


e | ln your local 


JCPenney > SSIcMEP SLY SimPLy For. 


| store. We SPO SPORTS : 
a have all the brands 
ad as you know and love. 


JCPenne ey 


www.jcpenney.com 


RICHARD SEYMOUR RETURNS TO ANCHOR GEORGIA DEFENSIVE LINE. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


you surprised?’ | said, ‘No, | know what he can do.”” 

But even Jennings gained a deeper appreciation for Carter as 
the season progressed. Georgia's fourth game of the season was 
at LSU, then ranked sixth in the country. With Georgia's defense 
unable to stop LSU, Carter kept the Bulldogs in the game. He 
completed his first 15 passes — which tied another school record 
held by Zeier. He never flinched in the face of 80,792 LSU fans 
and a national audience. He completed 27 of 34 passes for 318 
yards and two TDs. 

Wait, that’s not all. He also led the Bulldogs with 41 rushing 
yards (which included minus-22 on two sacks). 

Wait, that’s still not all. He also had the game's longest 
reception, a 36-yard throw-back from running back Patrick Pass. 

OK, so he didn’t play defense or special teams, sell tickets, 
lead the band at halftime and coordinate traffic after the game, as 
Donnan said Champ Bailey could do. Still, it was quite a perfor- 
mance for anyone, let alone a rookie in his fourth game. 

But Carter himself was more satisfied with his performance 
against Virginia in the Peach Bowl. He experienced rare trouble, 
throwing interceptions on three consecutive plays as Georgia 
found itself down 21-0 in the second quarter. But Carter brought 
Georgia back, leading three TD drives to tie the score as the Bull- 
dogs won 35-33. 

“That was a big, big program win,” Carter said. “It was very 
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special. We had such a tough loss to Georgia Tech.” 

Carter hopes his quiet confidence will be infectious. 

“Right now, we're going in hoping we can win the SEC champi- 
onship,” Carter said. “If you can play for the SEC championship and 
win it, you'll be playing for the national championship. We've got to 
make a statement that we're making progress. We're not going to 
lose to Tennessee and Florida every year.” 

Carter paused, and added with a chuckle, “But I’m not going 
to make any guarantees. I’m not going to be the Ray Buchanan of 
1999,” he said, recalling the Atlanta Falcons cornerback’s ill-fated 
Super Bowl guarantee. 

To realize how special Carter is is to understand why Donnan 
is so encouraged, not only by the future but the present as well. 
With his recruiting classes getting progressively stronger, Donnan 
believes this year’s team will be his most athletic yet. 

For example, Larry Brown and Jermaine Wiggins were proba- 
bly the best tight end tandem in the country last year. Both are 
gone. But Donnan believes Randy McMillian and Jevaris Johnson 
may be even better. 

Donnan felt offensive linemen Jon Stinchcomb (whose older 
brother Matt was an All-SEC performer at left tackle) and Keith 
Stephens could have played last year had there been a need. But he 
redshirted both, and both are expected to push for starting positions. 

The Dogs lost their top two receivers in Champ Bailey and 
Tony Small. But they signed what may be their best trio of 
receivers ever in Michael Johnson, Durell Robinson and Reggie 
Brown — three high school All-Americans who can fly. 

They also have Terrence Edwards, one of the top signees from 
98. Thad Parker is a Jacquez Green-type athlete who may be ready to 
blossom. Jermaine Phillips, a special teams standout last year, is one 
of the best athletes on the team. The Bulldogs are considering having 
cornerback Tim Wansley pull double duty, a la Champ. 

Rebuilding the running game is the top priority — and con- 
cern — on offense. The Bulldogs tried more failed backfield com- 
binations than an inept safe cracker. Olandis Gary eventually 
emerged as the most dependable back, but now he's gone. 

Patrick Pass and Jasper Sanks, two highly touted backs, both dis- 
appointed. Both were plagued by injuries. But Sanks, by his own 
admission, never was in shape. The coaches privately questioned 
Pass’ toughness. Both have the potential to have breakout seasons. 
Sanks lost about 15 pounds and regained some of his quickness, 

“We've got to get Patrick Pass and Jasper Sanks playing up to 
their abilities,” Donnan said. But he will not count on either one. 
Freshman Bruce Thornton will be given every opportunity to win a 
starting job. He had 1,920 yards and 28 touchdowns at LaGrange 
High playing in Class AAAA, the largest classification in Georgia. 

The obvious drawback: inexperience. The Bulldogs could start 
as many as three or four redshirt freshmen or signees on offense. 
If depth and experience are what separate the great teams from 
the very good ones, Georgia still is probably another year away 
from catching Tennessee and Florida, at least on offense. 

But this doesn’t mean any of the Bulldogs are saying “wait till 
next year.” 

“We want to improve upon what we already started,” said 
defensive tackle Marcus Stroud. “We have the ability to do that.” 

“Oh, yeah,” agreed Carter. “Everything's optimistic around here.” 

Like the offense, Georgia’s defense will be more athletic but 
less experienced in some spots. With quality linebackers stacked 
up three deep, the coaches shuffled some players around to get 
the best athletes on the field. Adrian Hollingshed and Dustin 
Luckie, both starters, were moved to defensive end. Marcus 
Stroud shifted inside to tackle, his natural position. 
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began practicing with the Bulldogs during 
Peach Bowl workouts, continued to 
impress coaches during the spring. The 
coaches already felt good about Jeff Har- 
ris, Tim Wansley and Cory Robinson. 
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THOUGH RELUCTANT TO BOAST 
OF HIS OWN CONSIDERABLE ABILITIES, 
QUINCY CARTER IS NOT SHY ABOUT STATING 
HIS EXPECTATIONS FOR THE TEAM. 


PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


These moves were made possible by 
the rapid development of Boss Bailey and 
Will Witherspoon, plus the signing of 
JUCO standout Kendrell Bell and freshman 
Charles Grant. And weakside linebacker 
Orantes Grant is being touted as an All- 
America candidate. He led the team with 
120 tackles, broke up nine passes and 
recorded 2.5 sacks. 

Moving Hollingshed and Luckie 
leaves Georgia a little light on the corners 
up front. But it improves the overall speed 
on defense, something Donnan believes is 
imperative to compete with the high- 
speed offenses of Florida and Tennessee. 

“We've got some guys on defense 
who can really run,” said Donnan. 

Said Stroud, “We want to be more 
aggressive and be more in an attack 
mode. Last year, we were trying to read 
and react. We want everybody attacking. 
When you've got guys who run a 4.8 
inside and 4.5 guys coming off the ends, 
that’s going to put a lot more pressure on 
an offense. 

The secondary is another intriguing 
area. With Champ Bailey leaving for the 
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Carter Ready for a Leadership Role 


uring the winter and spring, 
De Carter, Georgia’s sensa- 

tional quarterback, woke up 
early every morning and ran with the 
offensive je 

He lost about 10 pounds and gained 
an infinite measure of respect from his 
teammates who guard his back. 

“It lets them know you’re going to 
the next level with them,” he said. 
“They see me working hard, and it car- 
ries over. That’s what makes champi- 
onship teams.” 

As a freshman three years removed 
from his last competitive football game, 
Quincy Carter focused last year on 
playing his position and letting the vet- 
erans Tae As a minor league baseball 
player and much heralded football 
prospect, Carter intuitively knew too 
Fitch hype might not sit well with play- 
ers who had paid their dues. So Carter 
went out of his way to fit in. He lived in 
a dorm with other players, even though 
he could have lived on his own. 

This year, Carter is taking on a more 
active leadership role. Though still reluc- 
tant to boast of his own considerable 


NFL, the Dogs lost probably their best 
defensive player in school history. They 
also lost Kirby Smart, an All-SEC safety. 
But again, with the significant exception 
of losing Bailey, the overall talent base 


N THE LAST TWO 
YEARS, THE BULL- 
DOGS HAVE WON 


19 GAMES — INCLUDING A 
PAIR OF BOWL VICTORIES — 
AND APPEAR TO BE EVEN 
MORE TALENTED THIS YEAR. 


should be improved. 

Jeff Harris finished second behind 
Smart with four interceptions. Wansley, 
though not Bailey's equal, had an impres- 
sive freshman season and could be on the 
verge of stardom. Cory Robinson is a solid 
veteran and JUCO transfer Jamie Hender- 
son is highly regarded. Redshirt freshmen 


abilities, Carter is not shy about stating 
his expectations for the team. 

“My main focus right now is to win 
the SEC championship and the national 
championship,” he said. 

Carter is rapidly developing into a 
big-time football prospect. He com- 
pleted 60.7 percent of his passes (167- 
of-290) for 2,484 yards and 12 
touchdowns and just nine interceptions 
for an efficiency rating of 140.1. He 
also was Georgia’s second-leading 
rusher with 284 net yards (462 if you 
discount sack yardage). 

He was good enough to chase off 
three of his competitors. 

Still, Carter sees room for improvement. 
Though an effective runner at times, Carter 
concedes he wasn’t in the best shape. 

“I was a step slower than | was in 
high school. | can admit to that,” he said. 
“| guess I’m just getting my baby fat off. | 
couldn’t do everything in one year.” 

“I'll probably show a little more 
control of the Shahse. ” he said. “Per- 
sonally, | feel my major role is to be the 
leader on the field, make sure we’re 
under control at all times.” Q 


Cap Burnett and Terreal Bierria could have 
played last year but were not needed. 

But again: How will these newcomers 
handle playing in front of 100,000 Ten- 
nessee fans in Neyland Stadium against 
the defending national champions? 

And another wildcard: How will the 
Dogs adjust to a new scheme put in by 
defensive coordinator Kevin Ramsey, 
whom Donnan hired away from Phil Ful- 
mer at Tennessee? While the coaches 
insist the changes will be subtle, Donnan 
has quietly conceded Georgia must play a 
more attack style defense to beat the likes 
of Tennessee and Florida. 

One factor favoring Georgia is its 
schedule. The Bulldogs open with four 
consecutive home games against Utah 
State, South Carolina, Central Florida and 
LSU. They could easily be 4-0 for the third 
consecutive season going into the Ten- 
nessee game. By then, maybe some of 
the younger players will be ready to play 
like veterans. The talent gap has been nar- 
rowed. Now, it’s a matter of closing the 
margin on the scoreboard. 

— Guerry Clegg 


Linpy’s FooTsAu. ANNUALS 133 


his was Kentucky football the last 

two years: Tim Couch zipping 

Passes around the field, wide 
receivers piling up unbelievable numbers 
and the Wildcat defense holding on for 


dear life in another down-to-the-wire, 
high-scoring thriller. 


KENTUCKY 


WILDCATS 


Crowe, will probably spend his senior sea- 
son at tackle, helping shore up the mid- 
dle. Converted tight end Jimmy Haley is 
another candidate to help at tackle. 

UK fans got a peak last year at what 
Dennis Johnson can do at defensive end. 
The 1997 USA Today high school Defen- 


Kelly and Grant. “They’re really fast and 
can run with anybody. That’s the reason 
we're able to play this defense.” 

What the Cats play is an aggressive, 
blitzing, pressure-oriented style of defense 
that is susceptible to giving up big plays but 
also capable of making them. 


Defense Takes Over Center Stage at UK 


This will be Kentucky football in 1999: 
Linebackers Jeff Snedegar, Marlon McCree 
and John Rader zipping around the field, 
piling up turnovers while the offense 
learns to adjust to life without its All- 
American quarterback. 

How quickly the Wildcats make that 
transition, and how improved they are on 
defense, especially early, will go a long 
way toward determining if Kentucky can 
put together back-to-back winning sea- 
sons and bowl trips. Running backs 
Anthony White and Derek Homer return, 
but Couch and record-setting wide 
receiver Craig Yeast are gone. Coach Hal 
Mumme is also looking to replace all five 
starting offensive linemen. 

That's why defense will be so important 
this season to a team that last year set 
school records for points and total yards. 

“Hopefully our staying power on 
defense will be a little bit better than it has 
been,” Mumme said. 

“We'll be better,” defensive coordinator 
Mike Major predicts. “We'll be more consis- 
tent. We won't be really, really good one 
play, then not-so-good the next play.” 

Seven starters return on defense, 
eight if you count free safety Willie Gary, 
who missed the final eight games of 1998 
with a knee injury but is expected to be at 
full strength this fall. Thirteen of last year’s 
top 17 tacklers are back. 

The Cats are thin at tackle, but they've 
got depth and experience everywhere else. 

In fact, UK is so loaded at defensive 
end that one of last year’s starters, Gordon 


RUNNING BACK DEREK HOMER RETURNS. 
PHOTO BY BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 
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sive Player of the Year started the final six 
games of '98 and made several big plays. 

Johnson will be counted on to make a 
slew of big plays this year, but the 
strength of the defense is linebacker, 
where the Cats are two-deep at each 
position. Snedegar is a three-year starter 
who led the team in tackles in ’97 and 
was second last year. McCree blossomed 
as the weakside backer, leading the Cats 
in tackles for loss (11) and sacks (seven). 
And Rader became a steady performer in 
the middle. 

Gary’s return should bolster a young but 
promising secondary. Strong safety David 
Johnson started nine games as a freshman, 
while Eric Kelly and Kenneth Grant both 
have the kind of speed required to play 
man-to-man on the corners the way Major 
expects it to be played. 

“They're really good,” Major said of 


at a glance 


The big plays are what Major craves, 
especially turnovers. UK was near the bot- 
tom of the SEC last year in forcing 
turnovers, with 10 fumble recoveries and 
just six interceptions. Those numbers will 
increase this season, predicts Major. 

“| think we'll get the ball back for them 
(the offense) a bunch this year,” Major said. 
“Some one-two-three-and-outs. We'll get 
some intercepts and cause some fumbles. 
We'll be able to help Hal. We've gotta be 
able to pick up the slack a bit.” 

“Hopefully the defense can carry some 
of the load the offense carried the last two 
years,” said Dennis Johnson. “The offense, 
they'll have their good times, but there 
might some games when they have bad 
times, and those are the games the defense 
has to pick it up even that much more.” 

UK’s offense rarely struggled during 
Mumme’s first two seasons. Even in 


1998: 7-5 Overall, 4-4 SEC (4th East) 
COACH: Hal Mumme — At Kentucky: 12- 
11, 2 years; Overall: 77-38-1, 10 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: | |; 3 Offense, 

7 Defense, Kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: FB Derek 
Homer, RB Anthony White, W/R Quentin 
McCord, LB Jeff Snedegar, LB Marlon 
McCree, LB John Rader, SS David Johnson, 
FS Willie Gary, PK Seth Hanson 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Cats have 
their most speed and depth on defense in 
the Mumme era. Running backs Anthony 
White and Derek Homer were the top pro- 


ducing backfield duo in the SEC last year 
in combined rushing and receiving 
yardage. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: In addition to 
quarterback, UK must replace alll five 
starters on the offensive line and find a 
new go-to receiver. 

OVERVIEW: The schedule will be tougher 
than last year, and the offense doesn't fig- 
ure to be as good. How much improve- 
ment the defense makes will determine if 
the Cats can string together consecutive 
winning seasons for the first time since 
1983-84. 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH Scoot / CourcE Nawe / Position SIZE HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Cource 
| Derek ABNEY WR 5-10, 165 Mosinee, WI Everest Charles HAMWRIGHT, III DB 5-11, 180 Clemonton, NJ Highland 
Gatorade Wisconsin Player of the Year Two-time All-State # Three-year starter @ As a senior, had 62 recep- All-Conference Three-year starter @ Leading tackler in school tory wih 194 cores tackles @ Had 46 tack- 
tions for 1,309 yards and 14 touchdowns @ Had 132 career receptions for 2,987 yards and 31 perlrsiaa les as a senior @ Had four career fumbles caused @ Two-year letterman in track. 
Drew ASHCRAFT OL 6-5, 290 Lexington Dunbar Jared LORENZEN GB 6-4, 240 Fort Thomas, KY Highlands 
USA ey opera menkon AW erica The Niakasa Rectirg Asrat 2k cuerr.» tea. eB SipePrep Alarcon AS ¢Kerhly Mv, Foobl @ Led am to se championship # As a senior, 
prospect in Dixie Region by SuperPrep @ All-State # Had 76 career completed passes for 3,392 yards and 45 4 Had 904 yards rushing and scored 15 touchdowns. 
Jed BASSETT DB 6-0, 187 McAllen, TX Memorial | Sylvester MILLER OL 6-5, 290 Glenwood, Il Mt. Carmel 
Three-time All-Area @ Three-yeor starter @ Hod 117 tackles, two intere and two fumbles recovered as a | | Honorable mention All-State @ All-Catholic League @ Two-year starter. 
senior @ As a junior, had 101 tackles @ Four-year starter in baseball Seas amet 
peewee 6-2, 240 Albertville, AL Alberville 
Mike BESHARA LB 63, 235 Dallas, TX Park USA Today honorable mention All-American # Rated No. 100 prospect in Dixie Region by SuperPrep @ All- 
Three-year starter # Hod 280 career tackles @ As a senior, Pal 6d tds, including five for loss, four quarter- pon ex baiarced ni prl ited pars air os prac fe ark 
back sacks, two quarlerbock hurries and wo fumbles caused # Had 120 tackles as a junior. 
seca ipsa 5-11, 197 iia 7 a Pupsrgrv " 
Bobi BUZEARD 67, 240 Hampton, VA Hargrave Military Academy inally si Kentucky in 1998 # USA T honorable mention All-American All-State @ Three- 
Enroll apace RH ar a ile an ra Hy Re oes rte Se | pa ge Beret had 3,274 yards rushing and scored 33 touchdowns on 361 carries. 
Had 30 receptions for 621 yards and scored seven touchdowns as a senior. 
Brad PYATT WR 6-1, 188 Arvada, CO 
Octavius BOND WR 61,185 Mase mkash 8 Passes Abita dstteociny Bk Corkostoe ® Toes jocn ace «Hol 0 
Ranked No. ee ichcahe sly Sorta end meat AL ac ome ties receptions for 926 yards and scored 16 touchdowns as a senior. 
Terrence CALHOUN DB 5-10, 186 Austin, TX Nick SEITZE DT 6-5, 255 Converse, TX Judson 
separtig Clade 100 player in Texas @ All: Si Thee on fo en cee # Hod 1,086 All-District @ All-San Antonio @ Two-year starter @ As a junior, started at offensive tackle. 
ing and scored 17 touchdowns as a senior @ As a junior, had 862 yards ru 
Emest SIMMS WR 5-8, 165 Wamer Robins, GA ston County 
Jonathan CHAPMAN RB 6-1, 188 Pikeville Pikeville Allie # Theeyer sre # Aso serie, hod 226 cos for 1 653 ris on erred 21 touchdowns @ 
Honorable mention All-State @ Helped team fo state championships in freshman and sophomore seasons # Hod 19 receptions for 271 yards and scored three touchdowns 475) er og yo cr 
Class AA Player of the Year as a junior # Had 1,398 yards rushing and scored 31 touchdowns. be Te eee Fa 2 Yas ne eg aad iinet 
Keith CHATELAIN OL 65, 325 Kenner, LA Rummel a2 SIXBERY OL 6-4, 315 Littleton, C 
Ranked No. 40 prospect in Louisiana by SuperPrep @ All-Metro @ Three-year starter # Team copiain. USA Today honorable mention All: -American @ Rated No. ry prospect in Wid he Region by SuperPrep 
Two-time All-State @ Blocked for offense that averaged 40 points per game. 
Quentus CUMBY DB 6-1, 200 Cleburne Clebume 
Se NEL A Seis Thee aii ore feel 7A ee nadia ad sy Sia Derek SMITH TE 6-6, 240 Silver Grove Highlands 
downs @ Hod 73 tackles and Iwo interceptions @ Retumed one punt and one kickoff for iouchdowns. PrepSior All-American # Gatorade Kentucky of the Year @ Three-year starter @ As a senior, had 44 
recone oo Le yor oe ered @ Hod 85 tackles, including 12 for loss, seven quarter- 
Jeremy DAVIS LB 6-3, 235 Norfolk, VA Fork Union Military Academy back sacks, six interceptions, cone fumble caused and three fumbles recoveredward. 
Twortime All-State @ Three-year starter at linebacker # Also started at fullback and fi paras acne! 
123 tackles, including 20 for loss, five quarterback sacks, two interceptions, and four caused. Derrick TATUM DB 60, 190 Shaker Heights, OH Shaker Heights 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Ranked No. 65 prospect in Midwest Region iSeatiep® 
Brandon DOGGETT DB 5-9, 165 Valdosta, GA Valdosta Three-time All-League Three-year storter @ Hod 3,900 career rushing yords and scored 50 touchdowns. 
All-Area @ Team captain @ Three-year starter # Missed much of senior season due to injury. 
Dustin WYNN K 66, 208 Middlesboro Middlesboro 
Richard EVANS, II DE 6-4, 250 Duncanville, TX Duncanville | Us Tay he sin rn Pape Arion rn AeSt  l 10 
All-District @ Team captain @ Hod 94 tackles, including six for loss, and six quarterback sacks as a senior # | obo B yok corer @ 2a si age 4 2816 Se 00rd apes including a state- 
Three-year letterman in football @ Four-year letterman in track. basal rere 74 extra point attempts, with both misses being bloc! 
Otis GRIGSBY LB 64,210 San Antonio, TX | Demotto YOUNGBLOOD DT 6-5, 240 College Park, GA North Clayton 
All'Siate @ San Antonio Area Defensive Player of the Year @ As a senior, pears le, Sos eit moieties Three-time AllCounty @ Had 69 tackles and eight quai sacks as a senior @ Three-year le#erman in bas- 
sacks, four passes broken up, four fumbles caused and one interception # Three-year letterman ketball and track @ Four-year letterman in tennis. 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 
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z —— Att Comp Yarps a E=_=___—— 
68 Louisville 34 Couch 400 4275 72.3 36 15 Sept. W Gohactat 
; Mumme 2140 A259 W667 G a — 
52 Eastern Kent 7 . 
oe Se RUSHING Sept. 18 at Indiana 
31 Indiana 27 Yaros  AvG SE 
35 Florida = 51 Sgr Pee : Sept. 25 Florida 
= : : White 98 434. 44 #440 «2 <a SS 
20 ~= Arkansas 27 McCord 2 +118 590 80 1 Oct. 2 iaerne 
-- : — Shanklin 15 94 6.3 20 0 = —— 
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| 39 SU 36 “Yarns AVG =e ; — 
a : <<a Oct. 16 LSU 
26 Georgia 28 sas 31 15.4 97 14 aie = - 
: White 78 562. =«75 «48 ~#« : 
37 __ Mississippi State 35 Coleman 42 588140 2S Oct. 23 at Georgia 
: —— ee Homer 4l Ee eee = 
55 Vanderbilt 17 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 4 at Mississippi State 
21 Tennessee 59 | Tackuts: Zurcher 76; Snedegar 50; Johnson 42. Rew. Que RapVanderbilt 7 
a OursAck BowL ——— ih INTERCEPTIONS: Johnson 2. aoe = 
QB Sacks: McCree 6; Snedegar 4; Jacobs 4; Crowe 4. 
14 Penn State 26 | Taoues Foe toss: ia rie kad Mea Nov. 20 Tennessee 
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losses, the Cats could be counted on to rush 
the ball down the field and into the end 
zone. But without Couch and Yeast and a 
veteran line, things will be different in ‘99. 

Mumme insists, however, that the 
only things that will change are the names 
of the players. 

“We're not going to look as polished 
but we're not going to stop doing what 
we do,” Mumme said. 

That means Dusty Bonner better get 
his arm warmed up. 

As Couch’s backup in '97, 
Bonner threw 14 passes in eight 
games. As the man who earned 
the right during spring practice 
to fill Couch’s shoes this fall, 
Bonner will probably throw 14 
passes in the first quarter of UK's 
season opener against Louisville. 
That is if he’s still the starter on 
Sept. 4. 

After redshirting last year, 
Bonner beat out Chase Harp 
(who accepted Mumme's offer to 
move to tight end) and Mike Sci- 
pione two-thirds of the way 
through spring drills. But he 
might face another challenge 
during two-a-days from fresh- 
man Jared Lorenzen, who was 
named Kentucky’s Mr. Football 
for 1998 after leading Ft. Thomas 
Highlands to a 15-0 record and 
the Class AAA state title. 

Lorenzen is expected to 
enroll in summer school and 
begin working out with his new 
teammates in June. Mumme 
said he'll give the 6-4, 240- 
pound left-handed passer “six to 
eight,” practices in August to see 
if he can pass Scipione as Bon- 
ner’s backup. 

“If he can beat out Scip and 
show he’s grasped things fast 
enough, then we'll let him have 
a shot at Dusty,” Mumme said. 
“But if he can’t beat out Scipi- 
one, there’s no sense in him 
taking reps away from Dusty 
in practice.” 


high school history when he came out of 
tiny Hyden three years ago. The USA 
Today Offensive Player of the Year in 1995 
was sought by every Division | power in 
the country. 

Bonner comes with less lofty creden- 
tials. He’s not as big as Couch, nor does 
he have the arm strength Couch pos- 
sesses. But Bonner does have a pedigree 
for leadership. A two-year starter and team 
captain for one of the top high school pro- 
grams in the country (Valdosta, Ga.), he beat 


JEFF SNEDEGAR IS A THREE-YEAR STARTER WHO LED THE TEAM IN 
TACKLES IN ‘97 AND WAS SECOND LAST YEAR. 


PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 


The odds are on Bonner’s 
side. Rarely does a freshman quarterback 
at a Southeastern Conference school earn 
a Starting role in his first August. 

Don't expect Bonner to make UK fans 
forget about Couch, who over the last two 
seasons threw for 8,159 yards and 73 
touchdowns while staking claim to nearly 
ever passing record in UK history. 

Couch was the most prolific passer in 


1999 


out Harp and Scipione in the spring with his 
mind as much as with his arm. 

“He's a little better in the intangibles, ” 
said Mumme. “The leadership skills, knowl- 
edge of the offense, the way he conducts 
himself in the huddle. Those kind of things. 
And he’s got a quicker release.” 

Mumme'’s favorite word to describe 
Bonner is “unflappable.” 


“He's not a rah-rah guy; he’s like this all 
the time,” Mumme said, tracing a horizontal 
line through the air. “He stays calm, which is 
what we like. We like guys who don't take 
the peaks and valleys too hard.” 

Mumme said as young as the Cats 
will be up front, he needs a quarterback 
who can not only throw a timed-out pat- 
tern, but also one who can avoid a blitz 
with his agility and sniff one out before 
it happens. 

“It’s kind of a gut feeling,” 
Mumme said. “I can't really 
explain it. But the way things 
work around here offensively, 
it’s a trust factor. You're going 
to call this play and hope it 
works, but if it’s one that does- 
n't, you're hoping he'll check 
off to one that will. Right now, 
Dusty's ahead there. That was a 
really big thing.” 

Bonner said he has 
improved his arm strength 
since arriving at UK by lifting 
weights and throwing countless 
balls. He still needs work, he 
said, on deep balls, but as he 
begins his third year in 
Mumme'’s system he feels 
comfortable as the starter. 

“I'm concerned about throw- 
ing what | need to throw in this 
offense,” Bonner said. “I feel 
comfortable with the passes 
we've got, | just want to get bet- 
ter arm strength to make some of 
the throws easier.” 

What won't be easy is fol- 
lowing in Couch's footsteps. 
The fanatical zeal with which Cat 
fans follow their basketball team 
is legendary; and it's spreading 
to football. Every home game last 
season was a sellout. Forty luxury 
suites are being added to Com- 
monwealth Stadium, increasing 
the capacity to 68,000. 

Bonner knows his every move 
as Couch’s successor will be ana- 
lyzed by UK fans and media. And 
he knows his limitations. 

“Tim was a great player, proba- 
bly the best in Kentucky history,” Bonner 
said. “All we have to do is play as a team. 
I'll do my best and rely on my teammates 
and we'll be fine.” 

With White and Homer, the Cats are 
set at running back. Quentin McCord, 
who caught 37 balls last year, is first in 
line to replace Yeast as the go-to receiver. 
Jimmy Robinson, Garry Davis and James 
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Pos. Class Hr. . HOMETOWN 
83. Cheddi Achom TES 63. 215 London, Onioo 20. EricKelly @ k 51) 190 PononoCiy, AL 
“8B Dougie Allen WR So 510 168. Lexingon 89 Billy King FS So 62 194 Goshen 
13 beMikeAndencn = Pk 180 Lexington 26 Ments Lone Bf 61 «(197 Volos, GA 
78 MatBonke = kSsdr.«C 6288 Schomburg. Ik 4) Mat Loyow OX + 63 237 MoniA 
87 Nike Beime WR So 63 201 The Woodlands, TX 6 Jemry leGrond O So 61 292 Bowing Green 
"89. Bcbby Blizzard TE fr 67265 Homplen, VA 89. Tom Malloy WR So 61 183. Urbandale JA 
“15. Dusty Bonner CB So 62 206 Valdosto, GA 97 Goerge Massey Dh & 63 20 yh 
38 Jeerny Bowie @ & S10 181 Ter 25 Quenin McCord WR «$10. 183 LaGrange, GA 
72 MotBown == LCs So. 5304 Harlingen, TX 30 Marlon McCree B * 61 205 DakmoA 
@ Neal Brown WR So 60 175 Dowie 59 Ryon Murphy 1B So. 62-286 Gncinnali, OH 
Joel Bryon SS So 510 206 Bryon 54 Teddy Neptune BS 2216 Monkredl, Quebec 
63 Charles Buotolo BF S11 221 Dee Park, NY 7) joshPonith = Ls. O3I7—«Westervle, OH 
95 Gordon Crowe Dh 63 BA Lancaster 73. Advion Paton D So 6283 Harrodsburg 
“BL MittCrowe WR So 62-183 Ormond Beach, FL 18 Mark Perry Go & 62 199 Giillcohe, OH 
"58 Aaron Daniel Ql 63. 272) Velporoeoy FL 31 Brockton Poitier SS So 510 189 Homden, CI 
"82 Gary Dovis WR ot 62 202 Foirbom, OH 93m Roder Bk 6S 238 Sockson 
“51 Chris Demoree B So 64 228 levine 8 Rennie Riley BS 2 213 Son Anno, IX 
57 Nokon DeVaughn CS 65 %S Cobn 9 Jenmy Robinson WR St 63 201 SereMomboin, GA 
13 Corry Doyle OB ok 60 176 Lexingn 46 kebn Robinson D fr 64280 Old Washingen, OH 
82 Matt using OK S& 62 296 Edgewood 96 More Somuel K So. 510 166 Anchoroge 
79 Tromoine Goines Of 64 302 Icke Mary, R 53. Mott Schneider B 63 222 Cincinnal, OH 
80. Edgor Gant WR fr 63.211 WestHomplon, NI 19 Mike Scpione 8 fr 6S 233. Cerkevile, VA 
"27 Wikio Gary Sk 510 187 Vakbonlo, GA 2B KendickShorkin «BBs So.«S-9 164 Baton Rouge, A 
33 Gis Gayton FS So. 62-201 _—-‘Menkeod, Quebec Brion Siddens Dk 66 217 Loviwile 
36 Kenneth Gront ® k 60 20 Adsin,IX 35 Al, Simon BS S11 231 Newport 
7 Irsny Holey DX  S& 63 245 lowl,MA 1 Andy Smith PS ~~ «6321S Franklin 
61 EicHall SN So 60205 Elizabethtown 50 Grayson Smith OX k 61 241  Schewile 
10 Seh Hanson Kk 62 195 Dolls,1X 74 Omar Smith O ok 63.285 Miromor, FL 
94. Richord Hardin DL So 66 261 —_Lovisvile 17 Jef Snedegor ‘BS «= «62243 Scene, OH 
11 Chase Horp Co k 60 176 Dome 29 Moned Sneed cB fr 61 25 Ehysion Fields, TX 
7. Vincent Harison WR So 511 185. Grcimoli, OH 85. Mike Spencer 1B So. Gd B2 Lovie 
39 Nick Heold WR So. 59 173 Beoument, IX 52. Anwor Stewart DX S 63 244 Poon, FL 
84 Alex Hermon WR ok 510 183 Union 88 Roger Sulevon O + 64 253 Aloo, GA 
66 Cory Holman O + 65 285 Domville Abin Tokeshira WR So 511 184 Waipahu, Hi 
42. Derek Homer Book SIN 197 ‘Fi. Knox 24 Anhony Wojda FS So Gd (186 Lovie 
9. Edson Hubert BS 59 180 Sograw,M “98 Maurice Wels O fr 63 232 ‘Ridwmond, VA 
9% Gory Hughes WR So 510 155. Lovisile 90 Pobick Wells DR ft 63 255 Front 
40 Gus Jocobs Bk «G60 21d Lovtaile “Qh leeWedley = (sd «=O 218 Compbelion, FL 
& David Johnsen $$ So 60 195 Virigtio Beach, VA 85 James Whalen. TE «SB 231 Peedond, OR 
"55. Darrick Johnson C So 62 298 Harrodsburg 32 Anthony White RB Se 61187 ‘Twiburg Hight, CH 
"56 Deis Johnson DS 67 256 Harrodsburg 91 Brondon White Ah ok 63 25 Ele 
~ A Marten Johnson So S10 182. Debi, M & Jamal White (BS 63 216 Grech, 
“91 Joshua Jones WR & 62 197 Awow,OH "28 Jermaine White WR it 66 202 Gainesville, FL 
“AS Mike Komphake RB «So 60205 Cinco, OH 5 PobickWiggins = Bs So GDB? Saweree, GA 
1 Anthony Kelly SS So. 511 185. Compbelhon, FL Roster ond deph chart subject to change. - 
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1999 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Dusty Bonner, So/Mike Scipione, Fr 
‘Anthony White, Sr*/t Kendrick Shanklin, So 
Derek Homer, Jr*/Martez Johnson, So 
Quentin McCord, Jr*/Michael Beirne, So 
Garry Davis, Jr/Dougie Allen, So 

James Whalen, Jr/| Bobby Blizzard, Fr 
Omar Smith, Je/Cory Holman, Jr 
Aaron Daniel, Jr/JerryleGrand, So 
Nolan DeVaughn, So/l Derrick Johnson, So 
Josh Parrish, So/T ramaine Gaines, Fr 
Matt Brown, So/Matt Burke, Fr. os 

Seth Hanson, Jr*/Marc Samuel, So 


DE Matt Layow, Jr/Adrian Patton, So 

DT Gordon Crowe, Sr*/Richard Hardin, So 

DT George Massey, Sr/Patrick Wells, Fr 

DE Dennis Johnson, So*/Anwar Stewart, Jr 
OLB _Jeff Snedegar, Sr*/Lee Wesley, Sr_ 


MLB John Rader, Jr? /Chris Demoree, So 


OLB Marlon McCree, Jr*/Ronnie Riley, So 
cB Eric Kelly, Jr*/Jeremy Bowie, Jr 
cB Kenneth Grant, Jr/Patrick Wiggins, So 
ss David Johnson, So*/Champ Kelly, So 
“FS Willie Gary, Jr/Anthony Wajda, So 


.P Andy Smith, Sr/Joe-Mike Anderson, Jr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


ne of the more intriguing questions 

about last season centered around 

freshman defensive end Dennis 
Johnson, the 1997 USA Today high 
school Defensive Player of the Year. 

Because he came with such lofty 
expectations, some reporters and fans con- 
sidered Johnson somewhat of a bust, even 
though he started the final six games and 
finished ninth on the team in tackles. John- 
son also recovered two fumbles, had two 
sacks and made three other tackles behind 
the line. 

When last season ended, Johnson had 
pins removed from his left wrist. Surgically 
implanted to help heal a broken wrist he 
suffered in high school, the pins were 
becoming a nuisance because they had 
become loose, were causing pain and kept 
him from lifting weights during the season. 

With the pins out, he began a weight- 
lifting regiment in the winter that he hoped 
to carry over to the summer. His weight 
jumped from 235 to 256 pounds, and the 
6-7 sophomore hopes to weigh 265 by 
this fall. 

¢ UK's already precarious offensive line 
situation took two hits in the spring. First, 
backup center Derrick Johnson suffered a 
broken ankle in the first scrimmage. Then, 
backup guard Tramaine Gaines suffered a 
broken foot. Both are expected to return 
for the season. 

Sitting out the '98 season was difficult 
to do for offensive tackle Omar Smith, but 
the rewards for his redshirt season include 
a stronger body and better understanding 
of the game. 

Smith was so confident of his abilities 
that he asked line coach Guy Morriss to put 
him at left tackle, the position usually 
reserved for a team’s top blocker because 
it's the last line of defense against blitzing 
linebackers. 

¢ Jimmy Haley started at tight end last 
season and caught 13 passes, including a 
one-handed grab for a touchdown against 
Louisville that was so spectacular it was 
chosen as the CNN/SI Play of the Day. 

Imagine his surprise, then, when 
Mumme called him into his office during 
the winter and told him he wanted him to 
spend his senior season at a new position, 
defensive tackle. 

After the shock wore off, what Haley 
heard from Mumme was that the Cats were 
loaded at tight end and weak at defensive 
tackle. “He told me what he wanted and 
what the deal was and I told him I'd do it,” 
Haley said. 

— Rusty Hampton 


1999 


KENTUCKY 


Wildcats Still Have a Dynamic Duo ... 


ith all the commotion caused 
by Tim Couch’s passes last 
season, this went unnoticed 


in the Southeastern Conference: 

The top running back duo, in 
terms of total oie rushing and 
receiving, did not play for national 
champion Tennessee or Western 
Division champion Mississippi State. 
It didn’t perform for Florida, Georgia 
or Arkansas, either. 

No, the SEC’s most dynamic back- 
field duo last year played for Kentucky, 
where the numbers posted each Satur- 
day by Couch and favorite receiver 
Craig Yeast often overshadowed those 
compiled by Wildcat running backs 
Anthony White and Derek Homer. 

The bad news for UK fans is that 
Couch and Yeast are gone. 

The good news? White and Homer 
are back. 

Homer plays fullback, the “featured 
runner” in Mumme’s pass-oriented 
attack. White starts at halfback, a more 
versatile position that often leads to 
more catches than carries (White 
caught 78 balls last year, a UK record 
for a running back). 

They complement each other per- 
fectly. Homer is a faster, stronger, more 


receiving. “And I’m ready for it.” Q 


explosive straight-ahead runner; White 
is so elusive that he never seems to get 
hit by the first defender that 
approaches. 

Last year, White had a combined 
1,019 yards (437 rushing, 582 receiv- 
ing). His most productive night came 
against South Carolina, when he 
became the first player in UK history to 
go over 100 yards in rushing (108) 
and receiving (117) in the same game, 
a 33-28 victory. 

After a mid-season attitude adjust- 
ment — he was benched during the 
South Carolina game and didn’t start 
in the next game — Homer finished 
strong. He ran for 130 yards and two 
TDs in UK’s 37-35 victory over Missis- 
sippi State, and ended with 945 total 
yards (716 rushing, 239 receiving). 

With UK breaking in a new quar- 
terback, look for White and Homer 
to be even more critical to the Cats 
this season. 

White is one of just a handful of 
seniors projected to start. 

“| believe | owe it to the team to be 
a leader,” said White, one of only 19 
players in NCAA history with more than 
1,000 career yards in rushing and 


Whalen are proven receivers. Dougie 
Allen, Edgar Gantt and Vincent Harrison 
show promise, and newcomers Bobby 
Blizzard and Derek Smith will challenge 
Whalen for playing time at tight end. 

The most unproven area is the line. 
The Cats are so green there that offensive 
line coach Guy Morriss didn’t expect to 
come out of spring practice with a set 
lineup. UK signed four offensive linemen 
in February. Morriss said all four will get a 
good look in the fall, and he didn’t rule 
out the possibility of at least one starting. 

An inconsistent area the last two 
years has been special teams. Placekicker 
Seth Hanson returns. Andy Smith or Joe- 
Mike Anderson will replace Jimmy Carter 
as the punter. 

Mumme said the Cats now have 
enough speed on special teams that 
instead of ordering his punter to kick the 
ball out of bounds he just might try to kick 
it deep and cover. Another indicator that 
Mumme is getting serious about special 
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LAST YEAR, ANTHONY WHITE HAD 
A COMBINED 1,019 YARDS 
(437 RUSHING, 582 RECEIVING). 
PHOTO BY ROBERT LEITER 


teams is that for the first time since he 
took over, a full-time coach (recruiting 
coordinator Claude Bassett) has been 


E’VE BEEN 
THERE AND 
KNOW 
WHAT IT 
FEELS LIKE,” CROWE SAID. 
“EVERYBODY, DEEP DOWN, 
WE WANT THAT FEELING 
AGAIN, TO BE ABLE TO GO 
TO A BOWL. IT’S JUST NOT 
FUN SITTING AT HOME 
COME DECEMBER.” 


66 


assigned to work with the kickers. 
Crowe, one of three seniors projected 


to start on defense, said he expects the 
Cats to be good again despite the many 
losses on offense. He said spending 10 
days in Tampa for last year’s Outback 
Bowl gave the Cats a taste of success for 
the first time in years. 

“We've been there and know what it 
feels like,” Crowe said. “Everybody, deep 
down, we want that feeling again, to be 
able to go to a bowl. It’s just not fun sit- 
ting at home come December.” 

Mumme, who received a five-year, $4 
million contract following last season, is 
just as optimistic as Crowe. 

“Our guys think they're pretty good, so 
we're not going to tell them they’re not,” 
Mumme said. “They're young, but young 
teams can win. You gotta have some breaks 
and we had a lot of breaks last year. | think 
with enthusiasm and high morale and 
believing in the system, you can overcome 
the youth. But you have to work at it and 
believe in what you're doing.” 

— Rusty Hampton 
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LSU 


since the end of its disastrous 1998 

season, there remains one unfinished 
matter that could serve to complete the 
Tigers’ transformation. 

“The challenge is to make the '98 sea- 
son a temporary setback,” fifth-year coach 


F: all the changes LSU has undergone 


the Tigers after six consecutive losing sea- 
sons. His first three years ended in bow! 
victories, with his last two teams having 
shared the Southeastern Conference West- 
ern Division title. That all fell apart with 
last year’s nightmarish outcome. 

“The first thing we had to do was re- 
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allow him to speak to everyone involved in 
the passing game at the same time. 

LSU has made no secret of its desire 
to open up the offense with its once- 
vaunted backfield now reduced to senior 
tailback Rondell Mealey after Faulk’s grad- 
uation and last year’s offseason dismisssal 


After a Setback, LSU Is Moving On 


Gerry DiNardo said. “The challenge is to 
move on.” 

LSU can't be accused of standing still 
in its quest to erase the memory of a 4-7 
record that destroyed the Tigers’ high 
expectations. To the contrary, LSU has 
been making moves at a feverish pace in 
its quest to bounce back from its sixth los- 
ing season in the '90s. 

A new offensive coordinator was 
named, three former Division I-AA 
coaches were added to the staff, a 
strength and conditioning coach was hired 
away from Kentucky, and a former major 
league baseball player joined the team as 
a walkon quarterback. 

If nothing else, it made for an interest- 
ing offseason. What remains to be seen is 
whether it will make a difference on the 
field beginning with the Sept. 4 season 
opener at home against San Jose State. 

DiNardo seemingly had resurrected 


SEC (5th West) 
lo — At LSU 30-16-1, 


oss 
1998: 4-7 Overall 24 have sp ides of the bal. 
= ) - 3 ‘4 P 


FL Larry | Foster, SE haem Bay. TB Ron 
dell Mealey, DE Jarvis Green, LB Thomas 
-Dunson 

‘PRIMARY STRENGTHS: (SU is blessed 
with a bevy of wide receivers and three 
strong-armed quarterbacks. The Tigers 


establish and reaffirm our goals,” DiNardo 
said. “Our goals haven't changed. We want 
to graduate all our players and win champi- 
onships, and have a winning program.” 

LSU's ability to graduate players was 
apparent last December when Kevin Faulk, 
the school’s all-time leading rusher, received 
his degree. His departure left a gaping hole 
in the offense, as did the loss of quarterback 
Herb Tyler and center Todd McClure. 

What's more, LSU has a new offensive 
coordinator and quarterbacks coach in Bob 
McConnell, who was named to the posi- 
tion after Morris Watts returned to Michi- 
gan State in the same capacity. McConnell 
will remain the wide receivers coach, a posi- 
tion he’s held at LSU since he arrived there 
from Vanderbilt with DiNardo in 1995. 

“] think everybody aspires for responsi- 
bility and a chance to prove themselves,” 
McConnell said of his new role. As for his 
multi-facted duties, McConnell said it will 


@ quarter- 

, as LSU looks to 

become more of a passing team. The 

_ defense remains suspect. 

OVERVIEW: After three successful years 
under Gerry DiNardo, LSU fell apart last 
season and faces a tough task in its bid 
to climb back to respectability. The 
offense is without its major stars of the 
last four years, and the defense must still 
prove itself. 
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of Cecil Collins, who later met a similar 
fate at McNeese State. 

The Tigers have three strong-armed 
quarterbacks, including Josh Booty, a 24- 
year-old sophomore who spent the last 
five years playing third base in the Florida 
Marlins organization. Booty started for the 
Marlins on opening day in 1998, but his 
heart remained with the Tigers nearly from 
the time the Marlins gave him a $1.6 mil- 
lion signing bonus. 

After years of trying, Booty finally 
received his release from the Marlins, who 
accepted his voluntary retirement. 

“This is what I wanted four or five 
years ago, but | got sidetracked by the 
Marlins,” said Booty, who originally 
signed a scholarship with LSU in February 
of 1994 after starring in the Louisiana prep 
ranks at the same time as future NFL quar- 
terback Peyton Manning. “I thought it was 
a great opportunity, and I took it. I'm 
coming here because it’s a dream for me 
to fulfill an obligation and a commitment | 
made to LSU.” 

Booty will be pressed by sophomores 
Craig Nall and Rohan Davey, with Nall 
having started the 1998 season finale for 
the injured Tyler. All three quarterbacks 
will have a bevy of wide receivers from 
which to choose, including Booty's younger 
brother, Abram, the returning split end. 
Abram had 54 catches for team-high totals 
of 779 yards and five touchdowns. 

Senior flanker Larry Foster caught a 


RONDELL MEALEY NEVER STARTED, BUT 
FINISHED AS THE TIGERS’ SECOND-LEADING 
RUSHER WITH 68 CARRIES FOR 334 YARDS 

AND FOUR TOUCHDOWNS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 
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Name / Position SIZE HOMETOWN Hich Scuoot / Couece 
Jonathan AUTRY OL 6-4, 280 Cecilia Cecilia 

Baton Rouge Advocate Super Second Dozen ¢ All-State @ All-District. 

Paul BROUSSARD DL 6-4, 300 LaPorte, TX LaPorte 

SuperPrep All-American @ Houston Chronicle Texas Top 100 # Bench presses 425 pounds. 

John CORBELLO PK 6-0, 205 Lafayette St. Thomas Mor 


; e 
Baton Rouge Advocate Super Second Dozen @ Three-time All-State @ As a senior, hit eight of 17 field goal 
attempts, including two from 50 or more yards @ Had 46 of 61 kickoffs go for touchbacks. 


Jason CUEVAS C 6-1, 285 Purvis, MS Purvis 
Twotime All-Division # Two-time All-County Helped team to district championship three times during career. 
Jason DAIRE OL 6-4, 320 Eunice St. Edmund's 


Baton Rouge Advocate Super Second Dozen @ All-State All-District # As a junior on defense, had 80 tackles. 


Chris DAVIS WR 60, 165 Greensburg St. Helena Central 
Baton Rouge Advocate honorable mention Super Dozen @ All-State # District Offensive Most Valuable Player # 
Had 43 receptions for 960 yards and scored 10 touchdowns as a senior. 


Domanick DAVIS DB/RB 5-10, 180 Breaux Bridge Breaux Bri 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ Baton Rouge Advocate Super Dozen ¢ All-State @ As a 
senior, had 2,204 all-purpose yards @ Averaged 25.8 yards per punt retum. 


Rondy DAVIS DE 63, 215 Houma HL Bourgeois 
All-State # All-District # Two-time All-Region @ Had 82 tackles, including 13 for loss, nine quarterback sacks, 
six fumbles forced and four fumbles recovered as a senior, 


Eric EDWARDS TE 6-5, 250 Monroe Ovochita Christian 
Parade All-American @ Gatorade Louisiana Player of the Year @ Atlanta Joumal-Constitution Super Southem 
100 @ Dallas Morning News National Top 100 @ Baton Rouge Advocate Super Dozen @ Two-time All-State. 


Treverance FAULK LB 63, 220 Lafayette Lafayette 
Adora apt Conese ae a 100 @ Baton Rouge Advocate Super Dozen @ Had 600 yards rush: 
ing as a senior @ Hod 80 tackles. 


Ahmad HARRIS WR 6-2,175 Baton Ri University 
Baton Rouge Advocate honorable mention Super Dozen @ All-State as a junior # As a senior, missed four 
games with broken foot @ Had 242 yards rushing and scored two touchdowns on 38 carries as a junior. 


Demetrius HOOKFIN DB 5-11, 180 Kentwood Kentwood 
Atlanta Jourral-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ Baton Rouge Advocate Super Dozen @ Three-time All-State 
¢ Helped team to consecutive state championships # As a senior, had three interceptions and fumble recovered. 


Brodie JAMES LB 63, 225 West Monroe West Monroe 
Parade All-American @ Atlanta Joumal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ Baton Rouge Advocate Super Dozen 
@ All-State @ Hod 136 tackles, including 10 for loss and five quarterback sacks as a senior. 


Derace JAMES LB 6-2, 238 Patterson Patterson 
Baton Rouge Advocate Second Dozen @ All-State # Three-time All-District @ As a senior, had 60 tackles, includ- 
ing 23 for loss and nine quarterback sacks @ Had 228 yards rushing and scored six touchdowns on 33 carries, 


Nane / Position Size HOMETOWN Hic Scxoot / Coltece 
Prentis JENKINS DB 6-0, 180 Vidalia Holmes Junior College 

Prep All-State @ Had 10 interceptions prior to senior season # Had 1,269 yards rushing on 153 carries as a 
senior @ Scored five touchdowns on lick retums @ As a junior, hod 25 receptions for 585 yards. 

Donnie JONES P 6.0, 200 Baton Rouge Catholic 

Baton Rouge Advocate All-Metro @ All-State All-District @ As a senior, averaged 43.4 yards per punt. 

Chad LAVALAIS TE/DE 6-3, 260 Marksville Marksville 


PrepStar ranked No. 16 linebacker in Southeast Region @ Baton Rouge Advocate Super Dozen @ All-State # 
All-District on offense and defense @ Had 76 tackles, two interceptions, one fumble recovered and one kick 
blocked as a senior @ Had 12 receptions for 331 yards and scored five touchdowns. 


Norman LEJEUNE DB 6-2, 180 Brusly Brusly 
Sa ees Ne teen ayes Hea ses ebb ad Vie Needat he he BF cy 
1,609 yards rushing and scored 27 touchdowns on 167 carries. 


Jerel MYERS WR 6-0, 175 Houston, TX Madison 
Houston Chronicle Texas Top 100 # Played receiver and defensive back. 


Deryell PATTERSON DB 6-0, 185 Friendswood, TX Clear Brook 
Houston Chronicle Texas Top 100 @ All-District # Had 1,044 yards rushing and scored 18 touchdowns on 134 
carries as a senior Had nine receptions for 169 yards and Iwo touchdowns. 


Terry PHILUPS TE 66, 285 Houston, TX Forest Brook 
Dallas Moming News Texas Top 100 @ Houston Chronicle Texas Top 100 @ As a senior, had 10 receptions for 
330 yards defensive end in short yardage situations. 


Rodney REED OL 6-4, 265 West Monroe West Monroe 
Baton Rouge Advocate Super Dozen @ All-State @ All-District @ Helped team fo state championship @ Played 
for offense averaging 45.1 points per game and 242.4 yards per game. 


Hest} RICHEY DL 6-4, 280 Pend GA Berkshire Prep ve 
Rated No. 60 prospect in Dixe Region by SuperPrep @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia # 
100 tackles, six quarterback sacks, six passes broken up and five fumbles caused as a senior. 


Aniron SEIBER QB 6:1, 180 Independence Independence 
Baton Rouge Advocate Super Dozen # All-District @ Led team to state championship game # As a senior, hod 
1,107 yards passing and 15 touchdowns @ Had 670 yards rushing # Made six interceptions. 


LaBrandon TOEFIELD RB 6-0, 225 Independence Independence 
Ailonta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Baton Rouge Advocate Super Dozen Missed senior sea- 
son with injured knee # Had 2,800 yards rushing and scored 45 touchdowns as a junior. 


Bryce WYATT FB/ATH 62, 230 take Charles Barbe 
Al State as a junior @ AllDishic @ As a senior, had 205 yordsrshi and scored two touchdowns on 22 car- 
ties @ Had Fo racehorse 143 vat and cred Goo tae idonn © Thea fovta check oon 


Walter YOUNG DL 6-4, 290 Purvis, MS Purvis 
Allonta Joumal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ Jackson Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen # Had 72 solo tackles 
and 34 assists as a senior # Had 17 tackles for loss, nine quarterback sacks, six fumbles caused, Iwo fumbles 
recovered, two blocked kicks and nine pass deflections @ Also played offensive tackle. 


AWOOKCATHMTHETIGERS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


(4-7, 2-6) PASSING Sept. 4 San Jose State 
== f — Comp Yarps Pct TD 
42 Arkansas State 6 153-2018 61.2 18 Sept. 11] North Texas 
Sar ts 340 49.1 0 = 
3] Auburn 19 RUSHING Sept. 18 Auburn 
a tee Avc 
53 Idaho 20 Oct. 2  atGeorgia 
BE it 2 Oct. 9 Florida 
10 Florida 22 
ass RECEIVING Oct. 16 at Kentucky 
36 Kentucky 39 a eagle = 
Reval G Oct. 23 — at Mississippi State 
Al Mississippi State 6 
31 Mississippi (OT) 7 | |e OBS YE SSISSIpP) 
16. Alabama 22 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 6 — atAlabama 
36 Nisito. Dene 39 Tackles: Roman 84; Wesley 79; LeBlanc 70; McFarland 55. Nov. 1 3 Houston 
ve at — Inrenceenons: Roman 3; LeBlanc 2. ss ted 
QB Sacks: Green 8; McFarland 7; Miller 4; Mitchell 4. 
14 Arkansas Al Facsas Ren Lose: McForlord 17; Green 16; Nilloe 10, Nov. 27. Arkansas 
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team-high 54 passes and is only 58 catches away from becoming 
the all-time leading receiver in school history. Foster has caught 
at least one pass in all 32 games in which he has played. Abram 
Booty has at least one reception in 18 consecutive games. Eight 


of LSU's nine leading 
receivers return, including 
sophomore split end Reggie 
Robinson, who started the last 
three games and finished as 
the fourth-leading receiver 
with 21 catches for 308 yards 
and a touchdown. 

Given that LSU averaged 
384.6 yards per game last 
season, McConnell said the 
design of LSU's offense 
primarily will stay the 
same, even if more passes 
are thrown. 

“There's not going to bea 
lot of wholesale changes,” he 
said. “Look at the numbers 
Morris got. They're pretty 
darn impressive.” 

“We have talent through 
the roof,” said outspoken 
sophomore linebacker Thomas 
Dunson. “As long as one of 
our three All-American quar- 
terbacks comes through, we'll 
be OK.” 

Dunson said there 
have been a series of 
“brilliant moves” since last 
year, not the least of which 
is the hiring of strength and 
conditioning coach Rob 
Oviatt. He replaced Vern 
Banks, who announced his 
resignation shortly after the 
season ended. 

“We worked harder 
than we ever have from top to 
bottom,” Dunson said of 
LSU's offseason weightlifting. 
“A lot of credit goes to Coach 
Oviatt. It starts with him. It 
starts in the weight room. 
That's where your leaders 
are made.” 


That’s where LSU also can add strength to an offensive line 
that returns junior left tackle Louis Williams, junior right guard 
Trey Langley and sophomore right tackle Brandon Winey. Senior 
Al Jackson is expected to take over again at left guard after miss- 
ing the last four games with a sprained knee. Junior center John 
Compton is McClure’s heir apparent. 

Williams was the only offensive lineman to start at the same 
position in every game last year. He took part in 732 plays, which 
was more than anyone else on offense. 

The defensive line could benefit from more bulk in the wake of 
the experience it loses with the departure of nose guard Anthony 
McFarland. Johnny Mitchell, a 315-pound senior, returns at defensive 


SENIOR FLANKER LARRY FOSTER CAUGHT A TEAM-HIGH 54 PASSES 
AND IS ONLY 58 CATCHES AWAY FROM BECOMING THE ALL-TIME 
LEADING RECEIVER IN SCHOOL HISTORY. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


tackle with 261-pound sophomore Jarvis Green back at defensive 

end. Kareem Mitchell, a 267-pound junior, will replace McFarland. 
Green tied McFarland with a team-high eight quarterback sacks 

last year while setting a freshman school record. Johnny Mitchell 


returned his only interception for 
a touchdown and recorded nine 
of his 27 tackles behind the line 
of scrimmage. 

“The defensive line is 
bigger than it’s been ina 
long time,” Dunson said. “The 
big key on defense will be vet- 
eran leadership.” 

Dunson said he expects 
senior linebacker Charles Smith 
to provide a guiding hand. 
Smith was burned by hot water 
from a radiator before last sea- 
son and never quite recovered. 

Likewise for Mealey, who 
couldn't shake the effects of 
having injured his foot the pre- 
vious spring. Smith started 
three games after having 
started all 11 in 1997. Mealey 
never started, but finished as 
the Tigers’ second-leading 
rusher with 68 carries for 334 
yards and four touchdowns. 

“[ can bring leadership,” 
Mealey said. “I’m getting a lot 
of reps, so | can show the 
young guys that hard work can 
carry you a long way.” 

“L always felt as if we 
worked hard around here,” 
DiNardo said, “but when you 
go 4-7, it makes you re-evalu- 
ate your work ethic.” 

DiNardo added an emotional 
boost to the defense with the 
hiring of fiery line coach Joe 
Cullen from Massachusetts and 
Kenny Carter from The Citadel. 
Carter will supervise the drop 
linebackers, strong safeties and 
nickel backs. A third newcomer, 
Charles Coiner, the special 
teams coach and recruiting 


coordinator came to LSU from Appalachian State. Coiner previ- 


ously worked with DiNardo at Vanderbilt. 

The spots became open when former defensive line coach 
Jerry Baldwin left to become head coach at Southwestern 
Louisiana, and former linebackers coach and recruiting coordinator 
Bill Elias took over as head coach at Gannon College in Erie, Pa. 


“This is a wonderful opportunity and it's always great to feel 


like you're coming into a situation where you're wanted,” said 
Carter, a former inside linebacker for The Citadel. “I could not 


have found myself in a better situation.” 


The Tigers’ defense is in need of repair after having allowed a 
school-record average of 408.7 yards per game last season. 
Lou Tepper returns for his second full season after coming under 
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Rohan Davey, So; Craig Nall, So or Josh Booty, So 
Rondell Mealey, Sr*/Josh Reed, Fr 


Tommy Banks, Jr*/Robert Tyler, Jr Jarvis Green, So*/Kendrick Allen, So 


larry Foster, Sr*/Ed Dangerfiled, So 
Abram Booty, Jr*/Reggie Robinson, So 
Joe Domingeaux, So/Kyle Kips, So* 
Louis Williams, Jr*/Sam Forehand, Fr 


Theo Williams, Sr/ Jeremy Lawrence, Fr 


Charles Smith, Sr/Bubba Alexander, Jr 


Thomas Dunson, So/Wardell Sykes, Jr 


Terrence O'Bryant, So/Jamal Hill, Jr* 


Al Jackson, Sr/Bob Wynne, Fr 


Mark Roman, Sr*/Robert Davis, So 


John Compton, Jr/John Young, Fr 
Trey Langley, Jr*/Brad Smalling, Fr 


Damien Woods, Sr*/Fred Booker, Jet 


Clarence LeBlanc, Sr*, Terrence O'Bryant, So 


Brandon Winey, Jr*/Jason Underwood, So 
Danny Boyd, Sr*/Kris Kessler, So 
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Ryan Clark, So/Damien James, Fr 
Corey Gibbs, Sr*/Jeremy Witten, Sr 


ovement and experimentation 

were the hallmarks of a spring 

that saw several position 
changes. 

Senior Mark Roman made the most 
celebrated switch in going from free 
safety to left cornerback, but he was 
hardly alone in working at a new spot. 
Sophomore Terrence O'Bryant went 
from being a backup strong safety to 
playing well at drop linebacker, where his 
ability to cover is a much-needed com- 
modity. 

Sophomore Jason Baggett ended last 
season at tight end, began the spring at 
defensive tackle, and got a look at center. 
Junior Kareem Mitchell moved inside 
from defensive end to nose guard. 

Senior Michael Stamps looked 
impressive at wide receiver after a nonde- 
script season at defensive back. Little- 
used, and rail-thin, sophomore LaVar 
Johnson made his way from tailback to 
flanker. 

Although senior Andy Stroup had 
worked some previously at split end, the 
former walkon quarterback enjoyed his 
most prolific showing. 

¢ Injuries slowed sophomore tight 
end Joe Domingeaux, sophomore defen- 
sive end Jarvis Green and junior split end 
Abram Booty. Domingeaux missed last 
season because of knee surgery, but it 
was an Achilles’ tendon problem that lim- 
ited his spring work. Green was slowed 
by his chronic bad back. Booty under- 
went pre-spring back surgery to remove 
floating disc fragments and was held out 
of contact. 

¢ Junior cornerback Brandon Dale 
and redshirt freshman tight end Zack 
Pendarvis both quit the team in the 
spring. Dale made three tackles on spe- 
cial teams last year while appearing in 10 
games. Pendarvis, who had yet to play, 
wanted time to do other things on cam- 
pus, coach Gerry DiNardo said. 

¢ As he has for the past two seasons, 
junior Jeremy Witten missed several 
spring practice days to play for LSU’s 
baseball team. Witten started much of the 
baseball season in right field. As LSU's 
“pooch” punter last season, he landed 11 
of his 16 punts (68.8 percent) inside the 
opponents’ 20-yard line, with two touch- 
backs and four fair catches. 

— Dave Moormann 
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It’s Time to Get Mean for Roman 


n making the move to left corner- 
back, senior Mark Roman said he 
must develop a “mean attitude.” 

If such choice of words sounds odd 
coming from the soft-spoken Roman, let 
him explain. 

“| have to make sure | catch the fine 
points at meetings,” he said. “I’ve got 
to become a student of football. It’s a 
new experience. I’ve got to learn to 
become a total team leader.” 

If nothing else, LSU coaches want 
Roman to help lift the secondary from 
the abyss into which it had sunk last 
season when teams continually victim- 
ized the Tigers with passes over the 
middle. Thus the move of Roman from 
free safety, where he started 30 of the 
31 career games in which he played. 

“He’s an outstanding man player,” 
defensive backs coach Steve Bernstein 
said of Roman’s strength as a 
defender. “Basically we play in a 
throwing league. He matches up better 
against the quarterbacks and wide 
receivers we face.” 

Roman, at 6-0, 187, certainly dis- 
tinguished himself at free safety, where 


fire for the Tigers’ porous defense. Tepper 
introduced a 3-4 style predicated on line- 
backers, but the Tigers often were 
attacked by passes over the middle as the 
linebackers and defensive backs struggled 
to communicate. 

LSU's philosophy hasn’t changed, but 
the use of its personnel has. Senior Mark 
Roman has moved from free safety to left 
cornerback, while sophomore Ryan Clark 
takes over at Roman’s old spot. Roman 
finished second on the team with 82 tack- 
les, including a team-high 62 solo stops. 
He also made a team-high three intercep- 
tions. Senior Clarence LeBlanc is ear- 
marked for strong safety, with senior 
Damien Woods at right cornerback. 

Joining Smith and Dunson at line- 
backer will be senior Theo Williams and 
junior Jamal Hill. LSU's defense returns 
eight starters, but only two full-time 
starters at linebacker in Dunson and Hill. 
Dunson was LSU's eighth-leading tackler 
with 44 stops, while Hill participated in 
229 plays on defense and special teams. 

“There are no egos on this team,” 
Dunson said. “I don’t say that as a 
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he was an All-SEC first-team selection 


by Football News and a second-teamer 


according to the coaches last year. He 
led LSU’s defensive backs with 82 total 
tackles, including a team-high 69 solo 
stops. He also intercepted a team-high 
three passes. 

Roman’s switch allows sophomore 
Ryan Clark to start at free a Clark 
was LSU’s special teams Player of the 
Year last season. 

“He’s been terrific,” coach Gerry 


DiNardo said of Roman’s acceptance of 


the move. “He has a good attitude. We 
thought it would be a good move, and 
it’s been what we thought it would be.” 

DiNardo said the secondary will 
undergo more changes than anywhere 
else on a defense whose porous nature 
contributed heavily to last year’s woes. 

“| challenged the guys to answer all 
doubts in the spring thot the coaching 
staff might have about us,” Roman said. 
“Going into the season, | don’t want the 
secondary to be a question mark.” 

If things work out as planned, 
Roman could turn it into an exclama- 
tion point. Q 


IN MAKING THE MOVE TO LEFT CORNER- 
BACK, SENIOR MARK ROMAN SAID HE MUST 
DEVELOP A “MEAN ATTITUDE.” 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


bad thing. There are no premium 
players. Everybody has a shot. We're a 
lot tighter. You don’t have to worry 
about walking on egg shells. 


HE TIGERS LOST ONE 
GAME IN OVERTIME 
AND THREE OTHERS 
AFTER HAVING LED IN 
THE FOURTH QUARTER. IT WAS 


ENOUGH TO SPAWN RUMORS OF 
POINT SHAVING, WHICH FORCED 
LSU TO CALL A PRESS CONFERENCE 
TO DISPEL THE NOTION THAT AN 
INVESTIGATION WAS UNDER WAY. 


“Everybody’s fighting for a position. It’s 
competitive. We're having so much fun.” 

Senior Corey Gibbs returns as the 
punter after having finished second in the 
SEC last season with an average of 43.7 
yards per kick. Senior Danny Boyd appar- 
ently has the placekicking chores to him- 


self after walkon Christian Chauvin quit the 
team. Boyd made only one of four field- 
goal attempts last year and is two for 
eight in his career. He was a woeful 25 of 
32 (.781) in extra-point tries. As a team, 
LSU made only five of 10 field goal 
attempts, and 32 of 41 extra point kicks. 

Those statistics cost LSU some valu- 
able points, given that five of its seven 
losses came by a total of 19 points. The 
Tigers lost one game in overtime and 
three others after having led in the fourth 
quarter. It was enough to spawn rumors 
of point shaving, which forced LSU to call 
a press conference to dispel the notion 
that an investigation was under way. 

Such was the nature of the disap- 
pointment over a team picked to contend 
for the conference championship, only to 
finish fifth in the Western Division. A year 
of reflection hasn’t made what happened 
any easier to explain. 

“The only thing | can come up with is 
that it wasn’t our year,” junior fullback 
Tommy Banks said. 

The Tigers aim to change that. 

— Dave Moormann 
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avid Cutcliffe built a reputation as 

an offensive guru at Tennessee 

with an attack that was based 
largely on timing. The timing was right for 
Cutcliffe during the 1998 regular season, 
as Tennessee rolled through undefeated. 
And the timing was right for Cutcliffe after 


OLE MISS 


REBELS 


game on Thanksgiving night. 

Cutcliffe’s arrival on Dec. 2 revived 
Rebel spirits and Ole Miss bounced back to 
play its best overall game in the Indepen- 
dence Bowl, stunning heavily favored Texas 
Tech 35-18. Now, the Rebels — who go 
from being one of the league’s least experi- 


“A lot of people don't understand what | 
mean when | talk about balance. There 
have been teams that throw for 300 yards 


and run for 140 yards that were balanced. 


Balance doesn’t mean you have to run. 
But it means you have to be ABLE to run. 
“There may be games, to win it, you 


Cutcliffe Finds Experience and Talent With Rebs 


the regular season, as Ole Miss suddenly 
found itself in need of a new head coach 
and came calling on a man with an 
impressive, orange-tinted resume. 
Cutcliffe not only got the SEC job of 
his dreams, but a big bundle of returning 
talent to go with it. This is no full scale 
rebuilding project, the kind Tornmy 
Tuberville inherited when he took over a 
probation-strapped program four years 
ago. Ole Miss may still feel the remnants 
of probation in terms of quality depth, but 
18 returning starters off a 7-5 bowl team 
give Cutcliffe and Co., plenty of positive 
vibrations heading into the 1999 season. 
“The first thing you want to do is 
make yourself competitive in teirns of 
going after the Western Division champi- 
onship,” Cutcliffe said. “This team has to 
believe that’s a possibility. | think if you 
look from top to bottom, you could say 


it’s anybody's game. Anybody can win it.” 


The Rebels were so young last year 
that Tuberville must have felt like he was 
walking through Mr. Rogers’ neighbor- 
hood. Despite having only five seniors, 
Ole Miss jumped out to a 6-2 start. Then 
came a rainy nightmare at Arkansas and 
persistent rumors that Tuberville was 
headed for the Plains. 

The final two regular-season losses to 
Georgia and Mississippi State came amidst 
the coaching rumor distractions. The sour 
regular-season ending was punctuated by 
quarterback Romaro Miller's shoulder injury, 
which Kept him out of the MISSISSIPPI State 


THE REBELS ARE SET AT THE NO. 1 QUARTERBACK 
SLOT, WITH ROMARO MILLER HAVING A YEAR’S 


WORTH OF STARTING EXPERIENCE. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 
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enced teams to one of the SEC’s most expe- 
rienced teams — intend to pick up where 
they left off in Shreveport. 

“Defensively, we're going to have 
some experience and some ability,” Cut- 
cliffe said. “If we can develop some depth 
there, | think our defensive unit will be a 
factor. Offensively, | think we can be 
good. Our challenge there will be to have 
great balance.“ 

Cutcliffe, who will be his own offensive 
coordinator, is big on the balance issue. 
When Cutcliffe talks about balance, it does- 
n't necessarily mean the Rebels will strive to 
be 50-50 between the run and the pass. Nor 
does it mean Ole Miss will judge balance by 
the run versus pass yardage. 

“Balance means, regardless of down 
and distance, you have the same ability to 
run it as you do to pass it,” Cutcliffe said. 


COACH: David Cutcliffe — At Ole Miss and 
Overall: First year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 20; 9 Offense, 
9 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Romaro 
Miller, TB Deuce McAllister, SE Grant Heard, 
FL Cory Peterson, DT Kendrick Claiicy, MLB 
Aimegis Spearman, OLB Eddie Suung, CB 
Tim Strickland, FS Syniker Taylor 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Rebels 
could have one of the best and most bal- 
anced offensive attacks in the league. 
Romaro Miller looks like a budding star at 


have to throw for 300 yards. There may 
be other games, to win it, you have to run 
for 240. Playing in the SEC week after 
week, if you are balanced, it always gives 


you a chance. No guarantees, but it gives 
you a chance.“ 


The Rebels are set at the No, 1 quarter- 
back slot, with Miller having a year’s worth 
of starting experience. He spent the spring 
and summer acclimating himself to Cut- 
cliffe's system and working to get stronger 
in the weight room. 

“From a skill standpoint, Romaro 
throws the ball as well as anybody I’ve 
been around,” Cutcliffe said. “If he'll 


work on and off the field like | think he’s 
going to work — preparing himself, learn- 
ing the system, getting more fundamen- 
tally sound — Romaro can be an 
outstanding player.” 


quarterback and ‘Deuce llister is Com- 
ing off a 1,000-yard rushing season. 

PROBLEMS: The defensive 
“ine i is again undersized and depth is ques- 
tionable in several key areas. Ole Miss 
needs for someone to step up at the cor- 
nerback spot opposite Tim Strickland and 
at strong safety. 


OVERVIEW: Tommy Tubenville didn’t 


leave the cupboard bare. Cutcliffe is inner 
iting some talent and will try to get the 
most out of it while relying on his 16 

years of experience with national power 
Tennessee. 
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Name / Position = HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CouEGe 
lan BASS RB Nashville, TN Brentwood Academy 
SuperPrep All-Dixie Ri 


eptfeee 8 sped in Tennesse by Knowle News-Sentinel ¢ AllSiale @ As a 
senior, had 1,029 yards rushing and scor red 21 touchdowns @ Had 53 tackles, including 30 solo, and two inter- 
ceptions @ Missed junior season with knee injury @ Four-year letterman in football and track. 


Les BINKLEY 59,170 Memphis, TN Northwest CC 
Heer ibility remaini Ti Gosdves OF raieo 4 Mata S1 Sf 52 msn for bubonic 
shee 13 of 19 field goal altempts Prep All-State @ Three-year starter. 


Josh COOPER DL 6-4, 220 Marietta, GA 
Three-year starter @ Team captain @ As a senior, had 60 tackles, including 45 solo, ‘a ‘alles for loss and two 
quarterback sacks, 


Lonier GOETHIE DL Baxley, GA Appling Coun 
Had 151 tackles, including 93 93 solo, three interceptions, three fumbles caused and two feo hake reseed a 
senior @ Had 235 career tackles, including 18 for loss, four interceptions and five fumbles cused. 


Barnabas HARRIS DL 6-3, 220 Birmingham, Ensley 
Asa senior, had 89 tackles, six quarterback sacks, 10 ming Ht hurries, 10 passes | blocked, two interceptions 
and three fumbles recovered @ Three-year letlerman in I] @ Two-year letterman in basketball, 


Theo HARRIS OL 63,290 County 

Knoxville News-Sentinel ranked No. 14 player and No. Pole nron in Tenses # Al Se # Are 
@ Hod 69 tackles, including 18 for loss, and six passes deflected as a senior @ Had 44 “ * blocks @ 
Budell recite hit aera Same Mean basketball. 


Kimario HENTZ RB 5-11, 185 Batesville South Panola 
Jockson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 # All-State @ All-Conference @ As a senior, hod 1,506 yards rushing and 


Hich Scoot / CouEGE 


Name / Position SIZE HOMETOWN 


Jesse MITCHELL Di. 6-2, 235 Moss Point Moss Point 

USA Today honorable mention All-American # Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 ¢ All-State @ District Defensive 
Most Valuable Player @ Three-year starter Helped team to consecutive state championships # Had 93 tackles 
and eight quarterback sacks as a senior. 


Jomil NORTHCUTT DL 6-2, 235 Tullahoma Tullchoma 

rlasds Sete Ab aunties > Nesoate Tassos Dobe of the Year @ Two-time All-State As 

epetpl elec reniact dime! four fumbles caused, one fumble recovered and one intercep- 
fion @ Had three receptions for 40 yards. 


Brandon rns aise: 255 Peoria, IL ond rh [psa of 

Two-time All-Conference # 15 receptions, averaging 265 Is per catch, and scored eight touchdowns 
os.a senior # Hod 92 yards rushing on 1] caries @ Hed 17 aces od five quarterback socks # Retumed 
kickoffs and punts @ Had 26 career receptions, averaging 32.9 yards per catch. 


ee Cows Pot ean te ice are he? ee 357 
¢ ienitati ions > rated 22 

ssi pieek bcp 0 aft ieas pepe ar rab : bles recovered and one 

adie betelaneient ried 4) bhisrnt er lof eect ate 


Wes SCOTT DB 61,195 Memphis, TN Memphis University School 
All-State @ Hod 10 receptions for 195 yards and scored one touchdown as a senior # Had team leading 76 
tackles and four interceptions, including two returned for touchdowns @ Four-year letterman in football and track. 


Donny SNYDER DL 6-2, 265 Eudora, AR 
Allie ¢ Fourime ADs @ Asa seri, ba | 18 al, A Gawd waned 
caused @ Four-year letterman in football, basketball and 


scored 22 touchdowns, averaging 8.5 yards per carry. 


Michael HOLUNGER OL 6-2, 300 Metairie, 


Von HUTCHINS GB 5-11, 185 Natchez 


three interceptions @ Four-year letterman in football 


Tommy KELLY Dt 67, 280 Jackson 


tackles and 15 quarterback sacks @ Four-year letterman in track. 


lakh 4, 200 New Orleans, LA 
UIA Toy Laon Player of he Yooe# Rated No. 7 


Kevin McKENZIE DT 6-5, 280 Whiteville, NC Arizona Western CC 
Tworlime All-Conference @ As a had 50 tackles and 13 quarterback sacks # Had 10 “pancake” ‘Asa senior, had 44 tackles, induding 24 solo, and Iwo fumbles recovered Had 13 interceptions, including 
blocks as tight end # Prep All-State # Had 70 tackles and 18 quarterback sacks as a senior. one relumed for louchdown # Four-year leterman in football, basketball and track. 


Archbi 
SuperPrep rated No. Sram (ihr retin trey en ard hentia) 


Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 Two-time All-District @ District Defensive Player of the Year @ Had 1,259 
yards passing and 11 touchdowns as a senior # Had 312 yards rushing on 69 carries and scored nine TDs. 


Lee JACKSON WR 6-4, 200 
Seaacoa An As had 24 eas nd soe oh # touchdowns # Had 
ty @ As a senior, 124 won ew ; cpt nc 


pans Clarion: teat 40 @ Second:team All-State # Senior season was only re fob @ Hod 120 


sadore Newman 
player in Loui Saran 9 BI Sie & Go 
pleted 429 of 725 career passes for 7,389 yards and 81 ee aie 


Tremaine TURNER RB 
Rummel 


Justin WADE DL 
Cathedral 


Robert WILLIAMS RB 


receiving and scored two 


"LLOOKAT HEREBELS 


5-10, 200 
Two-time All-State @ Three-time All-R 


5-9, 195 


junior, hod 1,300 yards rushing and rea 17 


67, 255 Oxford Oxford 
Pp AE Rn kan Garon Te on Mtn As mh 
including 17 solo, four quarterback sacks, three fumbles caused and three fumbles recovered 


Jackson Jackson Prep 
Tatas Chair rakjor Ho # bod payne te enna As este feel 100 eds 


Gadsden, AL Gadsden 
All-State @ Hod 1,880 yards rushing and 3 scored 35 touchdowns on 221 carries as a senior # Had 225 yards 
Bod S99 verse on aarmunre ae sore Fang touchdowns @ As a 


Marcus Ms Seen 6-0, 180 Moss Point High Point 

i r starter @ Helped team fo consecutive state championships # Had 55 tackles, eight interceptions, two 
caused and three fumbles recovered as a senior . 

Demetric WRIGHT DB 5-11, 180 


Courtland South Panola 
USA Today honorable mention All-American # Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 # All-State # All-Conference @ 


Springfield, TN Springfield 
ep St he wh 3 coping #170 
yards rushing on 250 carries with hwo fumbles as a senior @ Four-year letterman in foo 
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(7-5, 3-5) PASSING nS 
ae Comp Yaros Pct 1 
30 Memphis: 10 184 2273 56.4 
nN 89 39.3 
0 Auburn 17 
: RUSHING 
30 Vanderbilt 6 Yaros Ave lc 1D 
48 Southern Methodist (OT) ate McAllister! 2120 082 SNS 
= So Gunn - 123 546 - 4.4 35 6 
30 South Carolina 28 Cannion 55 199 3.6 13 1 
- a7 ae a — a : Lucas 2 75). 37Siean 67 a0 
abama 
_ (OT) aie ~ ___ RECEIVING 
30 Arkansas State 17 Name % No Yaros Ave lc 1D 
: = — or Peterson 4) 601 14.7 77 4 
37 LSU(OT) OW te rome ce Cy Ur eo 
0 Arkansas 34 French a5 386 11.0 30 2 
Morris 20 190 qs OS ue eae 
17 Georgia 24 DeFENsive LEADERS 
6 Mississippi State 28 Tackigs: Spearman 68; Strong 62; Woods 56; Magee 52. 
SANFORD INDEPENDENCE BOWL INTERCEPTIONS: Magee 3. 
35 Taxasech 18 QB SACKS: 5: Strong 4; Burgess 4; Elam 3; Scott 2. 
= J 


SCHEDULE 


eee 1] 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 2 


Goal ia 


| exces For Loss: Clancy 11; Boone 9; Heard 7; Spearman 6. = 


at Memphis 

Arkansas State 
“andecbilt Pad 
at Auburn 


at South Carolina 


Alabama 
at LSU 


Arkansas 


at Mississippi State 
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The Rebels learned last year the importance of having a No. 2 
quarterback who can step in when an emergency arises. When 
Miller went down at the end of Game 10, Ole Miss had to rush 
freshman walkon David Morris into action against its arch-rival on 
national television. Morris has continued to work and improve 
and may again emerge as a more polished No. 2. But lurking in 
the background is heralded freshman recruit Eli Manning, the son 
of former Ole Miss legend Archie Manning. 

If Cutcliffe feels comfortable with Morris or redshirt freshman 
Tim Gallahan, Manning may redshirt in 1999. If not, Manning will 
have to be made available for 
immediate duty. 

Miller and the backup 
quarterbacks should have a 
productive running game to 
call upon, with Deuce McAllis- 
ter and Joe Gunn getting the 
bulk of the carries. McAllister 
and Gunn combined for 1,628 
yards on 335 carries last sea- 
son, the second-highest, sin- 
gle-season total by a tandem in 
school history. 

Whereas the Rebels were 
often in a one-back set last 
year, Cutcliffe likes the two- 
back set. Sophomore Charles 
Stackhouse and redshirt fresh- 
man Toward Sanford are full- 
backs with the ability to block, 
catch and run. 

“The people leading the 
pack at the running back spots 
are all going to be good foot- 
ball players,“ Cutcliffe said. 

The Rebels rushed for 
176.3 yards per game last year, 
second in the SEC, but they'd 
like to break the big ones more 
often. The longest run from 
scrimmage was McAllister’s 
37-yarder against Memphis in 
the season opener. 

The Ole Miss offensive line 
figures to be a team strength 
with starters returning at both 
guard and both tackle spots. 
Highly-regarded left guard Ter- 


THE LONGEST RUN FROM SCRIMMAGE IN ‘98 WAS DEUCE MCALLISTER’S 


37-YARDER AGAINST MEMPHIS IN THE SEASON OPENER. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


McKenzie could be in the mix. 

Split end Grant Heard and flanker Cory Peterson are sure- 
handed veteran wideouts who each went over the 1,000-yard 
career receiving mark last season. Heard and Peterson are only 
the 17th and 18th players in Ole Miss history to crack that 1,000- 
yard receiving plateau. 

Heard is coming off knee surgery after tearing an anterior cru- 
ciate ligament in preparation for the Independence Bow! last 
December. The injury was said to be similar to the knee injury suf- 
fered by San Francisco 49er Jerry Rice a couple of years ago. 
Besides Heard and Peterson, 
Ole Miss is looking for speed- 
ster Maurice Flournoy to 
make an impact. 

Flournoy, who was used 
mostly as a kickoff returner 
last year, has the acceleration 
to stretch the defense or 
make a big play after catching 
a short pass. Junior Ken 
Lucas, who played receiver 
the last two years, has been 
moved to defensive back, but 
could be a two-way player, 
according to Cuitcliffe. 

“You are always looking 
for the fastest guys you can 
have, but you want players 
out there,” Cutcliffe said. 
“How you go deep is not just 
a speed issue. We have some 
guys with quickness. If we 
take advantage of our condi- 
tioning program, we can be 
fast enough. We've got some 
good quick feet and some 
people who can run. And we 
signed some people who will 
help us with that.“ 

On defense, the Rebels 
will have some continuity. 
Defensive coordinator Art 
Kaufman is the only holdover 
from Tuberville’s staff. He'll 
stay primarily with the 4-3 
and his three returning 
starters at the linebacker 
spots could form one of the 


rence Metcalf went down with 

a broken ankle in the third 

game last year at Vanderbilt. Metcalf is expected to be full speed 
for fall drills and fellow 300-pounders Todd Wade, Keydrick Vin- 
cent and Tutan Reyes help give Ole Miss an intimidating look 
along the front wall. 

The key for the offensive line will be finding a center to 
replace three-year starter Matt Luke. Junior Charlie Perkins and 
redshirt freshman Ben Claxton battled for the starting spot 
through the spring. 

Ole Miss also has to find a replacement for All-American tight 
end Rufus French, who opted for the National Football League 
rather than returning for a senior season. Senior Adam Bettis, red- 
shirt freshman Doug Ziegler and junior college transfer Kevin 


1999 


better units in the league. 

Senior middle linebacker 
Armegis Spearman, who was nominated for the Butkus Award 
last season, is coming off a year in which he made a team-high 
84 tackles. Sophomore strongside linebacker Eddie Strong is a 
star in the making and weakside senior linebacker Ronnie Heard 
is settling in at that spot after spending his first two years at 
strong safety. 

“| think that’s a strong threesome, but we have to find some 
people (at linebacker) to go with them,” Cutcliffe said. “It’s a very 
physical position and you need a high level of depth.“ 

Along the defensive front, the Rebels hope to rally around 
tackle Kendrick Clancy, the defensive MVP of the Independence 
Bowl. Clancy was a one-man wrecking crew against the Red 
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REBELS SPRING ROSTER 


1999 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
aT 


Romaro Miller, Jr*/David Morris, So 


RB Deuce McAllister, Jr*/Joe Gunn, So* 

‘FB Charles Stackhouse, So/Toward Sanford, Fr 
“FL Cory Peterson, Sr*/Jamie Armstrong, So 
SE Grant Heard, Sr*/Maurice Flournoy, So 

TE Adam Bettis, Sr/Doug Ziegler, fr 
“LT Tutan Reyes, Sr*/Matt Koon, So 

LG Terrence Metcalf, So*/Shane Grice, So 
~€ Ben Claxton, Fr/ Charlie Perkins, Jr 

RG Keydrick Vincent, Jr*/Augustus Carwell, Fr 
RT Todd Wade, Sr*/John Keith, So 

PK Les Binkley, Jr/Carlisle McGee, Sr* 


lE 


SLB 


WIB 
cB 


ss 
FS 
P 


cB Tim Strickl 


Derrick Burgess, Jr*/John Romm, Jr 
Kendrick Clancy, Sr*/Tyler Williams, Jr 


Comone Fisher, Sr*/Michael Boone, Sr 


Antionne Scott, Jr/Shane Elam, i 
Ronnie Heard, Sr*/Shawn Johnson, Jr 


MLB Armegis Spearman, Sr*/Chad Cook, Jr 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN No. NAME Pos. Class Hr. Wr. Hometown 
58_Evon Alfrd B_Fr_&1_210_NewOrleons, A _ T1_NaitKoon O So 65 245 Myre 
7__Jemie Armstrong WR So 60 180 Planterwille 19 Ronnie letson WR S 511183 Nercoss,GA 
3 Ross Batley KS S11 170 NewAbony 2 Kenlucas BWR 61193 evel 
63 German Belo OL Fr 63.310 Pompano Beorh, FL 91 Fronkluchee «KK _—So.—«S10._—‘171_ParkRidge, 
“81 Adm Betis TES 62 230 Sherwood, AR 27_Anecy Mogee Sk 60 175 Colins 
9 Les Binkley Kk 59 170 Memphis, IN 22 Deuce McAlister RB ok 62 215 Moron 
7 sinBloke Lr G3 240 Shelbyvile,DE T2_kha McGaney OL So G4 303 Flowery Bronch, GA 
8 Michael Boone DL Sr 63280 WestHelena, AR 97 Corisle McGee kK & 60 200 Greenille 
50 Dusty Braddock Df G1 245 Loud 49 KhaMedks RB So 5B 185 Wout 
“Ben Brown Bf 1210 Combs 79 Terrence Metealt OS 63 291 Clorisdde 
“48 his Brown Bf SI) 210 Bolewile 1 Romare Miller OB ok 61190 Sharon 
56 Derick Burgess Dk 62260 Riverdale, MD 66 _Jockson Moran DF 60-08 Fronllin IN 
3. Tedd Compbel WR fr 60 185 Fronkin, IN 15 Dovid Mors GBS G1 181 Mabie, AL 
“78 Augushss Corl O fF 63 30 Rlodedoe, Al 86 Sheklon Monts WR & 510 165 _Jocksorvile, FL 
"94 WheCharble ——*RBS«So. G1 280 achson 87 Kahl Nosh DS 63 260 Hamsbug PA 
2% Chico Chandler RG 215 Howson 62_ kei Nichols OL Fr 67285. Columbus,GA 
9 Kendrick Clancy DL Se 62265 Tuxckowo,AL = _S1._JasonPorin BS SI) 200 Zochoy, IA 
“8 Shawn Clark WR So 511160 HallySprings 25 Markee Peron DBS SoS) «175 Onkerd 
55. Ban Claxton Cf 62 27 Dibln,GA 75 Dovid Peden OL So 61 260 Noshile, IN 
“91 JenClton RB S11. 220 Dbl GA 67 Charlie Perkins Ck 62 190 Moon 
21 isin Colemon DB So 510175 Cohmbus,GA 85 Cory Person WR Sr 63 195 Germantown, IN 
44 Chod Cook Bk 60225 ColhownCiy 76 Titan Reyes OL & 63 285 Queens, NY 
“AB Ben Croddock Pk SI 10 McComb 80 ARice BS 61214 Hotinburg 
12 Tom Dovis OB ok 60 (185 Bokewile 50 John Rohm (Bk 62 200 Cos Maso, CA 
59 Shone Elem DL 61285 Covington, IN 82. Mike Soles WR Fr 1190 Homestead, FL 
84 Comone Fisher DLS 62280 Houston, TK ~§ Toword Sanford RB Fr S:10213_Botenile 
5. Mauwice Flournoy WR So 510 165. Meyers, 43 Antoine Scot hk 62 264 Memphis, IN 
17. Timothy Gollohon G8 Fr 64 280 _Birminghom, AL 4 ten Shaw OB Fr G1 205 Ruston IA 
89 ThomosGee Br = S10. 200 _Shicley, NE “32 Anhony Sims DL So__&2_—_250 Memphis, IN 
29 Chde Gil 59 175 Sods 90. Mitch Skrmeta T S% 64 20 Bios 
68. Shane Grice Ok 61 300 Shornon 30. Arthur Speor D8 Fr 511190 Killeen, TK 
2B keGn BS 510 196 Amey 4 ArmegisSpeamon BS G1 245 Bruce 
TA Wike Homilon OS 61 26k Tipe 45 Charles Socthowe RB So. G2 212 West Memphis 
“88 Gront Heard WR 63 190 _ Lake Jackson, TX 3 Timahy Srilond CBS ~=—«S-10 185 Memphis 
38 _ Ronnie Heord BS 63205 take Jackson, IX 1 Eddie Sirong BS 62 200 Bowie 
13. Joke Hil GBS G1 180 ‘Tape 57 Brod Synnott OL So 1-265 Houston, IX 
“10 WobHil BO 60 195 Onde 8 Dos Tae DB Fr «60165 Alnto,GA 
“42 Dever Hines 1B & 61 216 _Browmile, IN 14 Us Tylor WR ok 57 165 Clewiden, AL 
93 WolkerHunsicker DLR 60225 Onkerd 23_Syiker Toye FS So 60 195 Gulrt 
2 _Ryon Huskey WR fr__61 195 Brentwood, IN 39 Kevin Thomas _ SS So 510 185 Coutlond 
3% Demondiomes Bk G0 210 Ponktoc 73_Keydkick Vincent Ok 65 US Botow, A 
@ Grodlennings sds 210 Seuthan 71 ToddWode BT 320 akon 
“59 Bebon Johnson O fr 64 275 Cofeevile 56 Mathew Wolter OLS 282 Mobile, AL 
31 Desmon Johnson CBF S10 180 Okmulgee, OK 46 Amais Wiliams Bk 61 220  Philodelphio, PA 
4 Shavniehnson Bk 1220 Brewin AL 92_Tyke Wiliams DL & 62 270 Mayonding, NI 
98 _Yohrek Jobson Df 62 224 Alors, GA 12 Keney Woods SSS 62205 Grenada 
53 Fickey Jones 1B So 60 220 _Hellondole 47 ‘Trent Wright WR S511 176 Mobile, AL 
“65 kinKeh LSS 2 280 Meorevile 54 Brion York 1B fr 61 (198 Oxked 
Ad. Kionie Cf 64 2S Onkerd 89 Doug Zeigler TE Fr «63235 Wiknington, OH 
66 Bobby Kilion C&S 220 Crowley, TX —- oe 
18 Reagan King Poe 3223 Ackerman Roster ond depth chart subject to change. 


Eddie Strong, So*/Amzie Williams, Jr 


Ken Lucas, Jr/Desmon Johnson, Fr 
fim Strickland, Sr*/Justin Coleman, So 
Anthony Magee, Ir] Kenny Woods, Jr* 
Syniker Taylor, So/Darius Tate, Fr 
Reagan King, Jr*/Ben Craddock, Jr 


SPRING UPDATE 


oming out of spring practice, red- 

shirt freshman Ben Claxton and 

junior Charlie Perkins were still 
battling for the starting center position. 
Coach David Cutcliffe said that battle will 
continue into two-a-days. 

“If anything in spring practice was 
intense, it was the center competition 
and it needed to be,” Cutcliffe said. 

Cutcliffe hasn’t ruled out the possibil- 
ity of moving an offensive guard or 
tackle to center in the fall. The idea is to 
identify the five best offensive linemen 
and put them on the field as a unit. 

¢ Cutcliffe liked what he saw of the 
two-back system in the spring, with 
Charles Stackhouse leading backs like 
Deuce McAllister and Joe Gunn. 

¢ Junior Ken Lucas, who was con- 
verted from wide receiver to cornerback 
in the spring, could emerge as a two- 
way player for Ole Miss. But Lucas’ 
focus going into two-a-days is on absorb- 
ing everything he can about playing 
cornerback. 

“I'm not even thinking offense,” 
Lucas said. “I’m only thinking defense.” 

¢ Les Binkley, a junior-college trans- 
fer, continues to battle holdovers Carlisle 
McGee and Frank Lucchese for the 
placekicking job. Each kicker went 1-for- 
1 on field goals in the spring game. 

e Linebacker Ronnie Heard wore the 
No. 38 Chucky Mullins jersey for the 
first time in the spring game. Each year, 
a defensive player is selected to wear the 
jersey of Mullins, the former Ole Miss 
defensive back who died of complica- 
tions from a neck injury which occurred 
when he made a tackle for the Rebels. 

“| know I have larger responsibili- 
ties,” Heard said. “] have to be more 
outspoken on the field and off. It’s a 
huge honor to wear the Chucky Mullins 
jersey, and I’m going to play and repre- 
sent myself in the best manner I possibly 
can. 

e After evaluating the play of backup 
quarterbacks David Morris and Tim Gal- 
lahan through the spring and early in 
two-a-days, the Ole Miss offensive staff 
will decide whether to redshirt incoming 
freshman QB Eli Manning or allow him 
to immediately compete for the No. 2 
job behind starter Romaro Miller. 

— Robert Falkoff 
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ARMEGIS SPEARMAN IS THE OLE MISS 
MIDDLE LINEBACKER, BUT DON’T EXPECT 
HIM TO JUST SIT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
FIELD FOR THE REBELS IN 1999. 


PHOTO BY R.D, MOORE 


Rebel Linebacker Ready for the Spotlight 


rmegis Spearman is the Ole 
L Miss middle linebacker, but 

don’t expect him to just sit in the 
middle of the field for the Rebels in 
1999. Spearman is a playmaker and 
Ole Miss is going to put its defensive 
leader in positions to sack the quarter- 
back, strip the football and generally 
disrupt the opponent's attack 

“I've got a lot of experience now 
and I plan to rely on it,” Spearman 
said. “Last year was my first time as a 
fulltime starter and I’ve made a big 
jump in my technique work and seeing 
things develop.” 

A Butkus Award nominee as a 
junior, Spearman recorded a team- 
high 84 tackles for the Rebels in 1998. 
Now, as a team captain entering his 
senior year, Spearman has three per- 
sonal goals. 

“Getting bigger, stronger, faster,” 
he said with a smile. 

Spearman is a leader of a line- 
backing corps that figures to be among 
the top trios in the SEC. Whereas the 
Rebels had no returning starters at 
linebacker going into the ‘98 season, the 
starting unit of Spearman, Eddie Strong 


and Ronnie Heard returns intact for ’99. 

“This team has the potential to be 
really good, the best I’ve played on,” 
pi Peer “Defensively, we're 
more aggressive than we've ever been 
and it head in the spring. We were 
getting a lot more pa and making 
more big plays than we ever did before. 

“| foal like we can win the West 
and compete for the SEC champi- 
onship. There’s no doubt in my mind if 
we just stay on the same page, keep 

uys healthy and on the field, and play 
ike we're capable of playing.” 

In addition to his 84 tackles last 
year, Spearman had two sacks, an 
interception, a fumble recovery and 
four quarterback hurries. Ole Miss 
coach David Cutcliffe knows he has a 
leader and an impact player in the 6-1, 
245-pound Spearman, who played a 
big part in Ole Miss’ back-to-back 
bowl seasons in ‘97 and ’98. 

“Experience means a lot,” Cutcliffe 
said. “The more you play, the better you 
get at this game. Armegis’ leadership 
and attitude on the field have been out- 
standing. He’s an All-Star candidate. | 
think everybody realizes that.” Q 


Raiders and Ole Miss anticipates he'll use 
that performance as a springboard to a 
banner senior year. 

The rest of the defensive line will be a 
mix-and-match process with veterans 
such as Comone Fisher, Michael Boone, 
Tyler Williams, Anthony Sims, Shane 
Elam, Derrick Burgess and Antionne Scott 
in the mix. 

“When you are playing a four-man 
front, you like to play six, eight, 10 guys 
and roll them to keep them fresh,“ Cut- 
cliffe said. 

In the secondary, the Rebels will be led 
by solid senior cornerback Tim Strickland. 
Lucas, Justin Coleman and Desmon Johnson 
could also get a lot of work at cornerback 
while Syniker Taylor, Kenny Woods, 
Anthony Magee and Darrius Tate are bat- 
tling for playing time at the safety spots. 

Ole Miss received a big blow in the 
secondary last Nov. 4 when Taylor, a 
gifted athlete with great speed and range, 
suffered a broken fibula only a few days 
after breaking up a last-second pass in 
overtime that preserved the Rebels’ 37-31 
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victory over LSU. Taylor returned for 
spring practice and could be a key to the 
secondary while patrolling the deep mid- 
dle of the field. 


HE FIRST THING 
YOU WANT TO 
DO IS MAKE 


YOURSELF COMPETITIVE IN 
TERMS OF GOING AFTER THE 
WESTERN DIVISION CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP,” CUTCLIFFE SAID. 


When Cutcliffe arrived at his introduc- 
tory press conference, he vowed to work 
toward having “the best kicking game in 
America.“ Ole Miss was shaky in a lot of 
specialty team areas last season. The 
Rebels missed four extra-point kicks, 
punted for only a 37.0 average and had a 


meager 17.3 average on kickoff returns. 

Reagan King has shown the leg to be 
an outstanding punter and JUCO transfer 
Les Binkley is battling incumbents Carlisle 
McGee and Frank Lucchese for placekick- 
ing duties. 

Cutcliffe’s theme during spring prac- 
tice was “think players, not plays.“ The 
emphasis was on improving the depth at 
all positions so that Ole Miss will be able 
to withstand the inevitable injuries that 
occur in the course of a long season. 

The Rebels will have two non-confer- 
ence games (Memphis and Arkansas 
State) to iron out the kinks and get ready 
for SEC play. 

Cutcliffe is used to coaching — and 
winning — at the Georgia Dome the first 
week of December. He has been there the 
last two years as the offensive coordinator 
for Tennessee's SEC champs. Cutcliffe 
would love nothing better than to head 
back to Atlanta again. Only this time with 
a different team. 

His own team. 

— Robert Falkoff 
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onfidence levels are flying at alti- 
tudes never seen before around 
Starkville, Miss., these days after 
an 8-5 season and trips to the Southeast- 
ern Conference Championship Game and 
the 1999 Cotton Bowl. 
And Mississippi State didn’t even win 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


BULLDOGS 


First, oral commitments from blue-chip 
recruits started piling up last November. 

And competing for and winning 
championships starts and ends with tal- 
ented players. Just ask Phil Fulmer and 
Bobby Bowden. 

But there’s more. 


Dallas,” Sherrill said. “You don’t beat 
Alabama, Arkansas and Mississippi to end 
the regular season without being a good 
football team.” 

Sherrill said he felt the program was 
headed for this kind of success before the 
1994 season, but things fell apart. 


The Climb Is Over, Bulldogs Are Title Contenders 


the last two games it played. 

But folks around here feel the tone for 
the Bulldogs future has been set. 

“Sure, we didn’t finish the way we 
wanted to,” said coach Jackie Sherrill, 
entering his ninth season at State with the 
program in position to become a regular 
contender in the SEC West. “However, we 
did accomplish our goals. We wanted to 
have a winning season, play in the SEC 
Championship Game and go to a bowl 
game. We did all of that.” 

The Bulldogs became the fourth West- 
ern Division team to ever make it to 
Atlanta, joining Alabama, Arkansas and 
Auburn. They also played in the school’s 
first traditional New Year’s Day bowl since 
before the bombing of Pearl Harbor. But 
most observers agree, there are other sure 
signs that the program is moving in the 
right direction. 


at a glance 


All but two of the Bulldogs games last 
season were on regional or national tele- 
vision and that TV schedule is likely to be 
repeated again this year. 

Games against national champion 
(Tennessee) and Heisman Trophy winner 
(Ricky Williams) provided the program, 
one famous for its coach more than any- 
thing it’s accomplished on the field, price- 
less national exposure. 

State avoids Tennessee and Florida 
again, and seven home games only sweet- 
ens things for a team that fully expects to 
contend for the SEC Championship. And the 
Bulldogs learned that last season. 

When State won, generally it was in 
convincing fashion. But when they lost, 
they usually did it the same way, except 
for the Kentucky game — a 37-35 loss 
that ignited a late-season surge. 

“It’s like Mack Brown told his staff in 


BULLDOGS 


1998: 8- 5 Overall 63 SEC [Ist Wes 

COACH: Jackie Sherrill — At Mississippi 
State: 49-42-2, 8 years; Overall: 154-874, 
21 years 


‘RETURNING STARTERS: 10; 2 Offense, 


oa Defense, Punter 


‘kin, TE Terrence MecCaskey, OT Floyd — 
Womack, SE Kelvin Lc Love, DT Kevin ‘luder, 
DT John Hilliard, DE Cornell Menafee, LB 
Barrin Simpson, S Ashley Cooper, S” Tim 
~ Nelson, ee RCH Be P Jeff Walker 
: Several skill 


: 


TO WATCH: | QB Wayne Mad- 


n offense, despite just two 
ne starters. Seven starters 

c . The defensive front will | 
have unusual depth. There is also a seven- 
man rotation in the defensive backfield. 


The kicking esl is sound, as always. 
, 


I The tailback 
situation could be by committee until a 
replacement for J.J. Johnson emerges. 

OVERVIEW: If the running game comes 
through and the offensive line gels early, 
the Bulldogs could be headed back to the 
SEC Championship Game. 


“Anytime you go about building a pro- 
gram it’s a complex process,” he said. 
“There are a lot of things that are involved. 

“The last three years the people affili- 
ated with our program, who aren't players 
or coaches, have been much more 
involved. People have been very positive, 
and the same goes for our recruiting, 
ticket sales and everything. 

“Our administration and faculty have 
been very understanding and supportive. 
They see the progress we've made, all the 
way around. | think the high school 
coaches in the state are happy, too. They 
see their kids come here, get their 
degrees and move on. Right now, this is 
the institution of choice in the state of 
Mississippi, and it's the best place for a 
student-athlete to come. 

“All facets of the program are as 
strong as they've been since I came to 
Mississippi State.” 

And despite the loss of nine starters 
on offense, the same can be said about 
the Bulldogs’ personnel. 

Sherrill said the talent level is as good 
as its ever been. Worried about the quar- 
terback situation? The coaches aren't. 

They've got two proven guys in 
Wayne Madkin and senior Matt Wyatt, 
who guided State to a 7-4 season in 
1997. Senior Rob Morgan and redshirt 
freshman Brandon Butler add depth while 
Kevin Fant, Mississippi's premier high 
school quarterback, will be given a chance 


“WHEN WE GET ALL OUR GUYS IN HERE AND 
ON THE SAME PAGE, I THINK WE COULD BE 
EXPLOSIVE,” WAYNE MADKIN SAID. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 
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ULLDOGS RECRUIT rrr 


Name / Position = HoMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Couece 
} Wile BLADE DL 2, 300 Warmer Robins, GA Butler County CC 
All-Jayhawk Conference @ Heed jeam fo national junior college championship. 
Dorsett DAVIS DT 6-6, 303 


Cleveland 
National Bluechips ranked No. J aigebddsiie ianiod @ Named to junior college Nifty Fifty # 
Prep USA Today honorable mention @ Jackson Clarion fereectea 8 player i in pra cf 


Lennie DAY TE/LB/ATH 6-3, 240 Baker 
Rated No. 92 player in Dixie Region by ial ° We tan yo @ Twottime All-State # Two-time All-League # 
As. senior, had 23 receptions for 418 yards and scored three touchdowns. 


passe FANT GB - 
pps s 

Keshan FUDGE WR 
Second-team All-State @ All 

| 23.7 yards per catch, and scor 


Toby GOLUIDAY DL 6-2, 295 Cleveland 
Rated No. 1 junior college player in Mississippi and Parra Ail eideca Ontos Paks State. 


Borris GRANT LB 6-1, 240 Ivington, NJ Dodge City CC 
ILC. Gridwire second team All-American @ Max Emfinger’s Top 100 junior college players nationally. 


Terry GRINDLE WR 5-10, 170 


ked No. 41 player Rated 9 player by locke Clr Ledger 
SuperPrep ran! 4 in Dixie Region No. in Missi rior 
SR it lamin lel ae adaecalisberineaee ee 


ranked No. 10 tesa dy Rated No. 20 jane nationally by 
Clarion: Ledger ranked No. 3 player in Mississippi @ Second-team All-State. 


60, Ny Hattiesburg a bicareid 4 
and All-District as a junior # Had 34 receptions for 805 yards, averaging 
touchdowns. 


HUNTINGTON DB/WR 5-10, 185 North Atlanta, GA East Mississippi CC 
re ‘son Clarion-Ledger rated No. 10 junior Inedapy 2 in Leip and @ All-State @ As a sophomore, had 25 
receptions for 650 yards and five isch $s # Prep offensive papa ive player. 
Kamau JACKSON LB 61, 230 pete Booker T. Washington 


Ranked No. 12 inside linebacker in Southeast tated No. 51 in Dixie 
Region # Did nat play senior year due to peat difficulties # Fes ¢ See per game as so 


Nathan JACKSON DE 6-4, 215 Jackson Florenc 
Originally signed last February, inj jured in the Mississippi-Alabma High School all-star tes and underwent 
knee surgery @ Jackson Clarion-Ledger rated among Top 25 prep recruits in Mississippi. 


ie alone ‘ae th sr All-State defensi bids yt quarterback 
National ips rated No, 20 nati @ All-State ive @ All-Metro ¢ 
Astenieycorcbtal 74 of 168 poses for 1,289 yords ond 18 touchdown 


Adam JOINER TE 6-3, 270 Milton, FL 
Ranked No. 6 junior college tight ‘end national by PrepStar Jackson Chriontadgers ci No. 11 junior col- 
lege prospect in Mississippi # Originally signed with Alabama @ Three-year prep starter. 


SAIS or Seo Ee Res 
Jackson Crarion-L Top 40 @ led Mississippi schools in receiving as a junior # 54 receptions 
1,015 yards and scored nine touchdowns. e 


Name / Position Size HomETOWN Hich ScHoot / Coulece 


Eugene LIGER CB Cleveland Mississippi Delta CC 
Noned fo Max Emfinger’s junior ipa Nifty Fifty @ As a sophomore, totaled 39 fockles and started all 10 


games. 


Forel Ne. 113 ply sDinis Regi by SopePinp ss eidariabaiabettecorki te 
Dixie ° ssis 
opi # Played cence a ai dleeie stainiGe capaiemeeeone eeaaee le 


6-4, 240 
jalan Chri Ledger Dandy Dozen @ Played in Meise 


Milas RANDLE WR Inchaonola Gentry 
Jockon Clrer Leger Top 40 A Sie Hl 70 rouplons or 163 yards and scored 13 TDs as a senior. 


Dwayne ROBERTSON LB 6-0, 220 Athens, GA Georgia Leyallts ay 
All-Region @ Helped team to No. 4 junior college ranking ‘nationally @ As a sophomore, had 42 solo 
ond eight interceptions. 


Vicksburg 
i/ Alabama All-Star game. 


Johnny RUTHERFORD DB 61,190 Atlanta, G, Booker T. Washington 
Tea ed AE ha cose Faces ap a icaouers Al Sch eee 
a SHUMPERT WR 6-0, 180 Tu 


pelo Tupelo 
Clarion-Ledger rated No. 25 player in Mississippi # Completed 27 of 57 passes for 524 yards and 
rss touchdowns as a senior @ Had 111 receptions for 200 yards @ Had 245 yards ~ 


Fred SMOOT 61,175 Hinds CC 
Rela tin ere eg teres Aas erie ear 


SuperPrep @ Rated No. 8 junior Sates prepa e Ledger As a sophomore, 
hal ey mesdecerd sven iercepacre witvaoeeckee 


Pall phige teal be 66, rye Ita Bena Ns, 35 pe 
Rated No. 10 defensive lineman national Sporting News @ SuperPrep ranked No. 55 oo 
Region @ Rated No. 5 player in Mississippi by Jackson Claror-ladger @ All Stale @ Played offense ond defen 


Seder reset No S5 player Des fei Renker! Nas pape ee nea eepiy 
ra in Dixie Region 8 in Mississippi 

ledger @ Second-jeam All: ae ached aarces ken 

Donald TUCKER OL 6-4, 95 Tupelo Tupelo 

Rated No. 62 player in Dixie Region ‘by SuperPrep @ Top 25 in Mississippi. 

Dontae WALKER RB. 5-10, 200 Clinton Clinton 

USA Today All-American # Parade All-American # Ranked No. 1 running back nationally by National 
Bluechips @ G&W Recruiting Report rated No. 5 player nationally # SuperPrep Region Offensive of the 
Year, ranked No. 9 player nationally @ Gatorade Mississippi Player of the Year. 

Tommy WATSON OL Thomaston Middle eoguar Cane 


6-5, 300 
Has ies years of eligibility remaining @ Helped team to Top 10 fai in national junior college ranks. 


Bea 5 T ‘Oe Fat forth Paeccin fl ined Top 75 @ All-Di Pout. T 
s Moming News Texas © Fort Worth Star Te ¢ strict @ All-Area @ Two- 
corer ¢ Thray dhl pit cod deci $ i 


AWOOGKATTHE BULLDOGS 
RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS _ 


SCHEDULE | 


(8-5, 6-3) PASSING Sept. 4 Middle Tennessee State 

——_ --- e NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int — ed —— 

42 Vanderbilt 7 0 Madkin 199 96 1532 48.2 11 9 Sept. 1] Memphis 

; Wyatt Lal ae ; —— 

Naa Memphis ¢ RUSHING Sept. 18 Oklahoma State 

23. Oklahoma State 42 pee aes Baik ee ' 2 

PES TE = ept. uth Carolina 

38 South Carolina 0 Johnson «2361383 5.9 671. EN ——. 

38 Auburn 21 Miller 55 2000 55.35 widow] Oct. 2 at Vanderbilt 

= = | Rainey 40 eS a ye S 1 ——_— ——_ - — 

53 __ East Tennessee 6 | McKinley 24 130s 4 23 ae Oct. 9  atAuburn 
aq ; r RECEIVING 
i 3 on = = = > NAME Yarps AvG lc 1D Oct: 23 LSU 

Y = = Prentiss 38681 17.9 45 3 Nov 4 Kentucky 
26 Alabama 14 Cooper 25° 2 N68 + 
= Kell 12 [40 ety eT 

22 Atanas 21 Toe SE ee Nov. 13. at Alabama 

28 Mississippi = 5S DeFENsIvE LEADERS Nov. 20 — at Arkansas* 

14 Tennessee 24 TackiEs: Smith 99; Campbell 75; Si 64; Nelson 56. aa Tee Ny Gany aoe 

SOUTHWESTERN Be CoTION Bow. INTERCEPTIONS: Bean 5; Derricks 4; aon = Nov. 25 Mississippi 
11 Tacs 38 GB Sacks: Smith 9; Campbell 7; Menafee 3. “Littl R k AR 
Tackués For Loss: Smith 20; Campbell 13; Cooper 12. UES OER, 
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to fight for time. 

“It's a perfect situation,” Wyatt said. "If one guy goes down, we 
know there's another man behind him who can pick up the slack.” 

The running back situation should be interesting with senior 
Chris Rainey, sophomore Dicenzo Miller and redshirt freshman 
Justin Griffith all contending for time at tailback. Don’t forget 
about Dontae Walker, A Parade and USA Today All-American, 
and arguably the nation’s No. 1-rated prep tailback. 

None of these guys is J.J. Johnson, who broke the school sin- 
gle-season rushing record enroute to All-SEC honors, but they 
should be able to replace him as a group. 

Any one of these guys, or a combination of any two, can pro- 
duce an effective SEC rushing attack. 

New offensive coordinator Sparky Woods, the former South 
Carolina coach who replaced the retired Lynn Amedee, says 
there’s plenty of offensive talent, but it’s largely untested. 

“We're comfortable with the first 11 guys,” said Woods, who 
joined Sherrill’s staff after two years as offensive coordinator at 
Virginia. “It’s a matter of finding depth at every spot on the 
offense. And we have to find guys who can replace those play- 
makers they had last season.” 

First on the list is senior split end Kelvin Love. A lanky, ath- 
letic quarterback turned receiver with 4.3 speed, Love will be 
looked to as a special teams threat as well as deep threat. He 
averaged an eye-popping 29.6 yards per catch on just nine 
receptions last season, his first at MSU after a two-year stint in 
Mississippi's talent-rich junior college system. 

He had a game-breaking 48-yard touchdown catch in the win 
over Auburn. He also filled in well for Kevin Prentiss in the Cotton 
Bowl, when State's leading receiver was lost to injury. 

Senior Matt Butler will start at flanker but sophomore Harold 
Lindsey, one of the standout performers in the spring, is making a 
push for playing time, as is junior college transfer Larry Huntington. 

A trio of highly-touted freshmen speedsters: Terrell Grindle, 
Milas Randle and Kelly Shumpert, will come in and push the 
starters as well, Sherrill said. 

“When we get all our guys in here and on the same page, | think 
we could be explosive,” Madkin said. “I really mean that. We know 
what K-Love, Lindsey and the veterans can do. If the young guys are 
ready to go, | think we could do some serious damage.” 

Senior tight end Terrence McCaskey, a 6-6, 270-pounder, is a 
nice-sized security blanket in Woods’ short passing game. Red- 
shirt freshmen C.J. Sirmones and Ivan Billie, a converted line- 
backer, were the only backups in the spring. 

Tight ends coach/recruiting coordinator David Wilson has a 
trio of freshmen of his own — Donald Lee, Derrick Thompson and 
Aaron Lumpkin, the younger brother of Ohio State All-Big Ten 
tight end John Lumpkin — that will make his first year on the job 
a little easier. Senior defensive tackle Kevin Sluder, who took 
snaps at tight end during the spring, could also be the second 
tight end in short yardage situations. 

The most glaring hole for the offense is on the line. Four 
starters, including All-SEC picks Randy Thomas, a right guard and 
second round NFL Draft pick by the New York Jets, and three-year 
starting center Eric Allen, graduated from last year’s line, which 
helped grind out 2,063 rushing yards. The only holdover, junior 
left tackle Floyd Womack, is an All-SEC and All-American candi- 
date. And his new linemates, while not as experienced, are more 
physical than their predecessors. 

Promising sophomore Kenric Fairchild will take over at left 
guard, junior Michael Fair at right guard, senior Paul Mooney at 
center and senior Wes Shivers at right tackle. Carl Hutchins and 
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SENIOR DEFENSIVE END CORNELL MENAFEE, A NINE-GAME 
STARTER LAST SEASON, WILL TAKE OVER 1998 SEC SACK 
LEADER ED SMITH’S ROLE AS QUARTERBACK HUNTER. 


PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


Kyle Wallace, two 6-5, 300-pound redshirt freshmen, can fill in at 
guard and tackle, respectively. More help is on the way in the 
form of junior college transfer Tommy Watson and heralded fresh- 
men Eric Thompson, Donald Tucker and Zak West. 

Sure, offensive linemen generally take a couple of years to 
develop the strength necessary to make the transition from high 
school or junior college ball to NCAA Division I, but the Bulldogs 
have been a linemen factory under Sherrill. 

“We're not worried about the starters; we've got guys who 
can play there,” Sherrill said. “We have to find some guys who 
can come in and help us depth-wise.” 

Defensively, the key will be finding out which combination 
has the best chemistry. With 19 players who saw action last sea- 
son returning and arguably the nation’s best crop of junior college 
talent coming in, Joe Lee Dunn could have one of his most tal- 
ented units ever. 

Sluder and classmates John Hilliard at tackle and Alvin 
McKinley at nose guard will start along the front. Sluder started 
all 13 games and Hilliard eight last season, while McKinley saw 
action in 12 games in his first year, after earning junior college 
All-American honors. 

Junior Ellis Wyms, sophomore Dorsett Davis, one of those elite 
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BULLDOGS SPRING ROSTER 


No, NAME Pos. Cass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN No. NAME Pos. Class ; . HOMETOWN 

73. Keth Adoms DLS G1 287 ite Rock, AR 85 Hore Lindsey WR So 61 193 Morieto,GA 
80 lorenzo Amsead WR Sr 58 170 Housen, IX 8 Kehinlove WR & 63 195  Clorkdok 

82. Corey Ammsrong WR So 62 205. Ponkdoc 9 Woyne Madkin OB So Gd 214 Huniwvile, AL 
13 Robert Bean @® & 60 175 Decde,GA 86 Terrence McCoskey TE S& 66 270 Necos,GA 
30 Michoe! Bender Bk © 63.218 Hammond, A 97 Abia McKinley DS 6d 285 McCool 

94 han Bilie Dh fr 62 223. Philodelphia ® lesen NeNel OL fr &2 260 Madsen, AL 
“AT Davion Block WR & 510 172 Amoy 70 Mat MeRoe Ok 63 37 AbuGA 
"36 Jery Bain of 59 225 lowd 0 Comal Menofee DS 62 2h Opel A 
34 Jen Bondurant @ So 59 180 Grenada 2 Dicenzo Mier RB So S10 200. Weer 

93. Darius Brown OL uk) 6000262) Amory 74 Paul Mooney C & 68 325 Coin 

34. Anheny Bryant @ % 58 183 OpdAl 10 Rob Morgen C8 G1 (189 Vidsbug 

38 Toylor Burch R So 59 220 Baton Rouge, lA 17 Tm Nekon BS 59 (176 NothAlono,GA 
38 Rueben Burch RF «$9195 Birmingham, AL 29 PigProher ee 
1B Brondon Buler C8 of 60 202. Kenner lA 56 BobbyPresky Dh S 63 216 BombnBech,AL 
2 WathewBuler «=» WR St. = &:2—(196 Boton Rouge, LA 37 Chris Roiney RB Se 58 197 Amay 

16 Shawn Byrdsong CS 59 176 longiew, IX 24 Kendal Roberson = CBSCS®:«SCs«).« OS. Cohn City 
19 ClrenceColawoy CBS ~=«S10.«*191 Aono, GA 57 Spencer Rochnon OS 60. Di Satheven 

TA Exgene Clnkon O k 60 191 bden 91 Kenny Seors DL ofr 63.265. Menigower, AL 
19 Prentiss Cole P ok 4 195 Philadelphia 68 Wes Shivers O S& 67 325 Brondn 

81 Billy Cook OL So 61 320 Vidsbuy 5) Kevin Sjonsky CS 62 269 Koy, 

1 Ailey Coopee OL & 60 207 RWebnBeoch,F ——S_Barrin Simpson BOS «S51 226 Serhile 

84 Davey Crovey WR fr 59 186 Lovin 83. CJ. Simones TE fr 63 220. Loves, IN 

99 Dorset Das DL So 66 03 Chevend 18 Kevin Shder DO 64 270 Pensa, FL 
58 Stele Davis DS 60 216 Aw AV Emmitt Seih Ck 61 198 Aben,GA 

44 kool Dinkins ee 66 Jendrea Smith OS 61 30 lang 
52. Nichoel Fir O ok 63 2% Carrclhon 90 Conner Stechens De So 6s 281 Adem 
71 KervicFoirchild OL So 64 318 Greene E:T 
54 Nick Floyd Bf 60 20 Ponkhe "67 Glen Thompson Bo 511 210. Birmingham, AL 
19 Gobe George WR ofr 510 170 Blows @4 kinTowes WR So 60 ‘184 Nesbit = 
33 Rod Gibson RB Sr «510 220 Greenwood 82 Dovivs Tubbs WR fr 63 190 Bewener, AL 
“43 Boris Grant Bk 61240 Iningon,NI 42 JefWolker Poo «6S 27 Gem 
3). stn Griffith BO OST) 200. Soncovim 75 KyeWoloe OL fr 65 308 Mendenhall 

98 Motion Hoggan DL of 64 275 Chrkdoe 1) Scot Weserield Kok «S10. 182 Brandon 

7 Norio Hal WR fr 58 180 Greenwood 26 George White kt &2 199 dockson 

35. Omar Henderson @ & 510 183  Botesile 87 Jemes While WR Fr G1__197  NewOrleons, A 
95. ica Hlliod DS 63.278 House, TK 43. Forest Wikoms WR So 510 195 WestPoin 

59° Poul Hunter 1B OS «62-228 Memphis, IN 32 Kenny Wiliomson RBs 249 Seminary 

72 ColHuehins «OL. sr «= S293 ‘Forest Pork,GA 76 Floyd Womoxk Ok 63 39 Cewlond 

64. eey Hydick Ck 1 280. Cayatl Springs 7 Wat Wyot 08 S 65 231 Provile, AL 
"57 Nathan Jockson 1 of 64) 215 Jodo 92 Elis Wyms Dk 63 273  Indonde 

3 Kenaoki Jones SS G1 205) lSenobbr “55. Edward Yeots Bk 60 241 Stabile 

20 Rab Kright Xn ok 61 24 GolNI — 

5 Eugene Uiger BG k 60 206 Chycbnd Roser ond depth chart subject to chenge 


Wayne Madkin, So”/Matt Wyatt, Sr 


LE Cornell Menafee, Sr*/Bobby Pressley, Sr 


‘SPRING UPDATE 


irst it was Charles Woodson, then 
Champ Bailey, and now it’s Kevin 
Sluder’s turn? 

Don’t laugh, even if Sluder and all his 
Mississippi State teammates do when talk- 
ing about it. Because this is no joke. 

Sluder, a senior defensive tackle, 
might join that short list of recent college 
two-way performers. 

Sluder got some snaps at tight end 
during spring drills. The move came in 
response to the Bulldogs’ one glaring defi- 
ciency this spring, lack of tight end depth. 

“I don’t know about that Champ Bai- 
ley stuff,” Sluder said while laughing. “But 
if I'm needed there in the fall at least I'll 
have some experience.” 

He won't play as much offense as 
Woodson or Bailey did. But he’ll get some 
snaps. 

“Kevin’s got the ability to change the 
complexion of a game, offensively or 
defensively, because of his intensity and 
knowledge of the game,” tight ends coach 
David Wilson said. “We aren't playing 
around getting him some time there.” 

At 6-4, 270 pounds, Sluder looks the 
part of a Jackie Sherrill tight end. But 
what does defensive coordinator Joe Lee 
Dunn think about it? 

“I don’t think he likes it too much, 
Sluder said. “But I'll do whatever it takes 
to help the team win. And Coach Dunn is 
all for that.” 

¢ Pig Prather took over as the starter 
at free safety after playing as a tailback 
and special teams demon as a freshman. 
Prather was second-leading tackler in 
spring scrimmages. And with senior Ken- 
zaki Jones sitting out the spring for disci- 
plinary reasons, Prather moved right in. 

“Pig will help us in a lot of ways, on 
kickoff and punt returns and he'll come 
up and hit you from his safety spot,” 
Sherrill said. 

Harold Lindsey had a big spring, 


TB Chris Rainey, Sr/Justin Griffith, F iard, Sr* is, aA re 
heen ae Se eee apres meabe No. 2 poetics! 
s : : : — Se 2 behind senior Matt Butler. The Marietta, 
SE Kelvin Love, Sr/Lorenzo Armstead, Sr RT Kevin Sluder, Sr*/Ellis Wyms, Jr . wed 
“FL Matt | Buller, Sr/ Harold Lindsey, So RE Conner Stephens, So/Rob Knight, Jr Ga., native was ete of the top recruit eu 
TE ‘Terrence McCaskey, Sr/C.J. Sirmones, Fr iB Jamaal Dinkins, Jr/Paul Hunter, Sr the south as a senior and was a special 
“LT Floyd Womack, Jr*/Tron Thomas, i? LB Barrin Simpson, Sr*/Barris Grant, Jr teams stalwart as a freshman. 
LG Kenric Fairchild, So/Matt McRae, Jr CB Robert Bean, Sr*/Shawn Byrdsong, So “I was really pleased with his 
C Paul Mooney, Sr/Kevin Sijansky, So CB Kendall Roberson, Sr*/George White, Jr progress,’ Sherrill said. “He showed what 
RG Michael Fair, Jr/Carl Hutchins, Fr SS Tim Nelson, Sr*/Ashley Cooper, Sr* 3 kind of athlete he is, making tough 
RT Wes Shivers, Sr/| Kyle Wallace, Fr FS Pig Prather, So/Kenzaki Jones, | Sr catches in traffic.” 
| PK ~ Scott Westerfield, Jr/Jeff Walker, Sr P Jeff Walker, Sr*/Prentiss Cole, Jr — Sekou Smith 
156 Linoy’s FootsAu ANNUALS 1999 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


“Pork Chop” May Become “Pancake” 


him Floyd, because if Lenna Wom- 

ack calls her son Pork Chop, then it 
dang well ought to be good enough for 
everyone else. 

It’s certainly good enough for any 
of Womack’s opponents or Mississippi 
State teammates who had to deal with 
the monster last fall and in spring drills. 
Womack was a force on the school’s 
best line in years as a sophomore, and 
the lone underclassmen starter. In fact, 
he put Bulldog defenders on their backs 
so regularly that Pork Chop might need 
to be changed to Pancake. 

“| remember my freshman year,” said 
Womack, 6-4, and 336-well packed 
pounds. “I was content with just trying to 
block a guy. Now, | feel like putting a 
on his back is part of the job.” Womack 
served notice in spring drills. 

“He dominated every day in prac- 
tice,” State coach Jackie Sherrill said. 
“Every practice.” 

Womack didn’t do it against 
walkons. He did it against seniors 
Kevin Sluder and she Hilliard, starters 
in their junior season on a defense that 


helped the Bulldogs to the SEC Cham- 


[i this be the last time anyone calls 


pionship Game and the Cotton Bowl. 

He did it against Dorsett Davis, his 
boyhood friend and Cleveland (Miss.) 
East Side High teammate, a 6-6, 310- 
pound behemoth and one of the 
nation’s most coveted junior college 
prospects last fall. 

Four seniors, including All-SEC 
picks Randy Thomas and Eric Allen, 
from last season’s line are gone. Junior 
Michael Fair, seniors Paul Mooney and 
Wes Shivers and sophomore Kenric 
Fairchild will be Womack’s linemates 
this fall. And Womack says they're 
ready to go. 

“We've all worked hard,” Womack 
said. “We worked our tails off to make 
sure we'd be ready.” 

And as one of just two full-time 
returning starters, along with sopho- 
more quarterback Wayne Madkin, 
much will be expected of Womack, 
who pulled double duty in the weight 
room during the off-season. 

“I wasn’t trying to impress anyone 
with what | did in the off-season,” 
Womack said. “I was doing it for 
myself, to see what kind of athlete | 
could be.” Q 


FLOYD WOMACK WAS A FORCE ON THE 
SCHOOL’S BEST LINE IN YEARS AS A 
SOPHOMORE, AND THE LONE 
UNDERCLASSMEN STARTER. 
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juco All-Americans, and redshirt freshman 
Mario Haggan will back them up. And 
junior college All-Americans Toby Golliday 
and Willie Blade, will also join the mix when 
they arrive this fall. 

Davis, the most physically imposing 
player on the team at 6-6 and 310 
pounds, provided a sneak preview in the 
spring. He wreaked havoc in drills, using 
his 4.8 40-yard dash speed and better 
than 7-foot wingspan to cause all kinds of 
problems for the offense. He also forced 
every other defensive player to raise his 
intensity to another level, Sherrill said. 

Senior defensive end Cornell 
Menafee, a nine-game starter last season, 
will take over 1998 SEC sack leader Ed 
Smith’s role as quarterback hunter. And 
sophomore Conner Stephens, who started 
two games as a true freshman, is slated to 
take over the other end spot. Look for 
touted freshman Corey Miley to make 
some noise, too. 

The Bulldogs are set at linebacker, 
with senior All-SEC pick Barrin Simpson 
healthy after battling a nagging knee 
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injury the better part of last season. 

Junior Jamaal Dinkins and juco transfer 
Barris Grant will back him up. Both are phys- 
ical and fast. And if Dunn decides to play a 
5-2-4 alignment, Dinkins would be the likely 


VEN WITH SO 
MUCH TALENT AND 
A LOADED 


DEFENSE, YOU WONDER IF 
THE BULLDOGS HAVE MADE 
THAT PERMANENT LEAP 
FROM RELATIVE OBSCURITY. 


candidate for the other starting role. 

With all the aforementioned defensive 
talent, perhaps the Bulldogs are deepest 
in the secondary. Six returning regulars, 
four starters, and three key additions 
make for an interesting mix. 

Senior cornerbacks Robert Bean, who 
led the team with five interceptions, and 


Kendall Roberson are back as are senior 
DOG safeties Tim Nelson and Ashley 
Cooper. Sophomore Pig Prather, a tailback 
last season and one of the fastest players 
on the team, is No. 1 at free safety, ahead 
of senior Kenzaki Jones. Junior college All- 
American Fred Smoot, whose instincts 
and athleticism are reminiscent of Bean, is 
also ready to contribute. If junior college 
transfer Eugene Liger can come back from 
knee surgery, he’ll have an impact, too. 

The kicking game is in capable hands 
with junior Scott Westerfield taking over 
for Brian Hazelwood and All-SEC punter 
Jeff Walker handling kickoff duties. 

But even with so much talent and a 
loaded defense, you wonder if the Bull- 
dogs have made that permanent leap 
from relative obscurity. 

Sherrill says the climb to prominence 
and respectability is over. 

“We're going to have a shot at the 
SEC title,” he said. “And the winner of the 
SEC Championship will play for the 
national championship or be in that mix.” 

— Sekou Smith 
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here was a time, early in what 

would become a legendary coach- 

ing career at Notre Dame, when 
Lou Holtz confided to his wife Beth that 
he would never rebuild another program 
again. For the man who had breathed new 
life into North Carolina State, Arkansas 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


GAMECOCKS 


deficiencies. He knows the schedule is 
brutal, featuring eight bowl teams and 
three of the first four games away from 
Williams-Brice Stadium. 

Yet he is also confident he can build a 
winner in Columbia, something only a 
handful of men have been able to do. “In 


tearing knee ligaments during preseason 
practice and missing the entire year. The 
Gamecocks also lost Andre Goodman, a 
starting cornerback, after he tore knee lig- 
aments in the second game of the season. 
Freeman, who took part in non-contact 
drills during the spring, should be at full 


Holtz Faces His Biggest Challenge 


and Minnesota, and would soon restore 
glory in South Bend, the work had simply 
become too hard. 

Yet the lure of the challenge has 
always driven the 62-year-old Holtz, who 
may have found the ultimate challenge by 
agreeing to end his two-year hiatus and 
coach the University of South Carolina. 
The Gamecocks, after all, fell below .500 
for their 105-year football history after last 
year's 1-10 campaign. They've lost 10 
straight games in the Southeastern Con- 
ference, the longest active skid in the 
league. Their last two coaches were fired. 
It is hard to imagine Holtz has ever inher- 
ited a program in worse shape. 

Holtz, who endeared himself to South 
Carolina's fans at his introductory press 
conference by stating that his ultimate 
goal was to win the national champi- 
onship, knows the odds are long. He 
knows the Gamecocks have numerous 


at a glance 


1998: |-10 Overall; 0-8 SEC (6th East) 

COACH: Lou Holtz — At South Carolina: 
First year; Overall: 216-95-7, 28 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 8; 7 Offense, 
9 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: FS Arturo Free- 


man, LB John Abraham, OB Phil Petty, WR 
Jermale Kelly, LB Corey Atkins, S Ray Green 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Game- 
~ cocks have a deep, yet untested group of 
running backs, and Kelly is the best of a 
stable of versatile receivers. Abraham, 
moved from defensive line to linebacker, is 


the future, | have no doubt we can build a 
fine program,” he said. “I just question 
how soon.” 

For Gamecock fans weary of losing, it 
can't come soon enough. Yet progress 
will be determined by a number of factors, 
paramount among them Holtz’s ability to 
turn around a defense that finished eighth 
or worse in every defensive category in 
the SEC, including 10th in scoring defense 
(30.0 points per game), 12th in rush 
defense (178.9 yards per game) and 10th 
in total defense (396.8 yards per game). 

“If we keep doing what we've always 
done, we're going to get the same 
result,” Holtz said. “That's true in life. So 
they've got to change somewhat, and 
they've got to cherish that change.” 

The defense should be bolstered by 
the return of senior free safety Arturo 
Freeman, who was being mentioned as a 
possible All-American candidate before 


a Star in the making. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The offensive line is a work in progress and 
will have to improve to avoid making Petty 
an easy target for sacks. There's also a lack 
of depth in the secondary. 

OVERVIEW: South Carolina can't be 
any worse than last year, and Holtz’s 
arrival has brought an infusion of confi- 
dence and hope. Although the Game- 
cocks are light years away from the 
heavy-hitters at the top of the SEC, there's 
room for progress. 


speed by August. Goodman's projected 
retum is early fall. 

Holtz hasn’t been shy about moving 
players around, as nearly every spring 
practice brought another position change. 
One of his biggest moves involved John 
Abraham, who was one of the Game- 
cocks’ best players last season as a defen- 
sive end. Holtz moved him to outside 
linebacker, the position Abraham origi- 
nally wanted to play at South Carolina, 
and a spot that will allow the 6-4, 247- 
pound senior greater freedom to make 
plays. Although Abraham will have to 
adjust to playing some pass coverage, 
Holtz believes his 4.3 speed will allow 
him to easily make that transition. 

Holtz has also made moves to fill 
gaps on the offensive side of the ball, 
where one of his biggest concerns is find- 
ing a starting tailback. Senior Troy Ham- 
brick, a 220-pound battering ram who led 
the Gamecocks in rushing the past two 
years, seemed a perfect fit for a Holtz 
offense that has always featured powerful 
backs such as Jerome Bettis and Anthony 
Johnson. Yet Hambrick was excused from 
spring practice for academic reasons, and 
his status for the fall is uncertain. Even if 
he does return, Holtz said, Hambrick will 
have to start at the bottom of the depth 
chart and work his way back up. 

The top tailback job may eventually 
fall to Boo Williams, a senior who split 
time with Hambrick last year. Holtz had 
moved Williams to flanker, where he 


THE TAILBACK JOB MAY EVENTUALLY 
FALL TO SENIOR BOO WILLIAMS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 
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MECOCKS*REGRUITING 


Hich ScHoot / CouEGe 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN 


Micheal AGES QB/DB 5-11, 160 Rex, GA 
Four-year starter at quarterback ‘cond defensive back @ As a senior, had 800 verde passing and 500 yards 
rushii ns @ Had 45 tackles and seven interceptions @ Threw 10 touchdown passes and scored six rushing 


fouc! s GS G junior. 


berks toe 6-4, 250 Fayetteville, GA Fayettev 
tl ny 50 n Gaby ry Ro Poe nf Gaol AS 
game @ All 


Jomes BELK DT 6-2, 230 Forestville, MD Bishop McNamara 
All-County @ Hod 106 tackles, nine quarterback sacks and four interceptions, including two returned for 
touchdowns, as a senior # Returned three kickoffs for touchdowns. 


Tim BELL OL Goodmar Holmes CC 
Participated in spring drills Soahes are No. 88 junior Sie player nationally. 
Ryan BREWER RB 5-10, 20 Versailles, OH 


Nomed Mr, Ohio in football @ As a oe, had 2,864 yards rushing # rewmedy three kickolts for touch- 
downs @ Had 7,656 rushing yards and scored 761 points in four-year prep career. 


Sots AF Sah Ae RHC ata limes 7393 yrdk ond 
Sy ral in rolina # As a senior, nine s for 1 ai 
scored one touchdown while missing final three games due to injury. ; 


Brion ELAM CB/WR 6-0, 175 North Augusta North Augusta 
Ranked No. 15 prospect in South Carolina by Southeasiom Recruiting Alliance # Ped in in North-South All- 
Stor game Three-year starter. 


Pat FLEMING DB 6-1,210 

SuperPrep rated No, 20 EN Gerclna'¢ Ab Shee Hod 215 bode, rebriey 20 erlee ot 
senior @ As a junior, had 152 tackles, 

CJ, FRYE DL/OL 6-3, 285 Columbic Irmo 

Started on offense and defense @ As a senior, had 100 tackles and seven quarterback sacks@. 

Mikal GOODMAN GB 6-3, 185 New Smyrna Beach, FL 


New Smyrna Beach 
Led team to state semifinals ond 11 Diakord cx aseticn 6 Hed 1,521 yards passing and 16 touchdowns 
with Iwo interceptions @ Had 693 yards rushing. 


Shane HALL OL 6-6, 290 Indian Mills, NU Shawnee 
Ranked No. 1 offensive lineman in Northeast Region by The National Recruiting Advisor All-State  All- 
| County. 


Jermaine JORDAN LB 6-2, 225 Statesville, NC 
Hos been attending Mitchell CC the post two yeors, but has no! participated in iota ° Will have three 
years of eligibility at South Caroline # As a prep senior, had 85 tackles, including 63 solo. 


Joe Don JORDAN DT 6-1,290 Roswell, G 
North Fulton Defensive Player of the Year # As a senior, ed 113 tackles, five pseu sacks and 11 
quarterback hurries Three-year letterman # Bench presses 485 pounds. 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Coulece 


Langston MOORE DT 6-1, 267 Charleston James Island 
pee top-rated prospect in South Carolina @ Had 130 tackles, including 20 for loss, and eight quarter- 
k sacks as a senior. 


eee PINKNEY DT 6-2, 270 Sumter Copiah-Lincoln JC 
honorable mention All-American # Border Wars All-American # PrepStar All-ACC ake + 

Chorote Top 25 @ All-State # As a senior, had 130 tackles and eight quarterback sacks 

| Andrew PINNOCK RB 


6-0, 255 Bloomfield, CT Bloomfield 
| SuperPrep ranked No. 2 fullback nationally @ Two-time All-State # Two-time All-District # Hod 2,800 yards 
| rushing as a senior, 


Willie SAMS OL/OL 6-5, 270 Bradenton, FL SW Mississippi JC 
Rated among the top defensive line prospects in the junior college ranks @ Has outstanding quickness and 
speed for his size. 


Trevyn SMITH TB 6-0, 195 Moncks Corner Berkeley 

Rated No. 8 player and No, 3 tailback in South Carolina by SuperPrep # Had 2,168 8 yards rushing and 
scored 21 touchdowns as a senior @ As a junior, had 1,700 yards rushing and scored 17 touchdowns @ 
Scored 46 career touchdowns. 


Issac STACKHOUSE CB 5-9, 185 Dillon 
Deep South Recruiting Guide ranked No. 10 athlete in South Cacia Pied Passel nbs 
game @ Played quarterback, comerback and punt returner. 


Rob THOMAS DT 61,218 Delond, FL Deland 
Had 100 tackles in three-year career  Four-sport athlete @ Second in district in "300" -meter dash @ Placed 
| third in state in weightlifting, 

John THOMPSON LB 6-4, 232 Abbeville, LA 
Played linebacker, defensive end ond defensive tackle in 
quarterback sacks as a senior # Had 25 receptions for 420 yo 


Rod THOMAS LB 1,218 DeLand, FL Deland 
Has a three-year total of more is ‘300 tackles @ Four sport shins Finished pay in his district in the 200 | 
meters @ Runs a 4,5 40, 


Derek WATSON RB 6-1, 205 Williamston Palmetto 

SuperPrep rated No, 13 running bock nationally South Carolina Mr. Football @ Set state career rushing 
record with 6,766 yards and 88 touchdowns @ As a senior, had 2,571 yards and scored 44 touchdowns # 
Had 2,020 yards rushing and scored 22 touchdowns as a junior # Averaged 24 points and seven assists for 
basketball team as a junior # Runs 40-yard dash in 4.5, 


Vermilion Catholic 
career @ Had 107 tackles and seven 


rad WHARTON OL 6-4, 295 Fountain Inn Hillcrest 

rated No. 25 student athlete in South Carolina # Participated in 1998 Shrine Bowl @ Runs 40- 
oeribinas. 
Tim YARN DB Reddick, FL North Marion 


5-10, 158 
ee in Georgia-Florida All: = game Had 70 tackles ‘and six inlerceptions as a senior # Runs 40-yard 
in 4.4, 


ALOOKATTHE*GAMECOCK 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS SCHEDULE 


(1-10, 0-8) — PASSING B | Sept. 4 atN.C. State 
SSS 2 —- Comp Yarps Pct 
38 Ball State 20 Wright 273 (145 ~—«1899 53.1 10 10 Sept. 11 at Georgia 
Petty TQ Sin a 642cAOA Zu 
3. Georgia 17 "RUSHING Sept. 18 East Carolina Sn 
21. Marshall 24 STARS Sept. 25 at Mississippi State 
—-~ 2 Hambrick 144 701 49 70 4 —— 
0 Mississippi State 38 Williams il 237A TBA Oct. 2 Mississippi 
> Nesmith 53 188 3.5 14 0 + = 
28 Mississippi 30 Mixon 42 153 3.6 13 2 Oct 9 Kentucky 
== = a | RECEIVING aE, = aT ae 
J. es Ate - — a * 
28 Kentucky 33 nue aL Lie 5 Oct. 16 — at Arkansas 
Bas. Adanice Al Davis 48 Re (a Oct. 23. Vanderbilt 
are Kelly 44.555 ~«126=SCOOSs«i 
Fleming 24 336 «14.0 42 1 
14 Vanderik 17. Wee > a Ca Oct. 30 at Tennessee 
14 Tennessee 49 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 13 — Florida 
‘ Tacks: Sullivan 31; Torrance 31; Green 31; Harney 29. ae 
14 Florida 93 |_| eeeaarnons: Green 2: Torrance 2; Groin | Nov. 20 Clemson 
|B Sacks: Abraham 2; Marsters 2. ; ae 
19 Clemson 28 | Tackies For Loss: Abraham 7; Caldwell 3. “Lie Rock-AR 
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JOHN ABRAHAM WAS ONE OF THE GAMECOCKS’ BEST 
PLAYERS LAST SEASON AS A DEFENSIVE END. 
PHOTO BY ANDY LYONS 


thought his 21 1-pound frame and open-field running ability 
might be put to better use, but the Hambrick situation forced 
Holtz to return him to the backfield. Sophomore Antione 
Nesmith, who started at fullback the latter half of last season, also 
worked at tailback much of the spring before Holtz returned him 
to fullback. 

Regardless of who Holtz starts at tailback, South Carolina's 
most explosive offensive player is likely to be junior wide receiver 
Jermale Kelly. With the departure of the enigmatic Zola Davis, 


1999 


Kelly becomes the Gamecocks’ go-to guy. He caught 44 balls for 
555 yards last season, and was the second-most productive 
wideout on the team behind Davis. 

Kelly headlines what is usually South Carolina's deepest 
offensive position, but from which the Gamecocks have 
rarely been able to maximize. Ben Fleming and Kerry Hood are 
capable, veteran receivers, but were seldom able to gain yards 
after the catch. Whether that was due to the receivers’ ability or 
the offense run by former coach Brad Scott will be determined 
this season. 

“If we are to keep making progress,” Holtz said, “our 
receivers have got to take it to another level.” 

Yet if there is one position that has confounded Holtz the 
most, it is backup quarterback. With three-year starter Anthony 
Wright gone, the starting role falls to redshirt sophomore Phil 
Petty, who played in all but one game last season and passed for 
642 yards. Holtz has been impressed with the 6-3, 193-pound 
Petty, who easily asserted himself as the Gamecocks’ No. 1 quar- 
terback heading into fall practice. 

“A quarterback has to have the ability to beat you four ways: 
with his head, his heart, his arm and his feet,” Holtz said. “Phil's 
capable of doing all four — capable. But how durable is he? 
Because you're going to take a pounding back there. You can't 
play this game in a rocking chair. Is he durable? That's the only 
concern | have.” 

Petty likes the Gamecocks’ new offense, which is more of an 
offshoot of the multi-faceted system offensive coordinator Skip 
Holtz ran as the head coach at Connecticut than any of Lou 
Holtz’s old option-oriented schemes. Skip Holtz’s last Connecti- 
cut team averaged 36 points per game, 1 1th-best in Division I- 
AA. “We're going to be more of a wide-open, spread offense 
than people think,” Petty said. 

But if Lou Holtz’s fears about Petty’s durability are realized, 
then who takes over? Petty is the only returning quarterback 
with any real experience. Keith Matkins, a redshirt freshman 
who was highly recruited out of high school and who many 
thought would push Petty for the starting job, has been inconsis- 
tent and will have to fight for the No. 2 spot. Holtz has looked at 
everyone from walkons Kyle Crabb and Erik Kimrey to receiver 
Carlos Spikes, who was an option quarterback in high school, and 
remains dissatisfied. 

“We're just trying to find another quarterback who can move 
this team,” Skip Holtz said, “and right now | don’t know if the 
answer is back there.” 

“The one thing | know is this: if things aren't going well, I'm 
not one for standing pat,” Lou Holtz added. “If I’ve got a losing 
hand, I'll be doggoned if I’m going to raise. We're going to find a 
better hand. Everybody gets the message. Nobody's safe.” 

That statement echoes the most common theme running 
through Gamecock football this year: change. Holtz isn’t afraid of 
altering anything if it will help make his team better, help teach 
his team to win, help enhance the “team as family” message 
Holtz has tried to cultivate. He switched players from offense to 
defense and back again, searching for combinations where the 
chemistry was right. He initiated minor rules to promote confor- 
mity, like no anklet socks and no wearing other colleges’ colors 
when out in public. He took the names off the backs of the uni- 
form jerseys. He even changed the helmet, scrapping the familiar 
gamet background in favor of a white one. 

The message is clear: it’s a new start in Columbia. And on the 
heels of the worst season in school history, it’s one that’s being 
embraced by fans and players alike. 


Linby’s FOOTBALL ANNUALS 161 


No. NAME Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


95 John Abraham 1B Sh 247 Tiron 94 Malt Moses DL St Gd 231 Soros, fL 
5B CowAkns BS 61 250 Greewile | 39 onohanMatin % of 510 202 Cchmba 
"70. TimBel OL 62 280 Goodman, MS Keth Maks GB fe 63 190 Charbte, NC 
52. Nichoe Blakely Oo GA 260. Leciagen 86 Treen Mathews TS .62).28) Sumani 
“63 SephenBronhom =k COS Sater 30 Marcus McBeth wn oer 

24 Sheldon Brown @ S 510 175  Lewisille 15 FrkyGdm = BSsCdS«O«SG3. 225 Fovene 

50 Scat Browne Ck 62, 258 Jekondg Al 32. Ste Mion «SI 218 NothAuguso 
33 Joceb Bush BO SIN 248 Jodsomvile, A & Arione Nesmith % So 510 210 Woberbowo 
96 Cec Coldwell DL Se 258 Nevbeny @ Heo Nivens Clerk 6d 27 es 
7A\deson Cx a & 6 3S 0 Donovon Noman] WRuuSo) | <6, 106 Encinas 

“WO ORondoiCex -«0B-=«sS>«. 7D. Deco,GA 36 Ande Ofing Book 61 238 Howbn,X 
16 Kyle Crobb GBS Gh 220 Deblin,GA 20 Wile Ofbrd DB So 62 200 Polo, FL 
"35 Kibo Edvors DL-=«So.=«G 225 ‘Ea Point, GA 99 AnhoryOvenet OL ik «G2 246 Aken, GA 

11 Roshod Foison DB of 59 190 Woxdwo,Fl «72. Main Paige O S 65 320 Dikn 

~ 8 Ben Fleming WR S511 201 Jocksonile, FL Trey Permian (tue i 
15. Steve Hoco Fan SS OLIVA eas ave Phil ety @B So 63 193 Boling Springs 
7] Awa Freee DBS eA NOS ak Orcapeberg Jim Petrack OL 260. Pol Horbor, FL 
a ne: 2 CewkndPriney «Lk «G2 270. Sumer 

35 AmkeGeedmon -«0B.=««So.«$:10. «17. Grensile Dennis Guinn DL fe 64 230 Weshingion, GA 
"3. Roy Grenn DBS 63.186 Charkston Kevin Rivers OL So 63 299 Mons Comer 
89 Wills Hom WR fr 62 20 Cobnba Fala Kagawa, MOL itso 20m ea FL 
19 Troy Honbrick RBS 60 22) Locoodhee, A Erol Rochester DL St 60 259 Miani Sprig, FL 
THE Kanebiiaeyia | MG\n Soll 21002000) (Fasbe Teddy Salers RB & 62 235 Couto 
8 Thomas il Do «62 218 itl River Weds Sonderson OL fr 66 265. Tompo,f 

28 1. Hines % So 60 22 Toma A Kevin Soyer DS So 61 200 Bomel 
"Gh ides los Nok G1 216. Moning Brion Scot WR So 64 190 Dorlngon 
9 Keny Hood WR & 61 195 Aloria,GA Jomie Scot “RB of S10. 185 Malis 

31 DevionHucheron —sBS«So GD 231 Albin, GA Kevin Sides OB & 511172 China Grove, NC 
51 MorcoHuchinon «Bk. 283 Rock Corks Sikes WR 60 185 Tolchosee, FL 
"D KevinHowe DB S51) 165. Tompo,Fl John Stomper OLN) réd 2S) dew 
$4 Toybr vin OL So 65 282 Boling Springs Spenser Sectborge DLs «G2 235. Pio Gon Fl 
75. Kevin Johnson OL & 63 315 Broom, NY ichesTigpes OL Fr) PAUP OD Waeebao 
73. lore Jhon DS 63 270 Toma Rd Trflrd To 63 238 Verma,NI 
“8 ico! Jones OL Ss 66 330 Comba Dennis Thomas Dok G1 26d Cobemfobs 
65. Philip Jones OL So 62 272 Sodhile ShononWodey «1B s«So. «1228 Swaimiboro, GA 
84 Jena Kelly WR i 62 193 Greemille ‘4. Boo Wikis RB St S11 211 Bodsheor, GA 
34 Keth Knog ® So 510 180 Moxkin Cadkic Wilioms Do 63 280 kamesbrd 
Fu Comnaylawal © PK SRN" 0210!) Cormontonny TN terny Waions Bo 64 200 Tomo A 

88 Jim Levondusky TE & Gh 231 Eosen,CA Rover ond deph cho subjet io change. - 


99 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART = 
i [a 


QB Phil Petty, So/Kyle Crabb, So DE John Stamper, So/Matt Marsters, Sr* 
“RB. Boo Williams, Sr/Nate Gary, Fr DT Cecil Caldwell, Sr*/Anthony Overstreet, Jr 
RB — Antione Nesmith, So*/Jonathan Martin, Fr DT — Cleveland Pinkney, Jr/Larrell Johnson, So* 
WR Jermale Kelly, Jr*/ Brian Scott, Jr ‘DE Kalimba Edwards, So/Dennis Quinn, Fr 
WR Kerry Hood, Sr*/ Carlos Spikes, So Ob John Abraham, Sr°/Marco Hutchinson, Jr* 
TE Trevon Matthews, Sr.*/Jim Levandusky, St ILB Kenneth Harney, So*/Andre Offing, Jr = 
\T ‘Trey Pennington, Sr/Kevin Johnson, Sr LB = Corey Atkins, Sr*/Shannon Wadley, So 
LG Tim Bell, Jr/Cedric Williams, Fr 7 CB Sheldon Brown, So/Rashad Faison, Fr 
~C Scott Browne, Jr*/Michael Blakley, Fr CB Kevin House, So*/Keith Knag, So 
RG Philip Jones, So*/Dennis Thomas, Jr SS Ray Green, Sr*/Willlie Offord, So. 
"Rie “Melvin Paige, So*/Jim Pietrzak, Jr a FS Arturo Freeman, Sr/O’Rondoi Cox,So. 


PK Steve Florio, Sr*/Courtney Leavitt, Sr 


P 


Courtney Leavitt, Sr*/Tyeler Dean, Fr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


ne of the more pleasant surprises 

during South Carolina’s spring 

practice was the progress made by 
offensive lineman Kevin Johnson. The 6- 
3, 315-pound senior came to Columbia 
prior to last season as a sought-after 
defensive lineman from Lackawanna (Pa.) 
Junior College, where he was rated 
among the top 100 JC prospects nation- 
ally. Yet, he adjusted slowly at South Car- 
olina, and recorded just seven tackles in 
five games. 

New Gamecocks coach Lou Holtz 
saw Johnson’s 315-pound frame and 
immediately switched him from defensive 
line to offensive line, where he earned 
praise for his play in the spring. “He’s 
going to play for us,” offensive coordina- 
tor Skip Holtz said. “He’s got a chance to 
be one of our five starters.” 

Johnson isn’t the only newcomer 
making progress on the offensive line. 
The South Carolina staff has also been 
impressed with Tim Bell, a 280-pound 
junior transfer from Holmes (Mo.) Com- 
munity College. Bell spent most of the 
spring at first-team center, but his versatil- 
ity allowed Holtz to move him to guard. 

e Another name to watch for is that 
of sophomore defensive end Kalimba 
Edwards. He played in all 11 games last 
season as a true freshman, and played so 
well during the spring it allowed Lou 
Holtz to move senior starter John Abra- 
ham from defensive end to outside line- 
backer. 

¢ Placekicking was a major problem 
last season for South Carolina; the Game- 
cocks missed 10 of 14 field goal attempts, 
and did not split the uprights beyond the 
third game of the season. Steve Florio, 
South Carolina’s No. 1 kicker entering 
last season, missed the whole year with a 
nerve problem in his lower back. Yet Flo- 
rio appeared to be back to full strength 
during spring practice. 

¢ South Carolina’s tight ends saw 
more work in spring practice than in the 
past two seasons combined. Tight ends 
have always been an integral part of Holtz 
offenses, and it doesn’t appear that will 
change this season. Trevon Matthews and 
Jim Levandusky were all regular targets of 
quarterbacks in the spring. Tight end Trey 
Pennington was moved to offensive 
tackle. 

— David Caraviello 
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FREEMAN’S TEAMMATES CAN ONLY WONDER 
IF LAST SEASON WOULD HAVE BEEN 
DIFFERENT WITH HIM ON THE FIELD. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF SOUTH CAROUNA SPORTS INFORMATION 


“| know what it takes to be an out- 
standing team. And | think we're going to 
be a good team,” Holtz said. “But playing 
eight bowl teams, that's real difficult. It’s 
not like you’re coming into a situation 
where you've got an even chance in eight 
games and you're outmanned in three. 
But I have a lot of confidence. | think we 
know where we want to go and how we 
want to get there. | like the players. We 
aren't on the same page, but at least 
we're in the same book.” 

“The attitude is totally different,” Petty 
said. “It’s a new beginning type of thing. 
Everybody believes in each other and in 
these coaches.” 

Will that boost in confidence translate 
into wins this season? In truth, South Car- 
olina was a better team last season than 
its 1-10 record may indicate. Turnovers at 
crucial times and a horrendous placekick- 
ing year (four of 14 on field goal attempts) 
probably cost the Gamecocks two or three 
more wins. 

But questions abound, from the 
chemistry on the offensive line to depth in 
the secondary to overall team strength. 
More than 30 Gamecock players failed to 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Freeman Has Something to Prove 


season Arturo Freeman burst onto 

the national scene. It was supposed 
to be the season the South Carolina 
free safety defied conventional logic 
and proved a player on a lower-divi- 
sion team ould sneak up and grab an 
All-America nomination. 

So why do so few people outside of 
the Southeastern Conference know 
Arturo Freeman? Because instead of try- 
ing to build on his reputation as one of 
the best defensive backs in the SEC, the 
senior spent 1998 on crutches while his 
teammates struggled through a 1-10 
season, the worst in school history. 

Freeman tore the ACL and MCL in 
his right knee in a practice accident last 
August, when a teammate was blocked 
into his leg during a punt-block drill. 

“My junior year, through all the 
pain and all the losing we went 
through, | was finally getting the 
credit,” he said. “It felt good. | trained 
real hard in the summertime, got my 
body to where | wanted it to be, and 


[ = year was supposed to be the 


bench at least 300 pounds in winter work- 
outs, leading Holtz to quip, “I told them 
under no circumstances are they to try to 
carry me off the field.” 

And then there’s a killer schedule. The 
Gamecocks open with three of their first 
four on the road, beginning Sept. 4 at 


NE HAS TO 
QUESTION THE 
REALISM OF 


HOLTZ’S PRIMARY GOAL 
OF A WINNING SEASON 
IN HIS FIRST YEAR. 


North Carolina State before traveling to 
Georgia and Mississippi State on either 
side of the Sept. 18 home opener against 
East Carolina. They close, as they do every 
year, with Tennessee, Florida and Clem- 
son, a stretch known around Columbia as 
the “orange crush.” 

That said, one has to question the 


was really on top of things. When | 
came crashing down, | had to realize 
that if | got to that point before, | could 
do it again.” 

Freeman’s teammates can only 
wonder if last season would have been 
different with him on the field. Line- 
backer John Abraham said, “He 
brought an energy to the game that no 
one else brought.” 

Freeman’s goal now is not to 
return to his previous level, but 
exceed it, even on a surgically 
repaired right knee. He Laois he'll 
be tested by opposing quarterbacks 
because of the injury, and that every- 
one will watch to see if he has lost 
any speed or recovery ability. 

“A lot of people probably aren’t 
expecting a br out of me because of 
the knee,” he said. “Maybe they're not 
saying, ‘I want to see if he can still do 
this or that,’ but they’re watching. IF | 
can’t, they’re going to say I’m not the 
same. | have a lot to prove, and I’m 
going to.” QO 


realism of Holtz's primary goal of a win- 
ning season in his first year. Yet the coach 
is undeterred. He has, after all, been 
through this sort of thing a few times 
before. And he’s never failed to turn a 
program around. Holtz coached North 
Carolina State, Arkansas, Minnesota and 
Notre Dame into bowl games by his sec- 
ond season at each school. 

“Realistic, no,” Holtz said. “But 
nobody ever accused me of being realis- 
tic. Somebody said, Rome wasn’t built in 
a day.’ Well, | wasn’t the foreman. But | 
don't want to undersell these kids, either. 
I'd rather overestimate what they're capa- 
ble of accomplishing.” 

“| think we feel like talent will not be 
the reason we lose football games,” Petty 
added. “I think we have enough talent 
here. Fundamentally, we've got to get 
better. Once we get there, myself and the 
rest of the players, we feel like we can be 
a good football team. | don’t know what 
will happen, | have no way of knowing 
that. But we do have high goals. You play 
this game for one reason, and that’s to 
win a championship.” 

— David Caraviello 
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Il of last season, Tennessee 

played with a chip on its shoul- 

der. Analysts questioned 
whether Tennessee could win at Syracuse. 
Then, they questioned whether the Vols 
could beat Florida after giving up 300 


passing yards to Donovan McNabb. 


TENNESSEE 


VOLUNTEERS 


Or were they? 

Tennessee was called a team of des- 
tiny. It was called a team of good fortune. 
It was called downright lucky. 

That talk might be enough to propel 
the defending national champions to 
another first-place finish. 


has won back-to-back national titles. 

“Once you get to the top,” center 
Spencer Riley said, “you've got to work 
twice as hard to stay there.” 

If Tennessee can find depth at 
receiver, a kicker to replace Jeff Hall and a 
fullback nearly as productive as Shawn 


Vols Still Feel They Have Something To Prove 


They questioned whether Tennessee 
could beat Georgia without injured tail- 
back Jamal Lewis. Then, they questioned 
whether the nation’s No. 1-ranked team 
could beat a one-loss team ranked No. 2. 
Oddsmakers favored Florida State over 
Tennessee by a whopping 5 1/2 points in 
the Fiesta Bowl. 

“People kept doubting us, and we 
just kept proving them wrong,” said 
receiver Peerless Price. 

Ignited by outside motivation, Ten- 
nessee became only the fourth team in 
Division 1-A to go 13-0, winning the 
school’s first national championship since 
1951 by beating the Seminoles 23-16. 

“The team overachieved a little bit,” 
said Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer, 
selected the 1998 national Coach of the 
Year. All doubts, all questions, all concerns 
were erased. 


at a glance 


1998: 13-0 Overall; 9-0 SEC (1st East) 

COACH: Phillip Fulmer — At Tennessee 
and Overall: 67-11, 7 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: |4, 6 Offense, 
7 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Tee Martin, 
RB Jamal Lewis, WR Cedrick Wilson, DT 
Darwin Walker, OLB Raynoch Thompson, 
OLB Eric Westmoreland, CB Dwayne 
Goodrich, FS Deon Grant 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Tennessee led 
the SEC in rushing last year and had Lewis 
for just 3 1/2 games. Offensive line is 
strong. Martin is one of nation’s top quar- 


“| think the chip went from, ‘They 
can’t beat this team,’ to ‘They were lucky 
last year; can they do it again?’” said 
quarterback Tee Martin. 

“We still have the same chip because 
we feel like we have to prove something 
to everybody. Even though we won a 
national championship, we still don’t feel 
like we have the respect we should have 
around the nation and around the SEC 
because teams feel like we lucked out.” 

For that reason, the Vols won’t have 
trouble with motivation, said outside line- 
backer Raynoch Thompson. 

“People talk about it was destiny,” 
Thompson said. “We're just eager to 
prove to people it wasn’t destiny. It was 
hard work, and we're going to try to 
make it happen again.” 

Reaching the top is one thing. Staying 
there is another. Since 1980, only Nebraska 


terbacks. Defense has great overall speed. 
Front four, linebackers and secondary rank 
among the SEC's best. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Cedrick Wil- 
son is the only proven returning receiver. 
Defense will miss talent and leadership of 
MLB Al Wilson. Complacency. 

OVERVIEW: Tennessee could be better 
this year, but that doesn’t necessarily 
mean another national title. The offense 
will be outstanding; same with the 
defense. But will the chemistry be the 
same? And will the ball bounce UT's way? 


Bryson, there is no reason to think the 
Vols won't be better in '99. 

But there is one other hitch. 

Tennessee must play at Florida this 
season. The Gators have lost just one 
home SEC game in the 1990s — to 
Aubum in 1994 — and the Vols haven't 
won in The Swamp since 1971. 

The road to a repeat goes through 
Gainesville — and the Vols know it. 

“It's going to be big,” Martin said. 
“It’s going to be on the level of the 
national championship game for me. | 
won't ever play Florida again because this 
is my last season as a college athlete. It's 
going to be very special for me.” 

Martin has never taken a snap in The 
Swamp. He watched from the sidelines in 
1997 as Florida defeated Tennessee 33-20. 

“| like the way it is down there,” Martin 
said. “I like their fans. | like our fans. | like 
the rivalry. | like the pageantry. | like it all.” 

What he might like best of all is that 
Tennessee will take the SEC’s best running 
game and best defense to The Swamp. 

The Vols led the SEC in rushing last year 
with 211.3 yards per game — 35 yards per 
game more than runner-up Ole Miss. It was 
the first time since 1994 the Vols averaged 
over 200 yards on the ground. The ground 
game should be even better. 

Jamal Lewis, who possesses Ricky 
Williams-like speed and power, returns 
from a season-ending knee injury. Lewis, 
who gained 1,364 yards in nine starts as a 
true freshman, ripped defenses for 497 


DEFENSIVE END SHAUN ELLIS 
RETURNS FOR HIS SENIOR YEAR. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 
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OLUNTEERS*RECRUITING 


HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece 
Greg BARNUM | 6-1, 295 Killeen, TX Ellison 

Rated No. 1 center nationally by The National Recruiting Advisor # All-State # All-District @ As a 
senior, made 30 pancake blocks @ Had 10 pancake blocks as a junior. 


Name / Position Size 


Devon DAVIS B 6-3, 223 Austin, TX McCallum 
All-State # Two-time All-District # Central Texas Defensive Player of the Year in 1997 and 1998 @ 
Three-year starter # Had 114 tackles, eight quarterback sacks and two interceptions as o senior. 


Troy FLEMING B 6-2, 210 Franklin Battle Ground Academy 
SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 2 running back in Tennessee @ Three-time All-State # Helped 
team to three state championships @ Finished career as No. 2 all-time rushing leader nationally with 
9,487 yards @ As a senior, had 3,008 yards and 37 touchdowns @ Led team in interceptions with 
seven as a freshman. 


Albert HAYNESWORTHL 6-6, 300 Hartsville, SC Hartsville 

SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 3 defensive tackle in South Carolina @ Ranked No. 1 defensive 
tackle nationally by The National Recruiting Advisor # Helped team to state championship # Had 
110 tackles, 51 quarterback pressures and six quarterback sacks as a senior # As a junior, had 150 
tackles, including 56 for loss, six quarterback sacks and six fumbles recovered. 


Anthony HERRERA L 6-4, 310 Noples, FL Barron Collier 
Ft. Myers News-Press Offensive Player of the Year @ All-State @ District Offensive Most Valuable 
Player @ Two-year starter # Team captain. 


Sterling KAZEE 8 6-2, 180 Irving, TX MacArthur 

All-State @ District Defensive Player of the Year @ Three-year starter @ As a senior, had 74 tackles, 
including seven for loss, five interceptions, two fumbles caused and two fumbles recovered @ Aver- 
aged 18.7 yards on seven punt returns and scored one touchdown Had 150 yards rushing on two 
carries and scored one touchdown @ Averaged 21 points per game for basketball team. 


Steven LEE PK/P 5-11, 165 Citronelle, AL Citronelle 
Two-time All-State # Kicked three field goals of 50 or more yards as a senior # Made 29 of 30 
points after touchdown # Put 29 of 32 kickoffs into end zone @ Had 40.8-yard punting average. 


Eddie MOORE B 6-0, 210 South Pittsburg South Pittsburg 

SuperPrep Dixie Super 30 @ All-State # Played safety and running back @ Four-year starter # As a 

senior, had 2,100 yards rushing and scored 43 touchdowns Had 78 tackles and four interceptions 

‘i Averaged 37.8 yards per punt # Had 4,000 career rushing yards and scored 74 career touch 
wns, 


Constantin RITZMAN L 6-4, 245 Tallahassee, FL North Florida Christian 

Rated No. 5 defensive end nationally by The National Recruiting Advisor @ All-State Foreign 
exchange student from Germany, played only one year of football @ Helped team to state champi- 
onship @ Had school-record 26 quarterback sacks in 14 games # Played on European All-Star team, 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Couece 


Charles ROBERSON L 6-3, 235 Fariburn, GA Creeksdale 

Parade All-American # SuperPrep All-American @ Three-year starter # Had 80 tackles, 12 quarter- 
back sacks and two fumble recoveries retumed for touchdown as a senior @ As a junior, had 96 
tackles, 27 quarterback sacks and three interceptions returned for touchdown @ Averaged 16 points 
and 12 rebounds per game for basketball team. 


Anthony SESSIONS 8 61,210 Bonaire, GA Copiah-Lincoln JC 
Enrolled at Tennessee in January # Junior college All-State Team co-captain # As a sophomore, 
had 73 tackles and two interceptions # Had 82 tackles as a freshman @ Prep All-State # Played 
es and linebacker # Originally signed with Mississippi State, but did not qualify academi- 
cally, 


Terrea SMALLS L 6-3, 295 Pineville, SC Timberland 

SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 6 player in South Carolina @ All-State # All-Region # Region 
Defensive Player of the Year @ Three-year starter @ Had 82 tackles, 13 quarterback sacks, four fum- 
bles caused and three fumbles recovered as a senior # As a junior, had 94 tackles, including nine 
for loss, seven quarterback sacks and eight fumbles caused, 


Chavis SMITH L 6-3, 250 Forest City, NC East Rutherford 

Rated No. 3 tight end in Atlantic Region by The National Recruiting Advisor # SuperPrep ranked 
No. 6 defensive lineman in North Carolina @ Three-year starter # Has undergone three arthroscopic 
surgeries on left knee. 


Onterrio SMITH B 5-11, 190 Sacramento, CA Grant 

SuperPrep All-American Two-time All-State @ League Most Valuable Player @ Three-year starter # 
Set school career rushing record with 6,123 yards @ As a senior, had 3,154 yards rushing and 
scored 60 touchdowns @ Scored six touchdowns in each of three games # Member of basketball 
and baseball teams. 


AJ, SUGGS QB 6-5, 205 Powder Springs, GA McEacher 

Enrolled in January @ SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 16 quarterback nationally # All-State 
Had 2,056 yards passing and 21 touchdowns as a senior # As a junior, had 2,100 yards passing 
and 19 touchdowns with three interceptions. 


Scott WELLS L 6-2, 280 Spring Hill Brentwood Academy 
PrepStar All-American # Two-time All-Stote @ Four-year starter at offensive guard and three-year 
starter at defensive tackle @ Team captain # As a senior, had 14 quarterback sacks @ Rated No. 1 
heavyweight wrestler nationally # Was undefeated in final two seasons @ Threw discus and shot put 
for track team. | 


Kevin YOUNG L 6-4, 250 Duncanville, TX Duncanville 

Dallas Morning News Area Defensive Player of the Year # All-State # All-Region # Helped team to 
state championship @ Three-year starter @ Had 112 tackles, including 20 for loss, and 11 quarter- 
back sacks as a senior @ As a junior, had 101 tackles and 12 quarterback sacks. 


AWOOKOATMTHE VOLUNTEERS: 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS SCHEDULE 


(13-0, 9-0) PASSING Sept. 4 Wyoming 
== Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int 
34 Syracuse 33 153 2164 57.3 19 6 Sept. 18 at Florida 
20 ‘Florida (OT) 17 EAE Pe 
bi Lani - RUSHING Sept. 25 Memphis 
= Yarps = 
Ae Auburn ? Henry 176 970 55 3% 7 Oct. 2 Auburn 
7 Lewis 73 (yO — —o 
BES Secrgias SH Stephens ‘107 i | ey Oct. 9 Georgia 
35 Alabama 18 Martin 103 287.28 55 pee = = ——— 
49 — South Carolina 14 RECEIVING Oct. 23 at Alabama 
: ; = NAME No Yaros Avec tlc TD ? we 
37 —-UAB — 13 Bie m a ART HL) 6 Oct. 30 South Carolina 
28 Arkansas 24 Wilson 33 558 «16.9 55 é ar ri. ——— 
—— — Copeland 29~Ss«38——id‘S)S (“std Nov. 6 Notre Dame 
59 Kentucky “cal Bryson 19 [67ames BS OS —= —— 
41 Vanderbilt 0 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 13 at Arkansas 
24 Mississippi State 14 TACKLES: Thompson 44; Wilson 42; Westmoreland 32; Terry 32. | Nov. 20 at Kentucky 
———S—+E IntercePTIONS: Grant 5; Goodrich 3; Edmonds 2. : <2 
23 Wpentes ents Bow 16 QB Sacks: Terry 17; Walker 4; Wilson 3; Thompson 3. N 27 Vandeckit 
epee Neus! TAckiEs For Loss: Thompson 10; Ellis 9; Wilson 8; Walker 8. Peeve anderbilt 
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JAMAL LEWIS GAINED 1,364 YARDS IN NINE STARTS 
AS A TRUE FRESHMAN, RIPPED DEFENSES FOR 497 YARDS AND 
A 6.8 PER-CARRY AVERAGE BEFORE TEARING UP HIS 
KNEE IN THE FOURTH GAME AGAINST AUBURN. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


yards and a 6.8 per-carry average before tearing up his knee in 
the fourth game against Auburn. 

The 6-0, 225-pound Lewis was held out of contact in the spring. 

“Jamal is the kind of guy who wants to get all he can,” Mar- 
tin said. “I’m sure he looks forward to having a big season.” 

Few teams will have a better 1-2 punch at tailback. After 
Lewis’ injury, fire-plug Travis Henry came off the bench to rush for 
970 yards, including 833 in UT’s last seven games. He powered 
for 197 against Arkansas. 

“Man, | hate trying to tackle Travis Henry — he's so strong,” said 
Vols strong safety Fred White, the best hitter in the secondary. 

Because Lewis doesn’t like to carry more than 25 times a 
game, Henry could play a series each quarter. That would keep 
both backs fresh. Don’t look for Lewis and Henry in the same 
backfield, however. 

“We're not going to be a split-back team,” Fulmer said. “I 
went through that (with Peyton Manning). It wasn’t ideal. There 
are not a lot of runs (out of the split backs). You become a draw 
and passing team. That's not us. We're going to hit you in the 
mouth and be a bruising team.” 

A third tailback is Travis Stephens, who rushed for 477 yards. 
He gained 107 against Georgia the game after Lewis’ injury. He 
also led the team with 60 rushing yards in the Fiesta Bowl. 


The offensive line returns three starters, all with all-star abil- 
ity. Guard Cosey Coleman is the best offensive lineman in the 
SEC. He is 6-5, 315, and he can block anybody on the Vols’ 
vaunted defensive line. 

“He'll be an All-American one day,” line coach Mike Barry said. 

Left tackle Chad Clifton, who made second-team All-SEC last 
season, is a strong body guard who protects Martin's back side. 
Riley, a converted guard, might be the best center in the SEC. 

Tennessee must find two new starters. Sophomore Fred 
Weary, a converted defensive tackle, will get a shot at left guard 
when he returns in August from leg surgery. Weary was forced to 
miss spring practice, so it might take him some time to get accli- 
mated to his new position. 

Josh Tucker replaces Jarvis Reado at right tackle. 

Depth is a concern. 

“We've got to be able to run the ball for five yards on every 
play,” Riley said. 

At wide receiver, the Vols haven't been this thin in years. 
The feisty, competitive Cedrick Wilson caught 33 passes last sea- 
son. The rest of the retumers caught three passes combined — all 
by David Martin. 

The 6-4 Martin has yet to develop. He was slowed last season 
by a pulled hamstring just weeks before the season opener. Sopho- 
more Eric Parker, bothered by ankle injuries for most of his career, is 
finally healthy and had a huge spring. Leonard Scott, the NCAA 60- 
meter indoor champion, showed vast improvement in his pass-catch- 
ing skills and can stretch the field. Donte Stallworth, the 1997 
California prep Player of the Year, had a strong spring after suffering 
through injuries and homesickness last fall. 

“They have some potential,” Martin said of the young 
receivers. “They look really good.” 

Said Stallworth: “I think we're going to surprise a lot of people.” 

The offense could surprise people. Randy Sanders, a former 
Tennessee quarterback, took over as offensive coordinator for 
David Cutcliffe, Ole Miss’ new coach. 

Sanders made a splashing debut in the Fiesta Bowl, helping UT's 
offense amass 392 total yards — 278 passing — against Florida 
State’s No. 1-ranked defense. Sanders threw from inside his own 20 
twice, he passed on fourth-and-one, he threw to the tight end, he 
threw a halfback pass from the Florida State 4-yard line. 

“| feel like I’m well-prepared,” Sanders said. “I've been in 
this system a long time (15 years). | know it inside and out.” 

Martin is eager to spend an entire season under Sanders. 

“| think it’s not going to be a challenge, but a blessing. | feel 
comfortable with him,” he said. 

“There’s no way a defense can prepare for coach Sanders. | 
don’t think they can predict what he will do. At the Fiesta Bowl, 
on fourth-and-short, we pass the ball. Stuff like that | like. My 
mentality is to attack the defense and | think that’s the way he 
feels, too.” 

Sanders and Cutcliffe are similar in their knowledge of the 
offense, but they have different approaches. 

“Coach Cutcliffe is more of an Army-type guy,” Martin said. 
“It was tense in the meeting room, tense in the locker room, 
tense on the practice field. 

“With Coach Sanders, it’s more of a natural setting. It’s not a 
real bumpy surface. Everything just flows. | like that. But when 
you step on the line and mess up, he reminds you, ‘I'm the 
coach, you're the player.’ You have to respect that.” 

Tennessee almost had a change at defensive coordinator, 
also. John Chavis was offered about a $60,000 raise to become defen- 
sive line coach for the Indianapolis Colts. After leaning toward accept- 
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VOLUNTEERS SPRING ROSTER SPRING UPDATE 


. NAME Pos. CLASS . HONETOWN 


No, NAME Pos. Class Hr. Wt. 


ee Martin reared back and let the 


acid Hoge cloencerai ues En bene Ole 6585) Cote NC football fly. He was trying to over- 
29 Mikki Alen DBS 0175 Mutheesboro 30 Andre Lot DBR SIT 185. Memphis throw Leonard Scott. 
6 Villerblenew RS 60 290 Nahile 1 Rebetlawdemik KBD 7S. reno It’s not easy to fling one out of the 
47 Kurson Biggers RR Fr 57188 Noshvile _9 Seven Marsh DB Fr 1-180 Wingate, NC reach of the world’s fastest junior (19 and 
_47 Matt Blankenship B Se 510-215 Friendsville 87 David Martin WR oJr &4 210 Norfolk, VA under). But Martin did. 
55 Cy bate OL So 63. 270" Baen Rage tA IZeileo eam GGA Motel “I kind of cheated,” Martin confessed. 
94 Ed Butler = So 63 255 Huntsville, AL 9 Bhan Massa AO * 63 Cookeville ‘Al dropped back fast and threw the ball 
82 Marcus Carr TE & 62 215 Kingsport 8 Joey Mathews G8 Fr 63210 Seviervile early. But he still came close to the ball. | 
53 Toby Champion OL A305 Humboldt 2 Wile Niles DB So 60170‘. Work, TK don’t think I'll be able to overthrow him 
7 Chad Cliton OLS 65 320 Martin 95 Rashad Moore DL Fr G4 290 Huntile, AL during a game, he’s so fast.” 
52 Cosey Coleman QL Jk 6&5 315 Clarkston, GA 73 Will Ofenheusle OL Fr 68 310 Martin Scott, a redshirt freshman from 
7) Reggie Coleman OL So 5 310 _onmboro, AR 90 Will Oversireet DL So 4-250 Jackson, MS Zachary, La., might emerge as the long- 
57 _Trovis Colson (fr 63220 Marthe, NC 80 Eric Porker WR So 60 163 Shereweod, I ball threat the Vols need at wide receiver. 
21 Philp Crosby RB Sr 61243 _essemer City, NC 40 Gly Rot DL & 63-275 Moga, MS At a Knoxville track meet in April, Scott 
33 Derrick Edmonds DB Sr = «10-185. Tompo, FL 97 Joe Reid TE fr 65-220 Goodletsvile ran 100-meters in a wind-aided 9.83 sec- 
93. Shaun Elis DL 64 275 Anderson, SC 79 Regge idey Cf Gh 20 Nosh onds; the world record is 9.84. 
96 ohn Finlayson TES 6A 280 Selmer 68 Spencer Rly CS 63305 NewMarket ¢ Senior walkon kicker Robert Loud- 
% Movicefingeod «0B So 59180 Nolo “10 enson Scot HS 61195 Knowle ermilk faced a strong challenge from 
48. Sommy Frogg Pook S11 220 Kington 26 Leonard Scot WR fr S11 165. Zochary, LA walkon freshman Alex Walls. Loudermilk 
12 Teddy Gaines DB So 60 185 Kingston 19 ShawnSeobrooks sDB.sFr.«S«S9“185.—_ Paterson, NJ made 28-of-30 field-goal attempts during 
13 Tod Golden DBS 61190. Lihonio, GA 22 AnbonySesions DB k= 1210 Bonar, GA a late scrimmage to surface as the heir 
74 Bernard Gooden OL ke 63.315. Brodanton, FL 65. Don Stoey SN So 62 200 Nashville apparent to SEC all-time leading scorer 
23 Dwayne Goodich —«DBSsC«S:=S«G. 185. Ock Lown, 85 Done Stllwerh «WR Fr 652 190 Socromento,CA Jeff Hall. 
11 Bobby Grebo WR So 60 185. Statesile, NC 45 thom Schon No" 62) 200i liken GA e Two freshmen, Keyon Whiteside 
"7 Deon Gront DB «© 63-205 Auguis,GA $8 GobbySots WR 60. 170 Chingo ll and Bernard Jackson, got the bulk of 
"59 held Granzow 1B k 64 235. Gronodatils, CA Ui tosSehe Rk 59 165 aoe work at middle linebacker. Whiteside, red- 
51) Kevin Gregory SNS 64 270. Unien,SC 2B Dominique Stevenson 1B =k «= 60215 Golly, SC shirted last season, was slightly ahead of 
“18 Gerad Gifin DBS G1 192 Morkemsboro 15. Ad, Soggs GB fF 65 205 PowderSpings,GA | Jackson, a 255-pounder who played 
9) OmoiHod =iOLsCiR:SC«C«GS 2S Telco AL 86 Kevin Tylor WR So 510 175 Memphis some defensive end last season. Chris 
4 John Hendenen DS) 67280 Nose 4H Ropechthonpen B63. 217 NewOrloms lA Ramseur withdrew from school during the 
20 TrvisHerwy Bok «SN 220 Frosprooh AL 77 bhluer = LSS OS Abell NC spring and his status for this season is 
78. Tem Hodges OL fF 68 305 Were, IX 5 Bumey Veazey WR So 62 195. Souhaven, MS uncertain. OLB Eric Westmoreland 
56 Berard Jodkson DL So GA 255 Lovie, KY 58 Darwin Waller DL & 63 290 Walerboro, SC worked some inside. 
39 Andre homes “1B So 62218 Harmony, NC 70 Fred Weary OL So 64 250 Monigomey, AL ¢ Two bright spots in the spring were 
BA Nel Johnson Tk 64 250 Nowile «2 Eric Westmorland «= Bk S60 21S der backup defensive tackles John Henderson 
44 Austin Kemp Bk 2-220 Brectwood ~ 2 Fred White DB Se «S120 Grifin, GA (6-7, 280) and Rashad Moore (6-4, 290). 
8) EdvordKendrck = TEs «SGA 240 Macen,GA 50 KeyonWhiesde 1B sr«= G2 280 ‘Fore Ci, NC Henderson, who was such a good high 
88 lemoineKen) «= WR ofr G2—*180.—‘Huntile, AL 1d Cedhick Wikon WR Je 10.175 Memphis school basketball player he earned the 
18. Dovid Lecverton Pk © 64210 Midand, TX nickname “Baby Shaq,” ran down tail- 

| a ial Ww 60 225 Abein,GA Rar ond dah cot atjecto hong back Travis Henry from behind after a 

43-yard gain. . 


PROJECTED DEPTH CHA ¢ Ina tight battle for the cornerback 
1999 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART spot vacated by Steve Johnson, Andre 


Lott had a slight edge over Willie Miles 
and Teddy Gaines. Another DB who had 


QB Tee Martin, Sr*/Joey Mathews Fr Shaun Ellis, Sr*/DeAngelo Lloyd, Jr 3 a 

RB Jamal Lewis, Jr*/Travis Henry, Jr — aly, Billy Ralliff, Sr/Rashad Moore, a. a strong Sis betes seldom-used senior 

“FB Will Bartholomew, So// Phillip Crosby, Sr ; RT Darwin Walker, Sr*/John Henderson, So Mikki Allen at strong safety. 

WR Cedrick Wilson, Jr*/David Martin, Jr RE Will Overstreet, So/Roger Alexander, Sr : NOTES: Basketball player Del Baker 

WR Eric Parker, So/Leonard Scott, Fr ; LLB Eric Westmoreland, Jr* /Dominique Stevenson, Jr tried out a wide receiver with mixed 

‘TE John Finlayson, So/Neil Johnson, Jr ’ MIB Keyon Whiteside, Fr/Bernard Jackson, Sout results. He played one season of high 

“LT Chad Clifton, Sr*/Tim F Hodges, Fr RIB Raynoch Thompson, Sr*/Judd Granzow, Jr school football ... Sophomore Burney 

LG Fred Weary, So/Toby Champion, Jr = CB Andre Lott, Jt/Teddy Gaines, So Veazey, the No. 2 quarterback last sea- 

C __Spencer Riley, Sr*/Reggie Coleman, So CB Dwayne Goodrich, Sr*/Willie Miles, So. son, moved to receiver ... DT Fred Weary 

RG Cosey Coleman, Jr*/Bernard Gooden, Jr $s Fred White, Sr*/Derrick Edmonds, Sr is moving to OG, though he didn’t prac- 

RT Josh Tucker, Sr/Will Ofenheusle, Fr FS Deon Grant, Jr*/Tad Golden, So tice in the spring because of leg surgery. 
|_PK Robert Loudermilk, Sr/Alex Walls, Fr P David Leaverton, Jr*/Sammy Frogg, Jr — Jimmy Hyams 
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Pressure Suits Him to a Tee 


two eye-opening victories over 

Syracuse and Florida. Suddenly, 
the team that had lost such stars as 
Peyton Manning and Leonard Little 
found itself in position to contend for a 
national championship. 

But many Tennessee fans felt the 
fast start was in spite of quarterback 
Tee Martin, not because of him. 

Yes, he made some key plays in 
wins over Syracuse and Floride But he 
was a combined 16-of-46 for 203 
yards in those games. 

Then, in Game Four, star tailback 
Jamal Lewis suffered a season-ending 
knee injury. 

Martin said before last season he 
thrived on pressure: “I like being at the 
free-throw line with two seconds left 
and down by two.” 

In Game Five, Martin found himself 
at the line against undefeated and sev- 
aiheronkaelt Georgia. 

After a shaky start, Martin led the 
Vols to an important win. Two weeks 
later, Martin set an NCAA single-game 
record by completing 23 consecutive 
passes — for 315 yards — against 


[ iresye opened last season with 


South Carolina in a 49-14 rout. 

Martin had found his stride. It hap- 
pened after Lewis’ injury because Ten- 
nessee was forced fo restructure 
Martin’s role. 

“I knew the reason my completion 
percentage was low,” said Martin, a 
gifted 215-pound athlete who runs 40 
yards in 4.48 seconds and bench 
presses 405 pounds. “I was on the run 
too much. We were doing a lot of roll- 
out stuff and I never had a chance to 
set my feet. 

“As a young quarterback with lim- 
ited experience, | didn’t feel that was the 
right thing to do. True enough, | can 
throw on the run, but that was never my 
game. | was always a dropback, shotgun 

varterback who was able to make 
things happen on the run.” 

Martin went from a non-factor 
fo the primary reason the Vols won 
their first national championship since 
1951. In the Fiesta Bowl against 
Florida State, he passed for 278 
yards and two touchdowns. 

“I never lost confidence,” said Mar- 
tin, who proved he does indeed thrive 


under pressure. Q 


TEE MARTIN HAD FOUND HIS STRIDE. 

IT HAPPENED AFTER LEWIS’ INJURY BECAUSE 
TENNESSEE WAS FORCED TO 
RESTRUCTURE MARTIN’S ROLE. 

PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


ing, he took a drive around Knoxville, 
wound up at a dorm that houses most of 
the football players, then declined the 
Colts’ lucrative offer. Keeping Chavis was 
a huge step for Tennessee to keep intact 
one of the nation’s premier defenses. 
Seven starters return from a unit that 
ranked second in the SEC in scoring 
defense (14.4), rushing defense (93.9), 
total defense (303) and pass-efficiency 
defense. And this defense could be better, 
if the chemistry remains. 

Al Wilson was not only an All-American 
middle linebacker, but a vocal leader, a pit- 
bull directing a herd of hungry canines. Find- 
ing a replacement was the biggest challenge 
UT faced during the spring. 

Three players got a look: starting out- 
side linebacker Eric Westmoreland and 
second-year players Keyon Whiteside and 
Bernard Jackson, who spent his freshman 
season at defensive end. 


“Whiteside is a tough competitor,” 
Chavis said, He won't back down 


ey abo : a tated tO eT 


last season when Wilson was injured, with- 
drew from school for personal and academic 
reasons. His status is uncertain. Otherwise, 
the defense could be dominating. 

Darwin Walker, projected to be a 
third-round NFL draft choice had he 


re eT 

| 66 E HAVE 

| SOME OF 
=. = tHE TOP 
TALENT IN THE COUNTRY — 
NO DOUBT ABOUT IT,” 


tuned pro after last season, is the best 
defensive tackle in the SEC. He weighs 
290, bench presses 535, and runs a 4.75, 
The other tackles are Billy Ratliff, the 
most talented of the group but slowed by a 
series of serious injuries, and two promising 
young prospects in 6-7, 280-pound John 


Shaun Ellis, who scored on a 90-yard 
interception return against Auburn last 
year, is All-SEC caliber. Will Overstreet, 
Omari Hand, DeAngelo Lloyd, Roger 
Alexander and, possibly, Jackson make 
this a quality position. 

No SEC team, no NCAA team, has a 
better pair of outside linebackers than 
Thompson and Westmoreland. Thompson 
led the team with 89 tackles and made 
All-SEC. Westmoreland, second in tackles 
with 79, played as well as Thompson and 
Wilson down the stretch, making big play 
after big play. 

The secondary is led by All-SEC 
Dwayne Goodrich and free safety Deon 
Grant, the best athlete on the team and 
perhaps the best athlete in the SEC. Grant 
led the Vols with five interceptions. He 
can run and jump, and might play some at 
wide receiver. 

“It can be one of the best secondaries 
in the nation,” Goodrich said. “We have 
some of the top talent in the country — 


no doubt about it.” 
— Jimmy Hyams 
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immy Williams used to be the loneliest 
player on Vanderbilt's football team. 
His immense talent and unusual versa- 
ty made him an oddity among a group 
of players that, as a whole, struggled to 
measure up to the top teams in the 
Southeastern Conference. 


VANDERBILT 


COMMODORES 


fact that | could help out in a lot of differ- 
ent ways, but | never wanted to stay in 
the role for my whole career,” Williams 
says. “I was hoping others would come 
along and be given the same opportuni- 
ties | was given and that it would all start 
to snowball.” 


hofer didn’t rush them all onto the field 
like he did Williams, who started at tail- 
back in his first college game, but by the 
middle of last season there were fresh 
faces all over the place playing key roles. 
There were plenty of growing pains 
and the fact that the record was actually 


Coach Woody Believes The ‘Dores are Close 


Williams was so different. He didn’t fit 
in and Vanderbilt coaches were tickled to 
death. They stretched his unique talent in 
every way and Williams was happy to 
help out every time he was asked. 

He started out on offense then moved 
to defense. Then he played on both sides 
of the ball. He threw passes, caught them, 
and intercepted a few. 

But Williams, who will split time as a 
starting cornerback and may also see as 
many as 25 plays a game on offense as a 
receiver, dearly wanted some company. 
Being heralded as the team’s best all- 
around player was neat at first, but it 
developed into a considerable burden. 
This talented athlete was ready to share 
the spotlight, but there simply wasn’t any- 
one else ready to step into the glare. 

There are signs today, however, 
that Williams may finally be getting 
some company. Over the past couple 
of seasons some other gifted players 
finally started showing up in the program. 
They were young and didn't have to be 
thrust onto the front line of the battlefield 
as Williams had been when he was a 
true freshman, so many came in with 
less hype. 

But back-to-back exhaustive recruit- 
ing efforts by Woody Widenhofer’s 
coaching staff have paid big dividends 
and Williams says the stage he’s 
hogged the last two years is starting to 
become a crowded place. 

“It was great when | first got here and 
everybody was talking about me and the 


JIMMY WILLIAMS HAS BEEN HERALDED AS 
THE TEAM’S BEST ALL-AROUND PLAYER. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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A telltale sign that Widenhofer and his 
staff were landing more players blessed 
with the type of potential Williams had 
was the fact that fewer and fewer veteran 
players were being invited back. 

Over the past two seasons, Widen- 
hofer has encouraged a number of veteran 
players to pass up their final year of eligi- 
bility provided they were on course to 
graduate. Even experienced first-team 
players such as Jamail Carter and Jamie 
Watkins, who shared the starting free 
safety position last year, saw the hand- 
writing on the wall. They were part of 
the large group that has moved on to 
make room for the type of young talent 
Widenhofer is convinced he can recruit 
to Vanderbilt. 

A youth movement is underway and 
Williams is starting to notice some other 
players dressed in black and gold uni- 
forms who remind him of himself. Widen- 


at a glance 


7998: 2-9 Overall; 1-7 SEC (5th East) 

©O.46% Woody Widenhofer — At Vander- 
bilt: 5-15, 2 years; Overall: 17-46-1, 6 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 21; 9 Offense, 
10 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATON: OB Greg Zol- 
man, RB Rodney Williams, WR Anthony 
Jones, OT Raminte’ Byndom, MLB Jamie 
Winborn, OLB Matt Stewart, CB Jimmy 
Williams, SS Ainsley Battles 

PL STEN O TNS: There are high 
hopes for an offense that finally has an 
experienced quarterback and a line to 


worse last year at 2-9 than the year before 
when it was 3-8 was evidence that 
Widenhofer felt his team had dues to be 
paid in order to step up to the rest of the 
conference. And that’s why he is vowing 
not to make excuses this year. Widen- 
hofer told Vandy fans how young his team 
was last year, a cry Commodore faithful 
have heard many times before. He 
pleaded for patience with the promise of 
better days ahead. Well, those days are 
here and Widenhofer says the promised 
land isn’t far off. 

“We've grown up enough now that 
we should be in the hunt,” Widenhofer 
says. “We should do a lot better job week 
after week, no matter who we're playing. 

“We have more talent here than 
we've had since I’ve been here. It’s just 
grown up alittle bit and getting better. 
I'm really excited to see what these guys 
can do now that they have some experi- 


boot. Zolman has the potential to become 
Vandy's best quarterback of the 1990s. 

POTENTIAL SOBLEMS: The defense 
was the best in the SEC two years ago and 
the worst in the league last year. The line 
was blamed for much of the trouble and a 
switch was made from a 4-3 alignment to 
a 3-4. 

OVE Widenhofer’s upbeat and 
optimistic attitude continues to be conta- 
gious to his players. The Commodores 
took a step back last year relying on a 
throng of young, untested players, in an 
effort to move forward this season. 
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FOMMODORES* RECRUITING 


Nane / Position Ny HoMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Coulece 
Mike ADAM LB 6-3, 247 Hales Corners, WI Whitnall 

CNN/SI All: Midwest Region @ All-State # Two-time All-Region @ State shot put champion. 

Kenan ARKAN OL 67,270 McMurray, PA Peters Township 


Will enroll in January, 2000 as part of next year's recruiting closs @ All-District in Keystone Big Nine 
Conference. 


Brett BEARD DL 63, 260 Birmingham, AL Vestavia Hills 
All-State  All-Super Metro # Helped team to state championship @ Team captain As a senior, had 
99 tackles, four quarterback sacks, and six passes broken up. 


Duncan CAVE OL 61, 291 Greenville Noval 
Transfer from the Naval Academy where he played in 1997 @ Has three years of eligibility remaining 
@ Two-sport prep star @ Rated No. 3 high school center nationally All-American in wrestling. 


Ryan CUFFEE ATH 5-11, 190 Arlington, TX Martin 
Twortime All-Region @ Two-time All-District @ Team Most Valuable Player # Team captain @ Played 
five positions @ Made 20 tackles as safety. 


MJ. GARRETT WR 63, 185 Old Hickory Donelson Christian Acad. 
Two-time All-State # Team caplain @ Holds school records for career receptions (128), career receiving 
yards (2,201), receiving touchdowns in a game (4), and receptions in a season (61) @ As a senior, led 
team in tackles with 96 @ Scored 1,000 career points in basketball @ Team captain in basketball. 


Nick GETTER TE 6-4, 225 Round Rock, TX Round Rock 
Two-time All-District @ Team coptain @ Had 42 career receptions and scored six touchdowns @ Mem- 
ber of basketball team. 


Justin GIBONEY DB 60, 180 Englewood, CO Cherry Creek 
Twortime All-Region @ All-State @ Led team to state championship game @ Team captain @ Three-year 
letterman in track @ Lettered in basketball. 


Wes GUNTER TE 63,235 Mobile, AL Mobile Christian 

Helped team to three state championship games @ Had 36 career receptions for 661 yards and scored 
five touchdowns # Member of consecutive state championship track teams Three-year letterman in 
basketball @ Senior class president. 


Hunter HILLENMEYER LB 6-4, 230 Nashville MBA 
Twortime All-State @ Two-time All-Region @ Two-time All-District @ Metro Most Valuable Player os a 
senior @ Helped team to state championship. 


j____ 


Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN Hick Scuoot / Couece 


Markessus HOUSE WR 6-4, 200 Birmingham, AL Wenonah 
Team captain @ Helped team fo two area championships Lettered in track # National Honor Society. 


Mike MARTIN DB 5-9, 185 Tampa, FL Jesuit 
All-State @ All-County @ Helped team to four consecutive district championships @ Four-year letterman 
in football @ Two-year letterman in track # Student body president. 


Jake MASON RB 6-1, 240 Philpot, KY Daviess County 
All-Area @ Team captain @ As a senior, had 1,393 yards rushing to rank among state leaders. 


Chris MITACEK RB 5-11, 205 Cudahy, WI Cudahy 

All-State on offense and honorable mention All-State on defense @ Two-time All-Region @ Two-time All- 
District @ Region Most Valuable Player @ Team captain @ Had 2,004 yards rushing as a senior # Had 
84 tackles @ Two-time All-Conference in track # Lettered in wrestling. 


Jordan PETTIT OL 6-4, 274 Olive Branch, MS Olive Branch 
All-State @ Two-time All-District @ Honorable mention All-District in baseball @ National Honor Society. 
Jonathan SHAUB RB 6-1, 204 Brentwood David Lipscomb 


Two-time All-State @ Tennessee Mr. Football Two-time Region Most Valuable Player @ Had 4,900 
career rushing yards, averaging over 10 yards per carry As a senior, scored 30 touchdowns # Had 
four 90-plus yard runs @ All-Region in basketball # Scored perfect 1600 on SAT. 


Jason TANT OL 6-3, 263 Pegram Harpeth 

BlueChip Illustrated All-American @ Bluechips Super Dixie Top 100 # Two-time All-State # Three-time 
All-Region @ Class AA Defensive Player of the Year @ Team captain @ Had 230 career tackles, 12 
quarterback sacks, eight fumbles caused and eight fumbles recovered @ Four-year letterman in track. 


libnir TELUSCA DL 63, 235 Miami, FL Pace 

All-State @ Two-time All-County @ Helped team to undefeated regular season @ Team captain # Set 
school record with 21 solo tackles in one game @ Three-year letterman in football # Four-year letter- 
man in wrestling. 


Benji WALKER QB 6-4, 205 Brentwood Brentwood Academy 
PrepStar All-American # Two-time All-State Two-year team captain Completed 65 percent of 
passes for 4,000 yards and 35 touchdowns @ All-State in baseball @ All-Mid State in basketball. 


Doug WOLFORD LB 6-3, 205 Lexington, KY Lexington Catholic 
Will enroll in January 2000 and count in next yeor's dass @ Lexington Herald Leader Kentucky Top 22 
@ All-State All-District @ Team Most Valuable Player # Team captain # Had 351 career tackles. 


== 


AWLOOKCATTHE*GOMMODORES 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(2-9, 1-7) ____ PASSING Sept. 4 Alabama 
— = = if Se : é NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int — 
0 Mississippi State 42 Wallace 17479 678 45.4 A 1 Sept. 11 Northern Illinois 
- Zolman 145 69 969 47.6 AOR? — 
7 Alabama 32 RUSHING Sept. 18 at Mississippi 
We te ie NAME No Yaros AvcG lc 1D ae 
6 Mississippi 30 
PP Williams 126 a od Sept. 25 at Duke 
16 TCU(OT 19 McGrath 1S 52846 50 : aS ae: 
= eu ae a Thomas 66a 206 eA eT Oct. 2 Mississippi State 
24 Western Michigan 27 = 2 30 9)15.0) 20) 10 : 
6 Georgia 31 Name No Yaros AvG lc 1D O " 16 ¥ G ; 
= oe ct. eorgia 
17. South Carolina 14 IONS E28 S00 1S) es é. aces 
—= BIOu = Carson 25 190 7.6 4] 0 < 
36 Duke (OT) 33 Heimcge 19 hash KY EES a Oct. 23 at South Carolina 
SE = Yoder 13> eli 8.5 21 1 SS 
13. Florida 45 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 6 — atFlorida 
17 Kentucky 55 Tacktes: Winborn 116; Turner 96; Battles 82; Stewart 64. Nov. 13 Kentucky 
- e Interceptions: Williams 3; Vinson 3; Crosby 2; Turner 7 = 
QB Sacks: Winborn 6; Crosby 3. : =a 
0 Tennessee Al Tacktes For Loss: Winborn 17; Crosby 12; Stewort1]. Nov. 27 at Tennessee 
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ence to go along with their talent and ability.” 

Who are these young guns Widenhofer promises will provide 
the arsenal to change the direction Vanderbilt's football team has 
followed for 16 consecutive losing seasons? Williams should 
know. He's kept close tabs on the recruiting classes watching and 
waiting for someone to come along and provide a helping hand. 

“I would say guys like Lew Thomas, Anthony Jones, Rushen 
Jones, Aaron McWhorter, Brandon Walthour are the kind of guys 
that can make a difference in a program,” Williams says. “Coach 
Woody says we've got the best talent since he’s been here and 
those are the type of athletes he’s talking about. They've all 
played a lot of different positions in high school and excelled, and 
I think they've got the ability to carry it over into college. 

“Even the class that is coming in this season, I’ve checked 
them out — players like Mike Martin and Justin Giboney, those 
are the same type of athletes.” 

Vanderbilt restructured its offense last spring to better suit 
quarterback Greg Zolman’s strengths, and a fullback was added 
to the backfield. Thomas was caught up in a crowd at tailback 
where Rodney Williams and Jared McGrath were a step ahead 
having already been in the program for a season, but Widenhofer 
wanted Thomas on the field. He said many times that Thomas 
was one of those rare athletes, much like Jimmy Williams, who 
needed to be on the field. So when the fullback was put back into 
the scheme it was a natural move to allow Thomas to step in. 

“They have all got to play and they've all got to contribute — 
Rodney Williams, Jared McGrath and Lew Thomas,” Widenhofer 
says. “Lew is going to be a fullback in some sets, but there will 
be other times when we're in a two-back set, because the new 
offense allows for that, and he'll get the chance to carry the 
ball more.” 

Thomas embraced the opportunity to get onto the field. He 
still dearly wants to run the ball, but was willing to bulk up to 215 
pounds so that he can be the type of fullback the offense needs. 

“I’m not like a real fullback who blocks all the time — I block 
on leads and stuff like that,” Thomas says. “But I’m also going to 
catch the ball out of the backfield a lot. | was a receiver my 
sophomore year in high school so | have pretty good hands. | 
think that’s one of the things they were looking for, someone 
who could do a lot of different things and | believe I can.” 

Someone like Jimmy Williams perhaps. 

Jones is a wide receiver the coaching staff wanted to redshirt 
last season, but eventually saw no way to keep him off the field. 
He consistently came up with the biggest catches in practice and 
eventually worked his way into the starting lineup. Jones ended 
the season with the best average yards per catch (21.3) of any 
receiver on the team and by the end of spring appeared to be 
Zolman’s favorite target. 

Jones and McWhorter are a couple of redshirts who are 
locked in a battle with each other and sophomore Brian Taylor for 
the right cornerback spot, across from Jimmy Williams. Taylor 
started in five games last year, stepping in when senior Fred Vin- 
son was injured, but he has his hands full trying to hold off Jones 
and McWhorter, who are blessed with as much speed as any 
players on the roster. 

Walthour is another player blessed with athleticism. He only 
played one year of high school football, yet entertained offers for 
scholarships from Miami, Central Florida, Northwestern and Indi- 
ana. At 6-3, he was a basketball star in high school, but is now 
eager to join Vandy’s talented brat pack on the football field. He 
started out as a safety, but that was a crowded position like run- 
ning back on offense, so the staff moved him to weak side line- 


RODNEY WILLIAMS IS ONE OF THREE TAILBACKS WHO 
MUST CONTRIBUTE FOR THE COMMODORES. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


backer and he'll challenge for a starting spot in the new 4-3 align- 
ment, where a fourth linebacker will be added to go along with 
just three down linemen. 

Widenhofer told his young players last year that they would 
have to grow up in a hurry. If they were fortunate enough to red- 
shirt or not, he expected great strides to be made in the weight 
room during the winter. Widenhofer told his strength and condi- 
tioning staff to step it up a notch knowing there will be plenty of 
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ANDERBILT: 
COMMODORES SPRING ROSTER 


No. NAME Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
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&. Doyle Crosby DS Gh 2B PodS. be Al 25 Everett Robinson WR So 510 187 Howytown, AL 
83 Shane Daly WR S> &1 190 Loke Charles, A 19 Stew Rock Sk 59 196 Plankton FL 
6 Adem Dito WR So 511 178 Kernesow,GA 7? Dorentohebey OL ik 63 311 Kronile 
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1999 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Greg Zolman, So*/David Wallace, So 


SRE Rodney Williams, So*/Jared McGrath, Jr 
FB slew Thomas, So/Todd Yoder, Sr* 


WR Tavarus Hogans, Sr*/Anthony Jones, So 


Doyle Crosby, So*/Wally Conyers, So 


Ryan Aulds, Jr*/Tyler Unzicker, So 


Chuck Losey, So*/Russ Nicoll, Jr 


OLB Matt Stewart, Jr*/Reggie Washington, So 


\zlSlm 


WR Nezih Hasanoglu, So*/Adam Ditto, So* 


OLB Nate Morrow, So/Brandon Walthour, Fr 


TE Elliott Carson, Jr*/Tom Simone, Fr 

iT Brian Gruber, Jr*/J.P. Fougerousse, So 
LG Darren Rothenberg, Jr/Jim May, Fr 

Cc Jeff Barnett, Sr*/Dustin Wuest, Fr 

RT Raminte’ Byndom, Sr*/Pat Green, Jr 


RG Michael Saltsman, Jr/Matt Hill, Jr 


PK John Markham, Jr*/Joe Webb, Jr 


LB Jamie Winborn, So*/Anthony Ford, So 


LCB Jimmy Williams, Je°/Aaron McWhorter, Fr 
RCB _Brian Taylor, So*/Rushen Jones, Fr 

ss Ainsley Battles, Sr*/Jerrol Jackson, Fr 

FS Harold Lercius, So*/Brooks Collins, Jr 

= 2" cellos Webb, So*/Shane Daly, Sor 


SPRING UPDATE — 


anderbilt’s slogan for the 1999 sea- 

son is Turf Wars and there were 

plenty of battles waged on the turf 
during spring practice. 

The most fierce competition was on 
the defensive side of the ball at right cor- 
nerback where Brian Taylor tried to hold 
onto the starting position. Redshirt fresh- 
men Aaron McWhorter and Rushen 
Jones put some heavy pressure on Taylor 
throughout the spring, and both saw 
plenty of action since Jimmy Williams, the 
starter at left cornerback, sat out with a 
shoulder injury. 

When Williams comes back 
McWhorter and Jones will back him up, 
while also trying to bump Taylor on the 
other side. 

The other unsettled positions include 
outside linebacker where Nate Morrow, 
Brandon Walthour and Antuian Bradford 
locked horns, free safety where starter 
Harold Lercius felt some pressure from 
Jerrol Jackson and Brooks Collins; and 
left defensive end where Doyle Crosby 
and Wally Conyers battled it out. 

Widenhofer even ignited some com- 
petition at punter when he told former 
wide receiver Shane Daly that the job was 
his if he could beat out last year’s starter 
Joe Webb. 

¢ Vanderbilt was unable to play its 
annual Black and Gold spring game in tra- 
ditional fashion because of injuries to so 
many key players. Seven starters and two 
reserves didn’t dress out, leaving too few 
players to make up two rosters. A new 
format was devised by the coaching staff 
where the offense played the defense and 
a special scoring system was used so that 
the defense could score points. 

The defense looked strong, keeping 
the offense out of the end zone on every 
drive except one. 

¢ Quarterback Sean O’Connor 
rejoined the team in spring practice after 
having to hang up his cleats toward the 
end of last season due to academic short- 
comings. O'Connor was back in good 
standing by the spring session and locked 
in a battle with David Wallace, trying to 
become Greg Zolman’s backup. 

¢ Jimmy Williams, who will start again 
at left cornerback, was expected to see 
some action on the offense as a receiver. 
Widenhofer said he will play between 
25-30 snaps on that side of the ball this 
season. 

— Mike Organ 
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Zolman, ‘Dores Get A Handle on Offense 


reg Zolman finally has a grip. 
ex the kind that will help him 

rip a tight spiral. He proved last 
season to have that under control. 

He’s not even talking about grab- 
bing the starting quarterback position 
for Vanderbilt. Zolman has had a firm 
clutch on that job since taking over in 
the middle of lest season. 

Zolman and his offensive team- 
mates have been together long enough 
to finally understand how the Com- 
modore offense is supposed to work. 

“Everybody's been talking about how 
our offense has changed from last season, 
but it really hasn’t changed that much. | 
think a lot of it has to do with us under- 
standing the concepts of what we're trying 
to get done,” Zolman says. “There’s not a 
lot of ambiguity in everything. We're get- 
ting our reads down, making quick deci- 
sions and that’s helping out.” 

Last season it was difficult for any- 
one to comprehend the new scheme 
because so many quarterbacks were 
shuffled on and off the field. It started 
out with Hi Lewis, but a change was 
made before the first game was over. 


Zolman got his brief shot, then 
turned the iene over fo true freshman 
David Wallace. 

By the time Zolman stepped back 
in, the pro-style offense, put in the year 
before by Steve Crosby in his first sea- 
son as the offensive coordinator, every- 
thing was in disarray. In his four 
starting assignments, Zolman was able 
fo oes some plays, but the offense 
never got untracked. 

“We were able to take some steps 
forward in the spring with Greg 
because he got his confidence up. The 
experience he got last season helped 
him,” Crosby says. 

Speaking Sees — Zolman 
expects less of it from opposing 
defenses this season because he'll be 
protected by an experienced and capa- 
ble offensive line. 

“We're going to live and die with 
our offensive line this year,” Zolman 
says. “They're pretty experienced and 
they've worked really hard in the 
weight room to get bigger and 
stronger. They’re going to anchor us 
this year.” Q 


GREG ZOLMAN AND HIS OFFENSIVE 
TEAMMATES HAVE BEEN TOGETHER LONG 
ENOUGH TO FINALLY UNDERSTAND HOW 

THE COMMODORE OFFENSE IS 
SUPPOSED TO WORK. 
PHOTO BY R.D, MOORE 


mismatches when he puts so many fresh- 
men, redshirt freshmen and sophomores 
on the field this year. 

“We had our toughest winter program 
we've had since I’ve been here and car- 
ried it over into the spring,” Widenhofer 
says. “We set up a program to keep close 
tabs on them into the summer, too. We 
have a tremendous amount of young tal- 
ent back and we're going to make the 
best of it. We have to.” 

There is another group of players who, 
according to the standards of most teams, 
would be considered youngsters but at Van- 
derbilt they're seasoned veterans. It’s the 
sophomore class which was redshirted as 
freshmen and includes big-time contributors 
such as Zolman, Rodney Williams, McGrath, 
middle linebacker Jamie Winborn, the lead- 
ing tackler in the SEC last season, and wide 
receiver Adam Ditto. 

That leaves Williams, who Widenhofer 
expects to shine just as brightly as he ever 
has and to flourish with more players like 
him on the roster. Widenhofer says he 
actually spotted a weakness in his super- 
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star last season and it was his first indica- 
tion that a more intense conditioning pro- 
gram could help. 

“| don’t think Jimmy's ever been in top 
shape since he’s been here. He’s accom- 
plished a lot, but it could have been more. 


ACK-TO-BACK 
EXHAUSTIVE 
RECRUITING 


EFFORTS BY WOODY 
WIDENHOFER’S COACHING 
STAFF HAVE PAID BIG 
DIVIDENDS. 


We wanted to play him more both ways last 
year but that was one of the problems, he 
wasn't in good enough condition,” Widen- 
hofer says. “He promised me that if | played 
him as a defensive back, that he would get 


into good enough shape when the season 
started that he can provide 20 to 25 plays 
on offense as well.” 

Williams may have cut the deal with 
Widenhofer while looking out for his 
potential pro future. The junior hopes to 
leave the Commodores in good hands 
after next season with so many promising 
young players ready to blossom, and fol- 
low several other former Vandy defensive 
stars into the NFL. 

“I'm starting to think about the NFL. | 
really can’t help it because everybody is 
always asking me about it,” Williams says. 
“| know that | need to become the best 
that | can be at a certain position — 
maybe that’s at cornerback. But for right 
now, | am more interested in winning 
right here. 

“| stayed in shape through the spring, 
and our strength coach, Todd Suttles, 
worked us kinda hard. Plus, I've been doing 
some extra stuff. The summer is the time 
where | really need to get into the kind of 
shape that I need to be in for this season.” 

— Mike Organ 
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Championship Marks 
Fulmer as the 
Winningest Coach in 
the Game Today 


By Jimmy Hyams 


real 
*racruiter 


No one ever questioned Phillip Fulmer as a 


recruiter. He was tenacious. He could close. He was great on 
home visits. He knew what to say and how to say it. But some 
questioned Tennessee’s main man as a game coach. 

Fulmer had garnered all this talent, but no one accused him of 
being another Steve Spurrier. For five straight years, he couldn't 
beat Florida. 

In 1995, Tennessee went 11-1 and beat Ohio State in the 
Florida Citrus Bowl, but the Vols lost 62-37 to Florida. On its way 
to a Bowl Alliance berth in 1996, Tennessee was upset by Mem- 
phis. In 1997, Tennessee lost one regular-season game — to 
Florida. Then, the third-ranked Vols were blown out by Nebraska 
in the Orange Bowl. 

Fulmer could recruit all right, but he couldn't win the big 
games, they said. Then came 1998. 

Tennessee beat Florida. Tennessee won a second straight 
Southeastern Conference Championship. Tennessee won a 
national championship. 

Phil Fulmer’s Tennessee. 

It took Tom Osborne 21 years to win a national champi- 
onship. It took Bobby Bowden 27. It took Spurrier 10. 

It took Fulmer six. 

Fulmer erased his reputation as a great recruiter-average 
coach. It was a reputation he didn’t appreciate. 


VINCENT LAFORET 
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“Anything said negatively, you don’t like,” Fulmer said a few 
months after Tennessee whipped Florida State in the Fiesta Bow! 
to claim the school’s first football national title since 1951. 

“I knew that wasn't the case. People had no reason to say 
that. It was just somebody looking for something to write.” 

Then, Fulmer added: “You better be darn good at both.” 

His recruiting classes annually rank among the nation’s Top 
10. And his coaching record is the best in the business. 

Yes, he’s had trouble beating Florida. But how can you argue 
with his 67-11 won-loss record? How can you argue about a pro- 
gram that won a nation’s-best 45 games in the past four seasons? 

Fulmer enjoys the best winning percentage among active 
coaches with at least five years’ experience. His team has won 52 
of its last 58 games. Take nemesis Florida out of the equation, 
and Fulmer is 67-6 in his six-plus seasons at the helm. 

“We've been good for a while,” said Fulmer, the consensus 
national coach of the year in 1998. “But we're finally getting the 
credit that our team and program deserves. 

“] probably shouldn't say this ... but with a little bit of luck, a 
little bit of good fortune, a little better coaching, a little better 
playing, in '95 and '97, we could have won it all. So really, this 
could have been our third (national title), is the way | look at it. 

Tennessee was pretty good when Fulmer inherited the job 
from Johnny Majors, who was ousted after the 1992 season. The 
Vols had won at least nine games for four straight seasons. Yet, 
the Vols aspired to the next level. 

Fulmer, a former Tennessee player and longtime assistant, 
promised to do that. He talked openly of competing for a national 
championship, Then, he won one. 

“It's unbelievably special,” Fulmer said. “To get that done, to 
get over the hump, as we said we were going to do seven years 
ago, is a major pinnacle in my life. 

“It ain’t our last, and it’s not going to take 47 more years.” 

Ole Miss coach David Cutcliffe doesn’t doubt it. 

Cutcliffe worked with Fulmer on Tennessee's staff for 17 
years. He was Fulmer's offensive coordinator from 1993 to 1998. 
Last December, Cutcliffe took the Ole Miss job. 

Upon being named as the top Rebel, Cutcliffe had this to say: 
“My challenge now is to beat Phillip Fulmer, because Phillip is the 
best head football coach in Division 1-A. He’s not the most glam- 
orous, the most talked-about. He doesn’t create controversy. He just 
knows how to go to work every day to make something better. 

When Fulmer has staff turnover, he’s quick to promote from 
within. When the defensive coordinator’s job came open before 
the 1995 season, Fulmer made an unpopular decision and ele- 
vated little-known defensive line coach John Chavis. Tennessee 
had the SEC’s No. 1-ranked defense in 1995 and Chavis was the 
architect of a defense that won a national title. 

After Cutcliffe left last December, Fulmer promoted 33-year- 
old Randy Sanders to offensive coordinator. The untested Sanders 
called a masterful game that helped the Vols total 392 yards 
against Florida State, which had the nation’s No. | defense. 

“It just makes sense to promote from within when you have 
good people,” Fulmer said. “Some people get caught up in think- 
ing the grass is always greener. If a guy is loyal to you, you 
should be loyal to him.” 

There was a time, it seemed, Fulmer was more loyal to his 
program than his family. He worked from dawn to midnight. 

“My family’s paid the price,” Fulmer said. 

“My first two, three, four years — (wife) Vicky would be the 
first to tell you — I was over here (his office) constantly. 

Fulmer gets home earlier some days to spend quality family 
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“My challenge now is 


to beat Phillip Fulmer, 


because Phillip is the best head football coach in Division 1-A. 
He’s not the most glamorous, the most talked-about. 

He doesn’t create controversy. He just knows how to go to work 
every day to make something better. 


—Ole Miss coach David Cutcliffe 


time. Then, as the evening winds down, he makes recruiting calls. 

Last year was different for Vicky Fulmer and the couple's 
three teenage girls. 

“This is the first time I've ever seen him enjoy his career and 
marriage at the same time,” Vicky said. 

Still, Fulmer spends a ridiculous amount of time working, 
especially during recruiting. There’s not a head coach in the coun- 
try that recruits harder. The results are evidence. 

Tennessee has signed blue-chippers from California, New Jer- 
sey, Oklahoma, Texas, Arizona, Louisiana, Florida and Georgia. 

The state of Tennessee is not the most fertile of football 
grounds. Only 25 players on UT's roster were signed out of Ten- 
nessee, and only nine of those were key contributors last year. 

That means Fulmer must hit the road more than most coaches 
in the SEC. Florida, Georgia, LSU, Alabama and Auburn can sur- 
vive by signing more than 50 percent of their players from within 
their respective states. That's not the case at Tennessee. 

“We don’t have a base in our state every year where you can 
sign half of your class or two-thirds of your class,” Fulmer said. 
“And you've usually got to beat the University of Somebody 
somewhere, which is not easy. 

“But at the same time, if we can get a prospect to campus, 
we've got a chance to sign him.” 

Last season, Tennessee’s quarterback was from Alabama. Its 
top receiver was from Ohio. Its leading rusher was from Florida. 
Its best offensive lineman was from Georgia. Its best defensive 
lineman was from South Carolina. Its second-best defensive 
player was from Louisiana. Its best cornerback was from Illinois. 

“| enjoy it,” Fulmer said of recruiting. “I know how important 
it is. I've been a good recruiter, since | came out of college.” 

In 1994, he proved to himself and at least some others that 
he can coach this game. 

That was when Tennessee lost its top two quarterbacks in the 
first four games. The Vols started 1-3 and left to lead the team 
were two true freshmen quarterbacks — Peyton Manning and 
Branndon Stewart. 

Fulmer had won nine of his previous 14 games, and here his 
back was against the wall. People wondered: Was Fulmer a good 
choice to replace John Majors? Did he have the savvy to handle 
controversy? Did he have doubts about being a head coach? 

Tennessee rallied to win seven of its last eight games to finish 
8-4. Until the 1998 season, Fulmer considered 1994 his best 
coaching job. 

“That was a challenge,” Fulmer said. “I don't like being 1-3, 
but I like the battle, the competition of being as good as you can 
be. That team was probably as good as it could be.” 

The same could be said of Tennessee’s 1998 team, which lost 
three first-round draft choices and 11 players in NFL camps. 

No way could this team duplicate last season’s SEC title, last 
season’s | 1-1 regular-season record. But it did — and more. @ 
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Fo f Mm ost college football coaches, the honeymoon 


usually lasts at least eight months. 

From the time he is hired until the time he loses his first game, 
he is the undefeated savior of the program, the new guy with all 
the enthusiasm, the energy and the promise of a brighter day. 

And then there’s Auburn coach Tommy Tuberville. 

“My honeymoon lasted about a month,” Tuberville says with 
a laugh. 

And he's probably being generous with that assessment. 
When he took over at Auburn, he inherited a messy divorce, a 
nasty schedule and a wounded team. And if the 1999 season is 
anything like his first few months on the job, it isn’t going to be 
easy or uncomplicated to turn the program back in the right 
direction. 

But if there’s anyone who can turn a negative into a positive, 
it's Tuberville. He did it at Ole Miss from 1995 to 1998, and he 
did it faster and better than anyone imagined he could. 

At Ole Miss, Tuberville inherited a program ravaged by a 
prolonged NCAA investigation and subsequent NCAA sanctions, 
including severe scholarship cuts and ban on television and 
bowls. He started repairing the damage by challenging Ole Miss 
players and supporters to look forward and build on the posi- 
tives, and the Rebels went 6-5 in Tuberville’s first season. 

Just three years into his tenure at Ole Miss, the Rebels went 
8-4 and won the Motor City Bowl. Last fall, the Rebels pulled off 
another winning season and earned another bow/| invitation 
before Tuberville became Auburn's head coach on Nov. 28. 


Tuberville inherited another tempestuous situation at Auburn, 


but this one had more to do with power struggles and personali- 
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_——Tuberville Start 
~ ipa Uatogt 


’ 


ties. Despite five years of winning records and an SEC Western 
Division title in 1997, Terry Bowden ran afoul of Auburn's most 
powerful booster, Montgomery banker Robert Lowder. What's 
more, Bowden's popularity was slipping rapidly with disgruntled 
Auburn fans. 

After a 1-5 start in 1998, Bowden was convinced he would 
be fired after the season, so he resigned amid a flurry of finger 
pointing from several directions and a barrage of widespread 
media criticism. 

Defensive coordinator Bill Oliver took over as interim head 
coach, but rather than Oliver or Auburn favorite son Pat Sullivan, 
Tuberville got the job. 

And to step into such a situation, he was compensated with 
a contract that could pay him as much as $1 million per year. 
After two years of having his name mentioned for several job 
openings, and after two weeks of denying any official contact 
with Aubum, Tuberville stood up at his first press conference and 
told Auburn fans, “we plan on Auburn being our last stop.” 

Tuberville’s first recruiting class didn’t rank among the 
nation’s Top 10, according to recruiting analysts, but it drew pos- 
itive reviews and appeared to be a step in the right direction 
after some of the questionable classes signed by Bowden in the 
three previous years. 

But instead of riding that momentum into the spring, Auburn 
took two more hits. First, Bowden received a $620,000 settle- 
ment and the use of his house for five years as long as he avoids 
making negative comments about the university and the athletic 
department. Then, Tuberville and Athletic Director David Housel 
exercised a $500,000 buyout clause to cancel Auburn's season 
opener at Florida State. 
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The game was originally signed to pit Terry Bowden against 
his father, Florida State coach Bobby Bowden in a Thursday night 
game on ESPN, but Tuberville and Housel contended the Bowden 
controversy would overshadow the game. However, the decision 
to replace FSU with a home game against Division I-AA 
Appalachian State provoked widespread negative attention and 
brought extensive criticism from several sources, including Bobby 
Bowden, the Atlantic Coast Conference, ESPN and the media. 

“Auburn hired me to make important decisions,” Tuberville 
said. “I'm going to have to make a lot of fourth-and-one calls, 
and that’s what that was. 

“I was looking for the best interests of these players, this foot- 
ball program and this university. David Housel and | 
decided it wasn’t good for us to rehash everything 
these players had already gone through. And that was 
totally the reason for the decision.” 

The best way to heal Auburn's dubious image at 
this point is for Tuberville to concentrate on rebuilding 
a football program that slipped to 3-8 last year under 
the weight of Bowden’s tenuous job situation and 
Bowden's recruiting decline. 

Just as he did at Ole Miss, Tuberville is trying to 
convince the players to look forward and build on the 
positives. 

“Within the football team, it has to start with the coaching 
staff,” Tuberville said. “Il brought almost all my staff with me, and 
we're very familiar with each other and everybody knows how | 
want them to handle things. It’s a young staff and I think it takes 
younger guys to deal with the kind of situation we're in. 

“The coaches have done a great job over the last few months 
of getting involved with the players, talking with them, getting to 
know them, working with them. 

“So with the team, it’s basically the coaches’ job to get things 
turned around, get a new attitude and build a team atmosphere, 
and that’s been lacking here. There was a defense and an offense, 
but there wasn’t a ‘team.’ We're getting back to that.” 

Tuberville also needs to convince people to support the pro- 
gram and buy season tickets. Tuberville will have a much tougher 
sell with those folks, so he spent considerable time and effort in 
the spring meeting with any group or gathering that wanted him. 

“We need to have everybody pulling with us,” Tuberville 
said. “When | went to Ole Miss, people were mad at the chancel- 
lor, mad at the athletic director, down on the football program 
because they had broken rules a couple of times and gotten in 
trouble. 

“If we can get everyone to pull together and on the right 
track, we can start moving forward. We're surrounded on every 
side by great programs — Georgia and Florida on one side, 
Alabama on another side, Tennessee on another — and for us to 
survive and get where we want to get, I’ve got to do a great job 
of pulling Auburn people together through good and bad times.” 

For the immediate future, Tuberville warns, there may be 
more bad than good. 

“There's going to be some bad times and some tough times,” 
Tuberville insists. “We're not one of the best teams in the country 
right now. We've got a chance to build it back. We just need 
everyone to understand it and be on our side.” 

Tuberville also faces the challenging task of convincing in- 
state high school prospects and coaches that Auburn can and will 
turn things around and set the program back on high ground. 

“The best thing we can do is get back in the high schools of 
Alabama and rebuild some relationships there,” Tuberville said. 


a messy divorce, 


“This year we signed 14 
players out of the state of 
Alabama, and that’s the 
most we've signed here 
in a long time. 

“We need to build a 
recruiting area that goes 
about 200 miles around 
this campus — some in 
Florida, some in Georgia 
and some in Mississippi 
— with the heart of our 


When he took over 
at Auburn, he inherited 


a nasty schedule 
and a wounded team. 


Tuberville and Bowden 


recruiting right here in Alabama. If we can get some of the play- 
ers right here in the state, there’s no doubt we can get back to 
the top in a few years.” 

As for Auburn's critics and other outsiders, Tuberville has only 
one answer. 

“We've got to win,” Tuberville said. “Winning solves a lot of 
problems. 

“That's one of the reasons why | didn't spend any time listen- 
ing to the Florida State stuff. When we released it, | told the play- 
ers, ‘there’s going to be a backlash, don’t listen to it; we can’t 
control it; we’re going to go forward and not look back.’ 

“We're always going to stay positive. We're always going to 
look forward, and if we do those things, there’s no doubt that we 
will be successful.” 

At Auburn, the word “successful” takes on a whole new 
meaning for Tuberville and his coaching staff. At Ole Miss, “suc- 
cessful” meant overcoming the NCAA probation and sanctions, 
becoming competitive again, earning a winning record and play- 
ing in a bowl game. 

At Auburn, “successful” means competing for the conference 
championship every year, and contending for the national cham- 
pionship in some years. It means beating Alabama, Florida and 
Georgia ... and anyone else on the schedule. 

“At Ole Miss, we went 8-4 and went to a bowl game and 
went 6-5 and went to another bowl in two of the toughest years 
I'd ever gone through, and then we were told they were going to 
put the brakes on any more facilities,” Tuberville said. 

“Well, | had to do what was best for myself, my family and 
these coaches and their families. The reason we came to Auburn 
was because the opportunity, the facilities, the resources, the 
enthusiasm and the excitement ... the alumni are all here to have 
an excellent football program. 

“Ole Miss is a great place, but there are limitations. At 
Auburn, the sky is the limit. The reason we're here is to win a 
national championship, and it can be done here. They went 1 1-0 
here four years ago, but it’s been lost somewhere along the way. 
We want to get that back and get it back as soon as possible. 

“We've got an excellent chance to build something here. | 
just don’t know how long it will take.” 
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David Cutcliffe needed ....... 


game as the Ole Miss football coach to realize that the M&Ms in 
Rebel country are sweet. 

Not sugar sweet ... as in suweeeeeet. 

Quarterback Romaro Miller and running back Deuce McAllis- 
ter — the Ole Miss M&Ms. Together, these juniors form a high- 
powered engine for what figures to be a fast-moving Ole Miss 
offense under Cutcliffe. 

“With the people we've got coming back and with Coach 
Cutcliffe’s reputation as an offensive mastermind, I think the sky's 
the limit in terms of what our attack can do,” McAllister said. 
“What we showed in the Independence Bow! is just the start.” 


M&Ms 


Have Ole Miss 
Fans Salivating for 
Big ‘99 


That was when Miller threw three touchdown passes, and 
McAllister ran for a touchdown, caught a touchdown pass and 
scored on a kickoff return to help wreck the favored Texas Tech 
Red Raiders, 35-18. 

Just the start? That’s a scary thought for a cluster of South- 
eastern Conference defensive coordinators. 

Load up at the line of scrimmage to stop McAllister and 
Miller can go to work with his strong right arm. Drop back into 
umbrella coverages to take the passing lanes away and McAllis- 
ter is a big threat to rumble past the line of scrimmage, lower his 
shoulder and put the hurt on some defensive back. 

There might be a better quarterback than Miller in the SEC. 
There might be a better running back than McAllister. But few if 
any teams possess a better QB-RB combination than the Rebels 
have to offer. 

Miller threw for 2,273 yards in 10 regular-season games last year 
while McAllister rushed for 1,082 yards to rank fourth in the SEC. 

“They are quality players and quality kids who have already 
done some great things early in their college careers,” Cutcliffe 
said. “I’m looking forward to working with them as we move on 
to a new season.” 
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Miller, the 6-1, 190-pound former Parade All-American from 
Shannon, Miss., arrived on the Ole Miss campus in 1997 amid 
much fanfare. The Rebels had a heady senior quarterback at the 
time in Stewart Patridge and former Rebel coach Tommy 
Tuberville decided Miller would be best suited spending the year 
as a No. 2 rather than redshirting. 

Miller played in only three games as a freshman, throwing 
only 11 passes. But the opportunity to be on the sidelines with 
Patridge and get repetitions in practice proved invaluable. 
When it was time for him to take over in 1998, Miller was 
ready. 

In his first college start, he passed Memphis dizzy in a 30-10 
Rebel victory. The 330-yard passing day was a sign of things to 


Miller & 

McAllister 

are Sweet Poison 
for SEC Teams 


By Robert Falkoff 


Ironically, Miller had thought about going to Tennessee as he 
was finishing a stellar high school career. He knew all about the 
quarterbacks Cutcliffe had developed — Andy Kelley, Heath 
Shuler, Peyton Manning. 

When Cutcliffe went to the Oxford campus for his introduc- 
tory press conference Dec. 2, one of the first people he talked to 
was Miller. 

“Romaro and I just kind of smiled at each other,” Cutcliffe 
said. “I said, ‘Romaro, you're my future and I’m yours’.” 

The Rebels used the terminology of the previous staff during 
their Independence Bow! victory. But during the spring, Cutcliffe 
had the time to put in his own offensive system. 

“I’m real excited to have Coach Cutcliffe here and to have the 
opportunity to play and learn under him,” Miller said. “He was 
12-0 (last season). Our players respect where he has been and 
what he has done.” 

Along with Georgia’s Quincy Carter, Miller was one of the 
most exciting young guns in the SEC last year. There were ups 
and down along the way, but the talent and potential were evi- 
dent. Only Auburn firmly shut down the Ole Miss offense. But 
the 7-5 Rebels lost close SEC games at Alabama and Georgia 
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because of an inability to score from point-blank range after con- 
sistently moving the ball between the 20s. 

“We have to get better inside the red zone and | think we 
will,” Miller said. “Coach Tub left us in a situation where we have 
nine starters coming back on offense. He got it going in the right 
direction and hopefully, Coach Cutcliffe will take it from there.” 

On the final play of Game 10 last year at Georgia, Miller suf- 
fered a cracked right collarbone. He was heaving a desperation 
Pass on the last play and a Georgia lineman drove Miller's 
exposed shoulder into the ground. 

The following week against Mississippi State, Ole Miss found 
out just how valuable Miller is. With inexperienced backup David 
Morris at the controls, the Rebels couldn't do much through the 
air and lost 28-6. 


Miller | McAllister 


Miller's shoulder healed in time for the Independence Bowl. 
With only limited practice time, he threw the football with zip 
and precision, earning offensive MVP honors. 

There had been times during Miller's freshman year when he 
yearned for more playing time. But, in retrospect, he realizes that 
having had a full season to observe and learn from the sidelines 
was the foundation for what he accomplished as a sophomore. 

“I wasn't ready to play as a freshman,” Miller said. “I don’t 
know how |! could have thought I was. By the time | got in there 
as the starting quarterback, | had a lot of preparation behind me. 
The game is so fast and the defenses in the SEC are so good ... 
it’s not something you can just jump into without a lot of practice 
time and film study.” 

Miller’s 2,306 total yards as a sophomore were the third- 
most in Ole Miss history. Even when the Rebels were shut out 
34-0 in the rain at Arkansas in early November, Tuberville could 
see that Miller was an attractive work in progress. 

“Even at Arkansas, he had a good game going,” Tuberville 
said. “Our plan going in was to run. But they put eight or nine 
men up and Romaro checked off to the pass and was hitting 
every one of them before we eventually fumbled the ball away. 
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Those are the signs of progress you look for in a young quarter- 
back.” 

Although missing the Mississippi State game was excruciat- 
ing for Miller, his three-touchdown passing performance against 
Texas Tech in the Independence Bowl took away the sour taste 
and set a positive tone for coming attractions in 1999. 

While Miller was puncturing the Red Raiders with his passing, 
McAllister offered his version of the Triple Crown with a rushing TD, 
a receiving TD and a kickoff return TD. The 6-2, 220-pound back 
from Morton, Ms., has scored five bowl touchdowns in the last two 
years. His 1-yard plunge with 31 seconds remaining gave Ole Miss 
a 34-31 win over Marshall two years ago in the Motor City Bowl. 

“Deuce reminds me a little of James Stewart, a guy I had at Ten- 
nessee,” Cutcliffe said. “He's a little taller than some backs. He has 
great feet, great 
vision and great 
power. I’m really 
looking forward to 
him having a 
tremendous impact 
next year.” 

As a sopho- 
more, McAllister 
became the first 
Ole Miss back to 
crack the 1,000- 
yard plateau since 
Kayo Dottley in 
1950. That statistic 
takes on added 
significance when 
one considers 
McAllister had 
only 245 yards 
through five 
games. 

“There was defi- 
nitely a turning 
point for me,” 
McAllister said. 
“Alabama.” 

Against the Tide, McAllister blasted over, around and 
through red-clad defenders en route to a 188-yard day. 

“In the Alabama game, | just hit a groove and got some 
thythm and confidence,” McAllister said. “Our offensive line was 
blocking great. We began to get some consistency with our run- 
ning game and that became a strength of the team. We had a 
couple of basic plays and we had great confidence that we could 
always run those plays for good yardage.” 

McAllister doesn't specialize in the breakaway run. His 
longest gainer last year was 35 yards. But he'll hammer teams 
with 10, 15 and 20-yard bursts. McAllister went over 1,000 yards 
in the regular season finale against Mississippi State. Immediately 
after a 22-point loss, that individual accomplishment seemed hol- 
low. But after some reflection, McAllister talks about the mark 
with great pride. 

“It's a special accomplishment because it has been so long 
since anybody at Ole Miss rushed for 1,000 yards,” McAllister 
said. “I’m happy for our offensive line. It gives them something to 
build on as we think about 1999.” 

And there’s a lot of big thinking about 1999 with the M&Ms 
in the Ole Miss offense. 
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1. Tennessee 
Florida 


.» Tennessee National champs haven't won at Florida since 1971. Georgia 
. Florida Gators have lost just one SEC home game in ‘90s. ia 
. Georgia Bulldogs could be Top 10 team, but third in East. = 
. South Carolina Lou Holtz adds some pizzaz, but not enough. = Arkansas 
. Kentucky Hal Mumme learns about life after Tim Couch. = LSU 
6. Vanderbilt Commodores continue to field SEC’s worst offense. :_ » Mississippi State 
SEC WEST 
1. Alabama Mike DuBose gets rebuilding done in third year. 8. Ole Miss 
2. Arkansas ______ Razorbacks stay in chase until rugged November. 
3. LSU i _Tigers bounce back after disastrous ‘98 season. 1 0. South Carolina 
4. Miss State Favorable schedule, but not enough weapons. ; = 
5. Ole Miss Ee Don’ t count out David Cutcliffe's first team. 1 1. Kentucky 
6. Auburn Rebuilding won't be easy for Tommy Tuberville. 1 2. Vanderbilt 


_Alabama_ 


le Miss’ David Cutcliffe can 

only hope that his Rebels will 

find the first-year magic that 
has been so good to so many other 
coaches in the Southeastern Conference 
this decade. Cutcliffe inherits a team that 
was well-stocked by Tommy Tuberville, 
who took a $400,000 raise to rebuild 
Auburn's struggling program. The 
Rebels return 18 starters from a 7-5 
team. Only one team in the SEC has a 
better quarterback/tailback combination, 
and the linebackers are outstanding. 

Whether that translates into success 
remains to be seen. 

But in the SEC, you've got to won- 
der if there isn't something to this first- 
year magic thing. 

* In 1990, Steve Spurrier took over 
a 7-4 Florida team that had never won 
an SEC championship and posted the 
conference's best record at 6-1. 

In 1992, Auburn had its second 
consecutive five-win season under Pat 
Dye. Terry Bowden then guided the 
Tigers to an 11-0 record his first year. 

* Phillip Fulmer launched his first full 
season at Tennessee by going 10-1 dur- 
ing the regular season, losing only at 
Florida. 

* Brad Scott led South Carolina to 


Most VALUABLE 
PLAYER 


its one and only bow! victory in his first OFFENSIVE 
season, 1994, PLAYER OF YEAR 
* Gerry DiNardo took LSU from 4-7 al RB, Tes 
to 7-4-1 in his first season, 1995. 
+ Arkansas had two straight 4-7 


seasons before hiring Houston Nutt last 
year. Nutt energized the Razorbacks to 
an 8-0 start and Top 10 ranking before 
the Hogs lost two straight heartbreakers 
in November. 

Cutcliffe isn't the only SEC head 
coach in his first season at a new school. 
Tuberville at Auburn and Lou Holtz at 
South Carolina are the others. But the 
former Tennessee offensive coordinator, 
named the national assistant Coach of 
the Year in 1998, has the best chance to 
win quickly. ‘ 

“It's an exciting time,” said Cut- et eats phere 
cliffe, who directed the Rebels to an vin V DT. 7 
Independence Bowl victory less than a 
month after he replaced Tuberville. ae 

Tuberville left behind a much better d 
team than he inherits at Auburn. The 
Tigers ranked no better than 10th last 
season in the SEC in the four major 
offensive categories: total yards, rush- 
ing, passing and scoring. 

Holtz welcomes — if that’s the 
tight word — 17 starters from a team 
that went 1-10 and cost Scott his job. 
The Gamecocks were pathetic on 
defense, giving up 30 points per game, 
and not much better on offense. 

Ole Miss benefits from being in the 
wild, wild West, where any of the six 
teams have a reasonable chance to win 
the division (although it would be long- 
shot at best for Auburn). 


NEWCOMER 
OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE — First Team 


Quincy Carter 
Shaun Alexander 
Jamal Lewis 
Anthony Lucas 
Travis Taylor 

Joe Dean Davenport 
Cosey Coleman 
Chad Clifton 

Chris Samuels 

Todd Wade 

Zac Zedallis 

Anthony White Kentucky 
Robert Bironas 197 Auburn 


DEFENSE — First Team 


Leonardo Carson Sr 6-3 Auburn 
Kendrick Clancy Sr 6-2 Ole Miss 
Richard Seymour Jr Georgia 
Darwin Walker Sr Tennessee 
Orantes Grant Georgia 
Raynoch Thompson Tennessee 
Jamie Winborn Vanderbilt 
Arturo Freeman S. Carolina 
Dwayne Goodrich Tennessee 
Deon Grant Tennessee 
Jimmy Williams Vanderbilt 
Jeff Walker Miss State 


Georgia 
Alabama 
Tennessee 
Arkansas 
Florida 
Arkansas 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Ole Miss 
Florida 
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Tee Martin 6-3 Tennessee 
Chrys Chukwuma 6-1 Arkansas 
Deuce McAllister 6-2 Ole Miss 
Abram Booty LSU 
Cedrick Wilson Tennessee 
Kyle Kipps LSU 
Spencer Riley Tennessee 
Steve Herndon Georgia 
Jeno James Auburn 
Terrence Metcalf Ole Miss 
Floyd Womack Miss State 
Markeith Cooper 5-7 Auburn 
Hap Hines 5-8 Georgia 


DEFENSE — Second Team 


Jimmy Brumbaugh 6-1 Auburn 
Derrick Chambers 6-4 Florida 
Shaun Ellis 6-4 Tennessee 
Kenny Smith 6-5 Alabama 
Barrin Simpson 5-11 Miss State 
Armegis Spearman 6-1 Ole Miss 
Eric Westmoreland 6-0 Tennessee 
Robert Bean 6-0 Miss State 
Larry Casher §-11 Auburn 
Kenoy Kennedy 6-1 Arkansas 
Mark Roman 6-0 

Corey Gibbs 6-0 


Florida won 33-20 in Peyton Manning's last game against Florida. 

In each of Tennessee's last four visits to Florida, major mistakes 
have been costly for the Vols. 

“Anywhere you play them, they're tough,” Fulmer said. “But if 
you play good defense, are able to run the football, make a play or 
two, and don't give them anything, you've got a chance.” 

Tennessee enjoyed a 5-1 turnover edge against Florida last sea-_ | 
son and still needed overtime to eke out a 20-17 victory. 

Heading into this season, Spurrier says his quarterbacks and 
receivers throw and catch as well as his 1996 national championship 
team, which featured Heisman Trophy winner Danny Wuerffel and 
wideouts Ike Hilliard and Reidel Anthony. 

The Gators also will rely on a young cast of running backs, a tal- 
ented defensive line, unproven linebackers and a less-than-impres- 
sive secondary. 

Georgia returns one of the nation’s top quarterbacks in Quincy 
Carter, but he doesn’t have enough help. The Bulldogs don’t have a 
big-time SEC rusher, and the best-looking wide receivers have yet to 
enroll in school — true freshmen Reggie Brown and Durell Robinson. 

Georgia should have one of the SEC’s top three defenses as 
new defensive coordinator Kevin Ramsey gets his baptismal. 
Orantes Grant is an all-star linebacker and the defensive line was 
bolstered by converting two outside linebackers to end. But the sec- 
ondary — and offense — will miss the multi-talented Champ Bailey, 
who bypassed his senior season to go pro. 

Holtz has found that he didn’t inherit as much talent at South 
Carolina as he did at Notre Dame 13 years ago. The Gamecocks are 


EAST DIVISION 


It’s easier to beat the Green Bay Packers on the “frozen tundra 
of Lambeau Field” than the Florida Gators in The Swamp. Florida has 
lost one home SEC game in the ‘90s (to Auburn in 1994). 

That's it. One SEC home loss this decade for Steve Spurrier's team. 

For Tennessee to three-peat as the East Division and SEC cham- 
pion, the Vols must go through Gainesville, Fla., where UT’s last win 
was in 1971. 

Tennessee had a chance in 1995, leading 30-14 with a minute 
left in the first half, but the Gators poured it on in the second half, 
scoring 48 unanswered points for a 62-37 victory. 

“Certainly, we feel like our fans with their enthusiasm, their 
energy and the noise level, make The Swamp a tough place to play 
if you're the other guy,” Spurrier said. “I read somewhere where 
someone said The Swamp is the toughest place to play in the coun- 
try. | think our fans take pride in that.” 

Fulmer cleared one major hurdle by beating Florida last season 
for the first time since 1992, But even though Tennessee appears to 
have the better talent, winning at Florida Field is a big-time obstacle 

.. even though the Gators lost nine defensive starters, plus their 
best receiver and leading rusher. 

“It's a very demanding place to play,” Fulmer said. “It takes a 
tremendous amount of poise by your football team. And we've not 
been very consistent at that.” 

Fulmer took his 1997 team to Florida a day earlier than usual to get 
acclimated to the sizzling heat and humidity. The move backfired. 


= _1. Quincy Carter QB Georgia __So_Mobile, strong arm; completed 60.7 percent for 2,484 yards, 12 TDs. _ 

17 2. Jamal Lewis __RB__Tennessee_ Jr Gained 1,364 yards in ‘97, has Ricky Williams-type power, speed. 

i _ 3. Shaun Alexander __RB__ Alabama __Sr__Rushed for 1,178 yards last year, led SEC with 13 rushing TDs. 

aq 4. Anthony Lucas WR 2 Arkansas Sr__ Fast, big target; averaged 23.4 yards on 43 catches, scored 10 TDs. _ 

- 5. Darwin Walker _—_—~DT_ Tennessee _Sr_ Led UT with six sacks, quick and strong. —s 

= _ 6. Tee Martin ___@B_ Tennessee _Sr__ Completed 57.3 percent for 2,164 yards, had 19- 19-61 TD- “interception ratio. _ 

T= _7.Deuce McAllister RB__Ole Miss__Jr_ Had 1,082 yards, ranked eighth in SEC in all-purpose yards. 

» _ 8. Raynoch Thompson OLB Tennessee Sr__Led UT with 89 tackles, great speed, vicious hitter. z 
_9.Orantes Grant ss LB Georgia Sr_ Chalked up 201 tackles last two years, including 120 in ‘98. eae 
10. Leonardo Carson DE Auburn Sr Led team in tackles 390); nee 8. oe eel tocdes behind sie 


TEAM 


Pe EMERGING STAR __ TOP NEWCOMER _UNSUNG HERO 
Alabama __ RB Shaun Alexander WR Freddie Milons _ LB Marvin Constant OLBartRalston 
Arkansas _ QB ClintStoerner = DECarlosHall _RBCedric Cobbs ———_—=FB Rod Stinson _ = 
Auburn DL Leonardo Carson __FB Heath Evans _ DB Stanford Simmons _ OT Jeno James _ 
Florida ___WR Travis Taylor DE Alex Brown WR Reche Caldwell _lBAndraDavis 
Georgia SB Quincy Carter _ DL Richard Seymour WR Reggie Brown OL Steve Herndon | 
Kentucky __RB Anthony White ___DB David Johnson TE Bobby Blizzard LBRyan Murphy 
LSU CB Mark Roman __DB Damien James LBBradie James __WRReggie Robinson 
Mississippi ____@BRomaro Miller __——_—sLB Eddie Strong _ PK Les Binkley _ LB Ronnie Heard 
Mississippi State CBRobertBean _ FS Pig Prather _ RB Dontae Walker. Dt Kevin Sluder 
South Carolina _ DB Arturo Freeman _ RB Boo Williams DT Cleveland Pinkney _ FB Steve Mixon _ 
Tennessee QBTee Marin _WR Cedrick Wilson DL John Henderson ~ 1B Eric Westmoreland 
Vanderbilt LB Jamie Winborn LB Brandon Walthour WR Anthony Jones RB Lew Thomas | 
| 
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Nosopy SITs ON 
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ANKI 'DTO GIVING YOU A WINNING FINANCIAL GAME PLAN. 

AND UNBEATABLE VALUES EVERY STEP THE WAY. PLAY IT SMART. JAMSOUTH BANK 
BANK AT AMSOUTH. It’s A WHOLE DIFFERENT BALLGAME. THE RELATIONSHIP PEOPLE 
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21998 AmSouth Bank. 


developing a new quarterback, the leading rusher sat out most of 
spring to concentrate on academics, and the offensive line gave up 
nine sacks in one scrimmage. 

“It might be the first time I can say the most outstanding people on 
the field at the scrimmage were the officials," Holtz offered in the spring. 

Kentucky is without heralded quarterback Tim Couch and wide- 
out Craig Yeast. Still, Hal Mumme figures to field a productive 
offense, built around running backs Anthony White and Derek Homer. 
Defense, again, will be a concem. 

Vanderbilt finished no better than ninth in any major offensive or 
defensive category last season, and, despite 19 returning starters, 3-8 
appears to be about the best Woody Widenhofer can do. 


WEST DIVISION 


If not for a fluke fumble or a controversial field goal, Arkansas would 
have won the West Division for the second time in four years. Instead, 
they tied for first with Mississippi State, which won the tie-breaker by 
virtue of a head-to-head victory and advanced to the Georgia Dome. 

Can Arkansas recover? You bet. The Razorbacks lost four offensive 
line starters, but not much else. Quarterback Clint Stoerner had the 


SEPTEMBER 18 
Tennessee at Florida 
Auburn at LSU 


SEPTEMBER 25 
Arkansas at Alabama 
Ole Miss at Auburn 


OCTOBER 2 
Alabama at Florida 
LSU at Georgia 
Auburn at Tennessee 
Arkansas at Kentucky 


OCTOBER 9 

Florida at LSU 

Georgia at Tennessee 
Mississippi State at Auburn 


OCTOBER 16 
Alabama at Ole Miss 
Florida at Auburn 


OCTOBER 23 
Tennessee at Alabama 
LSU at Mississippi State 


OCTOBER 30 
Georgia-Florida (J'ville) 
Auburn at Arkansas 

Ole Miss at LSU 


NOVEMBER 6 

LSU at Alabama 
Arkansas at Ole Miss 
Notre Dame at Tennessee 


NOVEMBER 13 
Mississippi State at Alabama 
Tennessee at Arkansas 
Auburn at Georgia 


NOVEMBER 20 
Alabama at Auburn 
Miss. State at Arkansas 
Florida State at Florida 
Georgia at Ole Miss 


NOVEMBER 27 
Arkansas at LSU 

Ole Miss at Mississippi State 
Georgia at Georgia Tech 


BIG ones 


Gators hope to end Vols’ SEC run at two. 
This will determine who's contending or pretending. 


Hogs have won three straight over Tide. 
Rebels must win this to challenge in West. 


Top challengers in West and East collide. 

Dawgs’ ‘98 upset was beginning of end for LSU. 

By now we'll know if Auburn can indeed rebound. 
Do ‘Cats have enough offense to scare a good team? 


Tigers scored stunning upset at home in 1997. 
Off-field feud is even better than on-field rivalry. 
A hurdle game for Bulldogs 0 prove their mettle. 


Loser faces huge uphill battle in West. 
Tigers have had success against Gators in ‘90s. 


Vols play in Tuscaloosa for first time since 1930. 
This could determine who stays in race. 


World's Largest Tailgate Party isn’t for Dawgs. 
Auburn might present challenge to hopeful Hogs. 
Both teams hope to still be in West race. 


Tigers play Tide better on road than at home. 
First place in West might be on the line. 
First battle between powers since UT’s ‘91 upset win. 


Winner might emerge as West Division champion. 
Hogs seek revenge for blowing last year's game. 
One of SEC’s great rivalries has lost some luster. 


Home team usually wins, but Tide has more at stake. 
Like last year, this could determine West winner. 
Bitter in-state rivalry makes national noise. 

Could be big if Rebels are still in West chase. 


Talented LSU might still have a spot in the race. 
Egg Bowl might feature winner in wild West. 
Big in-state battle again will feature Top 25 teams. 


SEC’s best touchdown-to-interception ratio (26-8). Anthony Lucas is 
the league’s premier receiver. The running backs are deep, the 
defense solid. 

Still, the Hogs must play a tough stretch run that includes con- 
secutive games against Auburn, Ole Miss, Tennessee, Mississippi 
State and LSU. 

Mike DuBose has the Crimson Tide on the brink. Alabama doesn’t 
have a weakness, but it must play the two best teams in the East — Ten- 
nessee and Florida. 

Mississippi State gets a second straight break from the schedule- 
maker, avoiding Tennessee, Florida and Georgia. Despite an average 
quarterback, the Bulldogs have enough defense to be dangerous. 

LSU is a mystery team. Will the Tigers play like the nine-win team 
of 1997 or the four-win team of "98? LSU isn’t as strong at running 
back, but the Tigers are outstanding at receiver. And defensive coor- 
dinator Lou Tepper, who returns eight starters, should adjust better to 
SEC offenses in his second season. 

Quarterback Romaro Miller and tailback Deuce McAllister give 
Ole Miss a high-octane offense. Auburn, meantime, has the defense 
to compete, but not the offense. 

— Jimmy Hyams 
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Beating Up On Each Other 


vu» and Everybody Else 


expanded to 12 teams and incorporated an SEC Championship game, 

no team would have a chance to win a national championship. 

“All we're going to do is beat up on each other,” said former Auburn 
coach Pat Dye when the league expanded in 1992. “I don’t know how we're 
going to play eight SEC games, a (SEC) championship game and survive.” 

The SEC has survived just fine, thank you. 

In the first year of expansion, Alabama went 13-0 and won the national title. 

In 1996, Florida went 12-1 — its only loss was to Florida State — and 
won the national title. 

Last year, Tennessee became the fourth Division I-A team go 13-0 — 
joining Alabama, BYU in 1984 and Nebraska in 1997 — and won the SEC's 
third national title in seven years. 

Even Florida in 1995 and Tennessee in 1997 at least got themselves in 
position to play for the championship. 

Before expansion, the SEC had gone 11 years without a national fitle, 
from Georgia in 1980 to Alabama in 1992. 

Moreover, since expansion, four SEC teams have gone undefeated in 
conference play. 

Will that happen again in 1999? Unlikely. How could they? Isn’t it just 
too tough? They'll beat up on each ofher! Actually the way it has been, they'll 
be beating up on everybody else. 

You certainly aren't going to get any coaches to explain that the SEC 
is any easier than it has ever been. But given the record since expansion, 
there's no longer a fear that the 12-team league has precluded such a 


FOUR-YEAR STANDINGS 


Not only has Tennessee cracked Florida's dominance of the SEC in the 1990s, 
the Volunteers have become the team to beat. Consecutive East Division titles have 
left the Vols’ fifth-year seniors with the best record in the SEC since arriving on cam- 
pus four years ago. Steve Spurrier is sure to drive that point home in Gainesville, 
where the current seniors were only freshmen when the Gators last won the league 
championship. A third crown, and the Tennessee seniors, led by Tee Martin and 


T: coaches said it couldn't be done. They argued that when the SEC 


national-title run. 
Here’s a glance at which conferences have won national championships 
since the SEC expanded to 12 teams (*shared championship): 


LEAGUE CH CHAMPIONSHIP TEAMS 
SEC 33 Tenn 1998, Florida 1996, Alabama 1992 
Big 12 31 __Nebraska *1997, 1995, 1994 


Big Ten 1 1__ Michigan *1997 
ACC 11 __ Florida State 1993 


WHO THEY PLAY, WHO THEY DON’T 


CONFERENCE GAMES 

Let's see: Mississippi State doesn’t have to play defending national 
champion Tennessee again this season. And the Bulldogs don’t have to play 
Florida, either. Or even Georgia. 

No wonder some schools in the East Division are screaming foul. 

Last year, the Bulldogs benefited from having the easiest schedule in the 
SEC West, winning its division to advance to the SEC Championship game, 
where if lost to Tennessee 24-14. 

Mississippi State also gets two West contenders — Arkansas and 
Alabama — at home. 

Arkansas avoids Florida and Georgia, but must play at Alabama, at Ole 
Miss, at LSU while catching Auburn, Tennessee and Mississippi State at 
home. The Hogs close the season with consecutive SEC games against 


Dwayne Goodrich, will cement themselves as the premier class of their era, 

With Tennessee and Florida sharing the last five conference titles, the 
graduating classes of the other 10 teams have been left out of the major bow! 
picture. But almost all players in the league — other than true freshmen and players 
at South Carolina and Vanderbilt — have had the opportunity to go to at least one 
bowl game. 


Here is a glance at what the senior classes have to show for their first four years in the SEC: 


Overall Pct 
45-5 .900 
44-6 888 


SEC 
29-3 906 2 
29-3 .906 2 


Tennessee 
Florida 


Pct. c* 


B* M* 
4 2 


Comment 
Phil Fulmer has a title and plenty of returning talent. 


Role reversal, Gators are now the hunters. 


LSU 30-15-1 .666 18-13-1 .581 0 DiNardo needs West Division to keep boosters at bay. 
Georgia 30-17 638 18-14 .563 0 Staring at third again in the East Division. 


1 
Auburn 28-19 .596 16-16 .500 ] Tommy Tuberville needs a few years to turn program around. 


Ole Miss 26-20 96512-20375 0 


4 
3 
3 
Alabama 29-18 617 17-15 931 2 DuBose has the Tide headed back in the right direction. 
3 
2 
2 


__ Arkansas 25-22 932 _-*16-16 —_—«.500 ] Anthony Lucas can lead Razorbacks to third straight bowl. 
Miss. State 23-23 500 14-18 438 ] ] Might not have the firepower to repeat as Western champs. 
Kentucky 20-25 444 11-21 344 ] Minus Couch, Kentucky headed back to the bottom. 
South Carolina 16-27-1 .372___—9-22-1_—.290 0 Nothing to indicate Gamecocks will break bowl drought. 


2-30 063 


C=Division championships, B=Bow! games, M=Major Bowls 


Vanderbilt 9-35 .205 
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3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 Rebels add offensive flare to already strong defense. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 There's little hope when you can't score points. 


1999 


Since 1976, the Crooked L Ranch 
has been cooking the same dish every Tuesday night. 
Chili Rubbed Steaks. 
Since 1978, they've been cooking it on the same grill. 


{ The Broilmaster P3CP with optional side burner } 


When you work a hundred miles from the 
nearest highway, you learn to treasure things 
that last. That’s why, since 1978, the folks that 
work the Crooked L Ranch have been cooking 
on a Broilmaster grill. Not just the same brand 
name, mind you. That’ over 19 years on the 
exact same grill. Imagine how long one could 
last on your spread. Just call 1.800.255.0403 
for more information on Broilmaster grills 
as well as a free copy of The Juiciest Recipes 


Known To Man. 


KNOWN TO MAN 


1999 Broilmaster Premium Gas Grills, A division of Martin Industries, Inc 


Auburn, Ole Miss, Tennessee, Mississippi State and LSU. 
At the other extreme, Alabama must play at Florida, at Ole Miss, and at 
Auburn, and play host to Arkansas, Tennessee, LSU and Mississippi State. 
Considering the balance of the West Division (no dominant teams fo be 
wary of) no team in the East gets a significant break in the league SEC schedule. 
Georgia doesn't have to play Mississippi State, Arkansas and Alabama, the three 
best teams in the West last year. 


NON-CONFERENCE GAMES 

The three best teams in the SEC — Tennessee, Florida and Georgia — 
are bold enough to play at least one quality non-conference opponent. 

But Auburn shamed itself and the league when it exercised a $500,000 
buyout clause in its contract to avoid playing at Florida State. Auburn officials said 
they were concerned about the negative publicity that would surround the Tigers 
playing against Bobby Bowden’s team. 

lt was Bowden's boy, Terry, who left Auburn in a messy forced resignation at 
mid-season in 1998. Auburn instead will play Appalachian State as part of one of 
the weakest non-SEC schedules. Arkansas, Vanderbilt and LSU also have patsy 
non-SEC slates. 

Alabama, South Carolina and Tennessee have three of the toughest non- 
league schedules. Florida’s ranks high by virtue of playing Florida State. 

Central Florida and Memphis play three SEC teams each. Middle Ten- 
nessee State and Houston show up twice on SEC schedules. 


TEAM DOES NOT PLAY NON-CONFERENCE GAMES 


Alabama $. Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky Houston, Louisiana Tech, S. Miss 


Arkansas __ Georgia, Vanderbilt, Florida SMU, NE Louisiana, Middle Tenn. St. 
Auburn Kentucky, Vanderbilt, $. Carolina hian St., Idaho, C. Florida 


Florida Miss State, Ole Miss, Arkansas W. Michigan, C. Florida, Florida St. 
Georgia Arkansas, Alabama, Miss State Utah St., C. Horida, Georgia Tech 


Kentucky Aubum, Ole Miss, Alabama Louisville, Connecticut, Indiana 
LSU Tennessee, S. Carolina, Vanderbilt San Jose St., N. Texas, Houston 


Mississippi__Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee Memphis, Arkansas St., Tulane 

Miss State _Florida, Tennessee, Georgi Middle Tenn. St., is, Oklahoma St. 
$.Carolina _ Alabama, LSU, Aubum N.C. State, E. Carolina, Clemson 
Tennessee _Olle Miss, LSU, Miss State is, Notre Dame 
Vanderbilt _ Arkansas, Auburn, LSU N. Illinois, Duke, The Citadel 


BOWLING 


With the Sugar Bow! ready to host the national championship game this 
season, the SEC loses its “home bowl" ... unless, of course, an SEC team finishes 
No. 1 or No. 2 in the country and gets to play for the championship again. 

The Sugar pits the top two teams, with the SEC champion becoming the 
free-agent among the six power conferences locked into the Bow! Champi- 
onship Series. The SEC champ, then, can wind up in the Orange, Fiesta — 
and yes, even the Rose Bow! — depending upon which teams wind up in 
New Orleans. 

Like last season, when Tennessee played for the national title in the 
Fiesta Bowl and Florida was invited to the Orange Bowl, the SEC would 
dearly love to place two teams in the rich BCS games. The league is con- 
tracted for spots in seven bow! games — and last year placed a record eight 
into the post-season. All that's required, remember, is a winning record and 
minimum of six victories against Division | opponents. 


SEC Champion __ Bowl Championship Series* 

SEC #2 Florida Citrus Bowl vs. Big Ten #2 

SEC West pick Cotton Bowl vs. Big 12 #2 

SEC East pick Outback Bowl vs. Big Ten #3 
___ SEC #5 Peach Bowl vs. ACC #3 

SEC #6 Music City Bowl vs. at-large 

SEC #7 Independence Bowl vs. at-large 


* Sugar Bowl: 1 vs. 2, or at-large Orange, Fiesta, Rose 


Wyoming, 
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REAL DEAL CANDIDATES 


How often do we hear about a “legitimate Heisman candidate” or “true 
All-America candidate?” 
Does that mean if they don't use those words, they aren't legitimate or 
true candidates? 
Nah, but in an effort fo cut through the chafe, here are the “real deals” 
from the SEC: 
¢ HEISMAN (outstanding player): Quincy Carter, QB, Georgia; Tee Martin, 
QB, Tennessee; Jamal Lewis, RB, Tennessee 
¢ OUTLAND: (interior lineman): Cosey Coleman, OG, Tennessee; Darwin 
Walker, DT, Tennessee; Leonardo Carson, DT, Auburn 
¢ LOMBARDI (lineman, linebacker): Cosey Coleman, OG, Tennessee; 
Orantes Grant, LB, Georgia; Raynoch Thompson, LB, Tennessee 
¢ BUTKUS (linebacker): Orantes Grant, Georgia; Raynoch Thompson, 
Tennessee; Jamie Winborn, Vanderbilt. 
¢ THORPE (defensive back): Dwayne Goodrich, Tennessee; Mark Roman, 
LSU; Arturo Freeman, South Carolina; Deon Grant, Tennessee. 
¢ DOAK WALKER (running back): Jamal Lewis, Tennessee; Shaun 
Alexander, Alabama. 
© LOU GROZA (kicker): none 
¢ DAVEY O'BRIEN (quarterback): Quincy Carter, Georgia; Tee Martin, Tennessee 
 BILETKINOFF (receiver): Anthony Lucas, Arkansas; Travis Taylor, Florida 


HERE’S LOU ... 


With Lou Holtz coming out of semi-retirement to take over a mediocre South 
Carolina program, interest in and optimism surrounding the Gamecocks is soar- 
ing. But this is a 1-10 team that is going to take some serious rebuilding. 

Auburn has a new head coach, too, with Tommy Tuberville, who was 
replaced at Ole Miss by former Tennessee offensive coordinator David Cutcliffe. 

Perhaps as significant to the league are the changes at Florida, where 
Steve Spurrier brought in former Missouri secondary coach Jon Hoke as 
defensive coordinator to replace new Oklahoma coach Bobby Stoops. It was 
Stoops who is credited with building the Gators defense to the point that they 
were able fo win the national championship in 1997. 

Much the same can be said about Tennessee and its offense, which was 
run by Cutcliffe. UT coach Phil Fulmer immediately promoted Randy Sanders, 
whose work for the Fiesta Bowl contributed fo the Vols’ 23-point performance 
against a great Florida State defense. 

The league has three new head coaches, six new offensive coordinators and 
five new defensive coordinators. Only Alabama, Arkansas and Kentucky have the 
same head coach and offensive and defensive coordinators as last year. 


EXTRA POINTS 


Seven SEC players turned pro early. The best of the lot were record-set- 
ting Kentucky quarterback Tim Couch and Georgia's all-purpose star Champ 
Bailey — both of whom were taken among the top seven picks in the NFL 
draft. ... Also turning pro were Florida defensive tackle Reggie McGrew and 
linebacker/end Jevon Kearse, Ole Miss tight end Rufus French, Auburn defen- 
sive back Brad Ware and Alabama receiver Michael Vaughn. ... 

Alabama will play Tennessee in Tuscaloosa for the first time, ending its 
home site of Legion Field in Birmingham against its most fierce out-of-state 
rival. ... Tennessee has won 16 straight SEC games, the seventh-longest 
streak in league history. The longest: 27 by Alabama from 1976-80. Florida 
won 24 straight from 1994-97. Georgia won 23 in a row from 1980-83. ... 
Free safety Kenoy Kennedy had 95 tackles last season, the most ever by an 
Arkansas defensive back. ... Gabe Gross, Auburn’s starting quarterback the 
second half of last season, also starts on the Tigers’ baseball team. ... 

Georgia's Jasper Sanks, considered one of the nation’s top tailback 
prospects three years ago, was moved to fullback. ... Larry Foster needs 58 
catches to become LSU's all-time leading receiver. ... Deuce McAllister joined 
Kayo Doitley (1949-50) as the only Ole Miss backs fo rush for 1,000 yards 
in a season. ... Vanderbilt might use cornerback Jimmy Williams as a 
receiver and kick returner. 

— Jimmy Hyams 


1999 


ed a home equity | 


ew home, ne 
can find the mortgage that’s right for yo 


re looking for an 
aut 


r refinancing, 


Whether you’ 


QUARTERBACKS 


The SEC has two Heisman Trophy candidates at quarterback: Georgia's 
Quincy Carter and Tennessee's Tee Martin. Each was a first-year starter in 
1998, and each posted excellent numbers — led by Martin's 13-0 record as 
a starter. 

Carter and Martin are among nine starters returning at quarterback, The 
league's top two rated quarterbacks — Kentucky's Tim Couch and LSU's 
Herb Tyler — are gone, as well as South Carolina's Anthony Wright. 

LSU is hoping former high school national Player of the Year Josh Booty 
isn't too rusty after playing pro baseball for five seasons. Kentucky and South 
Carolina will have a huge decline at the game's most important position, 
No. Team Summary 


1, Tennessee _— Martin displayed ability to run and pass — and win. 


2. Georgia Carter is SEC's best, but the Dawgs have no depth. 

3, Arkansas Clint Stoerner led team to 8-0 start and had 26 TD passes. 

4, Florida Doug Johnson, Jesse Palmer should improve after 33 TD passes. 
5. Ole Miss Romaro Miller was superb in Independence Bowl victory. 

6. Alabama Surprising Andrew Zow must hold off freshman Tyler Watts. 

7. LSU Booty faces challenge from Craig Nall, Rohan Davey. 

8. Kentucky Dusty Bonner will post numbers in Hal Mumme's offense. 

9. Miss State Wayne Madkin completed 48.2 percent of passes, but won the West. 
10, Auburn Ben Leard, Gabe Gross had 19 interceptions, 11 TD passes. 


11. $. Carolina __ Phil Petty hit 49.1 percent in relief of Anthony Wright. 
12. Vanderbilt Greg Zolman completed 47.6 percent of 145 s for just 4 TDs. 


RUNNING BACKS 


Seven of the SEC's top nine rushers return, including 1,000-yard gain- 
ers Shaun Alexander of Alabama and Deuce McAllister of Ole Miss. 

Tennessee returns the No. 6 rusher in Travis Henry, who gained 970 
yards, but he’s not as good as Jamal Lewis, who rushed for almost 1,400 
yards in 1997 and is fully recovered from a season-ending knee injury that 
occurred in the fourth game of the 1998 season. 

Kentucky has a formidable one-two tandem. Arkansas has a potential 
1,000-yard gainer. LSU isn’t stacked at running back for the first time in 
four years. And Georgia is resigned to the premise that Jasper Sanks was 
highly overrated. 


No. Team Summary 
f 1. Tennessee When you've got a backup who gained 970 yards, you're strong. 
2, Alabama Alexander (1,178) is the leading returning rusher in SEC. 
3, Kentucky Derek Homer is the runner, Anthony White the receiver. 
4, Ole Miss McAllister became second Rebel to ever gain 1,000 yards. 
5. Arkansas His fumble problems over, Chrys Chukwuma should crack 1,000. 
6. LSU Rondell Mealey finds room behind two solid fullbacks. 
7. Georgia Robert Arnaud, Patrick Pass ready to shine for Dawgs. 
8. $. Carolina _ Boo Williams had the edge on Troy Hambrick during spring. 
9. Auburn Michael Burks, Demontray Carter combined for 889 yards. 
10. Florida Ernest Graham, Robert Gillespie lead young running attack. 
1]. Miss State James Johnson left a huge void in Bulldogs’ running game. 


12, Vanderbilt 


Rodney Williams, Jared McGrath totaled 1,136 yards. 
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Vols Have Talent 


to Three-Peat 


By Jimmy Hyams 


RECEIVERS 


The wideout position took a big hit in the SEC. Florida lost record-break- 
ing receiver Travis McGriff. Tennessee lost Peerless Price. Also gone are stars 
Craig Yeast of Kentucky, Zola Davis of South Carolina and two-way star 
Champ Bailey of Georgia. 

But Arkansas remains loaded, with sensational WR Anthony Lucas lead- 
ing all of QB Clint Stoerner's top six receivers back from ‘98. 

At LSU, Larry Foster (56) and Abram Booty (54) combined for 110 
catches last season, the most of any SEC duo, 

Plus, LSU has one of the league's premier tight ends in Kyle Kipps, who 


No. Team Summary 
1. Arkansas Anthony Lucas and TE Joe Dean Davenport lead the way. 
2. LSU Foster needs 58 catches to become Tigers’ all-time leader. 
3. Florida Travis Taylor, Darrell Jackson spearhead solid group. 
4, Tennessee Vols must find complement for Cedrick Wilson (33 catches). 
5. $. Carolina Jermale Kelly gives Gamecocks punch at wideout. 
6. Ole Miss Cory Peterson, Grant Heard had 8] combined catches. 
7. Alabama Young guns Locke, Milons hope to ignite passing attack. 
8. Kentucky Yeast-less Cats rely on Quinton McCord, Jimmy Robinson. 
9. Georgia Lost top four wideouts, touted freshman class must deliver. 
10. Vanderbilt Top six receivers return, if only Commodores could throw. 
1]. Aubum With Clifton Robinson in trouble, Tigers outlook is bleak. 
12, Miss State Bull lost top three receivers from weak passing game. 
OFFENSIVE LINE 


No team has a better trio than Tennessee's Cosey Coleman, Chad Clifton 
and Spencer Riley, but the Vols have two holes to fill if hey want to repeat as 
the SEC rushing king. Alabama has its best offensive line since 1992. 
Auburn, LSU, Florida, Ole Miss and Vanderbilt return four starters. 

The Rebels are excited about the return of Terrance Metcalf who broke 
an ankle in the third game last season and didn’t play again. 

But the offensive lines in the SEC is like small market/big market in 
Major League Baseball, which is to say the rich keep getting richer, and the 
others don’t. Kentucky lost all five starters (no wonder Tim Couch turned 
pro), Arkansas and Mississippi State lost four each, and Vanderbilt and South 
Carolina simply aren't very good. 


No. Team Summary 
1. Tennessee Coleman projects to be high draft choice, as does Clifton. 
2. Alabama Chris Samuels is the best of five returning starters. 
3, Florida Gators should be improved, especially at run blocking. 
4. Ole Miss OT Todd Wade is All-SEC, but Metcalf might be better. 
5. Auburn Tigers have best line since winning SEC rushing title in 1994. 
6, LSU Louis Williams is best of four returners, need a center. 
7. Georgia Bulldogs lost bookend tackles but retum talented players. 
8. Miss State All-SEC hopeful Floyd Womack is lone returning starter. — ame 
9. Vanderbilt Return of injured Michael Saltzman boosts ‘Dores line. 
10. Arkansas Four starters are gone from SEC’s most improved rushing team. 
1]. $. Carolina Three starters return, but this group isn't gifted. 


12. Kentucky Unit struggled in spring scrimmages, true frosh might start. 
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DEFENSIVE LINE 


Darwin Walker's decision not to turn pro helped bolster an already tal- 
ented Tennessee defensive line. Walker, who bench presses 535 pounds, led 
the Vols with six sacks from his tackle position. Tennessee is blessed with four 
quality tackles and ends. 

Alabama's front four is solid and deep. Auburn welcomes back Jimmy 
Brumbaugh, who missed last season with a knee injury. No team was hurt 
more than Florida, which lost its entire front seven. But the Gators have a 
wealth of young talent, led by Derrick Chambers, Alex Brown and Thaddeus 
Bullard. 

Mississippi State and Ole Miss should be tough against the run as each 
team returns hard-nosed players. 


No.Team Summary 

I, Tennessee All-American Walker anchors deep, experienced line. 
2. Alabama Unheralded Comelius Griffin, Kenny Smith form good nucleus. 
3. Auburn Leonardo Carson is All-SEC, Marcus Washington is a comer. 
4. Florida Moving Alex Brown fo rush end solidifies a young front four. 
5. Miss State Tough to run on Kevin Sluder, John Hilliard, Alvin McKinley. 
6. Ole Miss Defensive tackle Kendrick Clancy leads capable front four. 
7. Georgia Two OLBs moved fo DE to helped underrated Richard Seymour. 
8. Arkansas Ends Carlos Hall, Radney Gamer are good, but lost three starters. 
9. LSU Will miss Booger McFarland, Jarvis Green is emerging star. 

10. S. Carolina Juco DT Cleveland Pinkney should make immediate impact. 

11. Kentucky Dennis Johnson gets help from '98 defector Anwar Stewart. 

12. Vanderbilt _’Dores return all three starters, but ranked 11th against run. 


LINEBACKERS 


The SEC's two best linebackers of 1998 — Al Wilson of Tennessee and 
Jevon Kearse of Florida — are in the NFL, but there is no shortage of line- 
backers in this league. 

Ole Miss has the top group, led by Armegis Spearman, gifted Eddie 
Strong and Ronnie Heard, who wears Chucky Mullins’ No. 38 as testimony 
to his spirited play. 


No. Team Summary 
Eddie Strong might be better than All-SEC Armegis Spearman. 


All-star Orantes Grant anchors young, talented group. 


1. Ole Miss 

2. Georgia 

3. Tennessee Raynoch Thompson, Eric Westmoreland SEC’s best LB tandem. 

4, Alabama _ Strong starting trio and good backup in Marvin Constant. 

5. Miss State —_ All-SEC Barrin Simpson has recovered from scoped knee. 

6. LSU Experienced, but mediocre group that should improve. 

7. Vanderbilt All-SEC Jamie Winborn, Lamont Turner are two of three retumers. 

8. $. Carolina John Abraham's move from DE to OLB adds talent, depth. 

9. Arkansas Jamel Hamris is hard hitter, Quenton Caver is solid. 
10. Florida 

; 11. Kentucky 
12. Auburn 


Converted RB Eugene McCaslin helps a weakened position. 
Jeff Snedegar doesn’t have much help from young teammates. 


James Callier returns from knee sur to direct new scheme. 
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SECONDARY 


Despite the surprise move of safety Brad Ware turning pro, Auburn 
returns four players with starting experience, including Rodney Crayton. The 
key could be the development of talented safety Stanford Simmons, who 
intercepted 12 passes in eight games at a prep school last year. 

Tennessee returns three starters, including one of the SEC’s best athletes 
in safety Deon Grant (who might also play receiver), and All-America candi- 
date Dwayne Goodrich, who was one of the heroes of the Fiesta Bowl. 

Mississippi State returns four secondary starters from unit that led the 
SEC in pass defense. Arkansas also returns four of five starters for its unique 
4-2-5 scheme. 

South Carolina welcomes the return of honors candidate Arturo Free- 
man, who suffered a season-ending knee injury in August of 1998. 

Last season's best defensive back, Georgia’s Champ Bailey, bypassed 
his senior season to turn pro. 

No. Team Summary 


1. Miss State Robert Bean had five picks, Ashley Cooper wreaks havoc. 

2. Tennessee Dwayne Goodrich and Deon Grant camry All-SEC credentials. 

3. Aubum Tigers tied for SEC lead with 19 interceptions last year. 

4. Arkansas _ FS Kenoy Kennedy compares fo former Hog star Steve Atwater. 
5. Alabama _ Three starters return, led by Tony Dixon, Marcus Spencer. 

6. Florida Two starters return from SEC's top pass-efficiency defense. 

7. S. Carolina Freeman might move to CB, FS Ray Green is outstanding. 

8. Ole Miss _Tim Strickland best of three retumers, watch for CB Ken Lucas. 

9. LSU Rated last in pass-defense efficiency, but three starters are back. 
10. Vanderbilt Four starters return from porous-but-improved secondary. 
11. Georgia Bulldogs have young talent, but will sorely miss Champ Bailey. 
12. Kentucky _ Gave up SEC-worst 24 TD , had SEC-low six interceptions. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Not one SEC team returns all of its specialists — kicker, punter, kick 
returner, punt returner — but South Carolina comes closest. Kicker Steve Flo- 


Florida won't knock you over with its kicker or punter, but Gators make 
up for that with their always-dynamite return game. 

Ole Miss has the SEC’s top returning punt returner in Cory Peterson (11.0) 
and Auburn's Markeith Cooper is the top returning kick returner (24.8). 

Four of the top five punters return, but the three best kickers are gone. 


No. Team Summary 

1. S$. Carolina Might have been a Florio away from four more wins last year. 
2. Florida Decent kicker and punter, dangerous in return game. 

3. Auburn Robert Bironas is SEC's best kicker, need a punter. 

4. Georgia Good kicker, solid retumers, need improved punting. 

5. Miss State Punter Jeff Walker is excellent, placekicker is short but accurate. 
6. LSU Corey Gibbs is SEC's top returning punter, must find kicker. 

7. Tennessee Good punter, return specialists, replacing Jeff Hall is key. 

8. Alabama _Lost All-SEC punter, PK Ryan Flugner (11-for-22) returns. 

9. Vanderbilt | John Markham made more field goals than any refumer. 
10. Ole Miss Rebels hope juco Less Binkley answers kicking concems. 
1]. Arkansas Return game is explosive, punter is OK, need a kicker. 

12. Kentucky Adequate punter and kicker, will miss Craig Yeast’s returns. 
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THE RACE 


Tennessee was not really considered a serious national title contender 
when it faced nemesis Florida on Sept. 18. Tennessee had the benefit of 
playing in Knoxville, but Tee Martin was making only his second start. 

Well, the UT defense had a few things to say in this game, forcing over- 
time by taking the ball away from the Gators five times and allowing just 17 
points. Jeff Hall’s 41-yarder was the difference in the extra period as Ten- 
nessee won 20-17, erasing a five-game losing streak fo the Gators and 
touching off a tear-down-the-goal-post frenzy at Neyland Stadium. 

The Vols made that advantage stand up all season to repeat as SEC East 
champions. To win the fitle they didn’t need Arkansas quarterback Clint Sto- 
erner to stumble and fumble late in the game to hand over a victory ... but, 
without it, Tennessee doesn’t become national champs. 

Mississippi State was the surprise winner of the topsy-turvy SEC Wes. Vying 
for a spot in the BCS, the Bulldogs led 14-10 with 8:43 left, but Martin connected 
for a quick TD pass for a UT lead, and then another after Mississippi State turned 
the ball over. The Vols had a 24-14 win and were bound for the Fiesta Bowl. 


THE CHAMPION 


As if replacing Peyton Manning wasn’t a big enough task, terrific tail- 
back Jamal Lewis went down to a knee injury early in the season and the 
heart of the defense — linebacker Al Wilson — battled injuries all season. 
But the Vols made this their year to remember primarily because they con- 
trolled the line of scrimmage (an SEC-best 211.3 rushing yards per game), 
were opportunistic on defense (plus 16 in turnovers), and could strike for a 
big play at any time (Martin to Peerless Price). 


THE STARS 


OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

Kentucky quarterback Tim Couch 

It would have been plenty amazing if Couch had completed two out of every 
three passes — but he did better than that. Couch found his target on 400 of 553 
passes, an astonishing 72.3 percent, the second-best mark in college football his- 
tory. He threw for 4,275 yards and 36 touchdowns in his junior season, and then 
packed up his 26 school records and headed to the NFL. 

DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

Georgia cornerback Champ Bailey 

Valuable in all phases of the game, Bailey put up nifty numbers on 
offense (47 catches, 744 yards, five touchdowns) while serving as a big- 
time deterrent on defense. He had three interceptions, which isn’t eye-pop- 
ping, but nobody ever doubted his athleticism or ability to wreak havoc on 
either side of the ball. 


COACH OF THE YEAR 


Tennessee's Phillip Fulmer 

From the first day of spring ball in 1998, Fulmer sold his players on a 
starless, team-first approach, and they bought into it and made it work. For 
Fulmer to make the powerhouse Vols believe they were the gritty-team-that- 
could ... well, that’s quite an accomplishment for Fulmer, who is 67-11 in 
six-plus years at Tennessee. 


THE BOWLS 


Two-thirds of the league went bowling, but the SEC still couldn't top the five 
postseason wins that it had in 1997. The SEC split eight bowl games in 1998, 
although if definitely gets style points for winning the one that mattered most — 
Tennessee moving past Florida State in the national championship Fiesta Bowl. 

So, despite its middle-of-the-road 4-4 record in 1998, the SEC retained 
its status as a postseason giant. The conference is 9-5 in bowls in the past 
two seasons — 14-5 in the past three. 
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Tennessee 23, Florida State 16 
Florida 35, Syracuse 10 
Michigan 45, Arkansas 31 

— Cotton Bowl Texas 38, Mississippi State 11 
— Outback Bowl Penn State 25, Kentucky 14 
— Independence Bowl Mississippi 35, Texas Tech 18 
— Peach Bowl Georgia 35, Virginia 33 

— Music City Virginia Tech 38, Alabama 7 


THE STANDINGS 


EASTERN DIVISION 

i SEC Pcl. PF PA Overall Pot. PF PA Home Awoy Neutral 
‘Tennessee _ 8-0 1.000 27] 106 13-0 1.000 431 189 6-0 5-0 2-0 
Florida 7-1 875 246 112 10-2 .833 380 165 6-0 2-2 2-0 
Georgia _-6-2_.750_ 166 9-3. .750 292 214 4-2 4-0 1-1 
Kentucky 4-4 7-5 583 431 375 5-1 2-3. 0-1 
Vanderbilt 1-7. 125 66 2-9 .182 142 369 1-5 0-5 0-0 
South Carolina 0-8 . 1-10 .125 207 330 2-4 0-5 0-0 


WESTERN DIVISION 

# Miss State 6-2 .750. 2 85.615 350 256 5-0 3-3 0-2 
#Arkansos 6-2, 9-3 750 390 227 6-0 3-2 0-1 
Alabama 4-4 500 15 7-5 583 251 287 6-1 1-3. 0-1 
Mississippi 3-5 7-5 583 282 274 4-2 2-3 1-0 
su ee 173. 4-7. 364 323 238 3-3 1-4 0-0 
Auburn 1-7, .125 124 193 3-8 .273 166 235 25 1-3 0-0 


“Easter Division Champion/SEC Championship Eastem Division Representative 
#Westem Division Co-Champion 


“SEC Championship Game Westem Division Representative 


NFL DRAFT 


The SEC again was the top conference in the NFL Draft, this time with 
eight first-round selections and 37 players chosen overall. Half the league 
had at least one player drafted in the first round. 

Florida led the league with seven selections; both of the Gators picked in 
the first round were juniors last season. 
ALABAMA (1 PICK): Fernando Bryant, CB (Jacksonville, 1st round). 
ARKANSAS (4): Brandon Burlsworth, G (Indianapolis, 3rd); Melvin Bradley, LB (Ari- 
zona, 6th); Madre Hill, RB (Cleveland, 7th); Ryan Hale, DT (N.Y. Giants, 7th). 
AUBURN (2): Karsten Bailey, WR (Seattle, 3rd); *Brad Ware, DB (Tennessee, 4th). 
FLORIDA (8): *Jevon Kearse, LB (Tennessee, Ist); *Reggie McGrew, DT (San 
Fran., Ist); Mike Peterson, LB (Indianapolis, 2nd); Johnny Rutledge, LB (Ari- 
zona, 2nd); Zach Piller, G (Tennessee, 3rd); Tony George, DB (New Eng., 3rd); 
Travis McGriff, WR (Denver, 3rd); Terry Jackson, RB (San Francisco, Sth). 
GEORGIA (6): *Champ Bailey, CB (Wash, 1st); Matt Stinchcomb, OT (Oakland, 
1st); Chris Terry, OT (Carolina, 2nd); Antonio Cochran, DE (Seattle, 4th); Olandis 
Gary, RB (Denver, 4th); Emarlos Leroy, DT (Jacksonville, 6th). 
KENTUCKY (2): *Tim Couch, QB (Cleveland, 1st); Craig Yeast, WR (Cincinnati, 4th). 
LSU (3): Anthony McFarland, DT (Tampa Bay, 1st); Kevin Faulk, RB (New 
Eng., 2nd); Todd McClure, C (Atlanta, 7th). 
MISSISSIPPI STATE (4): James Johnson, RB (Miami, 2nd); Reggie Kelly, 
TE (Atlanta, 2nd); Randy Thomas, G (NY Jets, 2nd); Dennis McKinley, RB 
(Arizona , 6th). 
TENNESSEE (6): Al Wilson, LB (Denver, 1st); Peerless Price, WR (Buffalo, 
2nd); Shawn Bryson, RB (Buffalo, 3rd); Steve Johnson, DB (Seattle, 6th); 
Jeff Hall, K (Wash, 6th); Corey Terry, LB (Indianapolis, 7th). 
VANDERBILT (1): Fred Vinson, CB (Green Bay, 2nd). 

(*Junior eligibility) Q 


— Fiesta Bowl 
— Orange Bowl 
— Citrus Bowl 
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uarterback U. is loaded at running 
back. In Year Five of remaking the 
Miami football program, Butch 
Davis has built from the ground up. The 
pretty passes and long-legged receivers 
no longer define the Hurricane offense. 
It is such that even with All-Big East run- 


HURRICANES 


“Scott and | both drop back and we're 
pretty much the same,” Kelly said. “People 
know | have speed and think | like to run, 
but that’s not the case. That’s not my game. 

“The key is to get acquainted with the 
first team and have confidence with the 
guys. The whole team will be ready for the 


games of the season. Improving the sched- 
ule has been a priority for Davis, whose 
team benefited tremendously from a 49-45 
victory over then-No. 2 UCLA in the final 
week of the regular season last year. 
Miami's victory messed with the Bowl 
Alliance and gave the Hurricanes the type 


Hurricanes Hope Big Games Lead Return to Big Time 


ning back Edgerrin James, who rushed for 
1,572 yards and 19 touchdowns last season, 
departing a year early for the NFL Draft, the 
Hurricanes figure to be fine at tailback. 

In his place steps junior James Jack- 
son, who averaged 6.9 yards a carry in 
gaining 675 yards in 1998. His backup? 
Najeh Davenport gained 419 yards with a 
6.8-yard average as a freshman last year. 
And with Lindy’s Preseason All-America 
guard Richard Mercier back leading the 
offensive line, there’s little reason to think 
Miami won't be able to run the ball effec- 
tively again. 

The depth at running back represents 
an important stepping stone in returning 
the Hurricanes to a national championship 
contender. For the first time since he 
arrived in 1995, Davis has no NCAA sanc- 
tions to contend with and a full allotment 
of 85 scholarship players. 

“It's been a long time in coming,” Davis 
said. “We are two-deep for the first time 
with guys who deserve to be here. We've 
never had position competition before.” 

One of the few big names to commit to 
Miami during the years of attrition levied by 
recruiting sanctions was quarterback Kenny 
Kelly. A two-sport star out of Tampa Catholic 
(he’s in the Tampa Bay Devil Rays’ farm sys- 
tem), Kelly decided to stay in state with the 
team he rooted for growing up. 

Kelly will be responsible for running 
an offense that averaged 37.3 points and 
463 yards under the guidance of Scott 
Covington last season. Kelly managed to 
find his way into eight games as a fresh- 
man but, as Davis admits, not at many 
“significant times.” 


Quarterback U. is loaded 
at running back. In Year 
Five of remaking the 
Miami football program, 
Butch Davis has built from 
the ground up. The pretty 
passes and long-legged 
receivers no longer define 
the Hurricane offense. 


season, and | have enough experience.” 
That notion will be tested early, with the 

Hurricanes scheduled to take on Ohio State, 

Penn State and Florida State in the first five 


at a glance 


of big-game, national TV victory over a 
highly-touted opponent they had lacked 
in the Davis era. 

With the Big East title on the line last 
season, Miami was flattened by Syracuse, 
66-13. It was a result that almost 
demanded the Hurricanes do something 
special against UCLA, or have the season 
go down as a disaster. 

The ‘Canes, after all, have yet to beat 
Florida State under Davis. Miami's last vic- 
tory over FSU was a 34-20 victory at home 
under Dennis Erickson in 1994. Having to 
look back at the Erickson regime for any rea- 
son doesn't sit well with the fans — or the 
boosters. With the probation and scholarship 
shortages now in the rearview mirror, so are 
potential excuses. 

But the UCLA victory, combined with 
their 46-23 rout of N.C. State in the Micron 
PC Bowl, sent the Hurricanes into the off- 


1998: 9-3 Overall; 5-2 Big East (Tie/2nd) 

COACH: Butch Davis — At Miami and Over- 
all: 31-15, 4 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 8; 7 Offense, 
10 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OG Richard 
Mercier, OB Kenny Kelly, RB James Jack- 
son, LB Dan Morgan, LB Nate Webster, DT 
Damione Lewis 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Although they 
lost Edgerrin James, the ‘Canes still have a 
wealth of talent at running back in James Jack- 
son and Najeh Davenport. The front seven of 
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the defense has great potential as well. 
PROBLEMS: The sec- 

ondary has to grow up and get better ina 
hurry. The defense yielded 21 passing 
touchdowns last season. Eight players 
shuttled between four starting positions, 
with only strong safety Edward Reed start- 
ing every game at the same position. 

OVERALL: Miami will contend for its first 
Big East title since sharing the champi- 
onship with Virginia Tech in 1996. A bru- 
tal early schedule will tell just how far 
Butch Davis and his Hurricanes have come 
— and how far they have to go. 


1999 


season (and 1999) on a serious upswing. 

“We're excited about the tough 
schedule,” Davis said. “We landed four 
(recruits) on the Ohio State game alone. It 
adds exposure and generates excitement. 
That’s what they come here for. 

“We brought Penn State back to the 
schedule and along with Florida State ... 
those games drove this program in the ’80s.” 

Defense also drove the Hurricanes back 
then, leading Miami to four national champi- 
onships from 1983-91. If the Hurricanes 
want to play in the same class with the Ohio 
States and the Penn States again, they will 
have to improve a defensive unit that ranked 
No. 66 in Division I-A in '98, surrendering 
374 yards and 24.8 points per game. 

To that end, Davis fired defensive 
coordinator Bill Miller and brought in 
Chicago Bears defensive backs coach Greg 
Schiano to run the defense. Schiano will 
have a young, but experienced group, 
with ten returning starters that combined 
for 94 starts in "98. 

The linebackers anchor the group. 
Juniors Dan Morgan (150) and Nate Webster 
(134) led the Big East in tackles and were 
first team All-Big East selections. Morgan 
has led Miami in tackles in each of his first 
two seasons patrolling the weak side. 

“Coach Schiano is bringing an attack- 
ing-style defense,” Morgan said. “We sat 
on our heels last season, but he is going 
to get the most out of his players. 

“We want to be the No. 1 defense in 
the nation. It might sound farfetched, but 
we have the players. We just have to do it 
in strides.” 

A long stride needs to come in the 
defensive backfield. Miami’s pass defense 
ranked No. 85 in the nation last year. The 
four returning starters combined for 34 
starts in ‘98, but were burned for 2,622 
yards through the air. 

Markese Fitzgerald and Edward Reed 
struggled as freshmen. Al Blades and 
Leonard Myers struggled as sophomores. 
A total of nine defensive backs return to 
the team, with at least seven in competi- 
tion for the four starting spots. 

“We need playmakers at corner,” 
Davis said. “We have good overall team 
speed, and (Schiano) has assessed that 
ability ... he and I think an awful lot alike.” 

The new aggressive style starts up 
front, where juniors Quincy Hipps and 
Damione Lewis are joined by senior Matt 
Sweeney. The biggest task is replacing 
Derrick Ham, the team leader last season 
with 12 sacks. Michael Boireau, a junior- 
college transfer who tied Ham for the 
team lead with 13 quarterback hurries, 
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will get the first crack at filling his shoes. 

Another position change to watch is 
at fullback. It is one of the areas still hurt- 
ing from a lack of depth, and Davis 
scoured his roster looking for candidates 
to replace four-year starter Nick Williams. 

Mondriel Fulcher is considered one of 
the team’s top athletes, but he struggled 
to find playing time behind starting tight 
end Daniel “Bubba” Franks last season. So 
Davis hopes to find a spot for Fulcher — a 
strong blocker — at fullback. From there 
he can block for Jackson, or shift into a 
two tight-end set. 

That also puts another set of good 
hands at the disposal of Kelly, who has a 
quartet of juniors to play catch with on the 
outside. Former Big East Freshman of the 
Year Reggie Wayne is recovering from 
reconstructive knee surgery, but led the 
Hurricanes in receptions in each of his first 
two seasons. He will line up across from 
Santana Moss, a two-time conference 
track champion who averaged 21 yards 
per catch in '98. They will be backed up 
by Andre King and Dary! Jones. 

Senior Andy Crosland returns to han- 
dle the kicking and punting duties. 

“The No. 1 goal is the development of 
Kenny Kelly,” Davis said. “There is plenty 
of experience coming back with him, he 
doesn't have to win by himself.” 

Davis can only hope to build on the 
momentum created by the season-ending 
victories over UCLA and N.C. State. But 
he warns the Hurricanes aren't back just 
yet. Davis is focusing on winning the Big 
East for the first time in three years and if 
that brings Miami into the national cham- 
pionship picture, all the better. 

— Derek Harper 


(9-3, 5-2) 
66 East Tennessee State Uz 
38 Cincinnati 2 


20 Virginia Tech 27 
53 Rutgers University 17 
14 Florida State 26 
34 West Virginia 31 
35 Boston College Lh 
_42 Temple = 7 


38 Pittsburgh 10 
13 ‘acuse 66 


49 UCLA 45 
Micron P.C.Bowl 
46 N.C. State 


QB Kenny Kelly, So/Zach Hart, Jr 
__1B_James Jackson, Jt/Najeh Davenport, So 
FB Mondriel Fulcher, Sr/Will McPartiand, Jr 


FL_ Santana Moss, Jr*/Daryl Jones, Jr 
SE Reggie Wayne, Jr*/Andre King, Jr 
_TE Daniel “Bubba” Franks, Jr*/ivan Mercer, Jt 
LT Robert Hall, Sr*/Robert Sampson, Sr 
LG Richard Mercier, Sr*/Martin Bibla, So 
__C Ty Wise, Sr*/Scott Puckett, So 


__RG_Efic Schnupp, S1/Brett Romberg, So 
__RT_Joaquin Gonzalez, So*/Greg Laffere, Jr_ 
PK Andy Crosland, Sr/Todd Sievers, So 


LT_Matt Sweeney, Sr*/Adrian Wilson, Jr__ 
RT Damione Lewis, Jr*/Clint Hurtt, So 


__RE_ Michael Boireau, Sr/Brian Stinson, Jr 
WLB_ Dan Morgan, Jr*/Howard Clark, Fr 


SLB Michael Smith, Sr*/Chris Campbell, So 
MLB _Nate Webster, Jr*/Sheven Marshall, So _ 


CB_Markese Fitzgerald, So*/Mike Rumph, So 
CB Leonard Myers, Jr*/Nick Ward, Sr 


FS_Al Blades, Jr*/Delvin Brown, Jr 


P Andy Crosland, Sr*/Todd Sievers, So 


__ Aug. 29. vs. Ohio State* 
__ Sept. 4 Florida A&M 
Sept. 18 Penn State 
__Sept. 25. at East Carolina 
__Oct. 9 at Florida state 
_Oct. 15 Temple 
Oct. 23. at Boston College 
__ Oct. 30 West Virginia 


ee ree Fe 


Nov. 20 Rutgers _ 


Nov. 27 Syracuse — 


*Kickoff Classic 
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Mi TIGERS 


onfidence. It's a characteristic that’s 
been missing from the Memphis 
football program for years. 

It's also the only thing, according to 
coach Rip Scherer, that’s keeping the 
Tigers from becoming a consistent winner. 

Scherer made two moves during the 


at quarterback for the first time coming 
into fall practice and a team that he 
recruited except for a handful of seniors. 
“Having Neil Suber as the starter 
is a big plus because that’s never 
happened since I’ve been here,” 
Scherer said. We've always been 


said. “The players respect him, and he’s 
going to be one of the reasons why we 
are improved this season.” 

Another is Gerard Arnold, a 5-8, 191- 
pound junior who runs a 4.53 40-yard 
dash. Amold gained a school-record 
1,059 yards a year ago and had six 100- 


Looking for Confidence 


offseason that has pumped new life into 
the Tigers. And it might be what Mem- 
phis needs to finally become a legitimate 
football program. 

John Thompson was hired away from 


Conference USA rival Southern Mississippi 


to take over Memphis’ defense. Mac 
McWhorter, a veteran offensive line coach 
with stops at Clemson, Georgia, Georgia 
Tech and Alabama, joined the Tigers and 
will be the co-offensive coordinator with 
Rusty Burns. 

“Both John and Mac have a lot of con- 
fidence in their ability and bring a lot of 
enthusiasm to our team,” Scherer said. 
“Their enthusiasm has been contagious, 
and the players have shown more confi- 
dence. We need to establish ourselves 
right now and become a good football 
team. We've got to become a team that 
expects to win.” 

It's been a while since Memphis has 
been a real winner. Not since 1976 have 
the Tigers won seven games in a season. 
And not since 1971 has Memphis been to 
a bowl game. 

That’s a lot of history to bury. 
Scherer, who hasn’t had a winning 
season in his four seasons at Mem- 
phis, has the shovel ready. 

“The players are tired of losing and so 
are the coaches,” said Scherer, who has a 
13-31 record, including a 2-9 mark last 
season, at Memphis. “It’s been amazing 
how this spring has gone. The attitude 
was good and it gives me a good feeling 
going into the season.” 

Scherer has reason to smile. Even 
though he is coming off his worst season 
at Memphis, he has an established starter 


trying to find a starter and switching 
quarterbacks during the season. 

“And it feels good to have almost all 
of my players in the system. There are 
only two players in our senior class that | 
didn’t recruit. We're still a relatively 
young team.” 

Memphis returns 15 starters, 
eight on offense and seven on 
defense. And a quarterback who 
started the final four games of 1998. 
Suber led Memphis to a 35-19 vic- 
tory over Arkansas State in his first 
career start. He completed 61 of 124 
passes for 930 yards and five touch- 
downs, including a season-high 279 
yards against defending C-USA 
champion Tulane. 

“He’s a 240-pound quarterback who 
doesn’t say much, but is a leader by the 
way he works and his toughness,” Scherer 


;, TB Gerard Arnold, FL Damien Dod- 
son, QB Neil Suber, DE Tramont Lawless, 
K Ryan White 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offense 
has the potential to be one of the best in 
school history. With quarterback Neil 
Suber, tailback Gerard Arnold, receiver 


yard games. 

“He gained 800 yards in the last 
six games,” Scherer said. “He's as 
good a back as anyone in the confer- 
ence. He took the pressure off the 
quarterbacks last season.” 

And put the pressure on opposing 
defenses, something few Memphis teams 
in the past decade have done. Memphis 
scored 30 or more points five times in the 
last six games. 

Damien Dodson will help that cause 
this season as Suber’s main target. Dod- 
son caught 42 passes for 753 yards and 
two touchdowns. 

While the offense got going later in 
the season, the defense went the other 
way. Memphis, known for its solid 
defense over the years, fell apart a year 
ago. The Tigers allowed 30 or more points 
seven times, including 41 to Tulane, 45 to 


~ Damien D Dodson and four four of the front si six 
linemen returning, the Tigers should be- 
able to light up the scoreboard. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The sec- 


“ondary needs to find a leader. Senior cor- 
nerback Reginald Howard i is the only 
returning player who started each game 
last year and | participated it in spring drills. 
This unit is loaded with sophomores and 
freshmen. 

OVERVIEW: The enthusiasm may be 
high, but the Tigers need to show results 
on the field to build any confidence. 
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Southern Miss and 34 to East Carolina in 
the final three games of the year. 

“Quite frankly, we lost confidence,” 
Scherer said. “We felt we had to make 
a change in philosophy and go ina 
new direction.” 

That meant Jim Pletcher was out and 
Thompson was in. Pletcher stayed on to 
coach outside linebackers, but Thompson 
was put in control. His job was to bring 
new life to the Tigers’ defense, which 
ended the season in terrible shape. 

“This is a tremendous challenge and | 
understand that,” Thompson said. “It’s not 
going to happen overnight. There is a lot 
of work to do. It’s a challenge. It’s stimu- 
lating. It's something that’s going to make 
me a better coach.” 

Thompson was phenomenal at 
Southern Miss. His defenses were 
always among the best in the country, 
and unpredictable. 

USM ranked No. 18 in Division I-A in 
scoring defense last season, No. 11 in pass 
defense in 1997, No. 8 in rushing defense in 
1996 and No. 2 in interceptions in 1994. 
You name it, and Thompson did it well at 
USM. But the lure of being able to return to 
his home area — Thompson grew up in For- 
rest City, Ark., — and the challenge of 
rebuilding the Memphis defense — the 
Tigers ranked No. 106 out of 112 Division I- 
A teams in total defense a year ago — was 
too much to pass up. 

Thompson's children, Cabe, 3, and 
Hays, 1, see Thompson's parents, Ralph 
and Beverly Thompson, all the time now. 

“There aren’t many jobs in this 
profession that you can say that,” 
Thompson said. “God kept opening 
the door for me to come here. 

I've have other chances to go to 
other schools, but nothing felt right 
until this job came open. | also 
needed a shakeup in my career. | 
needed a change.” 

“John was the mastermind of the 
defensive unit at Southern Miss and has 
created some of the most outstanding 
defenses in the South,” said Scherer, who 
has known Thompson since 1987 when 
they worked together at Alabama. Thomp- 
son's defenses were the best in C-USA for 
the past three seasons, and helped USM win 
two of the three league titles. 

“We didn’t do it overnight at USM. 
The players had to buy into the new sys- 
tem,” Thompson said. “It’s a new lan- 
guage and new approach. It’s a unique 
defense. We give the players a lot of free- 
dom. It can look a little exotic at times.” 

But it works. Ask any team that has 
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played USM since Thompson arrived 
seven years ago. 

Thompson might not have the players 
that he had at USM right now, but they 
aren't bad. In fact, Thompson says some 
remind him of some of the best players he 
coached at USM. 

Junior middle linebacker Kamal Shakir 
is one of those. But there is also junior 
defensive end Tramont Lawless, who 
reminds Thompson of USM All-American 
Adalius Thomas. 

“| hope Tramont compares in produc- 
tion,” Thompson said. “He was a down 
defensive end and now he's a bandit 
(Thompson's name for the most important 
position on his defense, a combination 
end-outside linebacker). He should work 
well in our system.” 

While Scherer needs his defense to 
gain confidence, his kicker already has 
plenty. Ryan White was the only player to 
not miss a kick in college football last sea- 
son. He made 16 of 16 field goal attempts 
and all extra point attempts. And he was 
just a freshman. 

“Maybe Ryan can be the difference in 
winning some of those close games we 
have lost over the years,” Scherer said. 
“We have lost six games by a touchdown 
or less in the past two years.” 

Producing a winner won't be easy 
against Memphis’ tough schedule, which 
features seven bowl teams, including 
defending national champion Tennessee. 

“We're used to a tough schedule, but 
what we've got to do is establish a win- 
ning attitude,” Scherer said. “IF we have 
confidence, no matter who we play, we 
will have a chance to have a winner here.” 


— Robert Wilson 


(2-9, 1-5) 
10 __ Mississippi SOM 2) 
6 Mississippi State 14 


_14__ Minnesota _ 4] 


i a 
9 Arkansas 28 
Al Cincinnati 28 
__ 32 Louisville 385 
__35__ Arkansas State 19 

Ls sane es Sl 
___3__ Southern Miss 45 

31 ‘East Carolina 34 


_QB Neil Suber, So*/Travis Anglin, Fr 

_RB_ Gerard Arnold, Sr*/Teofilio Riley, Sr 

_FB Rashad Bailey, St/Jeremy Scruggs, Sr* 
SE Chance Nesbitt, So/Al Sermon, Jr 

_FL_ Damien Dodson, Sr*/Tripp Higgins 

_TE_ Billy Kendall, Jr*/Jeff Cameron, Fr 


_LG DeCorye Hampton, Jr/T. Middlebrooks, Sr 
_C Josh Eargle, So/Matt Gehrke, Fr 


_RG_ Tim Seymour, Sr*/Trey Eyre, Fr 


_RT_David Sherrod, So*/Lou Esposito, St_ 
K Ryan White, So* 
DEFENSE 


_LE_Tramont Lawless, Sr*/Rodney Lanctot, Jr_ 


_LT Calvin Lewis, Jr*/Joe Gerda, Fr 
NT Marcus Bell, Jt/Tommy Vollmar, Jr 

_RE_ Andre Amold, So/Patrick Willis, Jt 

OLB DeMorrio Shank, Jr*/Michael Boatman, Sr 

MLB Kamal Shakir, Jr*/Corey Irby, Sr 

OLB Caspor Stiles, Sr*/lan Williams, Jr 


CB Michael Stone, Jr/Anthony Harden, So 


CB _ Reginald Howard, Sr*/Kosha Irby, Jr 
ROV Idrees Bashir, So*/Kosha Irby, Jr 


_FS_ Fred Powell, Jr/Keydrin Ward, So 
P Jim Cande, Sr*/Ben Graves, Sr 


SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 Mississippi — 
__ Sept. 11 at Mississippi State 
_ Sept. 18 Arkansas State 
Sept. 25 at Tennessee 
Oct. 2 Missouri 


9 GtUAB 
ct. 16 Louisville 
ct. 30 atTulane 
Nov. 6 Southern Miss 
_ Nov. 13 Army 
Nov. 20 af Cincinnati 
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hen Louisville entered the 
1999 football season with a 
new coaching staff, a new 


wide-open offense and a new stadium, 
Cardinals fans expected the program to 
head in a new direction. 

Two games into the season, a 68-34 


LOUISVILLE 


= CARDINALS 


shot at the conference title, their defense 


had better be light years ahead of the 


group that allowed 35.2 points per game 


last year, including 48 points in the Motor 
City Bowl loss to Marshall. 

“The good thing is that we've got 
a lot of people back,” Smith said, “and 


going to be a lot better this year, and 
that’s going to start up front.” 

Injuries ripped the defense apart last 
fall, especially up front. By the time the 
Cardinals played Marshall, they had just 
five healthy linemen. That's not likely to 
happen this season with the addition of 


Cards Plan to Keep Flying High Behind Redman 


loss to Kentucky and a 45-22 loss to Utah 
gave Louisville football fans every reason 
to think the program was headed back to 
its moribund past. 

Fortunately for the Cardinals, coach 
John L. Smith wasn’t about to let the Car- 
dinals sink back into their old habits, The 
Cardinals needed more than a new coach, 
anew offense and a new stadium. They 
needed a new attitude, and Smith gave it 
to them. 

The Cardinals responded with the 
nation’s most startling turnaround, win- 
ning the next three games, finishing the 
regular season with a 7-4 record and earn- 
ing a trip to the Motor City Bowl. 

With the return of eight starters 
from an offense that led the nation with 
559.6 yards per game year; the return of 
12 players who started on defense; an 
infusion of junior college talent at some 
key positions; and seven homes games 
on the schedule, the Cardinals open the 
season with new and realistic expecta- 
tions of competing for the Conference 
USA championship. 

“Anytime you bring someone new in, 
it’s a different attitude and a different phi- 
losophy, and those who buy into your 
attitude and your philosophy will stay 
with you and those who don’t won't be 
with you,” said Smith, who agreed to a 
contract extension in the off-season that 
will take him through 2007. 

“The guys we've got this year have 
bought into what we're doing and how 
we're doing it. We're light years ahead of 
where we were at this time a year ago.” 

For the Cardinals to have a legitimate 
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JOHN L. SMITH WASN'T 
ABOUT TO LET THE CARDINALS 
SINK BACK INTO THEIR OLD 
HABITS. THE CARDINALS 
NEEDED MORE THAN A NEW 
COACH, A NEW OFFENSE AND 
A NEW STADIUM. THEY 
NEEDED A NEW ATTITUDE, 
AND SMITH GAVE IT TO THEM. 


the bad thing is we've got a lot of 
people back.” 
All quips aside, Smith insists, “We're 


at a glance 


two mid-year juco transfers, Kevin Kos 
and Donovan Arp, and two players who 
redshirted last fall, Michael Josiah and 
Devon Thomas. 

“We need a better pass rush and 
more speed off the corners and | think 
we're going to get that with those guys,” 
Smith said. 

Having four new linemen also means 
defensive coordinator Chris Smeland can 
move Mike Gantous and Derrick Kennedy 
from end to tackle, the natural position for 
both players. With linebackers Bud Her- 
ring and Rashad Harris back after combin- 
ing for 230 tackles last year, Smith is 
convinced the Cardinals will be much 
tougher up the middle in '99. 

Even the secondary should be better 
with the return of junior cornerback Anto- 
nio Roundtree and the addition of two 
more juco transfers, Mike White and 


1998: 7-5 Overall; 4-2 CUSA (3rd) 

COACH: John L. Smith —At Louisville: 7-5, 
1 year; Overall: 76-44, 10 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 7 Offense, 
10 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Chris Red- 
man, WR Arnold Jackson, TE Ibn Green, 
LB Bud Herring, LB Rashad Harris, CB 
Antonio Roundtree 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Most of the key 
elements return from one of the nation’s 
top offenses, including the entire passing 


game, and an infusion of juco signees 
should fill some of the holes. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: If the juco 
transfers don't come through as expected, 
especially on defense and at tailback, the 
passing game may have to carry the team. 

OVERVIEW: In one year, the Cardinals have 
been transformed from CUSA bottom 
dweller to title contender and emerged as 
one of the league's most exciting teams. 
Offense sells tickets, but Louisville needs to 
stop opponents from scoring to win the con- 
ference championship. 


1999 


Corey Wallace. 

Roundtree moved from running back 
to cornerback during preseason practice 
last year and had to learn on the run, but 
still earned all-conference honors. 

“He got so much better the entire 
year and made so much progress,” Smith 
said. “And he’s just now starting to feel a 
little more at home. We expect him to 
grow leaps and bounds this year.” 

Between Roundtree, White and Wal- 
lace, “Hopefully we can cover some peo- 
ple this year, provide a little pressure and 
take some of the pressure off our offense,” 
Smith said. “We can’t keep asking the 
offense to score 50 points a game.” 

Then again, scoring 50 points a few 
times this fall might not be too much to 
ask for an offense that returns quarterback 
Chris Redman, wide receivers Amold Jack- 
son, Lavell Boyd, Charles Sheffield and 
Zek Parker and tight end Ibn Green. As if 
that was not enough, the Cardinals added 
more speed to the mix at wide receiver 
when they signed juco transfer Anthony 
Branch, a juco All-American who partici- 
pated in spring football. 

The foursome of Jackson, Boyd, 
Sheffield and Parker combined to catch 224 
passes and 18 touchdowns last fall, includ- 
ing 90 catches, 1,165 yards and 10 touch- 
downs from Jackson alone. Meanwhile, 
Green led the nation’s tight ends with 55 
catches, 884 yards and 12 touchdowns. 

“When Coach (Scott) Linehan got 
here from the University of Washington to 
be our offensive coordinator, he said, ‘ 
can’t believe the skill you've got with 
your receivers,’ ” Smith said. “We really 
feel like we can spread it around with 
our offense.” 

With all the talent and experience 
surrounding him, Redman might be the 
luckiest college quarterback in the nation. 
He's also one of the nation’s best, with 
4,024 yards and 29 touchdowns last sea- 
son, while still completing 65.3 percent 
of his passes. 

“He's very, very special, especially 
with his competitiveness and his accu- 
racy,” Smith said. “He’s a tough competi- 
tor who will stay in there and take the hit 
and do whatever it takes to win, and he’s 
still accurate with the ball — maybe more 
accurate than any quarterback I’ve ever 
been around.” 

One of the factors that made the pass- 
ing game was the unexpected emergence of 
running back LeRoy Collins, who surprised 
the Cardinals with 1,134 yards rushing and 
19 touchdowns in '98. Collins surprised 
Louisville again when he passed up his 
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senior year to enter the NFL draft, leaving 
the Cardinals with a sizeable hole to fill. 

Louisville spent the spring handing 
the ball off to senior Frank Moreau, but 
when preseason practice starts he will 
probably have to share the ball with 
another new addition, juco All-American 
Eric Lockhart. 

“Lockhart is a big, solid, strong power 
back, and we need that,” Smith said. “Last 
year we had a problem with our running 
backs not protecting the quarterback like 
we needed them to. It’s Frank’s job to 
lose and he’s got the ability to get the job 
done, but Lockhart can run the ball and 
protect the passer.” 

The real keys to pass protection will 
be Anthony Byrd and Mark Grivna, two 
senior tackles who will anchor a line that 
needs three new starters. Smith is opti- 
mistic that one of those openings, at cen- 
ter, will be filled by yet another juco 
transfer, 6-4, 285-pound Jason Padgett. 

With so many key players returning, 
plus the expected maturity of some key 
young players and the potential for the 
juco signees to fill big holes in the depth 
chart, it’s no wonder Smith and the Cardi- 
nals expect to be playing for the confer- 
ence championship when Southern Miss 
rolls into town on Nov. 20 for the regular- 
season finale for both teams. 

“That's our hope, that it comes down 
to Southern Miss and us at our place for 
the championship,” Smith said. “That 
would be a huge positive for our program. 
We've got a lot of things to be positive 
and excited about around here. | expect 
us to be playing for the championship. | 
really do.” 

— Richard Scott 


22 Utah 

35 Illinois 

52 Boston College 28 
62 Cincinnati . 
21 Southern Miss 

22 Tulane 

35 Memphis 

63 Western Kentuc! 34 
63 East Carolina 45 
35 Army 23 


Motor City Bowl 
29 Marshall 48 


OFFENSE 
QB Chris Redman, Sr*/Mike Watkins, Jr 


RB_ Frank Moreau, Sr/Tony Stallings, So 
WR_Zek Parker, Jr/Allen Carroll, Jr 
WR_ Lavell Boyd, Sr*/Charles Sheffield, Sr* 
WR_Amold Jackson, Sr*/Anthony Branch, Jr 
TE Ibn Green, Sr*/Erin Smith, Fr 

LT_ Anthony Byrd, Sr*/Rob Eble, So 

LG Aaron Dardzinski, Fr/Ryan Lundgard, So 

C_ Jason Padget, Jr/Antoine Sims, Fr 


RG_Joe O'Shaghnessy, Jr/Ariel Rodriquez, Fr 
RT Mark Grivna, Sr*/Geoff McBarnette, Sr 


PK Jon Hilbert, Sr* 
DEFENSE 
DE Matt Sexton Jr* or Michael Josiah, Fr 


DT_ Donovan Arp, Jr/Derrick Kennedy, Sr* 
DT_Mike Gantous, Sr*/Reggie Hargrove, Sr 
DE Otis Floyd, Sr*/Devon Thomas, Fr 

OLB Rashad Harris, Jr*/Jeremy Collins, Fr 


MLB Bud Herring, Jr*/Chip Mattingly, So 
BAN Antonio Roundtree, Jr*/Michael Brown, Fr 


CB_ Mike White, Jr/Kevin Ware, Sr 
CB_ Rashad Holman, Jr*/Zach Butler, Sr 
SS Corey Wallace, Jr/Dewayne Taylor, Jr 
FS Justin Thomas, So/Don Bibb, Sr 

P Chris Sivori, Fr 


Sept. 4 at Kentucky 
_ Sept. 11 UT-Chattanooga 
_ Sept. 18 Illinois 
Sept. 25 Oklahoma _ 
Oct. 2 Eastern Michigan 
Oct. 7 at Army 
Oct. 16 at Memphis 
Oct. 23 Houston 
Oct. 30 UAB 
Nov. 6 at Cincinnati 
Nov. 20 Southern Miss 
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outhern Mississippi doesn’t want to 
spend another Christmas holiday in 
Boise, Idaho. 

Oh, the Golden Eagles had a decent 
time in the Great Northwest and saw 
some nice scenery. Judging by the way 
USM played in the Humanitarian Bowl, 


SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 


OLDEN EAGLES 


two conference championships and being 
the favorite again. We've got to go back 
to playing hard.” 

And playing well. It all starts with 
defense, and good defense has been 
USM’s tradition over the years. But this 


year’s Eagle defense will look a little dif- 


defensive linemen return from last year 
and should strike fear in opposing offen- 
sive linemen. 

Cedric Scott, an All-C-USA pick last 
season, DeQuincy Scott (no relation), and 
John Nix are the other starters on the 
defensive line. 


Eagles Have the Talent To Win Another C-USA Title 


the Eagles had too good of a time. 

Big West Conference champion Idaho 
pulled off the biggest surprise of the bowl 
season with a 42-35 upset over USM. 

Although USM finished with a 7-5 
record for its fifth consecutive winning 
season and first back-to-back bowl 
appearances since the early 1980s, the 
Eagles have a bitter taste in their mouths 
after that dreadful day in Boise. 

“| hope we are hungry,” USM coach 
Jeff Bower said. “We want to get back to 
where we were when we won our first 
two conference championships.” 

Bower is speaking of 1996 and 
1997 when USM claimed the first two 
Conference USA titles. USM tied Hous- 
ton for the first crown in 1996, but 
Houston represented the league in the 
Liberty Bowl. USM won it outright — 
including a 33-0 wipeout of Houston — 
in 1997 and crushed Pittsburgh 41-7 in 
the Liberty Bowl. 

Bower spoiled USM’s fans, who were 
hoping for not only another C-USA title, 
but a Top 25 finish. It didn’t happen. The 
Eagles were ranked No. 23 in the Associ- 
ated Press Top 25 preseason poll, but a 
1-3 start ended all Top 25 consideration. 

USM finished the regular season with 
a 7-4 mark, and a disappointing second to 
Tulane in C-USA. Then, there was the 
nightmare in Boise. 

"| don’t talk about the bowl game 
much. The players remember it and they 
know they don't want to experience that 
again,” Bower said. "We've got to play 
hard on a consistent basis, and I was a lit- 
tle disappointed with us last year. Maybe 
we got a little complacent with winning 


ferent, especially at the controls. 

John Thompson, USM's defensive 
coordinator for the past seven years — 
the man mainly responsible for the 
national success with his aggressive, 
unpredictable style of defense — left 
for Memphis. 

Dave Wommack, last year’s sec- 
ondary coach, was promoted to defensive 
coordinator. Wommack will use basically 
the same style as Thompson, but a new 
personality will translate into a new 
defense. Bower hopes the results are the 
same as they were with Thompson. 

Wommack inherits enough talent to 
have an excellent defense, probably the 
best in C-USA and one of the best in the 
country, especially up front. Senior defen- 
sive end Adalius Thomas, a third-team AP 
All-American a year ago, is the anchor. 
But Thomas has plenty of help. The top 12 
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The linebackers are just as talented. 
C-USA's leading tackler from last year, T.J. 
Slaughter, returns at middle linebacker. Ty 
Trahan, an All-C-USA performer a year 
ago, returns at outside linebacker. Sopho- 
more Roy Magee is the new starter at the 
other outside position. 

The secondary is the biggest defen- 
sive concern going into the fall after losing 
All-C-USA DBs Jose Gonzalez and 
DeShone Mallard. Senior Terrance Parrish 
is the leader in the secondary. USM’s sec- 
ondary also has a new coach, former 
Golden Eagles’ assistant Steve Davis, who 
came from Tulane. 

"I'm the veteran, coach Davis is learn- 
ing about our team, and the younger 
players are learning about our system and 
him,” said Parrish, who started all 12 
games last season. “I've got to lead by 
example, by actions. I’m in the groove. 


1998: 7-5 Overall; 5-1 CUSA (2nd) 

COACH: Jeff Bower — At Southern Miss 
and Overall: 50-40-1, 8 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 4 Offense, 
8 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: DE Adalius 
Thomas, WR Sherrod Gideon, RB Derrick 
Nix, LB TJ. Slaughter, LB Ty Trahan, DE 
Cedric Scott, CB Terrance Parrish. 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defensive 
line, led by AltkAmerica end Adalius 
Thomas, returns every player from its 
three-deep from a year ago. All-CUSA line- 


backers TJ. Slaughter and Ty Trahan will 
likely stop what the line doesn't. Sherrod 
Gideon and Todd Pinkston, lead a tal- 
ented receiving group. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive 
line is very inexperienced. The secondary 
has a couple of new starters, including 
converted receiver Raymond Walls. 

OVERVIEW: The Eagles have the talent to 
win their third CUSA title in four years, but 
must be able to rebound from road trips 
to Nebraska and Texas A&M early in 
the season. 
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I've got to get the others in the rhythm.” 
One of those trying to pick up the 
beat is junior Raymond Walls, who moved 

over from receiver this spring. Walls has 
worked his way to the starting cornerback 
position. He was named the most 
improved defensive player of the spring. 

“Raymond's a natural,” Wommack 
said. “He came over and learned the posi- 
tion very fast. He’s physical. He'll stick his 
nose in there. | watched him for a couple 
of days and knew he could do it.” 

Walls caught 10 passes for 127 yards 
and one touchdown last year. He started 
five games. 

“L hated to lose Raymond as a 
receiver, but he’s a great athlete and we 
thought he could make a great corner- 
back,” USM offensive coordinator Larry 
Kueck said. “You do whatever is best for 
the football team. He is a unique athlete 
and it takes one to play cornerback.” 

Walls is getting plenty of practice try- 
ing to cover the best one-two receiving 
combination in school history, and possi- 
bly the best in the league. All-American 
candidate Sherrod Gideon ranked ninth in 
receiving yards per game in Division I-A 
last season. Todd Pinkston could join 
Gideon as an All-C-USA player this year. 

“If | can cover those two guys, | can 
cover anybody in the country,” said Walls, 
who runs a 4.38-second 40-yard dash, the 
third-fastest on the team. “I want to help 
the team win, and here’s where | believe | 
can help them the most.” 

The other starter in the secondary is 
junior rover Leo Barnes, who started last 
season, but was limited in the spring due 
to shoulder surgery. USM's secondary sit- 
uation is similar to last year’s when Mal- 
lard and Parrish were the most 
experienced with just five starts each. The 
Eagles had to replace All-American Pat 
Surtain and All-C-USA safety Perry Phenix. 

But USM's defensive backs grew up 
quickly and finished first in C-USA and 
30th in Division I-A in pass defense. 
Wommack believes USM can be the best 
in the league again, despite losing a pair 
of talented starters. 

The secondary isn’t the only place 
USM has holes to fill. On the offensive 
side, the offensive line and quarterback 
are the biggest concerns. Senior Shederick 
Blackmon is the only starting offensive 
lineman returning from last year. The rest 
of the group is extremely inexperienced 
and must improve quickly in order for the 
Eagles to reproduce their effectiveness up 
front. USM is one of only two Division I-A 
teams to boast a 2,000-yard passer, a 
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1,000-yard rusher and a 1,000-yard 
receiver for the past two seasons. 

Now three of the probable offensive 
line starters have never played a down 
at USM. 

“We are better athletically than we 
have been for the past two years,” Kueck 
said. “We just don’t have the experience. 
We're still having growing pains, and 
they’re still learning.” 

The same can be said at quarterback 
where it will take time to match the play 
of Lee Roberts, who finished his career 
last season with 30 consecutive starts. 

The probable replacement is junior 
Cable Davis, a 6-3, 225-pound line- 
backer-type who sat out last season 
after transferring from Butte (Calif.) 
Community College. Davis’ experience 
(he started 24 junior college games), 
and his strength and size give him an 
edge over sophomores Jeff Kelly and 
Brian Balazik, who were backups for 
Roberts the past two seasons. 

Gideon and sophomore running back 
Derrick Nix are two of the most talented 
skill players in the country. Gideon broke 
his own school mark with 66 catches. Nix 
gained 1,180 yards, the 19th best rushing 
season by a freshman in NCAA history, 
despite starting only seven games. But 
can the offensive line protect Davis and 
open holes for Nix? And can the team 
regain the hunger it had in 1996 and 
1997 to produce a championship season? 

If the answers are yes, the Eagles will 
return to the Liberty Bowl in Memphis. If 
the answers are no, USM may get another 
trip to Idaho. And that's not good enough 
for Bower. 

— Robert Wilson 


(7-5, 5-1) 
6 _ Penn State 
6 Texas A&M 
55 SW Louisiana 
7 ~~ ‘Tulane 
56 _Lousiville 


Arm 
41 East Carolina 
20 Alabama 
21 Houston 
45 Memphis 
55 Nevada 
Humanitarian Bow! 
35 Idaho 42 


QB Cable Davis, Jr/Jeff Kelly, So 
RB_Derrick Nix, So*/Dawayne Woods, So 
WR_ Sherrod Gideon, Sr*/John Floyd, Fr 
WR_ Todd Pinkston, Sr*/LeRoy Handy, Fr 
FL_ Dannye Fowler, So/Shawn Mills, Jr 
TE Buck Miciotto, Fr/Orlando Dantzler, So 
LT Jeremy Bridges, Fr/ Jason Jimenez, Fr 
LG Shederick Blackmon, Sr*/Dan Reber, Fr 
C_ Zeb Landers, Fr/Dennis Evans, Jr 
RG_ Tre’ Chambers, So/Nathan Grace, Jr 
RT_ Brian Bell, Sr/Torrin Tucker, Fr 
K Brant Hanna, So/Don Urquhart, Fr 
DEFENSE 
DE Cedric Scott, Sr*/Deric Scott, Jr 
DT_DeQuincy Scott, Jr*/Gerald Mumford, Jr 
__DT_John Nix, Jr*/Daleroy Stewart, Jr 
DE Adalius Thomas, Sr*/Marvin Brown, Sr 
OLB Ty Trahan, Sr*/Anthony Chapman, Jr 
MLB T.J. Slaughter, Sr*/Royal Bell, Sr 
OLB Roy Magee, So/Zaid Houston, Jr 
_CB_Raymond Walls, Jt/Keon Moore, Jt 
CB Terrance Parrish, Sr*/Byron Gill, Jr 


SS_Leo Barnes, Jr*/Daryon Brutley, So 
FS Chad Williams, So/David Verdell, Jr 


P Jamie Purser, Sr*/Mark Haulman, Fr 


Sept. 4 Tulane 
Sept. 11 NW Louisiana 
Sept. 18 at Nebraska 


Sept. 25 at Texas A&M 
Oct. 9 at East Carolina 


Oct. 16 Army 
Oct. 23 Cincinnati 


Oct. 30 at Alabama 
Nov. 6 at Memphis 
Nov. 13 SW Louisiana 
Nov. 20 aft Louisville 
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t would have been the easy thing to 

do. All Chris Scelfo had to do was 

march in, take over and start making 
dramatic changes when he replaced 
Tommy Bowden as Tulane’s head coach 
on Dec. 7. 

But it would have been the wrong 


TULANE 


GREEN WAVE 


King wasn't just the Conference USA 
offensive Player of the Year two years in a 
row and the nation’s passing efficiency 
leader in "98. With his leadership, poise, 
versatility and ability to make the big play 
with his arm or his legs, King was the 
spark in an explosive offense. 


doesn't have a quarterback with King’s 
multiple talents. Instead, he has sopho- 
more Patrick Ramsey, a drop-back passer, 
and redshirt freshman Derrick Joseph, an 
elusive runner. 

Both players created their share 
of excitement during the spring, espe- 


Wave Expects to Keep Winning Under Scelfo 


thing. Instead of making widespread 
changes in the program, Scelfo took a 
quick look around, saw the Green Wave’s 
11-0 record before Bowden's departure to 
Clemson, took stock of the Green Wave’s 
capable talent, sensed the chemistry 
between the players and the assistant 
coaches and left well enough alone. 

Scelfo then asked Bowden's assistants 
to stay and prepare the team for the Lib- 
erty Bowl and led quietly as the Green 
Wave capped off a 12-0 season with an 
impressive 41-27 victory over BYU. 

In the process of stepping back, Scelfo 
also took a major step forward in his first 
major decision as a head coach. 

“| think it gave me instant credibility 
with the players,” Scelfo said. “I think they 
realized my whole desire was to put them 
first and do everything | could to help 
them win. | think that sent a message that 
they are the most important part of this 
program at Tulane.” 

With a 1-0 record as a head coach 
and a strong first impression with his play- 
ers, Scelfo is finally taking his turn in the 
driver's seat of a program that reached 
unprecedented heights in 1998. 

“We want to be a program that main- 
tains the academic integrity of Tulane and 
the standard that has been set in football,” 
Scelfo said. “That's not going to happen 
overnight when you have to replace the 
players we lost last year.” 

Maintaining that standard won't be 
easy without star quarterback Shaun King 
and eight defensive starters who played a 
major role in Tulane’s Conference USA 
title and its No. 10 national ranking. 
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WITH A 1-0 RECORD AS 
A HEAD COACH AND A 
STRONG FIRST IMPRESSION 
WITH HIS PLAYERS, SCELFO IS 
FINALLY TAKING HIS TURN IN 
THE DRIVER’S SEAT OF 
A PROGRAM THAT 
REACHED UNPRECEDENTED 
HEIGHTS IN 1998. 


Replacing King won't be easy, espe- 
cially considering the fact that Scelfo 


at a glance 


cially in the spring game. Operating from 
the shotgun formation, Ramsey com- 
pleted 10 of 16 passes for 262 yards and 
four touchdowns. Joseph was 14-for-23 
for 186 yards and a touchdown, and he 
carried eight times for 102 yards and 
another touchdown. 

“After coming out of spring practice, we 
can see that both of them are good leaders, 
both of them move the offense well,” Scelfo 
said. “And both of them struggled at times, 
making mistakes, but we expected some of 
that because Patrick didn’t play much last 
year and Derrick redshirted. 

“But we're going to have to throw 
one of them into the fire against Southern 
Miss when we open the season on Sept. 
4, and we're still not sure who it’s going 
to be. Right now we have a two-headed 
monster, and | feel good about both 


1998: 12-0 Overall; 6-0 CUSA (Ist) 

COACH: Chris Scelfo — At Tulane and 
Overall: First year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 10; 7 Offense, 
3 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR JaJuan Daw- 
son, TB Tony Converse, OT Bernard Robin- 
son, LB Jerry Phillips, LB Sedric Clemons, 
CB Tim Carter 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Tulane loses its 
star quarterback, but one of 1998's most 
explosive offenses returns eight starters 
and several key reserves with significant 
playing experience. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Only three 
returning starters and an overall lack of 
experience on defense; no proven special- 
ists; a possible quarterback controversy. 

OVERVIEW: The expectations have 
changed dramatically at Tulane. After nine 
consecutive losing seasons, the Green 
Wave is 23-4 over the last two seasons 
and expects to win whenever it plays a 
conference game. Tulane’s 1999 season 
will depend a lot on how the Green Wave 
handles those expectations and how 
quickly the young players mature into their 
new playing roles. 


1999 


heads. There are a bunch of possibilities. 
Who knows? Maybe every other play 
we'll alternate.” 

The good news for the quarterbacks is 
that they will be asked to fit into an expe- 
rienced offense with eight returning 
starters, including wide receiver JaJuan 
Dawson, tackles Bernard Robertson and 
Corey Sewell, guard Jerry Godfrey, center 
Kapua Conley, tight end Mike Turner and 
fullback O’Kie Woods. 

Even non-starters such as tailbacks 
Tony Converse and Jon Wilson and 
receivers Kerwin Cook and Adrian Bur- 
nette bring valuable playing experience to 
the lineup. Converse combined for 1,648 
rushing yards in 97 and '98. Cook fin- 
ished third on the team with 27 recep- 
tions in "98 and Wilson, a 5-5, 166-pound 
junior, brings an added dimension to 
the offense with his move from receiver 
to tailback. 

“We can’t ask our quarterback to go 
out and win the game for us, so those 
returning guys are the ones who really 
have to pick up their game this year,” 
Scelfo said. “If we have continuity in our 
offense, and if we stay healthy, | think to 
some degree we'll make up for the loss 
of Shaun.” 

Unfortunately for Scelfo, it won't be 
that easy on the other side of the football, 
where the Green Wave lost eight starters. 
After winning with experienced players 
such as defensive tackle Dennis O’Sulli- 
van, cornerback Michael Jordan and line- 
backer Brett Timmons over the last two 
seasons, Tulane and new defensive coor- 
dinator Pete McGinnis started over in the 
spring with a multitude of young players. 

The good news on defense is the 
return of three of last year’s four leading 
tacklers: linebackers Jerry Phillips and 
Sedric Clemons and free safety Sam 
Knight. By the time Tulane completed 
its spring practice, defensive backs Tim 
Carter, Ky Joseph and David Dunlap 
and defensive end Roxie Shelvin ranked 
on the list of players who stood out 
on defense. 

“In our defensive philosophy, we're 
going to attack and do all we can to 
make plays and create turnovers,” Scelfo 
said. “Right now we're very young and 
very immature on defense, but we have 
some talent and they play very hard. 
When you're playing hard and you’re 
being aggressive and you're not sitting 
back, you have a chance to make some 
things happen. 

“It's not going to happen overnight, 
but our defensive players met every chal- 


lenge we issued to them in the spring.” 

The next challenge is to take the posi- 
tive experiences of the ‘98 season and 
spring practice into the 1999 season. With 
so many questions to answer, Tulane 
won't be the most popular choice to win 
the C-USA championship, but Scelfo’s first 
few months on the job have convinced 
him that Bowden and his staff left him 
with a good situation. 

When Tulane’s confidence and self- 
esteem rose exponentially over the last 
two years, the recruiting and the expecta- 
tions followed. As King said last fall, the 
Green Wave no longer hopes to win when 
it takes the field. “We expect to win every 
game we play.” 

King may be gone, but those high 
expectations remain. Just two years ago, 
the Green Wave was reeling from the 
effects of nine consecutive losing seasons 
and just five wins in three seasons. Now, 
Green Wave fans will expect more of what 
they've seen over the last two years, with 
19 wins in 23 games. 

“What we've got a chance to build on 
is the fact that these kids have had a taste 
of winning now,” Scelfo said. “Once you 
get a taste of that candy, you want more 
of it, and these young players, even 
though some of them have never been in 
the heat of battle, last year was still a big 
learning experience for them. 

“You can't top going 12-0, and our 
schedule is going to be tougher. Plus, 
the players have to realize that a lot of 
the players who won 12 games last year 
are gone. But now it’s their tum, and 
it’s their chance to make the most of 
their opportunity.” 

— Richard Scott 


12-0, 6-0 
52 Cincinnati 
31 SMU 
42 Na 
21 Southern Miss 
28 _Louisivile 
52 Rutgers 
72 SW Louisiana 
Memphis 
49 Arm 
48 Houston 


63 Louisiana Tech 30 


AXA/Equitable Liberty Bowl 
42 BYU 35 


OFFENSE 


QB Patrick Ramsey, So/Derrick Joseph, Fr 


RB_ Toney Converse, Jr*/Genario Reshard, So 
WR_ JaJuan Dawson, Sr*/Zander Robinson, So 


WR_ Kerwin Cook, Jr/John Wilson, Jr 
WR_ Adrian Burnette, Jr/Terrell Harris, So 


TE_ Mike Turner, Sr*/Joseph Akin, So 

LT_ Bernard Robertson, Jr*/Derick Bugg, Fr__ 

LG Jerry Godfrey, Sr*/Tony Cunningham, Jr 
C_Kapua Conley, Sr*/Torie Taulli, So 

RG_ Corey Sewell, So*/Bryson Westbrook, Jr 


RT_ Charles Caldwell, So/Chrys Bullock, So 
PK Casey Rouseel, So/Matt Groff, Sr 


DEFENSE 


DE Brent Hamilton, Jt/Kenan Blackmon, Fr 


DT_ Mitch Mouton, Jr/Percy Branon, Fr 
DT_Roxie Shelvin, Jr/Matthew Glapion, Jr 
DE Ryan Brewer, So/Cory Green, Jr 
OLB Sedric Clemons, Sr*/Noel Ellis, Jr 
MLB Jerry Phillips, Jr*/Allen Davis, Fr 
OLB Kevin Dukes, Sr/David Dorsey, So 
CB_ Tim Carter, Jt/Ky Joseph, Jr 
CB Allen Phillips, Jt/Jamal Jones, So 
SS_ Corey Jones, Jt/Delando Davis, So 


FS Meldon Barnes, So/Sam Knight, Jr* 
P Casey Roussel, So 


Sept. 4 at Southern Miss 
Sept. 11 SMU 


Sept. 18 Arm 


Oct. 2 at Syracuse 


Oct. 9 at Mississippi 
Oct. 16 SW Louisiana 


Oct. 23 at East Carolina 
Oct. 30 Memphis 


Nov. 6 at Houston 


Nov. 13 at Navy 
Nov. 20 UAB 
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ARKANSAS STATE 


[INDIANS 


ince bowl bids are given to small 
Division | Independents as often as 
Jean Claude Van Damme gets Oscar 
nominations, Arkansas State’s return to 
the Big West has to be seen as a positive. 
“| learned a long time ago that you 
have to have something to play for,” 


very well. He’s going to get better .” 

If his passes aren’t finding their tar- 
gets, Lemon can always just hand the ball 
off to Adams (6-0, 200) or Zachary (5-8, 
175). The two combine to give the Indians 
one of the best backfields in the Big West. 

Adams was a recruiting coup for Hol- 


Since he’s short on defensive person- 
nel, Hollis tries to stem the tide with inno- 
vation. The only problem is, he can’t keep 
a defensive coordinator. He was sched- 
uled to have former Seattle Seahawks 
linebacker Keith Butler back for a second 
season, but when Butler got a job with the 


Indians Happy to be Playing for Something 


Arkansas State coach Joe Hollis said. “I've 
always said that it's impossible to succeed 
as an Independent school. Unless you're 
Notre Dame. ” 

And the Indians aren't. 

So, their return to the Big West Con- 
ference after a three-year absence 
increases their postseason chances expo- 
nentially. The Big West champion ends 
the year playing a Conference USA team 
in the Humanitarian Bowl in Boise, Idaho. 

Hollis likes his team’s chances of making 
noise in the conference, which hasn’t had a 
repeat champion in three years. 

“| don’t think there's a coach or a player 
walking around our football complex who 
doesn’t think we can compete for a title in 
the Big West,” Hollis said. “We're still in the 
rebuilding stage, but patience has never 
been a great virtue of mine.” 

After having some recruiting success 
in his first two years, it appears as though 
Hollis might get his wish — at least par- 
tially. He’s won just six games in two 
years, but has done it while playing his 
younger players. 

The best of the group are quarterback 
Cleo Lemon and running backs Jonathan 
Adams and Lamont Zachary. 

Lemon (6-2, 185) isn't the most accu- 
rate passer in the world, completing only 
a bit more than 47 percent of his attempts 
in 1998, but Hollis likes what he brings to 
the offense. 

“He's an outstanding quarterback,” 
Hollis said. “He has played since the mid- 
dle of his freshman year and has a great 
arm and size. He has a God-given under- 
standing of football and knows our system 


lis last year. The first Parade All-American 
ever to sign with Arkansas State, Adams 
was wooed by larger schools but opted 
for Jonesboro. His impact was limited last 
year (317 yards on 88 carries), but Hollis 
expects big things if he can avoid minor 
injuries that have hampered him. 

While offensive improvement is 
imperative for the Indians, the real prob- 
lems would appear to be defensive. 
Arkansas State finished 105th out of the 
112 Division | schools in total defense and 
struggled in every facet. 

“| did some research and found that, 
for mid-Division I schools like those in 
Conference USA, Louisiana Tech, South- 
western Louisiana and us, it’s really tough 
to play defense,” he said. “Defensive line- 
man are at such a premium that if you 
can't get them, you have to either shift 
some of your offensive players over or 
accept it as a weakness.” 


at a glance 


Cleveland Browns, Hollis was forced to 
hire the school’s fifth defensive coordina- 
tor in as many years. 

He came up with Leon Burtnett, a for- 
mer head coach at Purdue who was a 
position coach at Northeast Louisiana last 
year. Burtnett, however, won't make 
many changes as the Indians try to build 
around their defensive base of free safety 
Sean Mitchell (5-9, 200) and linebackers 
Andy Henault (6-2, 240) and Segun 
Ajigbeda (6-2, 215). 

“We all have confidence in our abilities 
to get this done,” Hollis said. “I don’t think 
anybody ever anticipates how difficult a job 
really is going to be when you first take it. 
But we want to make this program a success 
and we're not taking any short cuts to get 
there. From a selfish standpoint, we want to 
be able to look back on this eventually and 
think we built something.” 

— Shawn O'Neal 


1998: 4-8 


COACH: Joe Hollis — At Arkansas State and 


Overall: 6-17, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: |8; 9 Offense, 
7 Defense, Punter, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Cleo Lemon, 
TB Lamont Zachery, TB Jonathan Adams, 
LB Segun Ajigbeda, FS Sean Mitchell, LB 
Andy Henault 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Quarterback 
Cleo Lemon leads a group of quality skill- 
position players. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defense 


was dismal last year and might not be 
much better this season. Also, who's 
going to replace left tackle Todd Frohbi- 
eter as the anchor of the offensive line? 


OVERVIEW: Now that they're in the 


Big West, a bowl is a possibility, though 
still not very likely. The Indians, however, 
fit the conference mold — a solid offen- 
sive team that struggles defensively. Stop- 
ping the pass is key to any success they 
could have. 
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CENTRAL FLORIDA 


© GOLDEN KNIGHTS 


Florida coach Mike Kruczek responds 

before it's even asked. 

His answer: “Victor Penn.” 

The question: Who is expected to fill 
the quarterback slot now that Daunte 
Culpepper is gone? 


I: the inevitable question, so Central 


into the Rose Bowl, Arizona from the Rose 
to Holiday and Oregon from the Holiday 
to the Aloha. That left one at-large bid, 
and the Sun Bowl opted to stay local, 
picking 6-5 Texas Christian. 

“The team was very disappointed, as 
was I,” Kruczek said. “We were so posi- 


“| really like what we have up there,” 
Kruczek said. “My main concern is experi- 
ence and depth.” 

The skill positions will be manned by 
new starters, but all have logged plenty of 
playing time. Charles Lee (46 catches, 656 
yards, 3 TDs last year) and Kenny Clark 


Daunte’s 


Gone, but the Show Must Go On 


Of course, it’s not that easy. 

As good as his numbers were (com- 
pleted 74 percent of his passes for 3,690 
yards, 28 touchdowns and a 170.2 quar- 
terback ranking, third best nationally), 
Culpepper’s impact on the program was 
more than statistics. 

He became UCF football. 

So who will lead the Golden Knights 
while Culpepper collects his NFL riches? 

“I'd really like to know,” Kruczek said. 
“We lost a an awful lot of seniors off last 
year's team. | think that’s the big key.” 

That’s what makes Penn such a wel- 
come addition. He began his career at 
South Carolina, starting three games as a 
freshman. After a conflict with the coach- 
ing staff, Penn opted to transfer. Instead of 
going the Division I-AA route, the 6-1, 
175-pounder went to Garden City Com- 
munity College in Kansas, and now carries 
the Golden Knights’ post-Culpepper 
hopes despite having never stepped on 
the UCF practice field before the fall. 

“He's the kind of guy who has what it 
takes to deal with the situation we face,” 
Kruczek said. “As a freshman at South Car- 
olina he started against Tennessee, Florida 
and Clemson and he made great decisions.” 

Even if Penn comes in and keeps the 
Golden Knights at the same level they 
were at a year ago, there are plenty of 
other concerns. UCF also lost four starting 
offensive linemen, two wide receivers and 
a tailback from a team that went 9-2 and 
didn’t get invited to a bowl. 

The Golden Knights appeared bound 
for one of the Hawaii bowls before Miami 
pulled its upset over UCLA. The game 
bumped UCLA out of the Fiesta Bowl and 
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tive we were going to be (in a bowl). 
When it didn’t materialize, there was 
really nothing we could do.” 

Kruczek now gets to start from scratch. 
He has the makings of a strong defense, but 
is getting his first chance to oversee all 
aspects of the team. Last year Kruczek was 
thrown into the head coaching job when for- 
mer head man Gene McDowell was cast off 
following a cellular telephone fraud scandal. 
Kruczek came in time to field a disappoint- 
ing recruiting class that was, without ques- 
tion, cut down by the off-field problems. 

Kruczek was encouraged by this 
year’s class, though they won't be of 
much help this year when the team faces 
a merciless schedule, starting with a home 
date with Purdue and followed by road 
games with Florida, Georgia Tech and 
Georgia. Later in the season they also 
travel to Auburn. 

All this behind an offensive line that’s 
big but inexperienced. 


at a glance 


(40, 481, 6) will start at wide receiver 
while Edward Mack (76 carries, 482 yards) 
will try to replace the rushing game lost 
with the graduations of Mike Grant (503 
yards) and Culpepper (463). 

While the offense tries to find itself, 
the defense could be nasty. Or it could be 
a mess, since the schedule was so weak. 

The Golden Knights were 23rd nation- 
ally in scoring defense, 26th in total 
defense, 44th nationally against the rush 
and 40th against the pass. 

The best of the defensive group is cor- 
nerback Jeff Fye, a player Kruczek hopes is 
a symbol for UCF football. At 5-8 and 165 
pounds, he’s not the biggest guy in the 
world, but he hits like a freight train. 

“He goes 1,000 mph at all time,” 
Kruczek said. “He’s got great speed and 
he hits you with all 165 pounds. If every- 
body plays as hard as him, we'll be in 
great shape.” 

— Shawn O'Neal 


1998: 9- 2 

‘COACH: Mike Kruczek — At Central Florida 
and Overall: 9-25 

RETURNING STARTERS: ||: 3 Offense, 
7 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Victor Penn, 
WR Kenny Clark, WR Charles Lee, CB Jeff Fye, 
FS Damian Demps, MLB Deaubrey Devine 

yy Ayear ago the 
defense was solid statistically, and a lot of 
the key players are back. But with an 
upgrade in schedule, it could be tougher 


this season. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The tougher 
schedule presents a litany of questions on 
both sides of the ball. Replacing Culpep- 
per is the biggest concern, but even if the 
team plays well early, it could get off to a 
confidence-killing 0-4 start. 

OVERVIEW: The Golden Knights should 
avoid looking at the won-loss record this 
year. Their best bet is to stay positive 
through a rough campaign this year and 
look forward to future success. 
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s if following Gary Crowton at 
Louisiana Tech wasn’t going to be 
hard enough for Jack Bicknell Ill. 
Sure, Bicknell has Tim Rattay back at 
quarterback. But what he doesn't have is 


Troy Edwards at wide receiver or enough 
ammunition to expect a fair fight against a 


LOUISIANA TECH 


ULLDOGS 


1990 when the team forged a 34-34 tie 
with Maryland in the Independence Bowl. 
“Obviously, when you go 9-2 and 
don't get into a bowl, it makes you won- 
der what you have to do,” Bicknell said. 
“Last year I think we would have had the 
opportunity to go to a bowl had we met 


and produce.” 

The best of them appear to be James 
Jordan and Sean Cangelosi. 

Jordan (6-3, 210) caught 56 passes for 
662 yards and four touchdowns as a fresh- 
man, while Cangelosi (6-5, 200) ran up 
449 yards on 33 catches, five of them 


Rattay’s Back, But Who Will Catch the Ball? 


bear of a schedule. 

The Bulldogs open with Florida State 
and Texas A&M. They get a break with a 
road game at Toledo, a Mid-American 
Conference team that will surely give 
them all they can handle, before a road 
game with Alabama. 

Later the Techsters travel to Kentucky, 
UAB (expected to contend in Conference 
USA) and California. 

Sure, Crowton will be facing a tougher 
schedule this year, but he’s now with the 
Chicago Bears. 

“Those kinds of games are good for 
our program,” Bicknell said. “Facing 
Florida State in the opener, we're going 
against one of a few teams that can 
expect to be in the top five nationally 
every year. But we started last year the 
same way and it was a good experience.” 

Indeed, the Bulldogs’ played a nation- 
ally televised date with Nebraska late last 
summer and made the most of their air 
time. They took a beating, but the game 
made a star of Edwards, who caught 21 
passes for three touchdowns and an 
NCAA-record 405 yards. It also furthered 
Rattay's reputation as the best quarterback 
in the nation nobody had ever heard of 
and threw Louisiana Tech into the national 
consciousness momentarily. 

“We probably learned more from that 
game than most of our wins,” Bicknell 
said. “Going into those kinds of environ- 
ment really solidifies you as a team. And 
the exposure never hurts.” 

Now, Bicknell has to try to pull the 
trick Crowton never could — find a way to 
get Louisiana Tech into its first bowl since 


the qualifications.” 

They didn’t, finishing 6-6 (7-5 after 
Texas A&M was forced to forfeit a game 
for using an ineligible player) despite 
sporting a travelling offensive show. The 
show will go on this year as Rattay returns 
and Bicknell has promised to keep score- 
boards spinning. 

The Bulldogs haven't had a running 
game the past few years and have shown 
no interest in developing one. They 
recruited just one running back, and now 
he’s listed as a linebacker. 

Which begs two questions about 
Louisiana Tech: Who is going to replace 
Edwards’ numbers, and, can this team 
stop anybody? 

“Obviously, you can't expect to 
replace a guy like (Edwards),” Bicknell 
said of the receiver who broke the NCAA 
single-season record for yards (1,996) and 
touchdowns (27) and hauled in 140 
passes. What we have are some good 
players who are going to have to step up 


at a glance 


going for touchdowns. 

No matter who it is, somebody will 
have plenty of passes to catch. Rattay will 
put the ball where it needs to be. Last 
year he completed nearly 68 percent of 
his passes, ringing up 4,916 yards, 47 
touchdowns and just 13 interceptions. His 
164.8 rating left him fourth nationally. 

“He's got a great arm and he’s a great 
leader — always trying to improve his 
game,” Bicknell said. “I think he’s seeing 
the whole field better now. He's doing 
the things great quarterbacks do.” 

The defense, however, has been a 
problem. The Bulldogs finished 83rd 
nationally last year in total defense. 

The Bulldogs have a strong defensive 
line, and a decent group of linebackers. 
The key will be shaping up the secondary. 

“| like what I’ve seen up front,” Bick- 
nell said. “If we can get our defensive 
backs to play as physical and with the 
same intensity as them, we'll be all right.” 

— Shawn O'Neal 


1998: 66 

COACH: Jack Bicknell Ill — At Louisiana 
Tech and Overall: First year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 20; 9 Offense, 
9 Defense, Punter, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 8 Tim Rattay, 
WR Sean Cangelosi, WR James Jordan, DL 
Jerome King, DL Otis Pitts 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Rattay and 
anybody who gets his hands on one of 
his passes. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Can Bicknell 
and friends replace Gary Crowton ade- 
quately? Replacing Troy Edwards is impos- 
sible, but the candidate pool is deep. 
Enhancing the defense is the primary con- 
cern. 

OVERVIEW: Few teams in the nation will 
be as fun to watch as the high-flying Bull- 
dogs. The problem is that their opponents 
will be just as potent. The team went 9-2 
two years ago and didn’t make a bowl. 


208 Linpy’s FooTsa ANNUALS 


1999 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 


the Blue Raiders’ final Division I-AA 

campaign, but when coach Boots 
Donnelly announced that his 19-year 
tenure with Middle Tennessee State 
would end following the season, the slate 
was completely wiped clean. 


F: some time, last year was slated as 


spree along the defensive line, picking up 


four players to completely change the face 


of the Blue Raiders’ front. Last year the 
team’s starting front four averaged 266 
pounds, The four junior college linemen 
McCollum brought in average 283. 
“We brought in 14 (offensive and 


"yr BLUE RAIDERS 


and Gil Mattias III (6-4, 300) instantly 
made life easier for quarterback Wes 
Counts (6-1, 188) and running back Kelv- 
erick Green (5-9, 194), 

Counts could be a good one. As a fresh- 
man he completed 67 percent of his passes 
for 11 touchdowns and just two intercep- 


Size Matters As MTSU Moves Up 


In many ways, the Raiders are starting 
from scratch, and Andy McCollum was 
brought in to start anew. 

The former MTSU, Baylor and Ten- 
nessee assistant didn't even bother 
watching the previous year’s film. 

“When we came in we said ‘We're start- 
ing again from day one,” McCollum said. 

He also went about waking the Blue 
Raiders. McCollum's off-season training 
regime includes a session called “blue 
dawn.” It’s a conditioning period that 
starts at 5:30 a.m. 

Welcome to the big leagues, fellas. 

“It has actually been greeted with a 
lot of enthusiasm,” McCollum said. “They 
know we have to do things a little differ- 
ently now. We have to develop a sense of 
urgency ... learn how to finish things.” 

The program also needed a steady 
stream of top-level talent. Though Donnelly 
is a local legend in Murfreesboro, his teams 
had struggled in recent years. The Blue 
Raiders won three of four Ohio Valley Con- 
ference championships from 1989 to 1992, 
but had not been to the I-AA playoffs since 
1994, and their record had fallen off every 
year since 1995. The team’s last winning 
record was a 6-5 mark in 1996. 

McCollum, meanwhile, was building 
Baylor into one of the nation’s best defen- 
sive teams in the mid-1990s. Naturally, 
McCollum hopes to build the Blue Raiders 
on a foundation of defense. 

Of his 27-player recruiting class, 15 
are defensive players and eight of those 
were signed out of junior college and are 
expected to see immediate time. 

McCollum went on a JC shopping 


defensive) lineman in our signing class,” 
McCollum said. “When we got here we 
didn't see a lot of size and we knew we 
had to have it.” 

They also had to have the players who 
were recruited under Donnelly buy into 
the system. 

“It's really just a matter of the kids learn- 
ing what we're doing, where they need to 
be and how they need to get there,” McCol- 
lum said. They have to develop an attitude 

.. a pride.” 

Named to the Ohio Valley Confer- 
ence’s second team as a sophomore, 
inside linebacker Keith Pauldo is a tough 
run stopper who should get even better 
with the Blue Raiders’ emphasis on big 
bodies up front. 

On the other side of the ball, McCol- 
lum is going about his business much the 
same way. In junior Barry Hall (6-6, 302) 
and senior Kevin Richer (6-5, 306), he 
already had a nice pair of bookend tack- 
les, and adding Corey Crane (6-5, 285) 


tions. Green, meanwhile, finished the year as 
the starter, carrying the ball 98 times for 605 
yards — a healthy 6.2 average. 

McCollum is also high on sophomore 
receiver Kendall Newson, who caught 30 
passes for 415 yards last season, finishing 
with a team-high 13.8 average. 

The Blue Raiders did play Illinois and 
UAB last year, but things get tougher this 
season. The team opens at Mississippi 
State before travelling to Arizona and later 
playing at Arkansas and Louisiana Tech. 
There are a few Woffords and Tennessee- 
Martins thrown in for good measure, but 
this will be the most challenging season in 
the school’s history. 

“Without question it’s going to be a 
great challenge for us,” McCollum said. 
“There are three top 10 or 20 teams in there 
and our guys have never even played at the 
I-A level. But we can’t start counting our 
wins and losses now. We just have to go 
out there and play the games.” 

— Shawn O'Neal 


BLUE RAIDERS 


1998:55 
COACH: Andy McCollum — At Middle Ten- 
nessee State and Overall: First year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 5 Offense, 


7 Defense, Punter, Kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Wes Counts, 
TB Kelverick Green, WR Kendall Newson, 
OL Barry Hall, ILB Keith Pauldo 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Counts has 
been an accurate passer and highlights a 
solid group of skil-position players. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: As a team 
stepping up from IAA to play as an Inde- 
pendent, the Blue Raiders have never 
faced the sort of athletes they'll see 
this year. 

OVERVIEW: The schedule has a handful 
of automatic losses on it. It also has a few 
automatic victories. If the Blue Raiders can 
take care of the directional Louisiana 
schools, they could come away with a 
winning record. 


1999 
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UNIVERSITY 


obby Keasler will be in his first year 
as the head coach at Northeast 
Louisiana, but he won't need any 
help finding his way around campus. 
Actually, Keasler might be able to 


show the Indians’ seniors a short cut or 
two around Monroe. 


NORTHEAST LOUISIANA 


INDIANS 


out last year, the starting job is his to lose. 
Another concern for the Indians is the 
offensive line. Four starters are back, 
which is a mixed blessing considering the 
Indians’ rushing offense finished 107th 
nationally. The best of the group is senior 
Shane Pitard. Pitard (6-4, 290) was forced 


pounder signed with NLU and, now a 
junior, might be getting his last chance at 
becoming a quarterback. 

Carter has been compared to former 
Central Florida quarterback Daunte Culpep- 
per — which means he’s big, fast and can 
throw the ball a long way — but may end up 


Optimism Prevails, but Plenty of Work Remains 


He’s certainly been around. 

His new gig as the Indians’ head 
coach will be his third with the school. 
He's the first NLU graduate to become the 
school’s head coach, and was an assistant 
before taking over the McNeese State 
program. He was the defensive coordina- 
tor on the Indians’ 1987 team that won 
the I-AA National Championship. 

While Keasler was building a national 
I-AA power in Lake Charles, taking the 
Cowboys to the 1997 title game, his alma 
mater had growing pains. 

Ed Zaunbrecher was brought on board 
in 1994 and was expected to help the Indi- 
ans make the transition from I-AA to the big 
leagues, but his teams went 5-17 in their 
first two years. The team made progress — 
winning five games in each of the last three 
years — but it was not enough. The chal- 
lenge that ultimately felled his predeces- 
sor now awaits the 53-year-old Keasler — 
just how does an Independent become 
anything more than an easy win toward 
the bowl minimum for the larger schools? 

“Sooner or later we are going to have to 
get into a conference,” Keasler said. “I don't 
think we'll ever have the opportunity to play 
in the Orange, Sugar or Fiesta (bowls), but 
we'd like a shot at one of the others.” 

Though he got a late start, Keasler 
likes what he came back with from his 
recruiting season. A couple of transfers 
could also make an immediate impact. 

As bad as the team’s rushing offense 
was a year ago, Monroe native Mark Hen- 
derson’s credentials come off like an oasis 
in a desert. He originally signed with 
Arkansas, but after transferring and sitting 


to play center a year ago, but will proba- 
bly be back at right guard. 

Just who the offensive line will be pro- 
tecting has yet to be decided. Andre Vige 
finished his freshman year as the starting 
quarterback, and actually performed 
admirably, throwing for five touchdowns and 
258 yards in the season-finale victory over 
Portland State. He finished completing 48 
percent of his passes for 1,976 yards, 17 
touchdowns and nine interceptions. 

That, however, was with receiver 
Marty Booker around, hauling in 75 
passes for 1,168 yards and 11 touch- 
downs. With the emphasis back on the 
running game, newcomer Darryl Carter 
might get a look at quarterback. 

Carter originally signed with Southern 
Miss, but didn’t even enroll at the school 
after being asked to switch positions. 
After kicking around the junior college cir- 
cuit for a couple years, the 6-3, 225- 


playing wide receiver or halfback. 

Defensively, the Indians weren't as 
bad a year ago as they may have looked. 
They finished 103rd in total defense and 
gave up 322 points, but that number 
drops to 193 when blowout losses to 
Florida, Kansas State and Arizona are fac- 
tored out. 

Six starters return, led by senior 
defensive end Jonathan Foster and junior 
cornerback Pat Dennis. 

Though the schedule may have 
skewed the team’s numbers somewhat 
last year, things won't be much better this 
time around with Minnesota, Arkansas, 
Utah and Wyoming on tap. 

“It's definitely a tough schedule,” 
Keasler said. “But these are the kinds of 
teams we need to learn to compete 
against if we're going to get to where we 
want to be.” 

— Shawn O’Neal 


wae 


1998: 5-6 

COACH: Bobby Keasler — At Northeast 
Louisiana: First year; Overall: 78-34-2, 
9 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 4; 7 Offense, 
6 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Mark Hender- 
son, QB/Athlete Darryl Carter, QB Andre 
Vige, C Shane Pitard, CB Pat Dennis, DE 
Jonathan Foster 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Henderson 
(Arkansas) and Carter (Southern Miss) are 


transfers from larger schools and could 
provide the Indians with an infusion of 
athleticism. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Aside from 
Pitard on the line and Dennis and Foster 
on defense, the team lacks the type of 
proven players it will need to compete 
against the better teams on its schedule. 

OVERVIEW: The team hasn't had a win- 
ning season since moving from I-AA, and 
still has too many questions to expect one 
this season. 


210 LiNDY’s FOOTBALL ANNUALS 


1999 


e wants to build his new team’s 
confidence, but Southwest 
Louisiana coach Jerry Baldwin can’t 
help but be honest. 
“This is a challenge for me,” Baldwin 


said. “The challenge for me is to be 
patient and not go for the quick fix. It’s 


SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA 


RAGIN’ CAJUNS 


The Cajuns will probably still have their 
share of problems this year, but Baldwin 
believes things will be better up front. Since 
the team’s offense will revolve around the 
running game, it had better be. 

Though most of his lineup will be 
decided in fall camp, Baldwin thinks the 


passes for 226 yards during his sophomore 
season. Baldwin did land a speedy recruit in 
Greg Carter. The top prep sprinter in Missis- 
sippi last year, his 4.3 40-yard speed will be 
a nice addition to an air game that finished 
78th nationally a year ago. 

While the Cajuns’ offense struggled 


Cajuns Go in Different Direction 


always intriguing to come in and take over a 
program when it’s at its lowest point.” 

Actually, things could be worse for 
the Ragin’ Cajuns. They actually were 
entering last season. The Cajuns went 1- 
10 in 1997 before doubling their success 
rate last year, coming away with a 2-9 
record. Still, when the season was over, 
coach Nelson Stokley’s 13-year career in 
Lafayette was, too. 

He had led the Cajuns to seven win- 
ning seasons, including three straight 
from 1993 to 1995. After three straight 
losing campaigns, however, Stokley 
resigned and was replaced by Baldwin, 
who had served the last six years as an 
assistant at Louisiana State. 

Once he arrived on campus, it didn’t 
take long for Baldwin to realize what he 
needed to do first. 

“One of the biggest problems was disci- 
pline and attitude,” Baldwin said. “The 
response has been great so far. We've told 
them what they need to do and they’ve 
exhibited a strong work ethic.” 

“We came in and evaluated our per- 
sonnel and the talent pool was not as 
good as it should have been,” he said. 
“But we went about solving that problem 
right away.” 

Hired on Dec. 10, Baldwin didn’t have 
much time to recruit, but still managed to 
sign a full class composed mostly of high 
school players. He did dip into the junior 
college pool to beef up his defensive and 
offensive fronts. 

“That was really the most pressing on- 
field concern,” Baldwin said. “We had to 
get bigger and tougher on the lines. If you 
don’t win up front, you have a problem. 


1999 


Cajuns’ returning running backs will be 
able to help. Darren Brister and John 
Bernard provided the running game last 
year. Brister rushed for a team-high 646 
yards on 153 carries, but combined, the 
Cajuns got 1,138 yards and a 4.34 yard 
average from their two-headed tailback. 

There's just one problem — the team 
still finished 92nd nationally in rushing. 
Still, he’s more optimistic about the offen- 
sive backfield than many other aspects. 

“Those kids are talented,” he said. 
“They give us some speed and that's 
obviously pretty important.” 

The quarterback situation was a toss 
up through spring ball and figures to stay 
that way entering fall camp. None of the 
incumbents did much last year, giving 
freshman Nick Dugas as good a chance as 
anybody if he can make his grades. 

Like everything else, questions surround 
the receiving corps. Junior Elvis Joseph is the 
top returning player, having caught 16 


at a glance 


last year, the defense was unmentionable. 
Of 112 Division | teams, the Cajuns fin- 
ished 102nd in rushing defense (220.2 
yards), 112th in pass-efficiency defense 
(167.1 opponents’ rating), 112th in total 
defense (509.7), 110th in scoring defense 
(41.2 points per game) and 95th in 
turnover margin (minus-.82). 

As ugly as the numbers were, there’s 
reason to expect improvement — if for no 
other reason than it can’t get any worse. 
Only three starters from that unit are 
gone, and Baldwin's junior college recruit- 
ing efforts brought in Christopher Gistrob, 
a 6-3, 270-pound defensive tackle 
expected to help immediately. 

“We just want to emphasize funda- 
mentals and building confidence,” Bald- 
win said. “We have to get them confident 
in themselves before we do anything else. 
This team has been beaten up the past 
several years. We can’t expect miracles.” 

— Shawn O'Neal 


1998: 2-9 

COACH: Jerry Baldwin — At Southwestern 
Louisiana and Overall: First year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 7 Offense, 
8 Defense, Punter, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB John Bernard, 
TB Darren Brister, OB Nick Dugas, WR 
Greg Carter, DL Christopher Gistrob 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Cajuns 
have a solid group of running backs on 
offense and should be decent against the 
run on defense. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: There are 
plenty. There's no proven quarterback and 
the defense was among the nation’s worst 
last year. 

OVERVIEW: Baldwin made moves to 
improve the team’s problem areas, but it's 
hard to imagine them showing score- 
board dividends immediately. With Wash- 
ington State, Oklahoma State and Texas 
Tech on the schedule, the Cajuns will take 
their lumps. 
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UAB BLAZERS 


AB coach Watson Brown could take 
the easy way out, rely on his best 
“coachspeak” and just poor mouth 
any expectations for the 1999 season. Or he 
could just say what he really believes. 
“We ought to have a good team,” 


Brown said. “We have most everybody 


LAZER 


losses came against Tennessee, Nebraska 
and Virginia Tech, and a rash of injuries to 
key players damaged the young Blazers 
down the stretch. 
“This year's team is a much better 
team than last year's team,” Brown said. 
Brown expects the Blazers to be con- 


That should take some of the heat off 
the defense, where UAB has seven starters 
returning and several talented young play- 
ers ready to step into regular roles. 

“In the last three years, we've relied on 
our defense to carry us,” said Brown. 
“We've had more talent and experience on 


UAB Ready to Jump — Into C-USA 


back. This is the first time we've had this 
many experienced players. We're excited 
about it. We feel when we go into Confer- 
ence USA, we'll really have a shot at it.” 

“It” is the C-USA championship, and 
it’s a huge goal for a team that's only 
been in Division I-A for three seasons and 
just recently reached the 85-scholarship 
limit. But Brown considers it a realistic and 
worthwhile goal to contend for the confer- 
ence title and a bow! trip. 

“When we started this three years 
ago, our first goal was to have as good a 
team as we could have by the time we 
reached Conference USA,” Brown said. 
“Instead of going 8-3 by playing a bunch 
of teams nobody cared about, we've 
played a tough schedule, we've improved 
our image, improved our recruiting, and 
improved ourselves financially. 

“I've been second-guessed by people 
who wanted us to win more games, but 
everything we did was to prepare us to be 
competitive in this conference. And | 
really think we're going into this league 
with as good a group of players as we're 
going to play. 

“A lot of things will have to happen 
for us to beat the teams in our league — 
like staying healthy — but | really believe 
that the talent level on this team is as 
good as the better teams in the league. | 
really believe we will not be overmatched 
when we play Houston in our first (C- 
USA) game here.” 

A bold statement? A true statement? 
Only time will tell despite the fact that the 
Blazers went just 4-7 last year, with three 
of their four wins coming against Division 
I-AA opponents. However, three of those 


siderably better on offense with the return 
of 10 starters and a more wide-open 
attack under new offensive coordinator 
Pat Sullivan, the 1971 Heisman Trophy 
winner and the former TCU head coach. 
All of the key skill players are back — 
including junior quarterbacks Daniel Dixon 
and Lee Jolly — and the decision to move 
Earnest Ross from quarterback to wide 
receiver should be a big boost to the 
passing game. But the real key should be 
an improved offensive line that returns 
four starters and adds three mid-year 
junior college transfers, guards Tony Dolli- 
son and Kevin Ford and center Ryan Estes. 

“We're capable of doing more on 
offense now, so we're leaving the option,” 
Brown said. “We're going to hand the ball 
to the tailback and throw the ball more. 
That's what we've recruited to do, and 
now for the first time our players are good 
enough top to bottom to do that.” 


that side of the ball and that's what has kept 
us in games against the better teams. We're 
going to be much more of a speed defense 
than we've been the last three years. 

“We've had real big kids up front in 
the past, but now we're going to be taller 
and leaner and faster and we've moved 
some people around to add more speed 
and create some more big plays.” 

The Blazers will need any break they 
can get against a schedule that includes 
non-conference games at Missouri, Vir- 
ginia Tech, Wake Forest and C-USA 
games at Louisville, Tulane and Cincinnati. 

Instead of trying to poor mouth the 
schedule, the expectations and the rela- 
tive youth and inexperience of his pro- 
gram, Brown would prefer to just say 
what he really believes. 

“| want our players to know | believe 
they're good enough,” Brown said. 

— Richard Scott 


— 


1998: 4-7 

COACH: Watson Brown —At UAB: 19-25, 
4 years; Overall: 51-102-1, 14 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 19; |0 
Offense, 7 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08s Lee Jolly 
and Daniel Dixon, RB Lucious Foster, WR 
Earnest Ross, DE Bryan Thomas, DT Eddie 
Freeman, SS Kris Neal 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Returning 
experience on offense and defense, and 
several young players who appear ready 
to emerge after seeing extensive playing 


time as freshmen and sophomores. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Do the Blazers 
have the passers and receivers to pass the 
ball effectively? Will the young linebackers 
step up and make plays? Can anybody 
kick a field goal? 

OVERVIEW: The Blazers spent the last 
three seasons aiming for their first season 
in C-USA and their first year with 85 schol- 
arships. The Blazers have played competi- 
tive football against some good teams, but 
the time has come to start winning some 
of those games. 
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collision course for the Conference USA 
championship, but they're taking dramati- 
cally different paths to get there. 

Southern Miss is the established power in 
C-USA, with five consecutive winning seasons 
and two consecutive bowl trips under coach Jeff 
Bower. After two conference championships 
and a second-place finish in the league’s first 
three years, the Golden Eagles plan to make a 
tun at another title this fall with the league's 
most powerful combination of defense and rush- 
ing offense ... but they enter the season without 
a proven quarterback. 

Meanwhile, Louisville pulled off one of the 
nation’s most startling transformations last year, 
going from 1-10 in 1997 to 7-5 and a bow! trip 
under first-year coach John L. Smith. The Cardi- 
nals won with a wide-open offense that usually 
scored enough points to overcome a porous 
defense. This fall, quarterback Chris Redman and 
the offense will probably have to lead the way 
once again while the defense attempts to plug 
holes with an influx of junior college transfers 
and redshirt freshmen. 

The coaches are as different as are their 
teams. Bower tends to be cautious with his 
words, while Smith tends to speak his mind. Just 
ask each coach about his team’s chances this 
season, and you'll get the point. 

“| don't really know,” Bower said. 
“Louisville's got a lot of talent coming back, and 
they've got a great quarterback and that’s so 
important. | think East Carolina's got a lot of tal- 
ent and they've been good before, so I'd expect 
them to be pretty good this year. Tulane’s got a 
lot of talent coming back on offense, but they 
lost their quarterback. Cincinnati's a team that 
will be a lot better. They've got some talent, and 
their quarterback has another year of experience. 

“And | guess you've got to throw us into 
the mix.” 

When Smith pondered the differences 
between Louisville and Southern Miss, he simply 
laughed out loud and said, “We're pretty differ- 
ent, that’s for sure. Southern Miss’ program is 
just so solid. They're always so athletic down 
there, and we've got to get where we're as ath- 
letic as they are. If we can get to that point, we'll 
be pretty good. 

“But I expect us to be playing for the cham- 
pionship, and I hope it comes down to Southern 
Miss and us here in the last game (on Nov. 20).” 

Despite their obvious differences, the two 
coaches agree on one thing: winning the confer- 
ence championship, or at least contending for the 
title, means a little more each year. 

“This conference is definitely improving,” 
Bower said. “I think it’s getting a little more com- 
petitive from year to year.” 

The evidence exists: In 1997, Southern Miss 
finished in the Top 25 and C-USA gained two 


[ aise: and Southern Miss may be on a 
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1. LOUISVILLE 


‘ Birds Flying High __ 
in a Race for League Title 


A ton of offense and an infusion of |C transfers on defense. 


2. SOUTHERN MISS Eagles can win with solid mix of defense and ground game. 


3. TULANE 


New QBs surrounded 


offensive talent, experience. 


4. EAST CAROLINA 


Improved play at QB and a defense to fit the 


rsonnel. 


5. HOUSTON Eighteen starters return for a team that took its lumps in 1997-98. 


6. CINCINNATI Defense will be better; can’t get much worse than last year. 
7. UAB Blazers have been preparing three years for C-USA debut. 
8. ARMY Toughness and discipline won't be enough this time around. 
9. MEMPHIS Not enough reasons to believe Rip Scherer can keep his job. 


Se 


Se 
Se 


4 Louisville at Ken 
6 Tulane at Southern Miss 


18 Wisconsin at Cincinnati 


4 W. Virginia vs. E. Carolina Showdown in Charlotte, ano 


rtunity for Pirates. 


Cardinals have revenge on their minds. 
Huge opener for two title contenders. 


Sept. 18 Southern Miss at Nebraska Eagles aren't afraid to take on the Big Boys. 


First of two straight Big Ten teams for ‘Cats. 


Sept.25 Houston at UAB Blazers make their C-USA debut with home game. 


25 S. Miss at Texas A&M 


Another major o; 


rtunity for Eagles. 


Sept.25 Miami (Fla.) at E. Carolina Toughest game on a tough schedule for Pirates. 
Sept.25 Cincinnati at Ohio State Bearcats just happy to be on Buckeyes’ schedule. 
Sept.25 Oklahoma at Louisville Genuine opportunity for Cardinal “upset”. 


Oct. 7 Louisville at 
Oct. 9 S. Miss at E. Carolina 


Much-needed prime-time TV ex: 
One of the games that will decide C-USA race. 


ure for the | ie. 


Oct. 9 Tulane at Ole Miss A winnable non-conference game vs. an SEC opponent. 
Oct. 9 Army at Air Force Forget the records; this game is always big. 
6 


Oct. 1 
Oct. 


Houston at North Carolina C-USA image needs quali 


non-conference wins. 


23 Tulane at East Carolina Must-win game for two teams in bowl contention. 


30 East Carolina at Houston Two teams battling for as) 


tnearthe top? 


Nov. 20 S. Miss at Louisville This game could decide the conference championship. 


Dec. 4 Army vs. Navy 


bow! trips in '97. In 1998, Tulane was a Top 10 
team, and three C-USA teams wound up in 
bowls. The conference, filled largely with teams 
that spent decades fighting an uphill battle to 
survive as Division I-A independents, still has a 
long way to go to earn much national respect ... 
but the coaches are convinced C-USA is making 
measurable progress. 

“Just being in C-USA has helped every pro- 
gram in the conference,” East Carolina coach Steve 
Logan said. “You no longer have to go in homes 
and explain the independent status to recruits. 
Conference USA has given us a positive identity. 
The kids know who we are and what's going on. 
They're familiar with our bowl tie-ins, and now that 
we're getting a third bow! tie-in (with the Mardis 
Gras Bowl), we have even more to sell.” 

The best thing C-USA can do to improve its 
image is to win its non-conference games, and 
that was a problem for many C-USA teams last 
season. This fall: 

— Southern Miss will take its shots at 
Nebraska, Texas A&M and Alabama. 


100th meeting of a legendary rivalry. 


— East Carolina takes on West Virginia and 
Miami (Fla.). 

— Cincinnati plays Wisconsin and Ohio State 
in consecutive weeks. 

— Houston takes on Alabama, North Carolina 
and LSU. 

— Memphis faces Ole Miss, Miss State, Ten- 
nessee and Missouri in four of its first five games. 

— Even C-USA newcomer UAB will play at 
Missouri, Virginia Tech and Wake Forest. 

“At some point, we've got to win some of 
those games,” Logan said. 

While C-USA teams take their shots at some 
of the nation’s best programs, they'll also be 
fighting it out for a conference title and an auto- 
matic berth in the Liberty Bowl. After Tulane 
swept through the conference undefeated, this 
looks like a season in which as many as six teams 
could make a run at the championship. 

Beyond Southern Miss and Louisville, the 
teams with the best chance to contend for the 
championship appear to be Tulane and East Car- 
olina. Even Houston and Cincinnati would have 
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1. ADALIUS THOMAS DLS. Miss 


Sr The best in C-USA? Just ask the 
QBs who feel his wrath. 

QB Louisville Sr Maybe the best QB in Kentucky in 

‘98 (yes, including Couch). 

3. ANTONIO ROUNDTREE CB Louisville Jr Still learning the position, but 
learning fast and well. 

Sr Opponents know he will get the 
ball, and he still catches it. 


2. CHRIS REDMAN 


4, SHERROD GIDEON WR S. Miss 


5. ARNOLD JACKSON WR Louisville Sr Big speed and leaping ability in a 


small package. 
So First-team all-league as a true 
freshman? ‘Nuff said. 


6. DERRICK NIX RB S. Miss 


ee ee 
7. DEMARCO MCCLESKEY RB Cincinnati So Just watch what happens when he 


lays a full season. 
8.BERNARD ROBERTSON OL Tulane Jr Still growing and making good 
use of quick feet. 
9.PERNELL GRIFFIN LB  £. Carolina So Freshman All-American in ‘98; 
bigger and better in ‘99. 
10. KETRICSANFORD RB Houston Sr Versatile skills with elusive moves 


and good hands. 


OSM CC cmath em Chris Redman, QB, Louisville 


Offensive Player of the Year: 


Derrick Nix, RB, Southern Miss 
Sam muceiciam Adalius Thomas, DL, Southern Miss 


NENG mice iim Eric Lockard, RB, Louisville 


to be considered potential title material. 

Tulane returns eight offensive starters, but the Green Wave certainly 
will miss quarterback Shaun King, the C-USA Offensive Player of the Year in 
‘97 and 98. Plus, Tulane must find eight new starters on defense. 

But former coach Tommy Bowden and his staff recruited well before 
Bowden departed for Clemson in December. “We've got some talent on 
defense,” first-year coach Chris Scelfo said, “but we're still going to be 
awfully young and inexperienced.” 

East Carolina is looking forward to the return of sophomore quarter- 
back David Garrard, who improved dramatically down the stretch last fall, 
as well as the return of six starters on both sides of the ball. A defensive 
switch to the 3-4 should fit the personnel better, and playing Southern Miss 
and Tulane at home should help, too. 

After going 6-14 over the last two seasons, Houston should be better 
with the return of 18 starters (nine on each side of the ball). The offense 
should be among the best in C-USA, with the return of running back Ketric 
Sanford, quarterback Jason McKinley and receivers Jerrian James and 
Orlando Iglesias. 

Cincinnati has to be better than last year, but then again, the Bearcats 
can't be much worse after injuries ransacked the depth chart and the 
defense ranked among the nation’s worst throughout most of the season. 
But the Bearcats won their last two games in '98 when they unleashed tail- 
back DeMarco McCleskey and an infusion of junior-college transfers should 
fill some of the holes. 

The C-USA mystery team has got to be UAB, a program making its C- 
USA debut in just its third year of Division I-A football. The Blazers have 
played competitive football against a tough schedule and recruited beyond 
expectations as they focused on this season, but coach Watson Brown 
knows the time has come for the Blazers to go beyond competing and Start 
winning games against conference opponents. 

Army lost eight starters from an offense that had to carry the load 
throughout a 3-8 finish in '98. Seven starters return from a defense that 
struggled to hold up its end of the deal, so the Cadets face plenty of obsta- 


OFFENSE — First Team 
QB Chris Redman Sr 6-3 225 Louisville 
RB Derrick Nix So 6-1 223 Southern Miss 
RB DeMarco McCleskey So 5-11 214 Cincinnati 
WR Arnold Jackson Sr 5-8 160 Louisville 
WR Sherrod Gideon Sr 6-0 176 Southern Miss 
TE Ibn Green Sr 6-2 225 Louisville 
OL Mike Grivna Sr 6-10 335 Louisville 
OL Bernard Robertson Jr 6-2 285 Tulane 
OL Anthony Byrd Sr 6-5 290 Louisville 
OL Shedrick Blackmon Sr 6-6 324 Southern Miss 
OL Cory Sewell So 6-2 260 Tulane 
PK Ryan White So 5-10 183 Memphis 
DEFENSE — First Team ae 
DL Adalius Thomas Sr 6-4 252 Southern Miss 
DL Cedric Scott Jr 6-5 255 Southern Miss 
DL Norris McCleary Sr 6-4 295 East Carolina 
LB T.J. Slaughter Jr 6-2 238 Southern Miss 
LB. Ty Trahan Sr 6-1 225 Southern Miss 
LB Pernell Griffin So 6-3 240 East Carolina 
LB Jeff Kerr Sr 6-4 235 East Carolina 
DB Antonio Roundtree Jr 5-7 185 Louisville 
DB Mike James Sr 6-0 214 Houston 
DB Tinker Keck Sr 6-1 195 Cincinnati 
DB Kevin Monroe St 6-1 185 East Carolina 
P Graham White Sr 5-10 179 Army 
OFFENSE — Second Team a = 
QB Deontey Kenner Jr 6-2 202 Cincinnati 
RB Ketric Sanford Sr 5-8 202 Houston 
RB Toney Converse Jr 5-8 168 Tulane 
WR JaJuan Dawson Sr 6-1 201 Tulane 
WR Jerrian James Sr 6-0 185 Houston 
TE Scott Regimbald Sr 6-3 193 Houston 
OL Jerry Godfrey Sr 6-3 290 Tulane 
OL Artis Hicks So 6-4 281 Memphis 
OL Mark Prehar Sr 6-2 272 Army 
OL Sherwin Lacewell Jr 6-2 290 East Carolina 
OL Samien Jones Jr 6-3 290 East Carolina 
PK Jon Hilbert Sr 6-2 220 Louisville 
DEFENSE — Second Team 
DL Mike Gantous St 6-2 285 Louisville 
DL DeQuincy Scott Jr 6-2 270 Southern Miss 
DL John Nix Jr 6-2 278 Southern Miss 
LB Bud Herring Jr 6-3 220 Louisville 
LB Lyle Weaver Jr 5-11 229 Army 
LB Jerry Phillips Jr 5-11 232 Tulane 
LB Rashad Harris Jr 6-2 230 Louisville 
DB Danny Adams So 5-10 185 Cincinnati 
DB Dwight Platt So 5-11 176 UAB 
DB Terrance Parrish Sr 5-11 190 Southern Miss 
DB Tim Carter Jr 6-0 183 Tulane 
P Andrew Bayes Sr 6-3 200 East Carolina 
cles before the first kickoff. 


At Memphis, the focus is on saving coach Rip Scherer's job. After 
going 13-31 in four seasons at Memphis, Scherer convinced defensive 
coordinator John Thompson to leave Southern Miss for a shot at transform- 
ing Memphis’ defense, but Thompson won't be able to salvage the season 
if the offense can’t find a quarterback. 

— Richard Scott 


We think we can 


save the world: 
One person at a time. 


Children should not have ° » 
to go to bed hungry at night. 


* * The ability to see clearly is 
often a gift taken for granted. 


Je We believe we are OUTe «oe 
iy Jornationn srmomet § keeper”. We are 


Call 1 800/923-5580 dedicated to meeting human 
E-mail: Lifelnt!1HQ@aol.com needs in underdeveloped 
Visit us on the web: www.lifeintl.org countries around the world. 


1998 SEC Leaders 


PASSING EFFICIENCY ATI. CMP. PCT. YDS. u) POINTS INTERCEPTIONS G NO, YDS, 1m [PG 
Tim Couch, Kentucky 553 400 72.3 4275 % 153.3 Kirby Smart, Georgia an] 5 62 0 0.5 
Herb Tyler, LSU 250 153 61.2 2018 18 147.2 Zac Painter, Arkansas in] 5 36 0 0.5 
Clint Stoerner, Arkansas* 312 167 53.5 2629 26 146.7 Tony George, Florida 9 4 39 0 0.4 
Doug Johnson, Florida’ 274 154 56.2 2346 19 145.2 Robert Bean, Mississippi State* 12 5 136 ] 0.4 
Tee Martin, Tennessee” 267 153 57.3 2164 iv 144.4 Deon Grant, Tennessee” 12 5 79 0 0.4 
Quincy Carter, Georgio” 290 176 60.7 2484 12 140.1 Teako Brown, Florida 10 4 3 0 0.4 
Andrew Zow, Alabama* 256 143 55.9 1969 iB] 129.2 Marcus Spencer, Alabama* VW 4 66 0 0.4 
Wayne Madkin, Mississippi Stote* 199 96 48.2 1532 | 122.) Jimmy Williams, Vanderbilt* V 4 59 0 0.4 
Romaro Miller, Mississippt" 326 184 56.4 2273 119.4 Jelf Harris, Georgia* iB] 4 0 0 0.4 
Anthony Wright, South Carolina 273 145 53.1 1901 10 116.4 Anthony Derricks, Mississippi Stale 12 4 126 1 0.3 
RUSHING CAR. YDS. AVG, YDSPG SCORING 1) xP FG PTS. PTPG 
Kevin Faulk, LSU 229 1279 5.6 116.3 Shaun Alexander, Alabama* 17 0 0 102 93 
James Johnson, Mississippi Stote 236 1383 59 115.3 Kevin Faulk, LSU 7 0 0 102 9.3 
Shaun Alexander, Alabama’ 258 1178 46 107.1 Todd Latourette, Arkansas 0 4) 7 92 9.2 
Deuce Mcallister, Mississippi* 212 1082 5.1 98.4 Jeff Hall, Tennessee 0 47 19 104 87 
Chrys Chukwuma, Arkansas* 49 870 58 87.0 Craig Yeast, Kentuc 15 0 0 90 8,2 
Travis Henry, Tennessee" 176 970 55 80.8 Seth Hanson, Kentucky* 0 * AB 1] $1 7.4 
Troy Hambrick, South Carolina” 144 701 49 70.1 Brian Hazelwood, Mississippi State 0 32 15 77 64 
Rodney Williams, Vanderbilt* 126 608 48 67.6 James Johnson, Mississippi State 12 0 0 72 6.0 
Derek Homer, Kentucky* 137 716 5.2 65.1 Jeff Chandler, ia* 0 33 in] 66 6.0 
Olandis Gary, Georgio 143 698 49 63.5 Travis McGriff, Flori W 0 0 66 6,0 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS. YDSPG PUNTING NO, AVG, RECEIVING G CT. YDS, YDSPG 
Tim Couch, Kentucky 617 415) 377.4 Daniel Pope, Alabama 66 44.0 Travis McGriff, Florida N 70 = 1357 123.4 
Quincy Carter, Georgia* 389 2768 251.6 coun Leavitt, South Carolina* 42 427 Craig Yeast, Kentucky in} 85 1311 119.2 
Clint Stoerner, Arkansas* 363 2572 233.8 + Jeff Walker, Nedever State" 44 42.2 Anthony Lucas, Arkansas* 10 43 1004 100.4 
Romaro Miller, Mississippi* 386 2306 230.6 David Wasielewski, Florida §2 40,4 Peerless Price, Tennessee 12 6} 920 76,7 
Doug Johnson, Florida” 303 2280 228.0 Jeremy Zills, Auburn 7) 40.1 Abram Booty, LSU* W 54 779 70.8 
Herb Tyler, LSU 335 -2200«=— 220.0 -~— Chris Akin, Arkansas" 48 39.2 Champ Bailey, Georgia Mi) a” Sybase 16786 
Tee Martin, Tennessee” 370 245) 204.3 David Leaverton, Tennessee’ 56 38.9 Zola Davis, South Carolina H 48 733 66.6 
Anthony Wright, South Carolina 352 1957 177.9 Reagan King, Mississippi* 45 38.3 Larry Foster, LSU" VW 56 722 65.6 
Andrew Zow, Alaboma* 309 1870 170,0 Joe Webb, Vanderbilt* 62 37.6 Travis Taylor, Florida* W 37 676 61.5 
Gabe Gross, Auburn* 267 1319 146.6 Wynn Kopp, Georgia* 46 35.6 Tony Small, Georgia NW 48 675 61.4 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS. YDSPG TOTAL DEFENSE PLAYS YDS. YDSPG KICKOFF RETURNS NO. YDS, AVG. 
Kentucky 911 5876 §34,2 Florida 773 3153 286.6 Alabama 35 830 23,7 
Florida 754 508) 461.9 Tennessee 826 3636 303.0 Florida 26 606 23.3 
Georgia 710 4419 401.7 Arkonsos 758 3370 306.4 Tennessee 34 77? 22.9 
Tennessee 792 4786 398.8 Aubum 715 3374 306.7 Aubum 33 732 22.2 
Arkansas 752 4333 393.9 Mississippi State 835 3755 312.9 Mississippi State 35 770 22.0 
Mississippi 821 4320 3927 Mississippi 708 3645 331.4 34 744 29 
740 4231 384.6 Georgia 792 3881 352.8 South Carolina 4l 879 21.4 
South Carolina 798 3907 355.2 Alabama 77\ 4059 369.0 Vanderbilt 48 974 20.3 
Alabama 731 3707 337.0 Kentucky 704 4247 386.1 Georgia 27 512 19.0 
Mississippi Stote 727 3870 322.5 South Carolina 732 4365 396.8 Kentucky 4) 718 17.5 
Auburn 716 2972 270.2 LSU 760 4496 408.7 Mississippi 35 607 17.3 
Vanderbilt 729 2944 267.6 Vanderbilt 801 4853 441.2 Arkansas 28 479 17.1 
SCORING OFFENSE G PTS. AVG. SCORING DEFENSE G PTS. AVG, PUNT RETURNS NO. YDS, AVG. 
Kentucky ii Al7 37.9 Florida in} 155 14.1 Mississippi State 32 453 14,2 
Tennessee 12 408 34,0 Tennessee 12 173 144 30 325 10.8 
Arkansas VW 359 32.6 Arkansas VW 182 16.5 Mississippi 22 238 10.8 
Florida in 349 317 Georgia VW 189 7.2 ia 21 221 10.5 
LSU VW 337 30.6 Mississippi State 12 218 18.2 Vai ilt 26 248 95 
Mississippi State 12 339 28.3 Aubum n 235 21.4 Florida 32 278 87 
rgia i} 257 23.4 Alabama n 249 22.6 South Carolina 18 127 71 
Mississippi iH 245, 22.3 Mississippi i 256 23.3 Arkansas 28 185 6.6 
Alabama i 244 22.2 LSU Ni 279 25.4 Aubum 25 162 65 
South Carolina iM 207 18.8 South Carolina nN 330 30.0 Alabama 25 148 5.9 
Auburn af} 166 15.1 Kentuck N 349 31,7 Tennessee 37 208 5.6 
Vanderbilt VW 142 12.9 Vanderbilt i} 369 33.5 Kentucky 12 36 3.0 
RUSHING OFFENSE CAR. YDS. YDSPG RUSHING DEFENSE CAR. YDS. YDSPG NET PUNTING NO. AVG, RET. YDSPR AVG, 
Tennessee 517 2536 211.3 Florida 393 998 90.7 Alabama 66 44,0 26 211 40.8 
Mississippi 466 1938 176.2 Tennessee 420 1127 93.9 Mississippi State 57 40.4 9 107 38.5 
Mississippi Stote 476 2063 Wig Arkansas 390 1050 95.5 Florida 55 40.3 23 157 37.5 
tsU 432 1853 168.5 Aubum 403 1311 119.2 Kentucky 38 39.2 15 70 37.4 
Georgia 395 1674 152.2 Mississippi 384 1430 130.0 LSU 45 39.3 13 89 37.4 
Arkansas 431 1665 151.4 LSU 421 1462 132.9 South Carolina 43 4\7 22 187 37.3 
South Carolina 413 1364 124.0 Georgia 413 1508 137.1 cansas 50 38.1 19 105 36.0 
Kentuc 337 1342 122.0 Mississippi State 526 1769 147.4 Aubum 73 39.0 33 271 35.3 
Vanderbilt 402 1284 1167 Alabama 435 1625 147.7 Mississippi 50 37.0 18 116 34.6 
Florida 337 1274 1158 Ken 382 164] 149.2 Va ilt 69 37.6 32 268 33.7 
Alobama 390 1272 115.6 Var ilt 453 1928 175.3 i 52 33.8 17 75 32.4 
Aubum 404 1032 93.8 South Carolina 434 1968 178.9 Tennessee 57 38.6 34 383 31.9 
PASSING OFFENSE ATT. COMP. YDS. YDSPG PASSING DEFENSE ATT. COMP. YDS. 1D INT. POINTS TURNOVERS +FUM. INT, TOTAL -FUM. INT. TOTAL GAME 
Kentucky 574 414 4534 412.2 Florida 380 197-2155 9 13 1005 Tennessee 7 16 33 Ie Oe” LS 
Florida 4l7 238 3807 346,1 Tennessee 406 213 2509 12 16 1062 Arkansas. 15) 7 < at a: HE 2 I 
ic 35 190 2745 249.5 Mississippi State 309 «1570 «1986-13 «16 s:« 108.3 Mississippi State 12 16 28 9 4 #23 O04 
Arkansas 321 170 2668 242.5 Arkansas 368 193 2320 14 17 1087 Ald 8 12 20 8 o oY 04 
South Carolina 385 200 2543 231.2 Georgia 379, 222) «2373':—Ss«d1S5S) 19)s«*W1:'114.2. Georgia 7S) 26 ig: Ji 24 «(0.2 
Alabama 341 190 2435 221.4 Aubum 312 177 «-2063'-—isd14:ssds*dW” AY LSU We mr 105 2 Tee wy 
Mississippi 355 196 2382 216.5 Mississippi 324 173, «2215 «14 sd100's«*ds*'diB8Y Auburn iV kg 31 14 =#19 33 «-0,2 
LSU 308 182 2378 216.2 Alabama 336 183 «62434 «12 «212~=«=«2120.0 Mississippi 9 10 19 9 4 2 04 
Tennessee 275 157 2250 187.5 pan 322 157-2606 245s «(137.6 Florida 10 13 23 17 15 32 08 
Auburn 312 143 1940 176.4 Vai ilt 348 214 2925 20 13 1436 Vanderbilt 10 13 23 14 20 34 -10 
Vanderbilt 327 151 1660 150.9 South Carolina 298 N77 62397’ 19 5 1446 Kentucky 10 6 16 11 16 27 -10 
Mississippi State 251 118 1807 150.6 LSU 339-213-3034. ss 23 YS s(155.1 South Carolina 10 65 18 13 15 2 -1.2 
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To the sweat, the soreness, 
the tackles, the touchdowns, 


the end zone, the cheers, 
the glory. 


As an athlete you know 
that injuries happen. It's all part 
of playing the game. That's why 
HEALTHSOUTH is dedicated 
to providing the highest quality, 
most cost-effective care available. 


As the leading provider 
of diagnostic, surgery, 
inpatient and outpatient 
rehabilitation services, 
we know the body and 


understand your spirit. 


We get you back. 


HEALTHSOUTH. 
888 476-8849 
www.healthsouth.com 
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